

MUNDANE EVENTS REALTED TO VENUS-MARS (COMBUST) CYCLE

1707-1709 CYCLE
Venus-Mars-Sun conjunction at 24*Libra, with fixed star Zuben Elschemali, and square Uranus

1707
· October 28 – The Hōei earthquake (the most powerful in Japan until 2011) strikes, with an estimated local magnitude of 8.6 and kills at least 5,000 people.
· November 30 – War of the Spanish Succession: The Siege of Pensacola ends, with the Spanish successfully defending their fort.
· December 16 – The last recorded eruption of Mount Fuji begins in Japan.
· December 24 – The first British Governor of Gibraltar, directly appointed by Queen Anne, Roger Elliott, takes up his residence in the Convent of the Franciscan Friars.
· December 28 – Charles XII of Sweden and his coalition of troops begin crossing the first line of defense of the Russian Empire, the Vistula River, in their attempt to conquer Russia.[6]

1708
January–June
· January 1 – Charles XII of Sweden invades Russia, by crossing the frozen Vistula River with 40,000 men.
· January 7 – Bashkir rebels besiege Yelabuga.[1]
· January 12 – Shahu I becomes the fifth Chhatrapati of the Maratha Empire in the Indian subcontinent.
· February 26 – HMS Falmouth, a 50-gun fourth-rate ship of the line built at Woolwich Dockyard for the British Royal Navy, is launched.
· March 11 – Anne, Queen of Great Britain, withholds Royal Assent from the Scottish Militia Bill, the last time a British monarch vetoes legislation.
· March 23 – James Francis Edward Stuart, Jacobite pretender to the throne of Great Britain, unsuccessfully tries to land from a French fleet in the Firth of Forth in Scotland.
· April 8 – Easter Sunday: The first performance of George Frideric Handel's oratorio La resurrezione takes place in Rome.
· April 9 – Ottoman princess Emine Sultan, daughter of Sultan Mustafa II, marries Grand Vizier Çorlulu Ali Pasha.
· April 28 – The Great Hoei fire breaks out in Kyoto, Japan, destroying the Imperial Palace and a large portion of the old capital.
· June 8 – War of the Spanish Succession: Wager's Action, a naval confrontation, takes place between a British squadron under Charles Wager and the Spanish treasure fleet off Cartagena in the Caribbean Sea. Spanish galleon San José explodes and sinks with the loss of almost all her 600 crew and an estimated 8.8 million ounces troy weight in gold;[2] her wreck is located in 2015.
July–December
· July 1 – Tewoflos becomes Emperor of Ethiopia.
· July 11 – War of the Spanish Succession: Battle of Oudenarde – Allied forces under the command of John Churchill, 1st Duke of Marlborough, defeat the French in the Spanish Netherlands.[3]
· August – The future Charles VI, Holy Roman Emperor weds Elisabeth Christine of Brunswick-Wolfenbüttel.
· August 3 – In the Battle of Trenčín, 8,000 soldiers of the Imperial Army of the Habsburgs are victorious over the 15,000 Hungarian Kuruc forces of Francis II Rákóczi.
· August 18 – War of the Spanish Succession: Menorca is captured by British forces.[3]
· August 23 – Meidingu Pamheiba is crowned King of Manipur.
· August 29 – A French-Native American attack in Haverhill, Massachusetts kills 16 settlers.
· September 28 (O.S.); September 29 (Swedish calendar); October 9 (N.S.) – Great Northern War: Battle of Lesnaya – Peter the Great of Russia defeats the forces of the Swedish Empire.
· October 12 – War of the Spanish Succession: British forces capture Lille after a two-month siege, although the citadel continues to hold out for another six weeks.[4]
· October 26 – Topping out of new St Paul's Cathedral in London.[5]
· December 14 – The première of Electre by Prosper Jolyot de Crébillon takes place in Paris.[6]
· December 17 – Deborah Churchill, British pickpocket and prostitute, is executed before a large crowd for being an accomplice to murder.
Date unknown
· Fearful of a Swedish attack, the Russians blow up the city of Tartu, Estonia.
· The Russians burn the city of Porvoo, Finland (at the time part of Sweden).[7][8]
· One third of the population of Masuria dies of the plague.
· Johann Sebastian Bach is appointed as chamber musician and organist, at the court in Weimar.
· Italian philosopher Giambattista Vico delivers his inaugural lecture to the University of Naples, which will be published in 1709 as his first book, De Nostri Temporis Studiorum Ratione (On the Order of the Scholarly Disciplines of Our Times).
· Calcareous hard-paste porcelain is produced for the first time in Europe, at Dresden, Saxony, by Ehrenfried Walther von Tschirnhaus, and developed after his death (October) by Johann Friedrich Böttger.
· The Company of Merchants of London Trading (with consent of the Parliament of Great Britain) merges with the East Indies, and the more recently established English Company Trading to the East Indies, to form the United Company of Merchants of England Trading to the East Indies, known as the Honourable East India Company.[9]

1709 January–March
· January 1 – Battle of St. John's: The French capture St. John's, the capital of the British colony of Newfoundland.
· January 6 – Western Europe's Great Frost of 1709, the coldest period in 500 years, begins during the night, lasting three months, with its effects felt for the entire year.[1] In France, the Atlantic coast and Seine River freeze, crops fail, and 24,000 Parisians die. Floating ice enters the North Sea.
· January 10 – Abraham Darby I successfully produces cast iron using coke fuel at his Coalbrookdale blast furnace in Shropshire, England.[2][3][4]
· February 1 or 2 – During his first voyage, Captain Woodes Rogers encounters marooned privateer Alexander Selkirk, and rescues him after four years living on one of the Juan Fernández Islands, inspiring Daniel Defoe's novel Robinson Crusoe.[5][6] After sacking Guayaquil, he and Selkirk will visit the Galápagos Islands.[7]
· February 19 – Tokugawa Ienobu becomes the sixth shōgun of the Tokugawa dynasty of Japan, after the death of the shōgun Tsunayoshi, who had been head of government since 1680.
· February – In America, Mardi Gras is celebrated one more time with Masque de la Mobile in the capital of French Louisiana, Mobile, Alabama, before Mobile is moved 27 miles (43 km) down the Mobile River to Mobile Bay in 1711.
· March 28 – Johann Friedrich Böttger reports the first production of hard-paste porcelain in Europe, at Dresden.
April–June
· April 13 – The Raudot Ordinance of 1709 becomes law in the French colony of New France, legalizing slavery.
· April 21 – Mirwais Hotak takes control of Kandahar (in Afghanistan) by murdering the Persian governor, Gurgin Khan, known also as George XI.
· May 6 – The first influx into Britain of poor refugee families of German Palatines from the Rhenish Palatinate arrives in England.[8] Most of them are Protestants en route to the New World colonies.[9]
· June 17 – Trịnh Cương becomes the new king of northern Vietnam (Đàng Ngoài) upon the death of his grandfather, Trịnh Căn, and begins a 20-year reign until his death on December 20, 1729
· June 26 – The Battle of Fort Albany, an attack by 100 French colonial volunteers and Cree natives on the British Hudson's Bay Company outpost at Fort Albany on Hudson Bay. John Fullartine, commander of the post, leads a successful defense of the fort and 18 of the attackers are killed and then retreat. The site is now part of a Cree First Nation reserve in the Canadian province of Ontario.
· June 28 – A treaty is signed in Dresden to re-establish an alliance between the Kingdoms of Denmark-Norway and the Electorate of Saxony, on behalf of King Frederik IV of Denmark-Norway and Saxony's King Augustus II.
July–December
· July 8 (June 27 Old Style; June 28 in the Swedish calendar) – Great Northern War: Battle of Poltava in the Cossack Hetmanate (Ukraine) – Peter the Great leads forces of the Tsardom of Russia to a decisive victory over Swedish forces under Charles XII, ending the Swedish invasion of Russia and effectively ending Sweden's role as a major power in Europe.
· July 9 – Christopher Slaughterford of London is executed in Guildford for the murder of Jane Young, his fiancée. He is the first person in modern England executed for murder based exclusively on circumstantial evidence, and he maintains his innocence to the last.
· July 13 – Production of Eau de Cologne is begun by perfumier Johann Maria Farina in Germany, founding Johann Maria Farina gegenüber dem Jülichs-Platz.
· July 26 – Reinhard Keiser's opera Desiderius, König der Langobarden is premiered in Hamburg.[10]
· July 27 – Japan's Emperor Higashiyama abdicates after a reign of 23 years that began in 1687, and is succeeded by his son Yoshihito, who is enthroned as the Emperor Nakamikado.
· July 30 – War of the Spanish Succession: Tournai is captured by John Churchill, 1st Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene of Savoy.[4]
· August 8 – The hot air balloon of Bartolomeu de Gusmão flies in Portugal.
· August 28 – Pamheiba is crowned King of Manipur.
· September 11 (August 31 Old Style) – War of the Spanish Succession: Battle of Malplaquet – Troops of the Dutch Republic, Habsburg monarchy, the Kingdom of Great Britain and the Kingdom of Prussia, led by the Duke of Marlborough, drive the French from the field, but suffer twice as many casualties.[4]
· October 9 – War of the Spanish Succession: The British army captures Mons.[11]
· October 12 – Chihuahua City in Mexico is founded.
· October 14 – The Chinese region of Ningxia is shaken by a 7.5 earthquake killing more than 2,000 people.
· December 25 – From London, ten ships leave for the New York Colony carrying over 4,000 people.
· December 26 – The first performance of the opera Agrippina by George Frideric Handel takes place at the Teatro San Giovanni Grisostomo in Venice.[12]
Date unknown
· Herculaneum, an ancient town in Ercolano, Campania, Italy and buried under volcanic ash and pumice in the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 AD, is discovered by accident when attempts to drill a well for a monastery encountered marble and other materials.
· The first modern edition of William Shakespeare's plays is published in London, edited by Nicholas Rowe.
· The first piano is exhibited in Florence by its inventor Bartolomeo Cristofori, who names it "gravicembalo col piano e forte", a name which is subsequently shortened to "pianoforte" and then "piano".
· A collapsible umbrella is introduced in Paris.[13]
· Trinity School is founded as the charity school of Trinity Church, in New York City.
· The second Eddystone Lighthouse, erected off the south west coast of England by John Rudyerd, is completed.[14]
· De Nostri Temporis Studiorum Ratione (On the Study Methods of Our Times) is published by Neapolitan philosopher Giambattista Vico.
· Priceless medieval altarpieces, created by Tyrolese sculptor Michael Pacher, are destroyed.
· Basil Lazarus III becomes Syriac Orthodox Maphrian of the East.[15]


1727-1729 CYCLE 
Venus-Mars-Sun conjunct at 18*Capricorn, conjunct Saturn, conjunct fixed star Sualocin,  grand trine with Pluto and Neptune
1727 
January–March
· January 1 – (December 21, 1726 O.S.) Spain's ambassador to Great Britain demands that the British return Gibraltar after accusing Britain of violating the terms of the 1713 Treaty of Utrecht. Britain refuses and the Thirteenth Siege of Gibraltar begins on February 22.
· January 6 – Martin Spanberg and two other members of the First Kamchatka expedition arrive in Okhotsk, after a journey from Saint Petersburg of almost two years. After the end of winter, the 63-member group, commanded by Vitus Bering, proceeds to the Kamchatka River, to prepare for exploration of the Arctic.
· January 9 – The world-famous Charité Hospital is established in Berlin, to be used for research and to help the poor. Prussia's King Frederick William I had ordered the conversion of a 16-year old institution, originally built in anticipation of an epidemic of the bubonic plague.
· January 12 – Abd el-Sayed of Egypt is enthroned, as Pope John XVII of Alexandria becomes the leader of the Coptic Christian Church, as the 105th Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of the Holy See of St. Mark. He will serve until his death on April 20, 1745.
· February 2 – Johann Sebastian Bach's solo cantata, Ich habe genug, BWV 82, premieres in Leipzig.
· February 20 – German composer George Frideric Handel becomes a British subject.[1]
· February 22 (February 11, 1726 O.S.) – Spain besieges the British-held territory of Gibraltar, in order to recapture it.[1] Britain's Royal Navy begins a blockade of Spanish ports and the unsuccessful siege ends with the signing of a truce on June 24.
· March 4 – Battle of Halidzor in Armenia: A small group of defenders overcomes a much larger Ottoman Empire army.
· March 9 – The west African Kingdom of Dahomey, ruled by King Trudo Agaja, conquers and annexes the Kingdom of Xwéda, after King Haffon is killed in battle (three years earlier, Agaja conquered the neighboring state of Allada).
· March 22 – After 55 years as Sultan of Morocco, Ismail Ibn Sharif dies at the age of 81, prompting a 30-year battle between seven of his sons, for succession to the throne.
April–June
· April 11 – Johann Sebastian Bach's St Matthew Passion (BWV 244b) premieres at St. Thomas Church, Leipzig.
· May 12 – History of the Moravian Church: The 18th century renewal: The Brotherly Agreement is adopted by the Moravian Church community at Herrnhut, under the influence of Count Nicolaus Zinzendorf, beginning the Church's renewal.
· May 17 – Peter II of Russia was made Emperor of Russia, eleven years of age.
· May 31 – The Royal Bank of Scotland is founded by Royal Charter in Edinburgh.[2]
· June 22 (July 11 Old Style) – George, Prince of Wales, becomes King George II of Great Britain, on the death of his father.[2]
· June 23 – Spain ceases hostilities after its attempt to recapture Gibraltar from Britain fails. A truce is signed the next day.[1]
· June 27 – Uxbridge, Massachusetts, is incorporated as a town.
July–September
· July 1 – In India, Shuja-ud-Din Muhammad Khan becomes the new Nawab of Bengal after the death of his father-in-law, Murshid Quli Khan. At the time, Bengal consists of what is now the nation of Bangladesh and the southeast Indian state of West Bengal and is subservient to the Mughal Empire.
· July 23 – Seventeen Ursuline Sisters from France land in New Orleans, in the Louisiana territory of New France, after a journey that began on February 22.[3] They later create the orphanage which is the predecessor of Catholic Charities and the Ursuline Academy, the oldest Catholic school in the United States.
· August 13 – History of the Moravian Church: The 18th century renewal: The Moravian Church community at Herrnhut undergoes a Pentecostal[anachronism] experience.
· August 14 – Elections for the House of Commons begin in Great Britain and continue until October 17.
· August 30 – Anne, eldest daughter of King George II of Great Britain, is given the title Princess Royal.
· September 8 – A barn fire during a puppet show in the village of Burwell, Cambridgeshire, England, kills 78 people, many of them children. Another report says that all but six of the 160 persons assembled were killed in the accidental fire.[4]
October–December
· October 11 – George II of Great Britain is crowned. Handel's Coronation Anthems are composed for the event, including Zadok the Priest, which has been played at every subsequent Coronation of the British monarch.[1]
· October 17 – With voting for the British House of Commons concluding, the Whigs, led by Sir Robert Walpole, increase their supermajority, winning 415 of the 558 seats. The Tories share of Commons decreases from 169 to 128.
· November 18 – Tabriz earthquake, Persia kills 77,000.
· November 21 – The Netherlands signs the Treaty of Seville.
· November 27 – The foundation stone of the Jerusalem's Church in Berlin is laid.
· December 8 – For the first time since the union of England and Scotland into Great Britain, the Royal Bank of Scotland, which still retains the right to print currency, issues its first pound note, printing paper currency for twenty shillings. The Scottish pound note continues to be printed until 2001 and the smallest denomination now is a five pound note.
· December 17 – The London Evening Post, a conservative newspaper, publishes its first issue. It continues in regular publication for 70 years.
Date unknown
· An old woman known as Janet (Jenny) Horne of Loth, Sutherland becomes the last alleged witch in the British Isles to be executed, when she is burned at the stake in Dornoch, Scotland.[5][6] (Some sources give the date as June 1722.)[7]
· The first Amish move to North America.
· 1727–1800 – Lt. Col. Francisco de Mello Palheta smuggles coffee seeds to Brazil in a bouquet, starting a coffee empire

1728 Events

January–March
· January 5 – The Real y Pontificia Universidad de San Gerónimo de la Habana, the oldest university in Cuba, is founded in Havana.
· January 9 – The coronation of Peter II as the Tsar of the Russian Empire takes place in Moscow.
· January 29 – The Beggar's Opera, the most popular theatrical production of the 18th century, is performed for the first time. The premiere takes place at the Lincoln's Inn Fields Theatre in London. Written by John Gay with music arranged by Johann Christoph Pepusch, the ballad opera is a satire of Italian opera.
· February 28 – Battle of Palkhed: Maratha Peshwa Bajirao I defeats the first Nizam of Hyderabad, Nizam-ul-Mulk.
· March 14 – Jean-Jacques Rousseau leaves Geneva for the first time.
April–June
· April 14 – Saint Serapion of Algiers, the first Mercedarian (of the Order of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mercy) is canonized by Pope Benedict XIII.
· April 29 – John Essington, a member of the British House of Commons, is expelled from Commons after a successful petition to have him unseated. Essington, deep in debt, dies in Newgate Prison less than year later.
· April 30 – The 82 survivors of the wreckage of the Dutch East India Company frigate Zeewijk arrive in the new ship that they had built, Sloepie, at their original destination of Batavia in the Dutch East Indies (now Jakarta in Indonesia).
· May 16 – Saint Margaret of Cortona, the patron saint of the falsely accused, homeless people and mental illness sufferers, is canonized.
· May 25 – Pope Gregory VII (Hildebrand of Sovana), who served as pontiff from 1073 to 1085, is canonized as a Roman Catholic saint.
· May 31 – The Royal Bank of Scotland invents the overdraft, allowing Edinburgh merchant William Hogg cash credit (in the amount of £1,000) for his creditors to be paid by the bank until Hogg receives expected revenue to repay the amount owed, plus interest.[1]
· June 14 – The Congress of Soissons opens at the French town of Soissons to negotiate a treaty between Great Britain and Spain. [2] The treaty, which is concluded on November 9, 1729, recognizes the Spanish royal family's rule of parts of Italy, and Britain's possession of Gibraltar and Menorca.
· June 25 – The Treaty of Kyakhta is signed at the border city of Kyakhta, between Russia and China, by representatives of the Tsar Peter II, and the Emperor Yongzheng.
July–September
· July 14 – The First Kamchatka Expedition, led by Vitus Bering and his crew sail northward on the ship Archangel Gabriel from the Kamchatka Peninsula, through the Bering Strait, and round Cape Dezhnev.
· July 17 – At the age of 8, Prince Teruhito, son of Emperor Nakamikado, is named as the Crown Prince of Japan. Teruhito becomes the Emperor Sakuramachi at age 15, upon his father's death.
· July 18 – After a reign of only four months, Abdalmalik is deposed as Sultan of Morocco by his half-brother Ahmad ad Dahabi, whom he had deposed on March 13. Abdalmalik is later captured and executed on March 2, 1729.
· July 23 – At the conclusion of the Szeged witch trials in the city of the same name in Hungary, six men and six women are burned at the stake on the island of Boszorkány Sziget (Hungarian for "Witch Island").
· August 16 – Because of advancing Arctic ice, the First Kamchatka Expedition turns around after Vitus Bering concludes (inaccurately) that it had reached the easternmost point of Russia and Asia, and fails to spot the coast of Alaska because of the weather.
· August 29 – The City of Nuuk is founded in Greenland, as Fort Godt-Haab, by royal governor Claus Paarss.
· September 15 – Persian physician Mohammad Mehdi ibn Ali Naqi completes Zad al-musafirin, his treatise for travelers to Persia on preservation of their health. He notes the date as a postscript in his manual. [3]
· September 18 – John Deane, a colonial administrator of Britain's British East India Company, returns to Calcutta (Kolkata) after an absence of more than two years, and takes office at Fort William to return to administering the Bengal Presidency, an area now covering the Indian state of West Bengal and the nation of Bangladesh. [4]
· Late Summer – Voltaire ends his exile in England.
October–December
· October 20–23 – The Copenhagen Fire of 1728 (the largest in the Danish city's history) burns.
· November 25 – In India, the Maratha Empire's army invades the Mughal Empire's Malwa province, crossing the Narmada River. On November 29, the two armies clash at the Battle of Amjhira; the Maratha troops, commanded by General Chimaji Appa, overcome the defenders of Malwa (now part of India's Andhra Pradesh state) and Malwa's Governor Girdhar Bahadur is killed.
· December 25 – William Burnet, the British Governor of the Province of Massachusetts Bay since July 19, is appointed by King George II to be the Governor of the Province of New Hampshire as well, governing both future U.S. states simultaneously until September 7. Up until July, Burnet had been Governor of both New York and New Jersey since 1720.
Date unknown
· English astronomer James Bradley uses stellar aberration (first observed in 1725) to calculate the speed of light, and observes nutation of the Earth's axis.[5]


1739-1741 CYCLE
Venus-Mars-Sun conjunct at 27*Libra, conjunct Mercury, sesquiquadrate Neptune, conjunct fixed star Agena
1739 
January–March
· January 1 – Bouvet Island is discovered by French explorer Jean-Baptiste Charles Bouvet de Lozier, in the South Atlantic Ocean.
· January 3 – A 7.6 earthquake shakes the Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region in China killing 50,000 people.
· February 24 – Battle of Karnal: The army of Iranian ruler Nader Shah defeats the forces of the Mughal emperor of India, Muhammad Shah.
· March 20 – Nader Shah occupies Delhi, India and sacks the city, stealing the jewels of the Peacock Throne, including the Koh-i-Noor.
April–June
· April 7 – English highwayman Dick Turpin is executed by hanging for horse theft.
· May 12 – John Wesley lays the foundation stone of the New Room, Bristol in England, the world's first Methodist meeting house.[1]
· June 13 – (June 2 Old Style); The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences is founded in Stockholm, Sweden.[2]
July–September
· July 9 – The first group purporting to represent an all-England cricket team, consisting of 11 players from various parts of England, comes to Kent and loses to the renowned Kent team, led by Lord John Sackville.[3]
· July 12 – The British East India Company signs a treaty with the Maratha Empire to gain the right of free trade within the territory.[4]
· July 22 – The Ottoman Empire retakes Belgrade from Austria's Habsburg monarchy after winning the Battle of Grocka.[5]
· August 20 – The Viceroyalty of New Granada, incorporating modern-day Colombia, Ecuador, and Venezuela is re-established by the royal cedula of King Philip V of Spain, 16 years after it had been dissolved, and adds the territory of Panama as well.[6]
· September 9 – The Stono Rebellion, a slave rebellion, erupts near Charleston, South Carolina.
· September 18 – The Treaty of Belgrade brings the Austro-Russian–Turkish War (1735–39) to an end.
October–December
· October 3 – The Treaty of Niš is signed.
· October 12 – The town of Utuado, Puerto Rico was founded by Sebastian de Morfi.
· October 17 – The Foundling Hospital is created in London by royal charter.
· October 23 – War of Jenkins' Ear: Great Britain declares war on Spain.
· November 20–22 – War of Jenkins' Ear – Battle of Porto Bello: British marine forces capture the Panamanian silver-exporting town of Portobelo from the Spanish.
· December 30– Months of unseasonably cold weather begin in Ireland, precipitating the Irish Famine of 1740, known as Bliain an Áir ("The Year of Slaughter"). A January 5 dispatch from Dublin to the Stamford Mercury says "Since last Wednesday we have had the most violent cold Weather that was ever known in this Kingdom; hard Frost began that evening, which has continued ever since with a very stormy Wind at South-East."[7] At least 13% of Ireland's population dies of starvation in the year that follows.[8]
Date unknown
· Ecuador, part of Real Audiencia of Quito, becomes a part of New Granada, instead of Peru.
· 84,000 farmers revolt in the province of Iwaki in Japan.
· A Plinian eruption of Mount Tarumae volcano occurs in Japan.
· The first Bible in Estonian is published

1740
January–March
· January 8 – All 237 crewmen on the Dutch East India Company ship Rooswijk are drowned when the vessel strikes the shoals of Goodwin Sands, off of the coast of England, as it is beginning its second voyage to the Indies. The wreckage is discovered more than 250 years later, in 2004.[1]
· February 20 – The North Carolina General Assembly incorporates the town of Newton as Wilmington, North Carolina, named for Spencer Compton, 1st Earl of Wilmington and patron of Royal Governor Gabriel Johnston.
· March 16 – King Edward of the Miskito Indians signs a treaty making his kingdom, located on the coast of modern-day Nicaragua, a protectorate of Great Britain.[2]
· March 25 – Construction begins on Bethesda Orphanage for boys near Savannah, Georgia, founded by George Whitefield.
April–June
· April 8 – War of the Austrian Succession: The Royal Navy captures the Spanish ship of the line Princesa off Cape Finisterre and takes her into British service.
· May 31 – Frederick II becomes King in Prussia upon the death of his father, Frederick William I.
· June 1 – Plantation Act 1740 or Naturalization Act 1740 of the Parliament of Great Britain comes into effect providing for Protestant alien immigrants (including Huguenots, and also Jews) residing in the American colonies for 7 years to receive British nationality.
· June 16 – Pour le Mérite first awarded in Prussia as a military honour.
· June 26 – War of Jenkins' Ear: Siege of Fort Mose – A Spanish column of 300 regular troops, free Black militia and Indian auxiliaries storms Britain's strategically crucial position of Fort Mose, Florida.
July–September
· July 7 – Adam Smith sets out from Scotland to take up a scholarship at Balliol College, Oxford.[3]
· July 11 – Pogrom: Jews are expelled from Little Russia.
· August 1 – The song Rule, Britannia! is first performed at Cliveden, the country home of Frederick, Prince of Wales, in England.[4]
· August 17 – Pope Benedict XIV succeeds Pope Clement XII, as the 247th pope.
· September 8 – Hertford College, Oxford, England, is founded for the first time.[5]
October–December
· October 9–22 – Batavia Massacre: Troops of the Dutch East India Company massacre at least 10,000 Chinese Indonesians in Batavia.[6]
· October 20 – Maria Theresa inherits the hereditary dominions of the Habsburg monarchy (Austria, Bohemia, Hungary and modern-day Belgium) under the terms of the Pragmatic Sanction of 1713 on the death of her father, Charles VI. Her succession to the Holy Roman Empire is contested widely because she is a woman, but she will reign for 40 years.
· November 6 – Samuel Richardson's popular and influential epistolary novel, Pamela; or, Virtue Rewarded, is published anonymously in London.
· November 14 – The University of Pennsylvania is officially established.
· December 16 – Frederick II of Prussia invades the Habsburg possession of Silesia, starting the War of the Austrian Succession.
Date unknown
· Enfield, North Carolina, is founded.
· Spain begins construction on Fort Matanzas in the Matanzas Inlet, approximately 15 miles (24 km) south of St. Augustine, Florida.
· The fairy-tale Beauty and the Beast by French novelist Gabrielle-Suzanne Barbot de Villeneuve was published.
1741 - January–March
· January 13
· Lanesborough, Massachusetts is created as a township.[1]
· Conventicle Act of 1741 is introduced in Denmark-Norway.[2]
· February 13 – Sir Robert Walpole, the prime minister of Great Britain, popularizes the term "the balance of power" in a speech in Parliament.[3]
· February 14 – Irish-born actor Charles Macklin makes his London stage debut as Shylock in The Merchant of Venice at the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, pioneering a psychologically realistic style with Shakespeare's text revived, replacing George Granville's melodramatic adaptation The Jew of Venice.[4] Kitty Clive plays the travesti role of Portia.[5]
· March 9 – War of the Austrian Succession: Prussian troops bring down the Austrian fortress of Glogau (modern-day Głogów in Poland).[6]
· March 13 – The British Royal Navy takes 180 warships, frigates and transport vessels, led by Admiral Edward Vernon, to threaten Cartagena, Colombia, with more than 27,000 crew against the 3,600 defenders.[7]
April–June
· April 6 – The New York Slave Insurrection, a plot to set fire to New York City, is discovered.[8]
· April 10 – War of the Austrian Succession: An Austrian army is defeated by Prussian troops of Frederick the Great in the Battle of Mollwitz.
· May 4 – Vitus Bering sets out from Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky to map the coasts of Siberia and Alaska.
· May 9 – War of Jenkins' Ear: Battle of Cartagena de Indias – Spain's defenders in New Grenada, under the command of General Blas de Lezo, defeat Edward Vernon's Royal Navy force, leading to a British retreat to Jamaica.[9]
· May 14 – HMS Wager, one of the vessels of George Anson's voyage around the world, is wrecked on the coast of Chile, killing most of the crew who have survived scurvy.[10]
· May 15 – Nader Shah, Emperor of Persia, narrowly escapes an assassination attempt.[11]
· May 21 – War of the Austrian Succession: King George II of Great Britain orders the British Army to prepare for an invasion of Prussia to defend his Electorate of Hanover.[12]
· June 11 – 1741 British general election, begun on April 30, concludes with Prime Minister Robert Walpole's Whigs retaining their majority in the House of Commons but losing 44 seats to candidates who have defected to the new Patriot Whigs to oppose his policies.
· June 25 – Maria Theresa of Austria is crowned Queen Regnant of Hungary in Bratislava.
July–September
· July 8 – Jonathan Edwards repeats his Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God sermon at Enfield, Connecticut.
· July 15 – Alexei Chirikov sights land in Southeast Alaska, and sends some men aboard his ship ashore in a longboat, making them the first Europeans to visit Alaska.
· August 4–5 – War of Jenkins' Ear: Invasion of Cuba – British Admiral Edward Vernon captures Guantánamo Bay in Cuba, which he renames Cumberland Bay, but which his forces are forced to abandon on December 9.
· August 10 – Raja Marthanda Varma of Travancore defeats the Dutch East India Company in the Battle of Colachel, ending the Dutch colonial rule in India and marking the first "major" defeat of a European colonial military power in India.
· August 23 – At least 2,000 die along the shores of the Sea of Japan after a volcanic eruption on an island generated the Kampo Tsunami.[13]
· September 11 – War of the Austrian Succession: Linz falls to the Bavarian Army.[14]
October–December
· October 12 – George II, as Elector of Hanover, signs the Neustadt Protocol with France, but fails to inform his British government until after his return from Germany.[15]
· November 25–26 – War of the Austrian Succession: Franco-Bavarian troops commanded by Maurice of Saxony storm in Battle of Prague city Prague.
· December 6 (November 25, O.S.) – Elizabeth of Russia becomes czarina after a palace coup.[16]
· December 7
· War of the Austrian Succession: Charles Albert of Bavaria has himself proclaimed King of Bohemia.[17]
· Aleksei Chirikov of Russia presents the first written description of the northwest coast of North America.[18]
· December 19 – Vitus Bering dies during his expedition, east of Siberia.
· December 25 – Anders Celsius develops his own thermometer scale, Centigrade, the predecessor of the Celsius scale.
Date unknown
· Summer – Upper Priory Cotton Mill is opened in Birmingham, England, as the world's first mechanised cotton mill by Lewis Paul and John Wyatt; although this is not a commercial success, other Paul-Wyatt cotton mills follow.[19]
· Stemmatographia by Hristofor Zhefarovich, regarded as the first Serbian and Bulgarian secular printed book, is printed in Vienna.
· The Royal Order of Scotland in freemasonry is founded.

1812-1814  CYCLE
Venus-Mars-Sun conjunct at 16*Cancer, trine Neptune

1812 
· June 22 – France declared war on Russia.
· June 24 – Napoleon's Grande Armée crosses the Neman River, and invades Russia.[15]
July–September
· July 12 – Americans invade Canada at Windsor, Ontario.
· July 18 – Russia's Patriotic War – Battle of Klyastitsy: Kulnev defeats Oudinot, but sustains a mortal wound.
· July 19 – Beethoven and Goethe meet each other in Teplice, Bohemia.
· July 22 – Peninsular War – Battle of Salamanca: British forces led by the Earl of Wellington defeat French troops near Salamanca, Spain.
· August 5 – War of 1812: Tecumseh's Indian force ambushes Thomas Van Horne's 200 Americans at Brownstone Creek, causing them to flee and retreat.
· August 12 – Peninsular War: The combined English and Portuguese army under the command of Wellington enters Madrid, following the Battle of Salamanca.
· August 15 – War of 1812 – Battle of Fort Dearborn: Potawatomi warriors overrun the United States fort in Illinois Territory.
· August 16 – War of 1812: American General William Hull surrenders Fort Detroit, without a fight, to the British Army.
· August 19 – War of 1812: USS Constitution defeats the British frigate Guerriere, off the coast of Nova Scotia. The British shot is said to have bounced off Constitution's sides, earning her the nickname "Old Ironsides".[16]
· September 7 – Napoleonic Wars – French invasion of Russia – Battle of Borodino: The bloodiest battle of the Napoleonic Wars so far ends in a tactical victory for Napoleon. There are at least 70,000 casualties, with a minimum of 6,562 dead from the French Grande Armée alone.[17]
· September 14 – French invasion of Russia and Fire of Moscow: Napoleon's troops enter Moscow, which is deliberately set on fire by Muscovites, on orders of Fyodor Rostopchin. Later accounts report that France lost 40,000 troops during four days of fire between September 17 and 20, and that 20,000 Russian soldiers were killed in what would be described in 1876 as "the greatest example in history of national self-sacrifice for the destruction of an invader."[18]
October–December
· October 9 – War of 1812: American naval forces under Lieutenant Jesse Duncan Elliott capture two British warships, HMS Detroit and HMS Caledonia.
· October 12 – The capital of the U.S. state of Pennsylvania is permanently moved from Lancaster to Harrisburg.[19][20]
· October 13 – War of 1812 – Battle of Queenston Heights: As part of the Niagara campaign in Ontario, Canada, United States forces under General Stephen Van Rensselaer are repulsed from invading Canada by British and native troops, led by Sir Isaac Brock (who dies during the battle).
· October 18–20 – Second Battle of Polotsk – Russians attack and defeat a Franco-Bavarian force in Belarus.
· October 19 – Napoleon begins his retreat from Moscow.
· October 23 – Malet coup of 1812: General Claude François de Malet attempts unsuccessfully to overthrow the Napoleonic régime in Paris.
· October 24 – Napoleonic Wars – Battle of Maloyaroslavets: An inconclusive encounter between the French vanguard and a Russian force leads Napoleon to decide to retreat along the same line as his advance, with disastrous results.
· November 3 – Napoleonic Wars – Battle of Vyazma: The rearguard of Napoleon's retreating army is defeated.
· November 5 – 1812 United States presidential election: James Madison defeats DeWitt Clinton.
· November 10 – 1812 United Kingdom general election: The Tory Party is victorious, under Robert Jenkinson, 2nd Earl of Liverpool.
· November 15–18 – Napoleonic Wars – Battle of Krasnoi: Napoleon's retreating army is again defeated in a series of skirmishes.
· December 8 – The M6.9–7.5 San Juan Capistrano earthquake affects Alta California with a maximum Mercalli intensity of VII (Very strong) to IX (Violent), killing 40 parishioners at Mission San Juan Capistrano.
· December 14 – The French invasion of Russia comes to an end as the remnants of the Grande Armée are expelled from Russia.
· December 18 – The first Spanish Christmas Lottery is drawn, in Cádiz; it will be continuing more than two centuries later. The first Lotería Nacional was drawn on March 4.[21]
· December 20 – The first volume of Grimms' Fairy Tales is published in Germany.
· December 29 – War of 1812: USS Constitution defeats the British frigate HMS Java, off the coast of Brazil.
· December 30 – The Convention of Tauroggen is signed.
Date unknown
· The Bishop James Madison Society is founded at the College of William & Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia.
· The Woodford Reserve Bourbon whiskey distillery, established in 1780 along Glenn's Creek in Woodford County, Kentucky, passes to the control of Oscar Pepper.
· The Ranikot Fort is reconstructed in Sindh.
· Approximate date – Battle of Shela: The people of Lamu Island are victorious against those from other parts of the Kenya coa

1813 EVENTS

January–March
· January 5 – The Danish state bankruptcy of 1813 occurs.
· January 18–23 – War of 1812: The Battle of Frenchtown is fought in modern-day Monroe, Michigan between the United States and a British and Native American alliance.
· January 24 – The Philharmonic Society (later the Royal Philharmonic Society) is founded in London.
· January 28 – Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice is published anonymously in London.
· January 31 – The Assembly of the Year XIII is inaugurated in Buenos Aires.
· February – War of 1812 in North America: General William Henry Harrison sends out an expedition to burn the British vessels at Fort Malden by going across Lake Erie via the Bass Islands in sleighs, but the ice is not hard enough, and the expedition returns.
· February 3 – Argentine War of Independence: José de San Martín and his Regiment of Mounted Grenadiers gain a largely symbolic victory against a Spanish royalist army in the Battle of San Lorenzo.
· February 7 – Napoleonic Wars: Action of 7 February 1813 – The French frigate Aréthuse and the British ship HMS Amelia engage in battle in the Îles de Los on the Guinea Coast; both ships retire unbeaten.
· February 9 – Prussia abolishes the canton system.
· February 11 – War of 1812: Construction begins on Fort Meigs in Ohio, under the command of General William Henry Harrison. Major Amos Stoddard assumes command of its artillery.
· March 4
· Napoleonic Wars: The French garrison evacuates Berlin, leaving Russian troops able to reach and take the city without a fight.
· Cyril VI of Constantinople is elected Ecumenical Patriarch.
· March 17 – Napoleonic Wars: Prussia declares war on France, and introduces the Iron Cross military award (backdated to March 10).
· March 28 – 1813–1814 Malta plague epidemic spreads from Egypt.
· March 29 – Mexican War of Independence: Battle of Rosillo Creek – The Republican Army of the North defeats the Spanish Royalist Army in modern-day Bexar County, Texas.
April–June
· April 8 – War of 1812: Colonel James Ball arrives at Fort Meigs with 200 dragoons.
· April 27 – War of 1812: Battle of York – United States troops raid and destroy but do not hold the capital of Upper Canada, York (modern-day Toronto).
· May 1–9 – War of 1812: Fort Meigs is first besieged, by British allied forces under General Henry Proctor and Chief Tecumseh.
· May 2 – Napoleonic Wars: Battle of Lützen – Napoleon wins against the German alliance.
· May 11 – 1813 crossing of the Blue Mountains: Gregory Blaxland, William Lawson and William Wentworth leave on an expedition to cross the Blue Mountains of Australia.
· May 20–21 – Napoleonic Wars: Battle of Bautzen – Napoleon again defeats his combined enemies.
· May 27 – War of 1812: In Canada, American forces capture Fort George.
· June 1 – War of 1812: Capture of USS Chesapeake in Boston Harbor by British Royal Navy frigate HMS Shannon.
· June 6
· War of 1812: Battle of Stoney Creek – A British force of 700 under John Vincent defeats an American force three times its size, under William H. Winder and John Chandler.
· 1813 crossing of the Blue Mountains: Gregory Blaxland, William Lawson and William Wentworth succeed in crossing the Blue Mountains (New South Wales) and return home.
· June 21 – Peninsular War: Battle of Vitoria – A British, Spanish and Portuguese force of 78,000 with 96 guns under Wellington defeats a French force of 58,000 with 153 guns under Joseph Bonaparte.
· 
July–September
· July – War of 1812 – The second siege of Fort Meigs by British allied forces fails.
· July 5 – War of 1812: Three weeks of British raids on Fort Schlosser, Black Rock and Plattsburgh, New York begin.
· July 13
· The Carabinieri, the national military police of Italy, are founded by Victor Emmanuel I as the police force of the Kingdom of Sardinia.
· Missionaries Adoniram Judson and his wife, Ann Hasseltine Judson, arrive in Burma.
· July 21 – U.K. Parliament passes the Doctrine of the Trinity Act 1813, repealing legal penalties for non-trinitarian sects such as Unitarians, and codifying religious tolerance in Great Britain (the Toleration Act of 1688 did not apply to Jews, non-trinitarians, or Roman Catholics).[1]
· July 23 – Sir Thomas Maitland is appointed as the first Governor of Malta, transforming the island from a British protectorate to a de facto colony.
· August 12 – Napoleonic Wars: Austria declares war on France.
· August 19 – Gervasio Antonio de Posadas joins Argentina's second triumvirate.
· August 23 – Napoleonic Wars – Battle of Großbeeren: Napoleon is defeated by Prussia and Sweden.
· August 26 – Napoleonic Wars – Battle of Katzbach: Napoleon's troops are defeated by Prussia and Russia.
· August 26–27 – Napoleonic Wars – Battle of Dresden: Napoleon's troops are victorious.
· August 29–30 – Napoleonic Wars – First Battle of Kulm: French Marshal Vandamme is defeated and captured, by allied Coalition forces from Russia, Prussia and Austria.
· August 30 – Creek War – Fort Mims massacre: A force of Creeks, belonging to the Red Sticks faction, kills hundreds of settlers in Fort Mims, Alabama.
· August 31 – Peninsular War:
· Battle of San Marcial: The Spanish Army of Galicia under Manuel Freire de Andrade turns back Marshal Soult's last major offensive against Wellington's allied army.
· After besieging San Sebastián, allied troops in Spain rampage, ransack and burn down the town almost entirely.
· September – Robert Southey becomes Poet Laureate of the United Kingdom.
· September 4 – The name of Germany's national card game, "Scat" (modern-day Skat), appears for the first time, in the gaming records of Hans Carl Leopold von der Gabelentz.
· September 6 – Napoleonic Wars – Battle of Dennewitz: The armies of Napoleon are again defeated by Prussia and Russia.
· September 10 – War of 1812 – Battle of Lake Erie: An American squadron under Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry defeats a British squadron, capturing 6 ships.
· September 17 – Napoleonic Wars – Second Battle of Kulm: The Allied Coalition is victorious; Napoleon is forced to halt his advance on Teplitz, and withdraw to Leipzig.

October–December
October 26: Battle of the ChateauguayNovember 20: Dutch rise up against French rule.
· October 2 – The Philomathean Society of the University of Pennsylvania is founded (the oldest continuously existing literary society in the United States).
· October 5 – War of 1812 – Battle of the Thames in Upper Canada: William Henry Harrison defeats the British, and native leader Tecumseh is killed in battle.
· October 14 – After a ceremony in Caracas, Venezuela, the municipality gives Simón Bolívar the title of El Libertador.[2]
· October 16–19 – Napoleonic Wars – Battle of Leipzig: Napoleon is defeated by the forces of the Sixth Coalition. More than 600,000 troops are in the field, with well over 10% killed, wounded or missing. Many of the German states forming the Confederation of the Rhine defect from Napoleon to the Coalition, as a result of the battle.
· October 24–November 5 – Persia and Russia sign the Treaty of Gulistan at the end of the Russo-Persian War, by which Persia loses modern-day Georgia, Dagestan and most of Azerbaijan to Russia.
· October 26 – War of 1812 – Battle of the Chateauguay: Charles de Salaberry defeats an American invasion.
· November 11 – War of 1812 – Battle of Crysler's Farm: An outnumbered British–Canadian force defeats the Americans, forcing them to give up their attempt to capture Montreal.
· November 21 – An independent government is restored in the Netherlands.
· December 8 – Ludwig van Beethoven's Symphony No. 7, together with his Wellington's Victory, are premiered in Vienna under the composer's baton, in a benefit concert for Austrian and Bavarian soldiers wounded at the Battle of Hanau.
· December 18–19 – War of 1812: British soldiers and native allies invade the United States, and are successful in the Capture of Fort Niagara, and attack Lewiston, New York.
· December 29 – War of 1812: British soldiers burn Buffalo, New York.
Date unknown
· Mathieu Orfila publishes his groundbreaking Traité des poisons, formalizing the field of toxicology.
· Charles Waterton begins the process of turning his estate at Walton Hall, West Yorkshire, England into what is, in effect, the world's first nature reserve.[3]
· Following the death of his father Wossen Seged, Sahle Selassie arrives at the capital Qundi before his other brothers, and is made Meridazmach of Shewa.
· The Supreme Council for the Northern Jurisdiction of the United States of America is founded.
· Probable date – George E. Clymer invents the Columbian press, used to print newspapers worldwide.

1814
January
· January 1 – War of the Sixth Coalition – The Royal Prussian Army led by Gebhard Leberecht von Blücher crosses the Rhine.
· January 3
· War of the Sixth Coalition – Siege of Cattaro: French garrison surrenders to the British after ten days of bombardment.
· War of the Sixth Coalition – Siege of Metz: Allied armies lay siege to the French city and fortress of Metz.
· January 5 – Mexican War of Independence – Battle of Puruarán: Spanish Royalists defeat Mexican Rebels.
· January 11 – War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Hoogstraten: Prussian forces under Friedrich Wilhelm Freiherr von Bülow defeat the French.
· January 14
· Treaty of Kiel: Frederick VI of Denmark cedes the Kingdom of Norway into personal union with Sweden, in exchange for west Pomerania. This marks the end of the real union of Denmark-Norway.
· War of the Sixth Coalition – Siege of Antwerp: Allied forces besiege French Antwerp.
· January 19 – War of the Sixth Coalition – Siege of Ragusa: Allied siege of French town begins.
· January 22, January 24 – War of 1812 – Battles of Emuckfaw and Enotachopo Creek: In northern Alabama, United States forces under General Andrew Jackson defeat the Red Sticks.
· January 24 – War of the Sixth Coalition – First Battle of Bar-sur-Aube: Two Austrian and Württemberger corps wage an inconclusive battle against the French Imperial Guard.
· January 27
· War of the Sixth Coalition – Siege of Ragusa: French garrison surrenders to the British and the Austrians.
· War of 1812 – Battle of Calebee Creek: US forces under John Floyd defeat the Red Sticks in Alabama.
· January 29 – War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Brienne: A French army led by Napoleon is victorious against von Blücher.
· January 31 – Gervasio Antonio de Posadas becomes Supreme Director of Argentina.
February
· February – George Hamilton-Gordon, 4th Earl of Aberdeen, represents Britain at the Congress of Chatillon.
· February 1
· Mount Mayon in the Philippines erupts for the second time; more than 1,200 people die and the Cagsawa Church is destroyed.
· Lord Byron's semi-autobiographical tale in verse The Corsair is published by John Murray in London, and sells 10,000 copies on this day.[1]
· War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of La Rothière: Blücher's Allied army defeats the French under Napoleon.
· February 2 – War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Lesmont: French forces under Joseph Lagrange defeat the Allies.
· February 8 – War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of the Mincio River: French and Italian troops under Viceroy Eugène de Beauharnais fight an Austrian army to a draw.
· February 10 – War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Champaubert: A French army led by Napoleon effectively destroys a small Russian corps led by Zakhar Dmitrievich Olsufiev, opening the Six Days' Campaign.
· February 11
· Norway's independence is proclaimed, marking the ultimate end of the Kalmar Union.
· War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Montmirail: A French army led by Napoleon is victorious against Fabian Gottlieb von der Osten-Sacken and Ludwig Yorck von Wartenburg in the Six Days' Campaign.
· February 12
· A fire destroys the Custom House in the City of London.
· War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Château-Thierry (1814): A French army led by Napoleon is victorious against Ludwig Yorck von Wartenburg and Fabian Gottlieb von der Osten-Sacken in the Six Days' Campaign.
· Venezuelan War of Independence – Battle of La Victoria (1814): Republicans defeat Spanish Royalists.
· February 14 – War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Vauchamps: A French army led by Napoleon is victorious against von Blücher, the last major action of the Six Days' Campaign.
· February 15 – War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Garris: An Allied army led by the Duke of Wellington is victorious against the French under Jean Isidore Harispe.
· February 17 – War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Mormant: A French army led by Napoleon effectively destroys a Russian division.
· February 18 – War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Montereau: A French army led by Napoleon is victorious against Austrian forces.
· February 21 – The Great Stock Exchange Fraud is exposed in London.
· February 27
· War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Bar-sur-Aube: An Allied army led by the Prince of Schwarzenberg is victorious against the French under Jacques MacDonald.
· War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Orthez: An Allied army led by the Duke of Wellington is victorious against the French under Jean-de-Dieu Soult.
· February 28 – War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Gué-à-Tresmes: Two French corps led by Auguste Marmont and Édouard Mortier defeat Prusso-Russian forces.
March

· March 1 – War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Saint-Julien: Austrian Army of the South defeats the French Army of the Rhône.
· March 3
· War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Laubressel: Schwarzenberg defeats the French under MacDonald.
· Chilean War of Independence – First Battle of Talca: Royalists defeat Chilean rebels.
· March 4 – War of 1812 – Battle of Longwoods: American raiding party defeats British regulars and militia and Indian fighters.
· March 5 – War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Berry-au-Bac: French cavalrymen led by Napoleon defeat Cossacks under Ferdinand von Wintzingerode.
· March 7 – War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Craonne: A French army led by Napoleon is victorious against combined Prussian and Russian forces under von Blücher and Vorontsov, but with French losses exceeding their opponents.
· March 8 – War of the Sixth Coalition: A night attack by the British under Sir Thomas Graham on the French fortress of Bergen op Zoom ends in failure.
· March 9
· War of the Sixth Coalition – Treaty of Chaumont signed by four Allied powers, deepening their alliance against France.
· American naval schooner USS Enterprise reaches Wilmington, North Carolina, returning from participating in the War of 1812 against the United Kingdom in the Caribbean.
· March 10 – War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Laon: von Blücher defeats Napoleon.
· March 10–15 – Argentine War of Independence – Battle of Martín García: The United Provinces of South America defeat the Spanish royalists.
· March 11 – War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Mâcon: Austrian Army of the South defeats the French Army of the Rhône.
· March 12 – Louis Antoine, Duke of Angoulême enters Bordeaux.
· March 13 – War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Reims: Napoleon defeats a combined Russo-Prussian corps.
· March 19 – Chilean War of Independence – Battle of El Quilo: Chilean rebels defeat Spanish royalists.
· March 20
· War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Limonest: Austrian and Hessian forces defeat the French Army of the Rhône.
· Chilean War of Independence – Battle of Membrillar: Chilean rebels defeat Spanish royalists.
· March 21 – War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Arcis-sur-Aube: Allied army defeats Napoleon.
· March 25
· War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Fère-Champenoise: Allied army led by Schwarzenberg defeats the French under Marmont and Mortier.
· De Nederlandsche Bank is established.
· March 26 – War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Saint-Dizier: Napoleon defeats the Russians under Ferdinand von Wintzingerode.
· March 26–27 – War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Jobourg: British squadron defeats and captures two French frigates.
· March 27 – War of 1812 – Battle of Horseshoe Bend: In northern Alabama, United States forces under General Andrew Jackson defeat the Creek Indians.
· March 28 – War of 1812 – Battle of Valparaíso: Two British Royal Navy ships easily defeat and capture USS Essex and a sister ship off the coast of Chile.
· March 29 – Chilean War of Independence – First Battle of Cancha Rayada: Spanish royalists defeat Chilean rebels.
· March 30
· War of the Sixth Coalition: The Battle of Paris begins.
· War of 1812 – Battle of Lacolle Mills: British garrison defeats American attack.
· March 31
· War of the Sixth Coalition: Coalition troops occupy Paris.
· War of the Sixth Coalition – Battle of Courtrai: French forces defeat Saxons and Prussians.
April–June
· April 6 – Napoleonic Wars – Bourbon Restoration: Louis XVIII is invited to occupy the restored French throne.
· April 10
· Napoleonic Wars – Battle of Toulouse: The Duke of Wellington is victorious.
· War of the Sixth Coalition – Siege of Metz is lifted by the Allies.
· April 11 – Napoleonic Wars – Treaty of Fontainebleau: The War of the Sixth Coalition ends, and Napoleon is forced to abdicate unconditionally as Emperor of the French.
· April 12
· The Count of Artois arrives in Paris, acting as Lieutenant General of the realm before the arrival of his brother, Louis XVIII.
· The Royal Norwegian Navy is re-established.
· April 14 – Napoleonic Wars – Battle of Bayonne: The Allies defeat a French sortie from Bayonne.
· April 18/19 – Genoa surrenders to the British Royal Navy.
· April 24 – Convention of Mantua: The Napoleonic Kingdom of Italy is returned to provisional Austrian rule.
· April 28
· The Ligurian Republic is revived.
· War of 1812 – Capture of HMS Epervier by the USS Peacock.
· May 2 – Napoleonic Wars – Declaration of Saint-Ouen: Louis XVIII declares his support for representative government while claiming unlimited monarchical sovereignty.
· May 3
· The Duke of Provence, the future Louis XVIII, returns to Paris.
· Treaty of Lircay signed between Royalists and Patriots during the Chilean War of Independence.
· May 4
· Ferdinand VII abolishes the Spanish Constitution of 1812, returning Spain to absolute monarchy.
· War of the Sixth Coalition – Siege of Antwerp ends in a French capitulation.
· War of the Sixth Coalition – Siege of Mainz ends as the French leave the fortress.
· May 6 – War of 1812 – Battle of Fort Oswego: British forces attack Fort Ontario at Oswego, New York.
· May 14–16 – War of 1812 – American Raid on Port Dover and destruction of property.
· May 16 – William Brown, Irish-born rebel leader and future Admiral of the Navy of Argentina, begins a blockade of Montevideo, the colonial capital of Rio de la Plata.[2]
· May 17
· The Constitution of Norway is signed and the Danish Crown Prince Christian Frederik is elected King of Norway, by the Norwegian Constituent Assembly.
· The occupation of Monaco changes from French to Austrian hands.
· Argentine War of Independence – Battle of Buceo ends in the burning of five Spanish ships and capture of two.
· May 24 – Duke of Wellington arrives in Madrid from Paris in an attempt to avert civil war between supporters of Ferdinand VII and the opposition Liberals, including many troops who fought under him during the Peninsular War
· May 27 – War of the Sixth Coalition – Siege of Hamburg ends in a French capitulation.
· May 28
· War of the Sixth Coalition – Barcelona is restored to Spanish Bourbon rule as the French garrison leaves the city.
· Venezuelan War of Independence – Battle of Carabobo: Republican victory under Simón Bolívar over Spanish Royalists.
· May 29–30 – War of 1812 – Battle of Big Sandy Creek: US forces capture British marines and sailors.
· May 30 – Napoleonic Wars: The First Treaty of Paris is signed, returning France's borders to their 1792 extent. Napoleon is exiled to Elba on the same day.
· June 4 – Charter of 1814: Louis XVIII of France issues the Charter of 1814, a written constitution that retains royal supremacy and will remain in force from 1814 to 1815 and again from 1815 to 1830.
· June 6 – Beginning of the Allied sovereigns' visit to England: Tsar Alexander I of Russia and King Frederick William III of Prussia sail from Boulogne-Sur-Mer to Dover on board the Royal Navy ship HMS Impregnable as guests of George, Prince of Wales, the regent during the incapacity of King George III.[3]
· June 12 – The poem "She Walks in Beauty" is written by Lord Byron.[4]
· June 17 – In London, Alexander, Frederick William and George exchange their ratifications of the Peace Treaty ending the war with France.[5]
· June 20 – Gaspar de Vigodet, Spain's last colonial administrator of the Viceroyalty of the Río de la Plata (covering nearly all of modern-day Argentina, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay), surrenders the city of Montevideo to independence fighters, led by General Carlos María de Alvear.[2]
· June 21 – The secret Eight Articles of London are signed between the Great Powers, uniting the Low Countries under William I of the Netherlands.
· June 28 – War of 1812 – Sinking of HMS Reindeer by USS Wasp.
July–September
· July 3 – War of 1812 – Capture of Fort Erie by the Americans under Major General Jacob Brown.
· July 5 – War of 1812 – Battle of Chippawa: American Major General Jacob Brown defeats British General Phineas Riall at Chippawa, Ontario.
· July 7 – Walter Scott's Waverley, his first prose fiction and one of the first significant historical novels in English, is published anonymously by Archibald Constable in Edinburgh, selling out in two days.[6]
· July 13 – The Carabinieri (the national military police of Italy) is established by Victor Emmanuel, as the police force of the Kingdom of Sardinia.
· July 19–20 – War of 1812 – Siege of Prairie du Chien: British troops and Native Americans besiege and capture the frontier settlement.
· July 19 – War of 1812 – Battle of Rock Island Rapids: British-allied tribes ambush and defeat an American expedition in Illinois.
· July 22 – War of 1812 – The Treaty of Greenville is signed between the U.S. government and Native American tribes.
· July 25
· George Stephenson tests his first locomotive Blücher successfully in England.[7]
· War of 1812 – Battle of Lundy's Lane: Reinforcements arrive near Niagara Falls, Ontario for General Riall's British and Canadian force, and a bloody, all-night battle with Jacob Brown's Americans commences at 18.00 hours; Americans retreat to Fort Erie.
· July 26 – The Swedish–Norwegian War (1814) begins with a Swedish attack.
· July 28 – The revived Ligurian Republic is dissolved.
· July 29 – Swedish–Norwegian War: The invasion of Hvaler ends in a Swedish victory.
· July 30 – The Great fire of Tirschenreuth in Bavaria destroys the town and 907 buildings.
· August 1 – The Grand Jubilee of 1814 is held in Britain, celebrating the hundredth anniversary of the Hanoverian Succession
· August 2 – Swedish–Norwegian War: Battle of Lier ends in a Norwegian victory.
· August 4
· War of 1812 – Battle of Mackinac Island results in a British victory over an American invasion.
· Swedish–Norwegian War (1814) – Battle of Fredrikstad ends in a Swedish victory.
· War of 1812 – The British Siege of Fort Erie begins.
· August 5 – Swedish–Norwegian War: the Battle of Matrand ends in a Norwegian victory.
· August 7 – Pope Pius VII decrees the bull Sollicitudo omnium ecclesiarum, reestablishing the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) all over the world, after having approved their survival and existence in Russia.
· August 9
· Creek War – The Treaty of Fort Jackson is signed, ending the Creek War.
· Swedish–Norwegian War (1814) – Battle of Langnes ends in a Norwegian victory.
· August 12 – In England, the last hanging under the Black Act is carried out, of William Potter for cutting down an orchard (although the judge petitions for reprieve).
· August 13 – The Anglo-Dutch Treaty of 1814 is signed in London, returning most possessions of the Dutch Empire acquired by the United Kingdom since 1803 to the Netherlands, although Britain retains the Cape of Good Hope and the South American settlements of Demerara, Essequibo and Berbice (later consolidated as British Guiana). In addition, the British cede the island of Banca off the island of Sumatra, in exchange for the settlement of Cochin, India.
· August 13–September 6 – War of 1812 – Engagements on Lake Huron result in British victory.
· August 14
· Swedish–Norwegian War (1814) – The Battle of Kjølberg Bridge ends in Swedish victory.
· Swedish–Norwegian War (1814) – The Convention of Moss is signed, ending the Swedish–Norwegian War.
· August 24 – War of 1812 – Burning of Washington: British troops, after defeating American forces at the Battle of Bladensburg, occupy Washington, D.C., setting numerous buildings on fire, including the Capitol and Presidential Mansion.
· August 26 – Chilean War of Independence – Battle of Las Tres Acequias ends in victory for the forces of Jose Miguel Carrera.
· August 31 – War of 1812 – Battle of Caulk's Field: American militia defeats British landing.

1863-1865 CYCLE
Conjunction at 13* Virgo, opposite Neptune/Moon

1863 Events

September
American Civil War:
· 
· September 6 – Confederates evacuate Battery Wagner and Morris Island, in South Carolina.
· September 19–20 – Battle of Chickamauga – Confederate forces turn back a Union invasion of Georgia.
· September 30 – Georges Bizet's opera Les pêcheurs de perles debuts, at the Théâtre Lyrique in Paris.
· September – The Western Railroad from Fayetteville, North Carolina, to the coal fields of Egypt, North Carolina, is completed.[16]
October
· October 3 – U.S. President Abraham Lincoln proclaims a national Thanksgiving Day, to be celebrated on the final Thursday in November.
· October 5 – The Brooklyn, Bath and Coney Island Rail Road starts operations in Brooklyn, New York, making it the oldest right-of-way on the New York City Subway, the largest rapid transit system in the United States, and one of the largest in the world.
· American Civil War:
· October 14 – Battle of Bristoe Station – Confederate General Robert E. Lee's forces fail to drive the Union army out of Virginia.
· October 15 – The Confederate submarine H. L. Hunley sinks during a test, killing Horace Lawson Hunley (its inventor) and a crew of seven.[9]
· October 26–29 – The Resolutions of the Geneva International Conference are signed by sixteen countries meeting in Geneva agreeing to form the International Red Cross.
· October 29 – American Civil War: Battle of Wauhatchie – Forces under Union General Ulysses S. Grant, having fought through the night, ward off a Confederate attack led by General James Longstreet. Union forces thus open a supply line into Chattanooga, Tennessee.[17]
November
· November 4 – Hector Berlioz's opera Les Troyens is performed for the first time, at the Théâtre Lyrique in Paris.[18]
· November 15 – King Christian IX of Denmark succeeds his distant cousin Frederick VII, giving rise to the beginning of the Second Schleswig-Holstein crisis.
· American Civil War:
· November 16 – Battle of Campbell's Station – Near Knoxville, Tennessee, Confederate troops led by General James Longstreet unsuccessfully attack Union forces under General Ambrose Burnside.
· November 17 – Siege of Knoxville – Confederate forces led by General James Longstreet place Knoxville, Tennessee, under siege (the two-week-long siege and an attack are unsuccessful).
· November 18 – King Christian IX of Denmark signs the November Constitution, which declares Schleswig to be part of Denmark, regarded by the German Confederation as a violation of the London Protocol of 1852, leading to the German–Danish war of 1864.
· November 19 – U.S. President Abraham Lincoln delivers the Gettysburg Address, at the military cemetery dedication ceremony in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.
· American Civil War:
· November 23 – Battle of Chattanooga III – Union forces led by General Ulysses S. Grant reinforce troops at Chattanooga, Tennessee, and counter-attack Confederate troops.
· November 24 – Battle of Lookout Mountain – Near Chattanooga, Tennessee, Union forces under General Ulysses S. Grant capture Lookout Mountain, and begin to break the Confederate siege of the city, led by General Braxton Bragg.
· November 25 – Battle of Missionary Ridge – At Missionary Ridge in Tennessee, Union forces led by General Ulysses S. Grant break the siege of Chattanooga, by routing Confederate troops under General Braxton Bragg.
· November 26 – Mine Run – Union forces under General George Meade position against troops led by Confederate General Robert E. Lee (Meade's forces cannot find any weaknesses in the Confederate lines, and give up trying after five days).
· November 27 – Confederate cavalry leader John Hunt Morgan and several of his men escape the Ohio state prison, and return safely to the South.
December
· December 1 – The first steam-operated passenger railway in New Zealand opens at Christchurch in South Island.[19][page needed]
· December 6 – C.S.A.C. Fides Quadrat Intellectum, the First Reformed student society, is founded at the Theologische Universiteit Kampen (Broederweg), in Kampen, the Netherlands.
· December 8 – The Church of the Company Fire in Santiago, Chile, kills between 2,000 and 3,000 people.
· December 15
· Romania opens its first mountain railway (from Anina to Oravița).
· Gerard Adriaan Heineken, 22, buys the brewery 'De Hooiberg' ("The Haystack") in Amsterdam.
· December 19 – Linoleum is patented in the United Kingdom.[3]
Date unknown
· The Second Anglo-Ashanti War (1863–1864) begins.
· Bartolomé Mitre secretly backs the revolt of Venancio Flores against the Uruguayan Blanco government.
· Douglas becomes the capital of the Isle of Man, after its parliament (Tynwald) moves its chambers from Castletown.
· The first outbreak of phylloxera on the European mainland is observed, in the vineyards of the southern Rhône region of France.
· The recipe for the herbal liqueur Bénédictine is devised by Alexandre Le Grand in Fécamp, France.
· Richard Owen publishes the first description of a fossilised bird, Archaeopteryx.[3][20]
· The Colmar Treasure, a hoard of 14th century Jewish precious metal objects, is discovered in Alsace.

1864 January
February 17: Submarine H. L. Hunley
· January 13 – American songwriter Stephen Foster ("Oh! Susanna", "Old Folks at Home") dies aged 37 in New York City, leaving a scrap of paper reading "Dear friends and gentle hearts". His parlor song "Beautiful Dreamer" is published in March.
· January 16 – Denmark rejects an Austrian-Prussian ultimatum to repeal the Danish Constitution, which says that Schleswig-Holstein is part of Denmark.[1]
· January 21 – New Zealand Wars: The Tauranga campaign begins.
· January 22 – the Stifone powder-magazine explosion near Narni, Italy, destroys much of the village of Stifone and kills 12 people.
February
· February – John Wisden publishes The Cricketer's Almanack for the year 1864 in England; it will go on to become the major annual cricket reference publication.
· February 1 – Danish-Prussian War (Second Schleswig War): 57,000 Austrian and Prussian troops cross the Eider River into Denmark.
· February 15 – Heineken Brewery is founded in the Netherlands.
· American Civil War:
· February 17 – The tiny Confederate hand-propelled submarine H. L. Hunley sinks the USS Housatonic (1861), using a spar torpedo in Charleston Harbor, becoming the first submarine to sink an enemy ship, although the submarine and her crew of eight are also lost.[2]
· February 20 – The Union suffers one of its costliest defeats at the Battle of Olustee near Lake City, Florida.
· February 25 – The first Northern prisoners arrive at the Confederate prison at Andersonville, Georgia (the 500 prisoners had left Richmond, Virginia, seven days before).
March
· March 1 – Alejandro Mon y Menéndez takes office as Prime Minister of Spain.
· American Civil War:
· March 9 – Abraham Lincoln appoints Ulysses S. Grant commander in chief of all Union armies.
· March 10 – The Red River Campaign begins, as Union troops reach Alexandria, Louisiana.
· March 11 – Great Sheffield Flood: A reservoir near Sheffield, England, bursts; 250 die.
· March 14 – Rossini's Petite messe solennelle is first performed, by twelve singers, two pianists and a harmonium player in a mansion in Paris.[3]
April
· April 8 – Gallaudet University is founded in Washington, D.C., as the first university for the deaf and hard of hearing.
· April 12 – American Civil War: Battle of Fort Pillow – Confederate forces kill most of the African American soldiers who surrender at Fort Pillow, Tennessee.
· April 15 – Choe Je-u, founder of the Donghak Movement, is executed by beheading for sedition, at Daegu, Korea.
· April 18 – Danish-Prussian War (Second Schleswig War) – Battle of Dybbøl: The Prussian army, fielding 10,000 men, defeats the Danish defending army of 9,200 at Dybbøl Mill, after an artillery bombardment from April 7–18.
· April 22
· The United States Congress passes the Coinage Act of 1864, which makes privately issued Civil War tokens illegal. An additional law is passed on June 8 to include all private coinage.
· The phrase "In God We Trust" appears for the first time on the newly created two-cent piece.
· April 30 – American Civil War: Confederate forces led by General E. Kirby Smith attack federal troops retreating across the Saline at Jenkins' Ferry, Arkansas.[4]


May
· May 2 – Under terms of the Treaty of London, the United Kingdom voluntarily cedes control of the United States of the Ionian Islands to the Kingdom of Greece.
· May 4 – Société Générale, a major financial group in France, is founded.[5]
· May 5 – American Civil War: The Battle of the Wilderness begins in Spotsylvania County, Virginia.
· May 7
· American Civil War: The Army of the Potomac, under General Ulysses S. Grant, breaks off from the Battle of the Wilderness and moves southwards.
· The clipper ship City of Adelaide is launched in Sunderland, England. By the 21st century, she will be the world's oldest surviving clipper of only two (Cutty Sark being the other).
· May 8–21 – American Civil War: Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (The Bloody Angle) – Some 4,000 troops on both sides die in an inconclusive engagement.
· May 9
· Danish-Prussian War (Second Schleswig War): Battle of Heligoland – The Danish navy gains a tactical victory over those of Austria and Prussia, near the island of Heligoland. It is the last significant naval battle fought by squadrons of wooden ships, and also the last involving Denmark.
· American general John Sedgwick is shot dead during the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House, shortly after uttering the famous last words: "They couldn't hit an elephant from this distance!"
· American Civil War:
· May 11 – Battle of Yellow Tavern – Confederate General J. E. B. Stuart is mortally wounded at Yellow Tavern, Virginia.
· May 13 – Battle of Resaca – The battle begins with Union General Sherman fighting toward Atlanta.
· & May 15 – Battle of New Market – Cadets from the Virginia Military Institute fight alongside the Confederate Army, forcing Union General Franz Sigel out of the Shenandoah Valley.
· May 18 – Civil War gold hoax: The New York World and the New York Journal of Commerce publish a fake proclamation that President Abraham Lincoln has issued a draft of 400,000 more soldiers.
· May 20
· American Civil War: Battle of Ware Bottom Church – In the Virginia Bermuda Hundred Campaign, 10,000 troops fight in this Confederate victory.
· Australian bushranger Ben Hall and his gang escape from a shootout with police, after attempting to rob the Bang Bang Hotel in Koorawatha, New South Wales.
· May 21 – The Russian Empire begins the Circassian genocide. More than 1.5 million Circassians are driven from their homeland to the Ottoman Empire, ending the Russo-Circassian War.
· May 26 – Montana Territory is organized out of parts of Washington Territory and Dakota Territory.



June
· American Civil War:
· June 5 – Battle of Piedmont – Union forces under General David Hunter defeat a Confederate army at Piedmont, West Virginia, taking nearly 1,000 prisoners.
· June 9 – First Battle of Petersburg
· June 10 –
· Battle of Noonday Creek – Confederate troops defeat Union forces, near Kennesaw, Georgia.
· Battle of Brice's Crossroads – Confederate troops under Nathan Bedford Forrest defeat a much larger Union force, led by General Samuel D. Sturgis, in Mississippi.
· June 12 – Battle of Cold Harbor – General Ulysses S. Grant pulls his troops from their positions at Cold Harbor, Virginia, and moves south.
· June 15 – Arlington National Cemetery is established in the United States, when 200 acres (0.81 km2) of the grounds of Robert E. Lee's home (Arlington House) are officially set aside as a military cemetery, by U.S. Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton.
· June 18
· The Decree of Extended Freedom of Trade introduces complete freedom of trade in Sweden.
· The January Uprising ends in the defeat of Polish forces.
· June 19 – American Civil War: Battle of Cherbourg – Confederate States Navy CSS Alabama is sunk in a single-ship action with USS Kearsarge, in the English Channel off the coast of Cherbourg peninsula, France.
· June 21 – New Zealand Wars: The Tauranga Campaign ends.
· June 27 – American Civil War: Battle of Kennesaw Mountain – Confederate troops defeat Union forces near Kennesaw, Georgia.
· June 29
· Second Schleswig War: The Battle of Als is won by the Prussians under General Herwarth von Bittenfeld, who occupy the island of Als after crossing the Alssund, between the village of Sottrupskov and the Sandbjerg Estate, by night. Of 9,000 Danish troops stationed there, a third are killed, wounded or captured.[6]
· St-Hilaire train disaster, a passenger train operated by Grand Trunk Railway and travelling from Quebec City to Montreal is derailed at a swung open bridge after a signal passed at danger. The train also collapses onto a ship, sinking both ship and train. 99 people are killed and 100 injured making this the deadliest train accident in Canada's history.[7]
· June – The United States Sanitary Commission's Sanitary Fair in Philadelphia takes place.[8]
July
· July 2 – Dimitri Atanasescu founds the first Romanian school in the Balkans for Aromanians in Trnovo, in the Ottoman Empire (modern-day North Macedonia).[9] By the early 20th century, the number of these schools will have risen to 106.[10]
· July 4 – The University of Bucharest in Romania is founded.
· July 18 – President Lincoln issues a true proclamation of conscription of 500,000 men, for the U.S. Civil War.
· July 19 – The Third Battle of Nanking climaxes, when the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom capital of Nanking falls to an assault by Imperial Qing dynasty forces, in the last major action of the Taiping Rebellion in China. There are probably more than a million troops in the battle, and the Taiping army sustains at least 100,000 dead.
· American Civil War:
· July 20 – Battle of Peachtree Creek – Near Atlanta, Confederate forces led by General John Bell Hood unsuccessfully attack Union troops under General William T. Sherman.
· July 22 – Battle of Atlanta – Outside of Atlanta, Confederate General Hood leads an unsuccessful attack on Union troops under General Sherman, on Bald Hill.
· July 24 – Second Battle of Kernstown – Confederate General Jubal Early defeats Union troops led by General George Crook in an effort to keep the Yankees out of the Shenandoah Valley.
· July 28 – Battle of Ezra Church – Confederate troops, led by General Hood, make a third unsuccessful attempt to drive Union forces under General Sherman from Atlanta.
· July 29 – Confederate spy Belle Boyd is arrested by Union troops, and detained at the Old Capitol Prison in Washington, D.C.
· July 30 – Battle of the Crater – Union forces attempt to break Confederate lines, by exploding a large bomb under their trenches.

August
· August 1 – The Elgin Watch Company is founded in Elgin, Illinois.
· August 5 – American Civil War: Battle of Mobile Bay – At Mobile Bay near Mobile, Alabama, Admiral David Farragut leads a Union flotilla through Confederate defenses, and seals one of the last major Southern ports.
· August 10 – An undeclared Uruguayan War begins, when Uruguay refuses an ultimatum from the Empire of Brazil.
· August 13 – The first fish and chips shop perhaps opens in London.
· August 18 – American Civil War: Battle of Globe Tavern – Forces under Union General Ulysses S. Grant try to cut a vital Confederate supply-line into Petersburg, Virginia, by attacking the Wilmington and Weldon Railroad, forcing the Confederates to use wagons.
· August 22 – The First Geneva Convention, for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded in Armies in the Field, is signed in Geneva by 12 European states, under the auspices of the International Committee for Relief to the Wounded (predecessor of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement).

August 22: Signing of the First Geneva Convention
· August 31 – American Civil War: Union forces, led by General William T. Sherman, launch an assault on Atlanta.
September
· September 1
· American Civil War: Confederate General Hood evacuates Atlanta, after a 4-month siege mounted by Union General Sherman.
· Charlottetown Conference: Delegates from the Canadian colonies meet, to discuss Canadian Confederation.
· September 2 – American Civil War: Union forces under General Sherman enter Atlanta, a day after the Confederate defenders fled the city.
· September 5–6 – Bombardment of Shimonoseki: An American, British, Dutch and French alliance engages the powerful feudal Japanese warlord or daimyō Lord Mōri Takachika, of the Chōshū clan, based in Shimonoseki, Japan.
· September 7 – American Civil War: Atlanta is evacuated on orders of Union General William Tecumseh Sherman.
· September 16 – Pope Pius IX establishes the Diocese of Gozo.
· September 17 – American Civil War: The Second Battle of Cabin Creek is fought in Indian Territory.
· September 28 – The International Workingmen's Association is founded in London.[11]
October
· October 1 – A calamity is narrowly averted in London at the Erith explosion
· October 2 – American Civil War: First Battle of Saltville – Union forces attack Saltville, Virginia, but are defeated by Confederate troops.
· October 5 – A cyclone kills 70,000 people in and around Calcutta in India.
· October 9 – American Civil War: Battle of Tom's Brook – Union cavalrymen in the Shenandoah Valley defeat Confederate forces at Tom's Brook, Virginia.
· October 10 – The Quebec Conference begins, to discuss plans for the creation of a Dominion of Canada.[12]
· October 12 – Uruguayan War: Forces of the Empire of Brazil invade Uruguay, in support of Venancio Flores' Colorado Party.
· October 28 – American Civil War: Second Battle of Fair Oaks – Union forces under General Ulysses S. Grant withdraw from Fair Oaks, Virginia, after failing to breach the Confederate defenses around Richmond, Virginia.
· October 30
· The Second Schleswig War is concluded. Denmark renounces all claim to Schleswig, Holstein, and Lauenburg, which come under Prussian and Austrian administration.
· Helena, Montana, is founded, after four prospectors (the so-called Four Georgians) discover gold at Last Chance Gulch; it is their last and agreed final attempt for weeks, of trying to find gold in the northern Rockies.
· An annular solar eclipse occurs, the 42nd solar eclipse of Solar Saros 131.
· October 31 – Nevada is admitted as the 36th U.S. state.[13]
November
· November 4 – American Civil War: Battle of Johnsonville – At Johnsonville, Tennessee, troops under the command of Confederate General Nathan Bedford Forrest bombard a Union supply base with artillery, and destroy millions of dollars' worth of material.
· November 7 – The capital of Idaho Territory is moved from Lewiston to Boise; North Idaho declares the move illegal, and proposes secession.
· November 8 – 1864 United States presidential election: Abraham Lincoln is reelected, in an overwhelming victory over George B. McClellan.
· November 12 – Hostilities in the Paraguayan War open, with the Paraguayan ship Tacuarí capturing the Brazilian Marquês de Olinda, in the Paraguay River.
· American Civil War:
· November 15 – Sherman's March to the Sea begins: Union General Sherman burns Atlanta and starts to move south, living off the land, and causing extensive devastation to crops and mills.
· November 20 – The judicial reform of Alexander II is launched in the Russian Empire.
· November 22 – Sherman's March to the Sea – Confederate General John Bell Hood invades Tennessee, in an unsuccessful attempt to draw Union General Sherman from Georgia.
· November 25 – A group of Confederate operatives, calling themselves the Confederate Army of Manhattan, starts fires in more than 20 locations, in an unsuccessful attempt to burn down New York City.
· November 29 – American Indian Wars: Sand Creek massacre – Colorado volunteers, led by Colonel John Chivington, massacre at least 400 Cheyenne and Arapaho noncombatants at Sand Creek, Colorado (where they had been given permission to camp); many of the dead are subsequently mutilated.
· November 30 – American Civil War: Second Battle of Franklin – The Confederate Army of Tennessee, led by General Hood, mounts a dramatically unsuccessful frontal assault on Union positions around Franklin, Tennessee (Hood loses 6 generals and almost a third of his troops).
December
· December 1 – The Great Fire of Brisbane breaks out in Australia.
· December 4 – American Civil War: Sherman's March to the Sea – At Waynesboro, Georgia, forces under Union General Judson Kilpatrick prevent troops, led by Confederate General Joseph Wheeler, from interfering with Union General Sherman's campaign of destroying a wide swath of the South, on his march to Savannah; Union forces suffer more than 3 times the casualties as the Confederates, however.
· December 8
· James Clerk Maxwell presents his paper, A Dynamical Theory of the Electromagnetic Field, to the Royal Society in London, treating light as an electromagnetic wave.[14]
· Syllabus errorum: Pope Pius IX condemns theological liberalism as an error, and claims the supremacy of Roman Catholic Church authority over civil society. He also condemns rationalism and socialism.
· The Clifton Suspension Bridge across the River Avon (Bristol) in England, designed by Isambard Kingdom Brunel and completed as a memorial to him, opens to traffic.[11]
· December 13 – Paraguayan War: Paraguay formally declares war on the Empire of Brazil, in support of the Uruguayan National Party. The war continues to 1870, with around 300,000 Paraguayan deaths.
· December 15–16 – American Civil War: Battle of Nashville – Union forces decisively defeat the Confederate Army of Tennessee.
Date unknown
· The Second Anglo-Ashanti War ends.
· The Dutch conquer southern Sumatra.[citation needed]
· Asa Mercer travels from Seattle to the U.S. East Coast, and recruits 11 Mercer Girls, potential wives for men on the West Coast.
· The first Quanjude Peking Roast Duck restaurant opens on Qianmen Street in Peking, China.
· Yasudaya Currency Exchange Bank, as predecessor of Mizuho Financial Group, is founded in Edo (modern-day Tokyo), Japan.[15]
· Merchants Bank of Halifax, as predecessor of Royal Bank of Canada, founded in Nova Scotia.[citation needed]

1865 
January
· January 4 – The New York Stock Exchange opens its first permanent headquarters at 10-12 Broad near Wall Street, in New York City.
· January 13 – American Civil War: Second Battle of Fort Fisher – Union forces launch a major amphibious assault against the last seaport held by the Confederates, Fort Fisher, North Carolina.
· January 15 – American Civil War: Union forces capture Fort Fisher.
· January 31
· The Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution (conditional prohibition of slavery and involuntary servitude) passes narrowly, in the House of Representatives.
· American Civil War: Confederate General Robert E. Lee becomes general-in-chief.
February
· February 3 – American Civil War: Hampton Roads Conference: Union and Confederate leaders discuss peace terms.
· February 6 – The municipal administration of Finland is established.[1]
· February 8 & March 8 – Gregor Mendel reads his paper on Experiments on Plant Hybridization at two meetings of the Natural History Society of Brünn in Moravia, subsequently taken to be the origin of the theory of Mendelian inheritance.[2]
· February 21 – John Deere receives a United States patent for ploughs.
· February 22 – Tennessee adopts a new constitution that abolishes slavery.
· February – American Civil War: Columbia, South Carolina burns, as Confederate forces flee from advancing Union forces.
March
· March 3 – The U.S. Congress authorizes formation of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands.
· March 4 – Washington College and Jefferson College are merged to form Washington & Jefferson College in the United States.[3]
· March 13 – American Civil War: The Confederate States of America agrees to the use of African American troops.
· March 18 – American Civil War: The Congress of the Confederate States of America adjourns for the last time.
· March 19–21 – American Civil War : Battle of Bentonville: Union troops compel Confederate forces to retreat from Four Oaks, North Carolina.
· March 25
· The Claywater Meteorite explodes just before reaching ground level in Vernon County, Wisconsin; fragments having a combined mass of 1.5 kg (3.3 lb) are recovered.
· American Civil War: In Virginia, Confederate forces capture Fort Stedman from the Union, although it is retaken the same day. Lee's army suffers heavy casualties: about 2,900, including 1,000 captured in the Union counterattack. Confederate positions are weakened. After the battle, Lee's defeat is only a matter of time.
· March – Hamm's Brewery opens in St. Paul, Minnesota.
April
· April 1 – American Civil War – Battle of Five Forks: In Petersburg, Virginia, Confederate General Robert E. Lee begins his final offensive.
· April 2 – American Civil War: Confederate President Jefferson Davis and most of his Cabinet flee the Confederate capital of Richmond, Virginia, which is taken by Union troops the next day.
· April 6 – German chemicals producer Badische Anilin- und Sodafabrik (BASF) is founded in Mannheim.
· April 9 – American Civil War: Confederate States Army General Robert E. Lee surrenders to Union Army General Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Court House, effectively ending the war.
· April 14
· Assassination of Abraham Lincoln: President of the United States Abraham Lincoln is shot while attending an evening performance of the farce Our American Cousin at Ford's Theatre in Washington, D.C., by actor and Confederate sympathizer John Wilkes Booth.
· United States Secretary of State William H. Seward and his family are attacked in his home, by Lewis Powell.
· April 15 – President Lincoln dies early this morning from his gunshot wound, aged 56. Vice President Andrew Johnson becomes the 17th President of the United States upon Lincoln's death and is sworn in later that morning.
· April 18 – Confederate President Jefferson Davis and his entire cabinet arrive in Charlotte, North Carolina, with a contingent of 1,000 soldiers.
· April 21 – German chemicals producer BASF moves its headquarters and factories from Mannheim, to the Hemshof District of Ludwigshafen.
· April 26
· American Civil War: Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston surrenders to Union Major General William Tecumseh Sherman, at Durham Station, North Carolina.
· Union cavalry corner John Wilkes Booth in a Virginia barn, and cavalryman Boston Corbett fatally shoots the assassin.
· April 27
· The steamboat Sultana, carrying 2,300 passengers, explodes and sinks in the Mississippi River, killing 1,800, mostly Union survivors of the Andersonville Prison.
· April 27: Steamboat Sultana sinks.
· Governor of New York Reuben Fenton signs a bill formally creating Cornell University.
May
· May 1 – The Treaty of the Triple Alliance of Argentina, Brazil, and Uruguay against Paraguay is formally signed, following the outbreak of the Paraguayan War.
· May 4 – American Civil War: Lieutenant General Richard Taylor, commanding all Confederate forces in Alabama, Mississippi, and eastern Louisiana, surrenders his forces to Union General Edward Canby at Citronelle, Alabama, effectively ending all Confederate resistance east of the Mississippi River.
· May 5 – In the United States:
· In North Bend, Ohio (a suburb of Cincinnati), the first train robbery in the country takes place.
· Jefferson Davis meets with his Confederate Cabinet (14 officials) for the last time, in Washington, Georgia, and the Confederate Government is officially dissolved.
· May 10 – American Civil War: Jefferson Davis is captured by the Union Army near Irwinville, Georgia.
· May 12 – Electric equipment and mobile brand Nokia founded in Tampere, Finland.
· May 12–13 – American Civil War – Battle of Palmito Ranch: In far south Texas, more than a month after Confederate General Lee's surrender, the last land battle of the civil war with casualties, ends with a Confederate victory.
· May 17
· The International Telegraph Union is founded.
· French missionary Father Armand David first observes Père David's deer in Peking, China.[4]
· May 23 – Grand Review of the Armies: Union Army troops parade down Pennsylvania Avenue (Washington, D.C.) to celebrate the end of the American Civil War.
· May 25 – Mobile magazine explosion: 300 are killed in Mobile, Alabama, when an ordnance depot explodes.
· May 28 – The Mimosa sets sail with emigrants from Wales for Patagonia.[5]
· May 29 – American Civil War: President of the United States Andrew Johnson issues a proclamation of general amnesty for most citizens of the former Confederacy.
June
· June 2 – American Civil War: Confederate forces west of the Mississippi River under General Edmund Kirby Smith surrender at Galveston, Texas, under terms negotiated on May 26, becoming the last to do so.
· June 10 – Richard Wagner's opera Tristan und Isolde debuts at the Munich Court Theatre.
· June 11 – Battle of the Riachuelo: The Brazilian Navy squadron defeats the Paraguayan Navy.
· June 19 – American Civil War: Union Major General Gordon Granger lands at Galveston, Texas, and informs the people of Texas of the Emancipation Proclamation (an event celebrated in modern times each year as Juneteenth).
· June 23 – American Civil War: At Fort Towson in Oklahoma Territory, Confederate General Stand Watie, a Cherokee Indian, surrenders the last significant Rebel army.
· June 25 – James Hudson Taylor founds the China Inland Mission at Brighton, England.
· June 26 – Jumbo, a young male African elephant, arrives at London Zoo and becomes a popular attraction.
· June–August – English polymath Francis Galton first describes eugenics.[6]
July
· July 2 – The Christian Mission, later renamed The Salvation Army, is founded in Whitechapel, London, by William and Catherine Booth.
· July 4 – Lewis Carroll publishes his children's novel Alice's Adventures in Wonderland in England[7][8] (first trade editions in December).
· July 5
· The U.S. Secret Service is founded.[9]
· The first speed limit is introduced in Britain: 2 mph (3.2 km/h) in town and 4 mph (6.4 km/h) in the country.
· July 7 – Following Abraham Lincoln's assassination on April 14, the four conspirators condemned to death during the trial are hanged, including David Herold, George Atzerodt, Lewis Powell and Mary Surratt. Her son, John Surratt, escapes execution by fleeing to Canada, and ultimately to Egypt.
· July 14 – First ascent of the Matterhorn: The summit of the Matterhorn in the Alps is reached for the first time, by a party of 7 led by the Englishman Edward Whymper; 4 die in a fall during the descent.
· July 21 – Wild Bill Hickok – Davis Tutt shootout: In the market square of Springfield, Missouri, Wild Bill Hickok shoots "Little Dave" Davis Tutt dead over a poker debt, in what is regarded as the first true western fast draw showdown.
· July 23 – The SS Great Eastern departs on a voyage to lay a transatlantic telegraph cable.[7]
· July 26 – The New Zealand Parliament first meets in Wellington on a permanent basis, making it de facto the national capital.[10]
· July 27
· Welsh settlers arrive in Argentina at Chubut Valley.
· Businessman Asa Packer establishes Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.
· July 30 – The steamer Brother Jonathan sinks off the California coast, killing 225 passengers and crew.
· July 31 – The first narrow gauge mainline railway in the world opens at Grandchester, Australia.
August
· August 16 – The Dominican Republic regains independence from Spain.
· August 25 – The Shergotty meteorite Mars meteorite falls in Sherghati, Gaya, Bihar in India.
September
· September 19 – Union Business College (now Peirce College) is founded in Philadelphia.
· September 26 – Champ Ferguson becomes the first person (and one of only two) to be convicted of war crimes for actions taken during the American Civil War, found guilty by a U.S. Army tribunal on 23 charges, arising from the murder of 53 people. He is hanged on October 20, two days after the conviction of Henry Wirz for war crimes.[11]

1882-1884 CYCLE
Conjunction at 22* Scorpio sextile Moon
1882 EVENTS

December
· December 6 – A transit of Venus, the last until 2004, occurs.
· December – Zikhron Ya'akov is founded in northern Israel.
1883 January
· January 4 – Life magazine is founded in Los Angeles, California, United States.
· January 10 – A fire at the Newhall Hotel in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, United States, kills 73 people.
· January 16 – The Pendleton Civil Service Reform Act, establishing the United States civil service, is passed.
· January 19 – The first electric lighting system employing overhead wires begins service in Roselle, New Jersey, United States, installed by Thomas Edison.
February
· February 15 – Tokyo Electrical Lightning Grid, predecessor of Tokyo Electrical Power (TEPCO), one of the largest electrical grids in Asia and the world, is founded in Japan.[1]
· February 16 – The Ladies' Home Journal is published for the first time, in the United States.[2]
· February 23 – Alabama becomes the first U.S. state to enact an antitrust law.[3]
· February 28 – The first vaudeville theater is opened, in Boston, Massachusetts.
· February – The Adventures of Pinocchio by Carlo Collodi is first published complete in book form, in Italy.
March
· March 2 – The Hong Kong Observatory is established.[4]
· March 9 – Demonstration of 9 March 1883 : Parisian anarchists, unemployed and carpenters narrowly miss the Presidential palace during a violent protest; first use of the black flag as a symbol of anarchism by Louise Michel.[5]
· March 20 – The Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property is held.[6]
· March 28 – Battle of Gia Cuc: A French force defeats the Vietnamese in northern Vietnam in the run-up to the Sino-French War.
April
· April 5 – Oxygen is liquefied for the first time.
· April 28 – The first rugby sevens tournament is played at Melrose RFC in Scotland.[7]
May
· May 20 – 1883 eruption of Krakatoa, Indonesia
· May 23 – Robert Louis Stevenson's children's pirate adventure novel Treasure Island is first published in book format, in London.
· May 24 – Brooklyn Bridge is opened to traffic in New York City, after 13 years of construction.
· May 30 – A rumor that the Brooklyn Bridge is going to collapse causes a stampede, which crushes 12 people.
· May 31 – Otto von Bismarck pushes the first social security law through the Reichstag. It establishes a system of Publicly funded health care, one of the first worldwide. It is signed into law on June 15.
June
· June 13 – Count Arvid Posse leaves office as Prime Minister of Sweden. He is succeeded by Carl Johan Thyselius, the first non-aristocrat (Swedish; "ofrälse") to serve as Swedish head of government, and Prime Minister.
· June 16 – Victoria Hall disaster: A rush for treats results in 183 children being asphyxiated in a concert hall in Sunderland, England.
· June 28 – In Milan, Italy, the first central European electricity power station is inaugurated.
· June 30 – Robert Louis Stevenson's novel The Black Arrow first appears as a serial in the British magazine Young Folks; A Boys' and Girls' Paper of Instructive and Entertaining Literature as by 'Captain George North'. Stevenson completes writing it at the end of the summer in France.
July
· July 3 – The SS Daphne sinks on launch in Glasgow, Scotland, leaving 124 dead.[8]
· July 4 – The world's first rodeo is held in Pecos, Texas.
· July 22 – Zulu King Cetshwayo barely escapes a rebel attack with his life.
August
· August 12 – The last quagga dies at the Artis Magistra zoo in Amsterdam.
· August 21 – 1883 Rochester tornado: An F5 tornado strikes Rochester, Minnesota, leading to the creation of the Mayo Clinic.
· August 26–27 – 1883 eruption of Krakatoa: The volcanic island of Krakatoa erupts at 10:02 am (local time); 163 villages are destroyed, 36,417 killed by tsunami.
· August 29 – Dunfermline Carnegie Library, the first Carnegie library, is opened in Andrew Carnegie's hometown, Dunfermline, Scotland.
· August – King William's College is opened on the Isle of Man.
September
· September 1 – Pope Leo XIII publishes the encyclical Supremi apostolatus officio ("On Devotion of the Rosary").
· September 11 – Major Evelyn Baring becomes Consul-General of Egypt under British rule.
· September 15
· The Bombay Natural History Society is founded in India.
· The University of Texas at Austin opens to students.
· September 29 – A consortium of flour mill operators in Minneapolis forms the Minneapolis, Sault Ste. Marie and Atlantic Railway, as a means to get their product to the Great Lakes ports, avoiding the high tariffs of Chicago.
October
· October 1
· Sydney Boys High School is founded in Sydney, Australia, the country's first state high school.
· In Amsterdam, the first International Colonial and Export Exhibition closes, having had over 1 million visitors.
· October 4
· The Boys' Brigade (the first uniformed youth organization in existence) is founded in Glasgow, Scotland.
· The Orient Express train begins to run through from Paris Gare de l'Est to Giurgiu in Romania, with onward ferry and train connections to Istanbul (the train has been running since June 5 as far as Vienna).
· October 16 – In five Civil Rights Cases the Supreme Court of the United States declares part of the Civil Rights Act of 1875 to be unconstitutional, allowing individuals and corporations to discriminate based on race.
· October 20 – Peru and Chile sign the Treaty of Ancón, by which the Tarapacá province is ceded to Chile, ending Peru's involvement in the War of the Pacific.
· October 22 – The Mödling and Hinterbrühl Tram in Vienna (Austria) is the first electric tram powered by overhead wire.
· October 24 – Cardiff University, Wales, opens (under the name of University College of South Wales and Monmouthshire).
· October 30 – Two Clan na Gael dynamite bombs explode in the London Underground, injuring several people. The next day, British Home Secretary Vernon Harcourt drafts 300 policemen to guard the underground, and introduces the Explosives Bill.
November
· November 3
· The 14th Century AH begins in the Islamic calendar on the 1st of Muharram, 1301 AH.
· American Old West: Self-described Black Bart the Po-8 makes his last stagecoach robbery, but leaves a handkerchief with a laundry mark that eventually leads to his capture.
· November 14 – Chile's National Library of Congress is founded.
· November 18 – U.S. and Canadian railroads institute 5 standard continental time zones, ending the confusion of thousands of local times.
· November 28 – Whitman College is chartered as a 4-year college in Walla Walla, Washington.
December
· December 1 – Battleford Industrial School, the first government-operated Indian residential school opens in Canada.
· December 5 – Bisbee Massacre: Five people are killed in the robbery of a general store by bandits in Bisbee, Arizona.[9]
· December 16 – Tonkin Campaign: French forces capture the Sơn Tây citadel.
· December 21 – The Royal Canadian Dragoons and The Royal Canadian Regiment, the first Permanent Force cavalry and infantry regiments of the Canadian Army, are formed.
· December 26 – The Harbour Grace Affray takes place in Harbour Grace, Colony of Newfoundland.
Date unknown
· Antoni Gaudí begins to work on the Sagrada Família Cathedral in Barcelona (it was consecrated in 2010)
· Construction of Speicherstadt as a free zone in the Port of Hamburg begins.
· During construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway in 1883, blasting and excavation reveal high concentrations of nickel–copper ore at Murray Mine, on the edge of the Sudbury Basin, located near Sudbury, Ontario, Canada.
· The British Parliament considers a major bill to allow Indian judges to try Europeans in India. The British community rises in protest, and defeats the measure.
· The Mexican government passes a law allowing real estate companies (controlled by General Porfirio Díaz's political associates) to survey public and "vacant" lands, and to retain one third of the land they survey.
· Bernard Kroger establishes the first Kroger grocery store, in Cincinnati, Ohio.
· The first purebred Percheron (horse) stud book is created in France.
· ASEA is founded by Ludvig Fredholm in Sweden, predecessor of the global electronic equipment and engineering business ABB.[10]
· Founding of:
· Houghton College in New York State
· Wagner College in New York City
· Baltimore Polytechnic Institute in Maryland
· Raith Rovers F.C. in Scotland
· The Black Arabs F.C (later Bristol Rovers) in England
· Dunstable Town F.C. in England

1955-1957 CYCLE
Conjunction in 4* Leo, conjunct Pluto sextile Neptune
1955
August
Main article: August 1955
August 19: Hurricane Diane
· August 1 – The prototype Lockheed U-2 reconnaissance aircraft first flies, in Nevada.
· August 18
· The First Sudanese Civil War begins.
· The first meeting of the Organization of Central American States (Spanish: Organización de Estados Centroamericanos, ODECA) is held, in Antigua Guatemala.
· August 19 – Hurricane Diane hits the northeastern United States, killing over 200 people and causing over $1 billion in damage.
· August 20 – Hundreds of people are killed in anti-French rioting in Morocco and Algeria.
· August 22 – Eleven schoolchildren are killed when their school bus is hit by a freight train in Spring City, Tennessee.
· August 25 – The last Soviet Army forces leave Austria.
· August 26 – Satyajit Ray's film Pather Panchali is released in India.
· August 27 – The first edition of the Guinness Book of Records is published, in London.
· August 28 – Black 14-year-old Emmett Till is lynched and shot in the head for allegedly whistling at a white woman in Money, Mississippi; his white murderers, Roy Bryant and J. W. Milam, are acquitted by an all-white jury.

September
Main article: September 1955
 
· September 2 – Under the guidance of Dr. Humphry Osmond, Christopher Mayhew ingests 400 mg of mescaline hydrochloride and allows himself to be filmed as part of a Panorama special for BBC TV in the U.K. that is never broadcast.
· September 3 – Little Richard records "Tutti Frutti" in New Orleans; it is released in October.
· September 6 – Istanbul pogrom: Istanbul's Greek minority is the target of a government-sponsored pogrom.
· September 10 – The long-running Western television series Gunsmoke debuts, on the CBS network in the United States.
· September 14 – Pope Pius XII elevates many of the apostolic vicariates in Africa to Metropolitan Archdioceses.
· September 15 – Vladimir Nabokov's controversial novel Lolita is published in Paris, by Olympia Press.
· September 16
· The military coup to unseat President Juan Perón of Argentina is launched at midnight.
· A Soviet Navy Zulu-class submarine becomes the first to launch a ballistic missile.
· September 18 – The United Kingdom formally annexes the uninhabited Atlantic island of Rockall.
· September 19–21 – President of Argentina Juan Perón is ousted in a military coup.
· September 19 – Hurricane Hilda kills about 200 people in Mexico.
· September 21–30 – Hurricane Janet, one of the strongest North Atlantic tropical cyclones on record, sweeps the Lesser Antilles and Mexico, causing more than 1,020 deaths.[14]
· September 22 – Commercial television starts in the United Kingdom with the Independent Television Authority's first ITV franchises beginning broadcasting in London, ending the BBC monopoly.
· September 24
· Dwight D. Eisenhower, president of the United States, suffers a coronary thrombosis while on vacation in Denver, Colorado. Vice President Nixon assumed administrative duties and presided over Cabinet and National Security Council meetings while Eisenhower recovers.[15][16]
· Founder of Swiss watchmaker Glycine Watch SA, Eugène Meylan, age 64, is murdered.[17]
· September 30 – Actor James Dean is killed when his automobile collides with another car at a highway junction, near Cholame, California.
October
Main article: October 1955
· October 2 – Alfred Hitchcock Presents debuts on the CBS TV network in the United States.
· October 3 – The Mickey Mouse Club debuts on the ABC-TV network in the United States.
· Captain Kangaroo debuts on CBS network in the United States.
· October 4 – The Reverend Sun Myung Moon is released from prison in Seoul, South Korea.
· October 5 – Disneyland Hotel opens to the public in Anaheim, California.
· October 11 – 70-mm film for projection is introduced, with the theatrical release of Rodgers and Hammerstein's musical film, Oklahoma!.
· October 14 – The Organization of Central American States secretariat is inaugurated.
· October 26
· After the last Allied troops have left Austria, and following the provisions of the Austrian Independence Treaty, the country declares its permanent neutrality.
· Ngô Đình Diệm proclaims Vietnam to be a republic, with himself as its President (following the State of Vietnam referendum on October 23), and forms the Army of the Republic of Vietnam.
· October 27 – The film Rebel Without a Cause, starring James Dean, is released in the United States.
· October 29 – Soviet battleship Novorossiysk explodes at moorings in Sevastopol Bay, killing 608 (the Soviet Union's worst naval disaster to date).
November
Main article: November 1955
· November 1
· Official start date of the Vietnam War between the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and Republic of Vietnam; the north is allied with the Viet Cong.[18]
· A time bomb explodes in the cargo hold of United Airlines Flight 629, a Douglas DC-6B, over Longmont, Colorado, killing all 39 passengers and 5 crew members on board.
· November 3 – The Rimutaka Tunnel opens on the New Zealand Railways, at 5.46 mi (8.79 km), the longest in the Southern Hemisphere at this time.
· November 15 – The Democratic Party of Japan and Japan Liberal Party merge to form the Japan Liberal Democratic Party, beginning the "1955 System".[19]
· November 19 – C. Northcote Parkinson first propounds 'Parkinson's law', in The Economist.
· November 23 – The Cocos Islands in the Indian Ocean are transferred from British to Australian control.
· November 26 – The British Governor of Cyprus declares a state of emergency on the island.
December
Main article: December 1955
· December 1 – In Montgomery, Alabama, Rosa Parks refuses to obey bus driver James F. Blake's order that she give up her seat to make room for a white passenger, and is arrested, leading to the Montgomery bus boycott.
· December 4 – The International Federation of Blood Donor Organizations is founded in Luxembourg.
· December 5
· The American Federation of Labor and the Congress of Industrial Organizations merge, to become the AFL–CIO.
· The Montgomery Improvement Association is formed in Montgomery, Alabama, by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and other Black ministers to coordinate the Montgomery bus boycott by Black people.
· December 9 – Adnan Menderes of DP forms the new government of Turkey (22nd government).
· December 10 – 1955 Australian federal election: Robert Menzies' Liberal/Country Coalition Government is re-elected with a substantially increased majority, defeating the Labor Party led by H. V. Evatt. This election comes in the immediate aftermath of the devastating split in the Labor Party, which leads to the formation of the Democratic Labor Party. The DLP will preference against Labor, and keep the Coalition in office until 1972.
· December 14
· The Tappan Zee Bridge over the Hudson River, in New York State, opens to traffic.
· Albania, Austria, Bulgaria, Cambodia, Finland, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Jordan, Laos, Libya, Nepal, Portugal, Romania, Spain and Sri Lanka join the United Nations simultaneously, after several years of moratorium on admitting new members that began during the Korean War.
· December 19 – Australian comedian Barry Humphries first introduces his character Edna Everage on stage in Melbourne.[20]
· December 20 – Cardiff is declared by the British Government as the capital of Wales.[21]
· December 22 – American cytogeneticist Joe Hin Tjio discovers the correct number of human chromosomes, forty-six.
· December 31
· General Motors becomes the first American corporation to make a profit of over 1 billion dollars in 1 year.
· Austria becomes independent, under terms of the May 15 Austrian State Treaty.
1956
January
Main article: January 1956
· January 1 – The Anglo-Egyptian Condominium ends in Sudan after 57 years.
· January 8 – Operation Auca: Five U.S. evangelical Christian missionaries, Nate Saint, Roger Youderian, Ed McCully, Jim Elliot and Pete Fleming, are killed for trespassing by the Waorani people of Ecuador, shortly after making contact with them.
· January 16 – Egyptian leader Gamal Abdel Nasser vows to reconquer Palestine.
· January 25–26 – Finnish troops reoccupy Porkkala, after Soviet troops vacate its military base. Civilians can return February 4.
· January 26 – The 1956 Winter Olympics open in Cortina d'Ampezzo, Italy.
February
Main article: February 1956
· February 2 – Austria and Israel establish diplomatic relations.
· February 11 – British spies Guy Burgess and Donald Maclean resurface in the Soviet Union, after being missing for 5 years.
· February 14–25 – The 20th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union is held in Moscow.
· February 16 – The 1956 World Figure Skating Championships open in Garmisch, West Germany.[1]
· February 22 – Elvis Presley enters the United States music charts for the first time, with "Heartbreak Hotel".
· February 23 – Norma Jean Mortenson legally changes her name to Marilyn Monroe.[2]
· February 24 – Doris Day records her most famous song, "Que Sera, Sera (Whatever Will Be, Will Be)"; it is from Alfred Hitchcock's The Man Who Knew Too Much, in which Day co-stars with James Stewart.
· February 25 – Nikita Khrushchev attacks the veneration of Joseph Stalin, in a speech "On the Cult of Personality and Its Consequences", at a secret session concluding the 20th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. This is not officially made public in the Soviet Union at this time but becomes known in the West in June.
March
Main article: March 1956
· March 1 – The International Air Transport Association finalizes a draft of the radiotelephony spelling alphabet, for the International Civil Aviation Organization.
· March 2 – Morocco declares its independence from France.[3]
· March 9
· The British deport Archbishop Makarios from Cyprus to the Seychelles.
· The Soviet Armed Forces suppress mass demonstrations in the Georgian Soviet Socialist Republic, reacting to Nikita Khrushchev's de-Stalinization policy.
· March 10 – The Fairey Delta 2 breaks the World Air Speed Record, raising it to 1,132 mph (1,822 km/h) or Mach 1.73, an increase of some 300 mph (480 km/h) over the previous record, and thus becoming the first aircraft to exceed 1,000 mph (1,600 km/h) in level flight.
· March 11 – After having opened in London the previous year, Laurence Olivier's film, Richard III, adapted from Shakespeare's play, has its U.S. premiere in theatres and on NBC-TV on the same day. On television it is not shown in prime time, but as an afternoon matinée, in a slightly cut version, one of the first such experiments. Olivier is later nominated for an Oscar for his performance.
· March 12 – 96 U.S. Congressmen sign the Southern Manifesto, a protest against the 1954 Supreme Court ruling (Brown v. Board of Education) that desegregated public education.
· March 13 – Elvis Presley releases his first gold album titled Elvis Presley in the United States.
· March 15 – The Broadway musical My Fair Lady opens in New York City.
· March 19 – At age 48, Dutch boxer Bep van Klaveren contests his last match in Rotterdam.
· March 20 – Tunisia gains independence from France.[4]
· March 21 – The 28th Academy Awards Ceremony is held in Los Angeles. Marty is awarded Best Picture.
· March 23 – Pakistan becomes the first Islamic republic, and a national holiday is observed in the country, including the state of East Pakistan.
April
Main article: April 1956
· April 7 – Spain relinquishes its protectorate in Morocco.
· April 9 – Habib Bourguiba is elected President of the National Constituent Assembly of the Kingdom of Tunisia; on April 15 he becomes prime minister.[5]
· April 14 – Videotape is first demonstrated at the 1956 NARTB (modern-day NAB) convention in Chicago, United States, by Ampex. It is the demonstration of the first practical and commercially successful videotape format known as 2" Quadruplex.[6]
· April 18
· American actress Grace Kelly legally marries Rainier III, Prince of Monaco; a religious ceremony follows next day.[7]
· Maria Desylla-Kapodistria is elected mayor of Corfu, becoming the first female mayor in Greece.
· April 19
· British diver Lionel (Buster) Crabb (working for MI6) dives into Portsmouth Harbour, to investigate a visiting Soviet cruiser, and vanishes.
· The 5.0 Mw  1956 Atarfe-Albolote earthquake strikes southern Spain killing 12 and injuring dozens more.
· April 21 – Former U.S. First Daughter Margaret Truman marries Clifton Daniel.
· April 27 – Heavyweight boxing champion Rocky Marciano retires, without losing a professional boxing match.
May
Main article: May 1956
· May 1 – Minamata disease is discovered in Japan.[8]
· May 2
· The United Methodist Church in America decides, at its General Conference, to grant women full ordained clergy status. It also calls for an end to racial segregation in the denomination.
· Violet Gibson, who attempted to assassinate Mussolini in 1926, dies in a mental hospital in England, after a lifetime of imprisonment.
· May 8 – The constitutional union between Indonesia and the Netherlands is dissolved.
· May 9 – Manaslu, eighth highest mountain in the world (in the Nepalese Himalayas) is first ascended, by a Japanese team.
· May 18 – Lhotse main summit, the fourth highest mountain (on the Nepalese–Tibetan border) is first ascended, by Fritz Luchsinger and Ernst Reiss.
· May 23 – French minister Pierre Mendès France resigns, due to his government's policy on Algeria.
· May 24 – The first Eurovision Song Contest is broadcast from Lugano, Switzerland. The winning song is the host country's Refrain by Lys Assia (music by Géo Voumard, lyrics by Émile Gardaz).
· May 25 – India announces the institution of diplomatic relations with Francoist Spain.
June
Main article: June 1956
· June 1 – Vyacheslav Molotov resigns as foreign minister of the Soviet Union; he later becomes ambassador to Mongolia.
· June 4 – Montgomery bus boycott: The related civil suit[9] is heard in federal district court; the U.S. Supreme Court will uphold the ruling in November.
· June 5 – The text of Nikita Khrushchev's February attack on Stalin's reputation, "On the Cult of Personality and Its Consequences", is first published in the West, in The New York Times.
· June 6 – In Singapore, chief minister David Marshall resigns, after the breakdown of talks about internal self-government in London.
· June 8 – General Electric/Telechron introduces model 7H241 "The Snooz Alarm", the first snooze alarm clock ever.[10]
· June 10 – 1956 Summer Olympics: Equestrian events open in Stockholm, Sweden (all other events are held in November in Melbourne, Australia).
· June 13
· The International Criminal Police Organization adopts Interpol as its official name.
· Real Madrid beats Stade Reims 4–3 at Parc des Princes, Paris and wins the 1955–56 European Cup (football).
· June 14 – The Flag of the United States Army is formally dedicated.[11]
· June 15 – Eindhoven University of Technology is founded in Eindhoven, The Netherlands.
· June 18 – The last British troops leave Egypt.
· June 21 – Playwright Arthur Miller appears before the House Un-American Activities Committee in Washington, D.C.
· June 23 – Gamal Abdel Nasser becomes the 2nd president of Egypt, a post he holds until his death in 1970.
· June 28
· Poznań 1956 protests: Labour riots in Poznań, Poland, are crushed with heavy loss of life. Soviet troops fire at a crowd protesting high prices, killing 53 people.
· The film version of Rodgers and Hammerstein's The King and I, starring Deborah Kerr and Yul Brynner, is released only a few months after the film version of R&H's Carousel. It becomes the most financially successful film version of a Rodgers and Hammerstein musical up to this time, and the only one to win an acting Oscar (Yul Brynner wins Best Actor for his performance as the King of Siam). It is also one of two Rodgers and Hammerstein films to be nominated for Best Picture (which it does not win).
· June 29
· Actress Marilyn Monroe marries playwright Arthur Miller, in White Plains, New York.
· President Dwight D. Eisenhower signs the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1956, creating the Interstate Highway System in the United States.[12]
· June 30 – 1956 Grand Canyon mid-air collision: A TWA Lockheed Constellation and United Airlines Douglas DC-7 collide in mid-air over the Grand Canyon in Arizona, killing all 128 people aboard both aircraft, in the deadliest civil aviation disaster to date; the accident leads to sweeping changes in the regulation of cross-country flight and air traffic control over the United States.
July
Main article: July 1956
· July 2 – A laboratory experiment involving scrap thorium at Sylvania Electric Products in Bayside, New York, results in an explosion.
· July 4 – An American Lockheed U-2 reconnaissance aircraft makes its first flight over the Soviet Union.
· July 8 – The mountain Gasherbrum II, on the border of Pakistan and China, is first ascended, by an Austrian expedition.
· July 9 – The 7.7 Mw  Amorgos earthquake shakes the Cyclades island group in the Aegean Sea, with a maximum Mercalli intensity of IX (Violent). The shaking and the subsequent tsunami leave 53 people dead.
· July 10 – The British House of Lords defeats the abolition of the death penalty.
· July 13 – John McCarthy (Dartmouth), Marvin Minsky (MIT), Claude Shannon (Bell Labs) and Nathaniel Rochester (IBM) assemble the first coordinated research meeting on the topic of artificial intelligence, at Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire, in the United States.
· July 25 – The Italian ocean liner SS Andrea Doria sinks after colliding with the Swedish ship SS Stockholm in heavy fog 72 kilometers (45 mi) south of Nantucket island, killing 51.
· July 26 – Egyptian president Gamal Abdel Nasser nationalizes the Suez Canal, sparking international condemnation.
· July 30 – A joint resolution of Congress is signed by President Dwight D. Eisenhower, authorizing "In God we trust" as the U.S. national motto.
· July 31
· Cricket: Jim Laker sets an extraordinary record at Old Trafford in the fourth Test between England and Australia, taking 19 wickets in a first class match (the previous best was 17).
· Luzhniki Stadium, well known sports venue of Russia and the Soviet Union, officially opens in Moscow.[13]
August
Main article: August 1956
· August 7 – Seven ammunition trucks loaded with 1,053 boxes of dynamite explode in Cali, Colombia. Death estimates range from 1,300 to 10,000, in a city that at this time has 120,000 inhabitants.[14]
· August 8 – 262 miners (chiefly Italian nationals) die in a fire at the Bois du Cazier coal mine, in Marcinelle, Belgium.
· August 9 – Art exhibition This Is Tomorrow opens at Whitechapel Art Gallery in London.
· August 12 – Around 5,000 members of the Romanian Greek-Catholic Church hold a mass outside Cluj-Napoca Piarists' Church to demonstrate that their church, proscribed by the government in 1948, has not ceased to exist as the regime claims.
· August 17 – West Germany bans the Communist Party of Germany.
· The first interfaith dialogue between Christians, Jews and Muslims with over 850 participants takes place at the monastery of Toumliline in Azrou, Morocco.[15]
September
Main article: September 1956
· September 13
· The hard disk drive is invented by an IBM team, led by Reynold B. Johnson.
· The dike around the Dutch polder East Flevoland is closed.
· September 16 – Television broadcasting in Australia commences.
· September 21 – Nicaraguan dictator Anastasio Somoza García is assassinated.
· September 25 – The submarine transatlantic telephone cable opens.
· September 27 – The Bell X-2 becomes the first crewed aircraft to reach Mach 3.
October
Main article: October 1956
· October 5 – Cecil B. DeMille's epic film The Ten Commandments, starring Charlton Heston as Moses, is released in the United States. It will be in the top ten of the worldwide list of highest-grossing films of all time, adjusted for inflation.[16]
· October 8 – Baseball pitcher Don Larsen of the New York Yankees throws the only perfect game in World Series history, in Game 5 of the 1956 World Series against the Brooklyn Dodgers. Yogi Berra catches the game. Dale Mitchell is the final out. The New York Yankees win the series in seven games. Larsen is named series MVP.
· October 10
· Finland joins UNESCO.
· The prototype Lockheed L-1649 Starliner, the final Lockheed Constellation model, makes its first flight.
· October 14 – Dalit Buddhist movement (India): B. R. Ambedkar, Dalit leader, converts to Buddhism, along with 500,000 followers.
· October 15 – The British Royal Air Force retires its last Avro Lancaster bomber.
· October 17
· The world's first industrial-scale commercial nuclear power plant is opened at Calder Hall in the UK.[17]
· The Game of the Century (chess): 13-year-old Bobby Fischer beats grandmaster Donald Byrne, in the Rosenwald Memorial Tournament in New York City.
· October 19 – The Soviet–Japanese Joint Declaration of 1956 is signed in Moscow, ending the legal state of war between the Soviet Union and Japan (with effect from December 12) and making possible the restoration of diplomatic relations between the two nations.[18]
· October 23 – The Hungarian Revolution breaks out against the pro-Soviet government, originating as a student demonstration in Budapest. Hungary attempts to leave the Warsaw Pact.
· October 24 – The Protocol of Sèvres, a secret agreement between Israel, France and the United Kingdom, is signed, allowing the former to invade the Sinai Peninsula of Egypt and occupy the Suez Canal with the support of the other two governments, giving rise to the Suez Crisis.[19]
· October 26 – Soviet Red Army troops invade Hungary.
· October 29
· Suez Crisis: Israel invades the Sinai Peninsula and pushes Egyptian forces back toward the Suez Canal.
· Tangier Protocol: The international city Tangier is reintegrated into Morocco.
· The Huntley-Brinkley Report debuts on NBC-TV in the United States.
· October 31
· Suez Crisis: The United Kingdom and France begin bombing Egypt to force the reopening of the Suez Canal.
· A United States Navy team becomes the third group to reach the South Pole (arriving by air), and commences construction of the first permanent Amundsen–Scott South Pole Station.
November
· November 1
· The States Reorganisation Act of India reforms the boundaries and names of Indian states. Three new states, Kerala, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh, are formed.
· The film Oklahoma! (1955), previously released to select cities in Todd-AO, now receives a U.S. national release in CinemaScope, since not all theatres are yet equipped for Todd-AO. To accomplish this, the film has actually been shot twice, rather than printing one version in two different film processes, as is later done.
· November 3
· Khan Yunis massacre (Suez Crisis): Israeli soldiers shoot dead hundreds of Palestinian refugees and local inhabitants in Khan Yunis Camp.
· MGM's film The Wizard of Oz is the first major Hollywood film running more than 90 minutes to be televised uncut in one evening, in the United States.
· November 4 – Hungarian Revolution of 1956: More Soviet troops invade Hungary, to crush the revolt that started on October 23. Thousands are killed, more are wounded, and nearly a quarter million leave the country.
· November 6 – 1956 United States presidential election: Republican incumbent Dwight D. Eisenhower defeats Democratic challenger Adlai Stevenson, in a rematch of their contest 4 years earlier.
· November 7 – Suez Crisis: The United Nations General Assembly adopts a resolution calling for the United Kingdom, France and Israel to withdraw their troops from Arab lands immediately.
· November 11 – Hungarian Revolution of 1956: Last insurgents succumb to the invading Soviet army.[20]
· November 12 – Morocco, Sudan and Tunisia join the United Nations.
· November 13 – Browder v. Gayle: The United States Supreme Court declares illegal the state and municipal laws requiring segregated buses in Montgomery, Alabama, thus ending the Montgomery bus boycott.
· November 14 – An eight-mile long stretch of highway is opened west of Topeka, Kansas, creating the first portion of the Interstate Highway System in the United States and the first highway to be completed with funds from the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1956.[21]
· November 15 – Middle East Technical University is founded in Ankara, Turkey.
· November 18 – At a reception for Western ambassadors at the Polish embassy in Moscow, Nikita Khrushchev utters his famous phrase "We will bury you".[22]
· November 20 – In Yugoslavia, former prime minister Milovan Đilas is arrested after he criticizes Josip Broz Tito.
· November 22 – The 1956 Summer Olympics begin in Melbourne, Australia.
· November 23 – The Suez Crisis causes petrol rationing in Britain.[23]
· November 25 – Fidel Castro and Che Guevara depart from Tuxpan, Veracruz, Mexico, en route to Santiago de Cuba aboard the yacht Granma, with 82 men.
· November 28 – Roger Vadim's film And God Created Woman (Et Dieu... créa la femme), is released in France, making Brigitte Bardot an international sex symbol.[24]
· November 30 – African-American Floyd Patterson wins the world heavyweight boxing championship that is vacant after the retirement of Rocky Marciano.
December
· December 3 – The 1956 Bush Terminal explosion occurs in Brooklyn, United States.
· December 4 – The Million Dollar Quartet (Elvis Presley, Jerry Lee Lewis, Carl Perkins, and Johnny Cash) get together at Sun Studio, for the first and last time in history.
· December 9 – Trans-Canada Air Lines Flight 810, a Canadair North Star, crashes into Slesse Mountain near Chilliwack, British Columbia. All 62 people aboard, including five Canadian Football League players, are killed.
· December 12 – Japan becomes a member of the United Nations.
· December 19 – British doctor John Bodkin Adams is arrested for the murder of 2 patients in Eastbourne, England; he will be acquitted.
· December 23 – British and French troops leave the Suez Canal region.
1957
January
· January 1 – The Saarland joins West Germany.
· January 3 – Hamilton Watch Company introduces the first electric watch.
· January 5 – South African player Russell Endean becomes the first batsman to be dismissed for having handled the ball in Test cricket.
· January 9 – British Prime Minister Anthony Eden resigns on health grounds.
· January 10 – Harold Macmillan becomes Prime Minister of the United Kingdom.
· January 11 – The African Convention is founded in Dakar.
· January 14 – Kripalu Maharaj is named fifth Jagadguru (world teacher), after giving seven days of speeches before 500 Hindu scholars.
· January 15 – The film Throne of Blood, Akira Kurosawa's reworking of Macbeth, is released in Japan.
· January 16 – Global hotel brand Marriott opens its first hotel, the Marriott Motor Hotel in Arlington, Virginia.[1]
· January 20 – Israel withdraws from the Sinai Peninsula (captured from Egypt on October 29, 1956).
· January 26 – The Ibirapuera Planetarium (the first in the Southern Hemisphere) is inaugurated in the city of São Paulo, Brazil.
February
· February 2 – President Iskander Mirza of Pakistan lays the foundation-stone of the Guddu Barrage across the Indus River, near Sukkur.
· February 4
· France prohibits U.N. involvement in Algeria.
· The first nuclear-powered submarine, USS Nautilus, logs its 60,000th nautical mile, matching the endurance of the fictional Nautilus described in Jules Verne's 1870 novel Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Seas. It is decommissioned on March 3, 1980.
· A coal gas explosion at the giant Bishop Coal Mine in Bishop, Virginia, United States, kills 37 men.
· February 6 – The Soviet Union announces that Swedish envoy Raoul Wallenberg had died in a Soviet prison ("possibly of a heart attack"), on July 17, 1947
· February 10 – The Confederation of African Football is founded, at a meeting in Khartoum.
· February 15 – Andrei Gromyko becomes foreign minister of the Soviet Union.
· February 16 – Ingmar Bergman's film The Seventh Seal opens at cinemas in Sweden.
· February 17 – A fire at a home for the elderly in Warrenton, Missouri, United States, kills 72 people.
· February 18
· Kenyan rebel leader Dedan Kimathi is executed by the British colonial government.
· The last person to be executed in New Zealand, Walter James Bolton, is hanged at Mount Eden Prison for poisoning his wife.[2]
· February 23 – The founding congress of the Senegalese Popular Bloc opens in Dakar.
March
· March 1
· U Nu becomes Prime Minister of Burma.
· Arturo Lezama becomes President of the National Council of Government of Uruguay.
· Sud Aviation forms, from a merger between SNCASE (Société Nationale de Constructions Aéronautiques du Sud Est) and SNCASO (Société Nationale de Constructions Aéronautiques du Sud Ouest).
· March 3 – Net als toen, sung by Corry Brokken (music by Guus Jansen, lyrics by Willy van Hemert), wins the Eurovision Song Contest 1957 (held at Frankfurt), for the Netherlands.
· March 6
· United Kingdom colonies Gold Coast and British Togoland become the independent nation of Ghana.
· Zodi Ikhia founds the Nigerien Democratic Front (FDN) in Niger.
· March 8 – Egypt re-opens the Suez Canal.
· March 14 – President Sukarno declares martial law in Indonesia.[3]
· March 17 – 1957 Cebu Douglas C-47 crash: Philippine President Ramon Magsaysay and 24 others are killed in a plane crash.
· March 20 – The French news magazine L'Express reveals that the French army tortures Algerian prisoners.
· March 25 – The Treaty of Rome (Patto di Roma) establishes the European Economic Community (EEC; predecessor of the European Union) between Italy, France, West Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg.
· March 27 – The 29th Academy Awards Ceremony is held in Hollywood. Around the World in 80 Days wins Best Picture.
April
· April – IBM sells the first compiler for the Fortran scientific programming language.
· April 1 – The first new conscripts join the Bundeswehr.
· April 5 – The Communist Party of India wins the elections in Kerala, making E. M. S. Namboodiripad its first chief minister.
· April 9 – Egypt reopens the Suez Canal to all shipping.
· April 12 – The United Kingdom announces that Singapore will gain self-rule on January 1, 1958.
· April 13 – The 1957 alleged Jordanian military coup attempt against Hussein Bin Talal is made by Ali Abu Nuwar.
· April 15
· The Distant Early Warning Line is handed over by contractors to the U.S. and Canadian military.
· White Rock secedes from Surrey, British Columbia, following a referendum.
· April 17 – Suspected English serial killer Dr John Bodkin Adams is found not guilty of murder, at the Old Bailey.
· April 24–25 – The 1957 Fethiye earthquakes occur on the Mediterranean coast of Turkey.
· April 30 – The solar eclipse of April 30, 1957, a non-central annular solar eclipse that does not have a northern path limit, takes place. This is the last of 57 umbral solar eclipses of Solar Saros 118.
May
· May 2 – "Die Stem van Suid-Afrika", written by Cornelis Jacobus Langenhoven, becomes the South African national anthem, replacing "God Save the Queen", which is retained as a royal anthem.
· May 8 – South Vietnamese President Ngo Dinh Diem begins a state visit to the United States, his regime's main sponsor.[4]
· May 15
· Operation Grapple: At Malden Island in the Pacific, Britain tests its first hydrogen bomb, which fails to detonate properly.
· Stanley Matthews plays his final international game, ending an English record international career of almost 23 years.
· May 16 – Paul-Henri Spaak becomes the new Secretary General of NATO.
· May 24 – May 24 incident: Anti-American riots erupt in Taipei, Taiwan.[5]
· May 30 – Real Madrid beats Fiorentina 2–0 at Santiago Bernabéu Stadium, Madrid, to win the 1956–57 European Cup (football).
June
· June 9 – Broad Peak, on the China-Pakistan border, is first ascended.
· June 21 – John Diefenbaker becomes the 13th Prime Minister of Canada.
· June 27 – Hurricane Audrey demolishes Cameron, Louisiana, U.S., killing 400 people.
July
· July 1
· The International Geophysical Year begins.
· The University of Waterloo is founded in Waterloo, Ontario, Canada.
· Hugh Everett III publishes the first scientifically founded many-worlds interpretation of quantum mechanics.
· Production of the Citroën Traction Avant automobile, begun in 1934, ceases.
· July 6 – At the age of fifteen, Paul McCartney meets John Lennon and his band, the Quarrymen, at the St Peter's Church Hall fête in Woolton.[6]
· July 11 – His Highness Prince Karim Aga Khan IV becomes the 49th Imam of the Shia Ismaili Muslims at age 20. His grandfather Sir Sultan Mohammed Shah Aga Khan III appoints Prince Karim in his will.
· July 14 – Rawya Ateya takes her seat in the National Assembly of Egypt, thereby becoming the first female parliamentarian in the Arab world.
· July 16 – United States Marine Major John Glenn flies an F8U supersonic jet from California to New York in 3 hours, 23 minutes and 8 seconds, setting a new transcontinental speed record.
· July 23 – Asghar Khan becomes the first native Commander-in-Chief of the Pakistan Air Force and the world's youngest Air Vice Marshal at 36 years old.[7][8]
· July 25 – Tunisia becomes a republic, with Habib Bourguiba as its first president.
· July 28
· The 6th World Festival of Youth and Students, a high point of the Khrushchev Thaw, opens in Moscow.
· Heavy rains and mudslides at Isahaya, western Kyūshū, Japan, kill 992.
· July 29 – The International Atomic Energy Agency is established.
August
· August 4 – Juan Manuel Fangio, driving for Maserati, wins the Formula One German Grand Prix, clinching (with 4 wins this season) his record 5th world drivers championship, including his 4th consecutive championship (also a record); these 2 records endure for nearly half a century.
· August 31 – The Federation of Malaya gains independence from the United Kingdom, subsequently celebrated as Malaysia's National Day. Abdul Rahman of Negeri Sembilan, Yang di-Pertuan Besar of Negeri Sembilan, becomes the first Yang di-Pertuan Agong of Malaya. The country's new Constitution had come into force on August 27. The Alliance Party and its successor are the ruling coalition until 2018.
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May–June
Main article: May 1968
Main article: June 1968
· May 1 – CARIFTA, the Caribbean Free Trade Association, is formally created as an agreement between Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Guyana, and Trinidad and Tobago.[20]
· May 2
· The Israel Broadcasting Authority commences television broadcasts.
· May 68: Authorities close the Nanterre campus of the University of Paris and the focus of protest moves to the Sorbonne.
· May 3 – Braniff Flight 352 crashes near Dawson, Texas, United States, killing all 85 people on board.
· May 6 – May 68: Student protestors begin battling with police on the streets of Paris.
· May 13
· May 68: Major left trade union federations in France call a 1-day general strike and join student protesters in a million-strong march through the streets of Paris.[21]
· Manchester City wins the 1967–68 Football League First Division by 2 clear points, over English club rivals Manchester United.
· May 16 – Ronan Point, a 23 floor tower block in Canning Town, east London, partially collapses after a gas explosion, killing 5.
· May 17 – The Catonsville Nine enter the Selective Service offices in Catonsville, Maryland, take dozens of selective service draft records, and burn them with napalm as a protest against the Vietnam War.
· May 18
· Mattel's Hot Wheels toy cars are introduced in the United States.
· West Bromwich Albion win the English Football Association Cup, defeating Everton 1–0 after extra time. The winning goal is scored by Jeff Astle.
· May 19
· 1968 Italian general election.
· Nigerian forces capture Port Harcourt and form a ring around the Biafrans. This contributes to a humanitarian disaster as the surrounded population already suffers from hunger and starvation.
· May 22 – The U.S. nuclear-powered submarine Scorpion sinks with 99 men aboard, 400 miles southwest of the Azores.
· May 27 – May 68: Grenelle agreements concluded in France, giving a large increase in minimum wages, but are rejected by trade unions.[22]
· May 29
· May 68: President de Gaulle of France leaves Paris without telling his prime minister, Georges Pompidou, where he is going – which is in fact to the headquarters of the French Forces in Germany at Baden-Baden to assure himself of military support.[23]
· Manchester United F.C. wins the European Cup Final, becoming the first English team to do so.
· May 30
· May 68: With hundreds of thousands marching on the streets of Paris, President de Gaulle calls an election, which has the effect of calming the situation.[23]
· Bobby Unser wins the Indianapolis 500 automobile race.
· June 2 – Student demonstrations in Yugoslavia start in Belgrade.
· June 3 – Radical feminist Valerie Solanas shoots Andy Warhol at his New York City studio, The Factory; he survives after a 5-hour operation.
· June 4 – The Standard & Poor's 500 index in the United States closes above 100 for the first time, at 100.38.
· June 5 – Assassination of Robert F. Kennedy: Senator Robert F. Kennedy, a leading 1968 Democratic presidential candidate, is shot at the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles. Palestinian-born Sirhan Sirhan is arrested.
· June 7 – Ford sewing machinists strike for equal pay starts at the Ford Dagenham plant in London.
· June 10 – Italy beats Yugoslavia 2–0 in a replay to win the 1968 European Championship in Association football. The original final on June 8 ended 1–1.
· June 12 – The horror film Rosemary's Baby premieres in the U.S.
· June 17 – The Malayan Communist Party launches a second insurgency and the state of emergency is again imposed in Malaysia.
· June 20 – Austin Currie, Member of the Parliament of Northern Ireland, along with others, squats in a house in Caledon to protest discrimination in housing allocations.
· June 21 – A student demonstration in front of the Jornal do Brasil ("JB") building in Rio de Janeiro ends with 28 dead and over a thousand arrested.
· June 23 – Puerta 12 tragedy: A football stampede in Buenos Aires leaves 74 dead and 150 injured.
· June 23–30 – 1968 French legislative election: The Gaullist Union pour la défense de la République becomes the first party in French political history to obtain an absolute majority in the National Assembly.[24] George Pompidou leads the party through the campaign but resigns as prime minister afterwards. The public unrest of May 68 subsides.
· June 26
· The Bonin Islands are returned to Japan after 23 years of occupation by the United States Navy.
· The "March of the One Hundred Thousand" takes place in Rio de Janeiro as crowds demonstrate against the Brazilian military government.

July–August
Main article: July 1968
Main article: August 1968
· July 1 – The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty opens for signature.
· July 4 – English yachtsman Alec Rose, 59, receives a hero's welcome as he sails into Portsmouth, after his 354-day solo round-the-world trip.
· July 17 – Saddam Hussein becomes Vice Chairman of the Revolutionary Council in Iraq after a coup d'état.
· July 18 – The semiconductor company Intel is founded in what becomes known as the Silicon Valley of California.
· July 20 – The first International Special Olympics Summer Games are held at Soldier Field in Chicago, Ill, with about 1,000 athletes with intellectual disabilities.
· July 23–28 – Black militants led by Fred (Ahmed) Evans engage in a fierce gunfight with police in the Glenville Shootout of Cleveland, Ohio, in the United States.
· July 25 – Pope Paul VI publishes the encyclical Humanae vitae, reaffirming the Catholic Church's opposition to artificial birth control.
· July 25- Tysons Corner Center[25] one of the largest malls in the U.S. opens to the public and the Washington DC area.
· July 26 – Vietnam War: South Vietnamese opposition leader Trương Đình Dzu is sentenced to 5 years hard labor for advocating the formation of a coalition government as a way to move toward an end to the war.
· July 29 – Arenal Volcano erupts in Costa Rica for the first time in centuries.
· August 1 – The Municipal University of São Caetano do Sul is established in São Caetano do Sul, São Paulo.
· August 2 – The magnitude (Mw) 7.6 Casiguran earthquake affects the Aurora province in the Philippines with a maximum Mercalli intensity of IX (Violent), killing at least 207 and injuring 261.
· August 5–8 – The Republican National Convention in Miami Beach, Florida nominates Richard Nixon for U.S. president and Spiro Agnew for vice president.
· August 11 – The last steam passenger train service runs in Britain. A selection of British Rail steam locomotives make the 120-mile journey from Liverpool to Carlisle and return – the journey is known as the Fifteen Guinea Special.
· August 18 – Two charter buses are forced into the Hida River on National Highway Route 41 in Japan in an accident caused by heavy rain; 104 are killed.
· August 20–21 – Warsaw Pact invasion of Czechoslovakia: The 'Prague Spring' of political liberalization ends, as 750,000 Warsaw Pact troops and 6,500 tanks with 800 aircraft invade Czechoslovakia, the largest military operation in Europe since the end of World War II.
· August 24 – Canopus (nuclear test): France explodes its first hydrogen bomb in a test at Fangataufa atoll in French Polynesia.
· August 22–30 – 1968 Democratic National Convention protests: Police clash with anti-Vietnam War protesters in Chicago outside the 1968 Democratic National Convention, which nominates Hubert Humphrey for U.S. president and Edmund Muskie for vice president. The riots and subsequent trials are an essential part of the activism of the Youth International Party.
· August 29 – Crown Prince Harald of Norway marries Sonja Haraldsen, the commoner he has dated for 9 years.
September–October
Main article: September 1968
Main article: October 1968
· September 6 – Swaziland (later known as Eswatini) becomes independent of the United Kingdom.
· September 7 – The crash of Air France Flight 1611 kills 95 people, including French Army General René Cogny, as the Caravelle jetliner plunges into the Mediterranean Sea following a fire while making its approach to Nice following its departure from the island of Corsica.
· September 11
· The International Association of Classification Societies (IACS) is founded.[26]
· John Eliot Gardiner conducts Monteverdi's Vespro della Beata Vergine with the Monteverdi Choir at the BBC Proms in London.[27]
· September 13 – Albania officially withdraws from the Warsaw Pact upon the Soviet Union-led Warsaw Pact invasion of Czechoslovakia, having already ceased to participate actively in Pact activity since 1962.
· September 17 – The D'Oliveira affair: The Marylebone Cricket Club tour of South Africa is cancelled when the South Africans refuse to accept the presence of Basil D'Oliveira, a Cape Coloured, in the England side.
· September 21 – The Soviet Zond 5 uncrewed lunar flyby mission returns to Earth, with its first-of-a-kind biological payload intact.
· September 23 – Vietnam War: The Tet Offensive comes to an end in South Vietnam.
· September 27 – Marcelo Caetano becomes prime minister of Portugal.
· September 29 – A referendum in Greece gives more power to the military junta.
· October 2 – Tlatelolco massacre: A student demonstration ends in bloodbath at La Plaza de las Tres Culturas in Tlatelolco, Mexico City, Mexico, 10 days before the inauguration of the 1968 Summer Olympics. 300-400 are estimated to have been killed.
· October 3 – In Peru, Juan Velasco Alvarado takes power in a revolution.
· October 8 – Vietnam War: Operation Sealords – United States and South Vietnamese forces launch a new operation in the Mekong Delta.
· October 10 – The Detroit Tigers win the 1968 World Series in baseball in seven games.
· October 11
· Apollo program: NASA launches Apollo 7, the first crewed Apollo mission (Wally Schirra, Donn Eisele, Walter Cunningham). Mission goals include the first live television broadcast from orbit and simulating lunar module rendezvous and docking, using the S-IVB rocket stage as a test target.
· In Panama, a military coup d'état, led by Col. Boris Martinez and Col. Omar Torrijos, overthrows the democratically elected (but highly controversial) government of President Arnulfo Arias. Within a year, Torrijos ousts Martinez and takes charge as de facto Head of Government in Panama.
· October 12–27 – The 1968 Summer Olympics are held in Mexico City, Mexico.
· October 12 – Equatorial Guinea receives its independence from Spain.
· October 14 – Vietnam War: The United States Department of Defense announces that the United States Army and United States Marines will send about 24,000 troops back to Vietnam for involuntary second tours.
· October 16
· 1968 Olympics Black Power salute: In Mexico City, African-American athletes Tommie Smith and John Carlos raise their fists in a Black Power salute after winning, respectively, the gold and bronze medals in the Olympic men's 200 metres (with the support of Australian silver medallist Peter Norman).
· Kingston, Jamaica is rocked by the Rodney Riots, provoked by the banning of Guyanese-born academic and activist Walter Rodney from the country.
· October 18 – U.S. athlete Bob Beamon breaks the long jump world record by 55 cm / 213⁄4 ins at the Olympics in Mexico City. His record stands for 23 years, and remains the second longest jump in history.
· October 25 – Rock band Led Zeppelin make their first live performance, at Surrey University in England[28]
· October 31 – Vietnam War: Citing progress in the Paris peace talks (which began on May 13), U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson announces to the nation that he has ordered a complete cessation of "all air, naval, and artillery bombardment of North Vietnam" effective November 1.
· October 31 – Great Drought of 1968: Amidst a collapse of hydropower President of Chile Eduardo Frei Montalva decrees the establishment of daylight saving time.[29][30]
November–December
Main article: November 1968
Main article: December 1968
· November 5
· 1968 United States presidential election: Republican candidate Richard Nixon defeats the Democratic candidate, Vice President Hubert Humphrey, and American Independent Party candidate George Wallace.
· Luis A. Ferré of the newly formed New Progressive Party is elected Governor of Puerto Rico by beating incumbent governor Roberto Sánchez Vilella of the People's Party, Luis Negrón López of the Popular Democratic Party and Antonio J. Gonzalez of the Puerto Rican Independence Party; he also becomes the first "statehooder" governor of the Island.
· November 7 – Start of the 1968 movement in Pakistan, which leads to the resignation of General Ayub Khan, and ultimately the split of the country and formation of Bangladesh.
· November 8 – The Vienna Convention on Road Signs and Signals is signed and ratified.
· November 11 – A second republic is declared in the Maldives.
· November 15 – Vietnam War: Operation Commando Hunt is initiated to interdict men and supplies on the Ho Chi Minh trail, through Laos into South Vietnam. By the end of the operation, 3 million tons of bombs are dropped on Laos, slowing but not seriously disrupting trail operations.[31][32]
· November 17
· British European Airways introduces the BAC One-Eleven into commercial service.
· The "Heidi Game": NBC cuts off the final 1:05 of an Oakland Raiders–New York Jets football game to broadcast the pre-scheduled Heidi. Fans are unable to see Oakland (which had been trailing 32–29) score 2 late touchdowns to win 43–32; as a result, thousands of outraged football fans flood the NBC switchboards to protest.
· November 19 – In Mali, President Modibo Keïta's regime is overthrown in a bloodless military coup led by Moussa Traoré.[33]
· November 20 – The Farmington Mine disaster in Farmington, West Virginia, kills seventy-eight men.
· November 22
· The Beatles ("The White Album") and The Kinks Are the Village Green Preservation Society are released.[34]
· Japan Air Lines Flight 2, flying from Tokyo to San Francisco International Airport ditches in San Francisco Bay due to pilot error; all 107 on board survive without injury.
· November 24 – 4 men hijack Pan Am Flight 281 from JFK International Airport, New York to Havana, Cuba.
· December 9 – Douglas Engelbart publicly demonstrates his pioneering hypertext system, NLS, in San Francisco, together with the computer mouse, at what becomes retrospectively known as "The Mother of All Demos".
· December 10 – Japan's biggest heist, the never-solved "300 million yen robbery", occurs in Tokyo.
· December 11 – The film Oliver! based on the hit London and Broadway musical, opens in the U.S. after being released first in the UK. It goes on to win the Academy Award for Best Picture.
· December 13 – Prompted by growing unrest and a perceived proliferation of "pro-communist" violent actions, Brazilian president Artur da Costa e Silva enacts the so-called AI-5, the fifth of a series of non-constitutional emergency decrees allegedly to help "stabilize" the country after the turmoils of the early 1960s.
· December 20 – The first known Zodiac Killer murder takes place in Lake Herman Road, Vallejo, California.
· December 22 – Mao Zedong advocates that educated urban youth in China be sent for re-education in the countryside. It marks the start of the "Up to the mountains and down to the villages" movement.
· December 24 – Apollo program: The crewed U.S. spacecraft Apollo 8 enters orbit around the Moon. Astronauts Frank Borman, Jim Lovell and William Anders become the first humans to see the far side of the Moon and planet Earth as a whole, as well as having traveled further away from Earth than any people in history. Anders photographs Earthrise. The crew also give a reading from the Book of Genesis.
· December 28 – 1968 Israeli raid on Lebanon: Israeli forces fly into Lebanese airspace, launching an attack on the airport in Beirut and destroying more than a dozen aircraft.
Dates unknown
· The Khmer Rouge is officially formed in Cambodia as an offshoot movement of the Vietnam People's Army from North Vietnam to bring communism to the nation. A few years later, they will become bitter enemies.
· Drainage of the Flevopolder in the Netherlands is completed, creating by some definitions the largest artificial island in the world.[35][36]
· An oil field is confirmed in Northern Alaska: the Prudhoe Bay Oil Field.
1969
January
Main article: January 1969
· January 4 – The Government of Spain hands over Ifni to Morocco.[1]
· January 5 – Ariana Afghan Airlines Flight 701 crashes into a house on its approach to London's Gatwick Airport, killing 50 of the 62 people on board and two of the home's occupants.[2]
· January 12 – The New York Jets defeat the Baltimore Colts 16–7 in Super Bowl III.
· January 14 – An explosion aboard the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise near Hawaii kills 28 and injures 314.[3]
· January 16 – First successful docking of two crewed spacecraft in orbit and the first transfer of crew from one space vehicle to another (by a space walk) between Soviet craft Soyuz 5 and Soyuz 4.[4]
· January 18 – Failure of Soyuz 5's service module to separate correctly causes a near-fatal re-entry (not publicly acknowledged until 1997) but the module makes a hard landing in the Ural Mountains.[5]
· January 19 – End of the siege of the University of Tokyo, marking the beginning of the end for the 1968–69 Japanese university protests.
· January 20 – Richard Nixon is sworn in as president of the United States of America.
· January 22 – Attempted assassination of Leonid Brezhnev, the Soviet leader, by deserter Viktor Ilyin. One person is killed, several are injured; Brezhnev escapes unharmed. Very little is publicly admitted about the incident by the Soviet authorities at this time.
· January 27
· Fourteen men, 9 of them Jews, are executed in Baghdad for spying for Israel.
· Reverend Ian Paisley, Northern Irish Unionist leader and founder of the Free Presbyterian Church of Ulster is jailed for three months for illegal assembly.
· January 28 – 1969 Santa Barbara oil spill: A blowout on Union Oil's Platform A spills 80,000 to 100,000 barrels of crude oil into a channel and onto the beaches of Santa Barbara County in Southern California; on February 5 the oil spill closes Santa Barbara's harbor. The incident inspires Wisconsin Senator Gaylord Nelson to organize the first Earth Day in 1970.
February
Main article: February 1969
· February 4 – In Cairo, Yasser Arafat is elected Palestine Liberation Organization leader at the Palestinian National Congress.
· February 8
· The Allende meteorite explodes over Mexico.
· After 147 years, the last weekly issue of The Saturday Evening Post is published in the United States. (The magazine is later briefly resurrected as a monthly magazine.)
· February 9 – The Boeing 747 "jumbo jet" is flown for the first time, taking off from the Boeing airfield at Everett, Washington.
· February 13 – Front de libération du Québec (FLQ) terrorists bomb the Montreal Stock Exchange.
· February 14 – Pope Paul VI issues Mysterii Paschalis, a motu proprio, deleting many names from the Roman calendar of saints (including Valentine, who was celebrated on this day).
· February 17 – Aquanaut Berry L. Cannon dies of carbon dioxide poisoning while attempting to repair the SEALAB III habitat off San Clemente Island, California.
· February 24 – The Mariner 6 Mars probe is launched from the United States.
· February 28 – The 1969 Portugal earthquake hits Portugal, Spain and Morocco.
March
Main article: March 1969
· March 2
· In Toulouse, France the first Concorde test flight is conducted.[6]
· Soviet and Chinese forces clash at a border outpost on the Ussuri River.
· March 3
· Apollo program: NASA launches Apollo 9 (James McDivitt, Rusty Schweickart, David Scott) to test the lunar module.
· In a Los Angeles court, Sirhan Sirhan admits that he killed presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy.
· March 13 – Apollo program: Apollo 9 returns safely to Earth after testing the Lunar Module.
· March 16 – Viasa Flight 742 crashes into a neighborhood in Maracaibo, Venezuela, shortly after taking off for Miami; all 84 people on board the DC-9 jet are killed along with 71 people on the ground.[7]
· March 17
· Golda Meir becomes the first female prime minister of Israel.
· The Longhope life-boat is lost after answering a mayday call during severe storms in the Pentland Firth between Orkney and the northern tip of Scotland; the entire crew of 8 die.[8]
· March 18 – An annular solar eclipse is visible in the Indian and Pacific Oceans, and is the 49th solar eclipse of Solar Saros 129.
· March 20
· One hundred of the 105 passengers and crew on a United Arab Airlines flight, most of them Muslim pilgrims returning to Aswan from Mecca, are killed when the Ilyushin-18 turboprop crashes during a sandstorm.
· John Lennon and Yoko Ono are married at Gibraltar, and proceed to their honeymoon "Bed-in" for peace in Amsterdam.
· March 22
· UCLA wins its third consecutive NCAA basketball championship by defeating Purdue University, 92 to 72.
· The landmark art exhibition When Attitudes become Form, curated by Harald Szeemann, opens at the Kunsthalle Bern in Bern, Switzerland.
· March 25 - Ayub Khan resigns as President of Pakistan and transfers the power to Yahya Khan.
· March 26 - Yahya Khan imposes Martial Law on Pakistan.
· March 28 – Pope Paul VI increases the number of Roman Catholic cardinals by one-third, from 101 to 134.
· March 29 – The Eurovision Song Contest 1969 is held in Madrid, and results in four co-winners, with 18 votes each, from Spain, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, and France.
· March 30 – The body of former United States General and President Dwight D. Eisenhower is brought by caisson to the United States Capitol to lie in state in the Capitol Rotunda; Eisenhower had died two days earlier, after a long illness, in the Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Washington, D.C.
· March 31 – The Barroterán coal mine disaster kills 153 coal miners in Mexico.
April
Main article: April 1969
· April 3 – The Mass of Paul VI is promulgated in the Catholic Church by the Pope.[9]
· April 4 – Denton Cooley implants the first temporary artificial heart.
· April 7 – RFC series begins with Network Working Group RFC 1 on ARPANET host software.
· April 8 – The Montreal Expos become Major League Baseball's first team outside the United States.
· April 9 – Fermín Monasterio Pérez is murdered by ETA in Biscay, Spain; the 4th victim in the name of Basque nationalism.
· April 15 – The EC-121 shootdown incident: North Korea shoots down a US reconnaissance aircraft over the Sea of Japan, killing all 31 on board.[10]
· April 17 – Sirhan Bishara Sirhan is found guilty of the assassination of Robert F. Kennedy.
· April 20 – British troops arrive in Northern Ireland to reinforce the Royal Ulster Constabulary.
· April 22 – English sailor Robin Knox-Johnston becomes the first person to sail around the world solo without stopping.
· April 28 – Charles de Gaulle steps down as president of France after suffering defeat in a referendum the day before.
May
Main article: May 1969
· May 10 – The Battle of Dong Ap Bia, also known as Hamburger Hill, begins during the Vietnam War.
· May 13 – May 13 Incident: Race riots occur in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
· May 14 – Colonel Muammar Gaddafi visits Mecca, Saudi Arabia.
· May 15 – An American teenager known as 'Robert R.' dies in St. Louis, Missouri, United States, of a baffling medical condition. In 1984 it will be identified as the earliest confirmed case of HIV/AIDS in North America.
· May 16 – Venera program: Soviet space probe Venera 5 lands on Venus.
· May 17 – Venera program: Soviet space probe Venera 6 begins to descend into Venus's atmosphere, sending back atmospheric data before being crushed by pressure.
· May 18 – Apollo program: Apollo 10 (Gene Cernan, Tom Stafford, John Young) is launched. It is to be a full rehearsal for the Moon landing, stopping 15 kilometers short of actually reaching the lunar surface.
· May 20 – United States National Guard helicopters spray skin-stinging powder on anti-war protesters in California.
· May 21 – Rosariazo: Civil unrest breaks out in Rosario, Argentina, following the death of a 15-year-old student.
· May 22 – Apollo program: Apollo 10's lunar module flies to within 15,400 m of the Moon's surface.
· May 26
· The Andean Pact (Andean Group) is established.
· Apollo program: Apollo 10 returns to Earth, after a successful 8-day test of all the components needed for the upcoming first crewed Moon landing.
· May 26–June 2 – John Lennon and Yoko Ono conduct their second bed-in. The follow-up to the Amsterdam event is held at the Queen Elizabeth Hotel in Montreal, Quebec. Lennon composes and records the song "Give Peace a Chance" during the event.
· May 29 – Cordobazo: A general strike and civil unrest break out in Córdoba, Argentina.
· May 30 – Riots in Curaçao mark the start of an Afro-Caribbean civil rights movement on the island.
June
Main article: June 1969
· June 3 – While operating at sea on SEATO maneuvers, the Australian aircraft carrier HMAS Melbourne accidentally rams and slices into the American destroyer USS Frank E. Evans in the South China Sea, killing 74 American seamen.
· June 5 – An international communist conference begins in Moscow.
· June 8
· Francisco Franco orders the closing of the Gibraltar–Spain border and communications between Gibraltar and Spain in response to the 1967 Gibraltar sovereignty referendum.[11] The border remains closed until a partial reopening on December 15, 1982.
· U.S. President Richard Nixon and South Vietnamese President Nguyễn Văn Thiệu meet at Midway Island. Nixon announces that 25,000 U.S. troops will be withdrawn by September.
· June 15 – Georges Pompidou is elected President of France.[12]
· June 17 – After a 23-game match, Boris Spassky defeats Tigran Petrosian to become the World Chess Champion in Moscow.
· June 24 – The United Kingdom and Rhodesia sever diplomatic relations, after the Rhodesian constitutional referendum.
· June 27 – Gay intercourse is officially legalized in Canada.[13]
· June 28 – The Stonewall riots, a milestone in the modern gay rights movement in the United States, began in New York City.
· 
July
Main article: July 1969
· July 7 – French is made equal to English throughout the Canadian national government.
· July 8 – Vietnam War: The first U.S. troop withdrawals are made.
· July 14
· Football War: After Honduras loses an association football match against El Salvador, rioting breaks out in Honduras against Salvadoran migrant workers. Of the 300,000 Salvadoran workers in Honduras, tens of thousands are expelled, prompting a brief Salvadoran invasion of Honduras. The OAS works out a cease-fire on July 18, which takes effect on July 20.
· The Act of Free Choice for West Irian commences in Merauke, Indonesia.
· July 16 – Apollo program: Apollo 11 (Buzz Aldrin, Neil Armstrong, Michael Collins) lifts off from Cape Kennedy in Florida towards the first crewed landing on the Moon.
· July 19
· Chappaquiddick incident: US Senator Edward M. Kennedy drives off a bridge into a tidal pond after leaving a party on Chappaquiddick Island, Massachusetts, killing Mary Jo Kopechne. Kennedy does not report the accident for nine or ten hours.
· John Fairfax lands in Hollywood Beach, Florida, United States and becomes the first person to row across an ocean solo, after 180 days spent at sea on board the 25' ocean rowboat Britannia (left Gran Canaria on January 20, 1969).
· July 20
· Apollo program Moon landing: At 3:17 pm ET (20:17 UTC) Apollo 11's Lunar Module Eagle lands on the Moon's surface. At 10:56 pm ET (02:56 UTC July 21), an estimated 650 million people worldwide, the largest television audience for a live broadcast at this time, watch in awe as Neil Armstrong takes his first historic steps on the surface.[14]
· 1969 Tour de France: Belgian Eddy Merckx wins the cycle race for the first time.
· July 22 – Spanish dictator and head of state Francisco Franco appoints Prince Juan Carlos to be his successor as head of state following his death.
· July 24
· Apollo program: Apollo 11 returns from the first successful Moon landing and the astronauts are placed in biological isolation for several days in case they may have brought back lunar germs. The airless lunar environment is later determined to rule out microscopic life.
· The Soviet Union returns British lecturer Gerald Brooke to the United Kingdom freed from a Soviet prison in exchange for their spies Peter and Helen Kroger (Morris and Lona Cohen).
· July 26 – A 6.4 earthquake shakes the Chinese city of Yangjiang destroying thousands of homes and killing 3,000 people.
· July 30 – Vietnam War: U.S. President Richard Nixon makes an unscheduled visit to South Vietnam, meeting with President Nguyễn Văn Thiệu and U.S. military commanders.
· July 31 – Pope Paul VI arrives in Entebbe, Uganda for the first visit by a reigning Pope to Africa.[15]
August
Main article: August 1969
· August 2 – U.S. President Richard Nixon visits Romania, becoming the first incumbent U.S. president to visit a communist state since the start of the Cold War.[16]
· August 4
· Vietnam War: At the apartment of French intermediary Jean Sainteny in Paris, U.S. representative Henry Kissinger and North Vietnamese representative Xuan Thuy begin secret peace negotiations. They eventually fail since the two sides cannot agree to any terms.
· The Zodiac Killer adopts his persona in a letter in which he introduces himself with the phrase, "This is the Zodiac speaking."
· August 5 – Mariner program: Mariner 7 makes its closest fly-by of Mars (3,524 kilometres (2,190 mi)).
· August 9 – On orders from Charles Manson, members of the Manson Family invade the Los Angeles home of film director Roman Polanski, and murder his pregnant wife, the actress Sharon Tate, and four others.
· August 10 – A day after murdering Sharon Tate and four others, members of the Manson Family kill Leno and Rosemary LaBianca in Los Angeles.
· August 13 – Serious border clashes occur between the Soviet Union and the People's Republic of China.
· August 14 – The Troubles: British troops are deployed in Northern Ireland to restore order following three days of political and sectarian violence, marking the beginning of the 37-year Operation Banner.[17]
· August 15–18 – The Woodstock Festival is held near White Lake, New York, featuring some of the top rock musicians of the era.
· August 17 – Category 5 Hurricane Camille hits the Mississippi coast of the United States, killing 248 people and causing US$1.5 billion in damage (1969 USD).
· August 21 – Australian Denis Michael Rohan sets fire to the Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem.
· August 29 – A Trans World Airlines flight from Rome to Tel Aviv is hijacked and diverted to Syria.
September
Main article: September 1969
· September 1
· 1969 Libyan coup d'état: A bloodless coup in Libya ousts King Idris and brings Colonel Muammar Gaddafi to power.
· For Brazil, the Jornal Nacional was created on Monday, 1 September 1969.
· September 2 – Ho Chi Minh, the president of Democratic Republic of Vietnam, died at the age of 79.
· September 5 – Lieutenant William Calley is charged with six counts of premeditated murder for the 1968 My Lai Massacre deaths of 109 Vietnamese civilians in My Lai, Vietnam.
· September 9 – Allegheny Airlines Flight 853, a DC-9 airliner, collides in flight with a small Piper PA-28 airplane, and crashes near Fairland, Indiana, killing all 83 people in both aircraft.
· September 11 – An annular solar eclipse is visible in Pacific Ocean and South America, and is the 41st solar eclipse of Solar Saros 134.
· September 13 – Scooby-Doo, Where Are You! premieres on CBS, starting the Scooby-Doo franchise.
· September 22–25 – An Islamic conference in Rabat, Morocco, following the al-Aqsa Mosque fire (August 21), condemns the Israeli claim of ownership of Jerusalem.
· September 23 – China carries out an underground nuclear bomb test.
· September 25 – The Organisation of the Islamic Conference is founded.
· September 26 – The Beatles release their eleventh studio album, Abbey Road in the United Kingdom
· September 28 – 1969 West German federal election: The Social Democrats, led by Vice Chancellor Willy Brandt, and the Free Democrats led by Walter Scheel, formed a coalition government with Brandt as Chancellor, after the Social Democrats severed their relationship with Chancellor Kurt Georg Kiesinger's Christian Democratic Union.
October
Main article: October 1969
· October 1
· In Sweden, Olof Palme is elected Leader of the Social Democratic Worker's Party, replacing Tage Erlander as Prime Minister on October 14.
· The Beijing Subway begins operation.
· October 2 – A 1.2 megaton thermonuclear device is tested at Amchitka Island, Alaska. This test is code-named Project Milrow, the 11th test of the Operation Mandrel 1969–1970 underground nuclear test series. This test is known as a "calibration shot" to test if the island is fit for larger underground nuclear detonations.
· October 5 – Sazae-san first airs on Fuji Television.
· October 9–12 – Days of Rage: In Chicago, the Illinois National Guard is called in to control demonstrations involving the radical Weathermen, in connection with the "Chicago Eight" Trial.
· October 11 – The Zodiac Killer shoots and kills taxi driver Paul Stine in the Presidio Heights neighborhood of San Francisco; this is the serial killer's last known murder.
· October 11–16 – The New York Mets upset the Baltimore Orioles four games to one in the World Series.
· October 15 –
· DZKB-TV Channel 9, the Philippines' sixth TV station, is launched.
· Vietnam War: Hundreds of thousands of people take part in Moratorium to End the War in Vietnam demonstrations across the United States.
· October 17 – Willard S. Boyle and George Smith invent the CCD at Bell Laboratories (30 years later, this technology is widely used in digital cameras).
· October 20 – Experimental research showing that protons were composed of smaller particles, the first evidence of quarks, is published.[18]
· October 21
· Willy Brandt becomes Chancellor of West Germany.
· General Siad Barre comes to power in Somalia in a coup, 6 days after the assassination of President Abdirashid Ali Shermarke.
· October 25 – 1969 Australian federal election: John Gorton's Liberal/Country Coalition government is narrowly re-elected with a sharply reduced majority, defeating a resurgent Labor Party led by Gough Whitlam. Prime Minister Gorton survived a leadership challenge by his deputy William McMahon as well as David Fairbairn in the immediate aftermath of the election.
· October 29 – The first electronic message is sent between two computers connected via ARPANET between University of California, Los Angeles and SRI International in California at around 10:30pm local time, the initial forerunning technology to the Internet.
November
Main article: November 1969
· November 3 – Süleyman Demirel of AP forms the new government of Turkey (31st government).
· November 10 – The television series Sesame Street premiered on National Educational Television, becoming the most famous preschool television series of all time.
· November 14
· Apollo program: NASA launches Apollo 12 (Pete Conrad, Richard Gordon, Alan Bean), the second crewed mission to the Moon.
· The SS United States, the last active United States Lines passenger ship, is withdrawn from service.
· November 15 – Cold War: The Soviet submarine K-19 collides with the American submarine USS Gato in the Barents Sea.
· November 17 – Cold War: Negotiators from the Soviet Union and the United States meet in Helsinki, to begin the SALT I negotiations aimed at limiting the number of strategic weapons on both sides.
· November 19
· Apollo program: Apollo 12 astronauts Charles Conrad and Alan Bean land at Oceanus Procellarum ("Ocean of Storms"), becoming the third and fourth humans to walk on the Moon.
· Professional footballer Pelé scores his 1,000th goal.
· Vietnam War: A Cleveland, Ohio newspaper, The Plain Dealer, publishes explicit photographs of dead villagers from the My Lai Massacre in Vietnam.
· Richard Oakes returns with 90 followers to Alcatraz Island and begins a 19 month long occupation, lasting until June 1971.
· November 21
· U.S. President Richard Nixon and Japanese Premier Eisaku Satō agree in Washington, D.C. to the return of Okinawa to Japanese control in 1972. Under the terms of the agreement, the U.S. retains rights to military bases on the island, but they must be nuclear-free.
· The first ARPANET link is established (the progenitor of the global Internet).
· November 24 – Apollo program: The Apollo 12 spacecraft splashes down safely in the Pacific Ocean, ending the second crewed mission to the Moon.
December
Main article: December 1969
· December 1 – Vietnam War: The first draft lottery in the United States since World War II is held. September 14 is the first of the 366 days of the year selected, meaning that anyone born on September 14 in the years from 1944 to 1951 would be the first to be summoned. On January 4, 1970, The New York Times will run a long article, "Statisticians Charge Draft Lottery Was Not Random".
· December 2 – The Boeing 747 jumbo jet makes its first passenger flight. It carries 191 people, most of them reporters and photographers, from Seattle to New York City.
· December 3 – Air France Flight 212, a Boeing 707 registered as F-BHSZ, crashed shortly after takeoff from Venezuela killing all 62 occupants on board. The cause of the accident is not yet known since the Bureau of Enquiry and Analysis for Civil Aviation Safety (BEA) did not publish an investigation report. It will not be released until 2029, sixty years after the accident.
· December 6 – Meredith Hunter is stabbed to death by Hells Angels at the Altamont Free Concert, an event which came to be viewed as the end of the hippie era and the de facto conclusion of late-1960s American youth culture.
· December 12 – The Piazza Fontana bombing in Milan, Italy, kills 17 people and injures 88.
· December 24
· Charles Manson is allowed to defend himself at the Tate-LaBianca murder trial.
· The oil company Phillips Petroleum made the first oil discovery in the Norwegian sector of North Sea.
· Nigerian troops capture Umuahia. The last Biafran capital before its dissolution becomes Owerri.
· December 27 – The Liberal Democratic Party wins 47.6% of the votes in the 1969 Japanese general election. Future prime ministers Yoshirō Mori and Tsutomu Hata and future kingmaker Ichirō Ozawa are elected for the first time.
Date unknown
· Summer – Invention of Unix under the potential name "Unics" (after Multics).[19]
· Common African, Malagasy and Mauritian Organization (OCAMM) (Organisation Commune Africaine Malgache et Mauricienne) is established.
· International Convention on Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage, a maritime treaty, is adopted.
1970
January
Main article: January 1970
· January 1 – Unix time epoch reached at 00:00:00 UTC.
· January 5 – The 7.1 Mw Tonghai earthquake shakes Tonghai County, Yunnan province, China, with a maximum Mercalli intensity of X (Extreme). Between 10,000 and 14,621 are killed and 30,000 injured.
· January 15 – After a 32-month fight for independence from Nigeria, Biafran forces under Philip Effiong formally surrender to General Yakubu Gowon, ending the Nigerian Civil War.
February
Main article: February 1970
· February 1 – The Benavídez rail disaster near Buenos Aires, Argentina (a rear-end collision) kills 236.
· February 10 – An avalanche at Val-d'Isère, France, kills 41 tourists.
· February 11 – Ohsumi, Japan's first satellite, is launched on a Lambda-4 rocket.[1]
· February 22 – Guyana becomes a Republic within the Commonwealth of Nations.
· February – Multi-business conglomerate Virgin Group is founded as a discount mail-order record retailer by Richard Branson in the UK.[2]
March
Main article: March 1970
· March 1 – Rhodesia's white minority government severs its last tie with the United Kingdom, declaring itself a republic.
· March 4 – All 57 men aboard the French submarine Eurydice are killed when the vessel implodes while making a practice dive in the Mediterranean Sea.[3]
· March 5 – The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty goes into effect,[4] after ratification by 56 nations.
· March 6 – Süleyman Demirel of AP forms the new government of Turkey (32nd government).
· March 12 – Citroën introduces the Citroën SM, the world's fastest front-wheel drive auto at this time, at the annual Geneva Motor Show in Switzerland.
· March 15 – The Expo '70 World's Fair opens in Suita, Osaka, Japan.
· March 16 – The complete New English Bible is published in the UK.
· March 18 – General Lon Nol ousts Prince Norodom Sihanouk of Cambodia and holds Queen Sisowath Kossamak under house arrest.
· March 19 – Ostpolitik: The leaders of West Germany and East Germany meet at a summit for the first time since Germany's division into two republics. West German Chancellor Willy Brandt is greeted by cheering East German crowds as he arrives in Erfurt for a summit with his counterpart, East German Ministerpräsident Willi Stoph.
· March 20 – The Agence de Coopération Culturelle et Technique (ACCT) is founded.
· March 21 – "All Kinds of Everything", sung by Dana (music and lyrics by Derry Lindsay and Jackie Smith), wins the Eurovision Song Contest 1970 (staged in Amsterdam) for Ireland.
· March 31
· NASA's Explorer 1, the first American satellite and Explorer program spacecraft, reenters Earth's atmosphere after 12 years in orbit.
· Japan Airlines Flight 351, carrying 131 passengers and 7 crew from Tokyo to Fukuoka, is hijacked by Japanese Red Army members. All passengers and crew are eventually freed.
April
Main article: April 1970
· April 4 – Fragments of burnt human remains believed to be those of Adolf Hitler, Eva Braun, Joseph Goebbels, Magda Goebbels and the Goebbels children are crushed and scattered in the Biederitz river at a KGB center in Magdeburg, East Germany.
· April 8
· A huge gas explosion at a subway construction site in Osaka, Japan, kills 79 and injures over 400.[5]
· Israeli Air Force F-4 Phantom II fighter bombers kill 47 Egyptian school children at an elementary school in what is known as Bahr el-Baqar massacre. The single-floor school is hit by five bombs and two air-to-ground missiles.
· April 10 – In a press release written in mock-interview style, that is included in promotional copies of his first solo album, Paul McCartney announces that he has left The Beatles.[6]
· April 11
· An avalanche at a tuberculosis sanatorium in the French Alps kills 74, mostly young boys.
· Apollo program: Apollo 13 (Jim Lovell, Fred Haise, Jack Swigert) is launched from the United States toward the Moon.[7]
· April 13 – An oxygen tank in the Apollo 13 spacecraft explodes, forcing the crew to abort the mission and return in four days.
· April 17 – Apollo program: Apollo 13 splashes down safely in the Pacific.April 17: Apollo 13 crew after splashdown
· April 21 – The Principality of Hutt River "secedes" from Australia (it remains unrecognised by Australia and other nations).
· April 24 – China's first satellite (Dong Fang Hong 1) is launched into orbit using a Long March-1 Rocket (CZ-1).
· April 26 – The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) is founded.
May
Main article: May 1970
· May 4 – Kent State shootings: Four students at Kent State University in Ohio, are killed and nine wounded by Ohio National Guardsmen at a protest against the U.S. incursion into Cambodia.[8]
· May 6
· Arms Crisis in the Republic of Ireland: Charles Haughey and Neil Blaney are dismissed as members of the Irish Government for accusations of their involvement in a plot to import arms for use by the Provisional Irish Republican Army in Northern Ireland.
· Feyenoord win the European Cup in association football after a 2–1 win over Celtic.
· May 11 – Lubbock tornado: A strong, multi-vortex F5 tornado impacts areas of Lubbock, Texas, after dark, resulting in 26 fatalities and over 1,500 injuries.
· May 14
· Ulrike Meinhof helps Andreas Baader escape and create the Red Army Faction in West Germany which exists until 1998.
· Jackson State killings: In the second day of violent demonstrations at Jackson State University in Jackson, Mississippi, state law enforcement officers fire into the demonstrators, killing 2 and injuring 12.
· May 17 – Thor Heyerdahl sets sail from Morocco on the papyrus boat Ra II, to cross the South Atlantic.
· May 26 – The Soviet Tupolev Tu-144 becomes the first commercial transport to exceed Mach 2.
· May 31
· The 7.9 Mw Ancash earthquake shakes Peru with a maximum Mercalli intensity of VIII (Severe) and a landslide buries the town of Yungay, Peru. Between 66,794 and 70,000 are killed and 50,000 injured.
· The 1970 FIFA World Cup in association football is inaugurated in Mexico.
June
Main article: June 1970
· June 1 – Soyuz 9, a two-man spacecraft, is launched from the Soviet Union for an orbital flight of nearly 18 days, an endurance record at this time.
· June 4 – Tonga gains independence from the United Kingdom.
· June 8 – A coup in Argentina brings a new junta of service chiefs; on June 18, Roberto M. Levingston becomes President.
· June 12 – National Democratic Front for the Liberation of Oman and the Arabian Gulf guerrillas attack military garrisons at Izki and Nizwa in Oman.
· June 19 – The Patent Cooperation Treaty is signed into international law, providing a unified procedure for filing patent applications to protect inventions.
· June 21
· Brazil defeats Italy 4–1 to win the 1970 FIFA World Cup in Mexico. As 3-times winner, they keep the Jules Rimet Trophy permanently.
· Penn Central, America's largest railroad, files for chapter 77 bankruptcy; the largest U.S. corporate bankruptcy at the time.
July
Main article: July 1970
· July 1 – Xerox PARC computer laboratory opens in Palo Alto, California, United States.
· July 3
· All 112 people on board Dan-Air Flight 1903 are killed when the chartered British De Havilland Comet crashes into mountains north of Barcelona through navigational error.
· The French Army detonates a 914 kiloton thermonuclear device in the Mururoa Atoll. It is the fifth in a series that started on June 15 in their program to perfect a hydrogen bomb small enough to be delivered by a missile.
· July 5 – Air Canada Flight 621 crashes near Toronto International Airport, Toronto, Ontario through pilot error; all 109 passengers and crew are killed.
· July 12 – Thor Heyerdahl's papyrus boat Ra II arrives in Barbados.
· July 16 - Three Rivers Stadium opens in Pittsburgh Pennsylvania. Home to NFL Steelers and MLB Pirates.
· July 21 – The Aswan High Dam in Egypt is completed.
· July 23 – 1970 Omani coup d'état: Said bin Taimur, Sultan of Muscat and Oman, is deposed in a bloodless palace coup by his son, Qaboos with covert British support. Among the reforms he introduces is the abolition of chattel slavery in Oman.[9]
· July 30 – Thalidomide scandal: Damages totalling £485,528 are awarded to 28 Thalidomide victims in the UK.[citation needed]
August
Main article: August 1970
· August 11 – Creation of the International Council of Organizations of Folklore Festivals and Folk Arts in Confolens, France.
· August 17 – Venera program: Venera 7 is launched from the Soviet Union toward Venus. It later becomes the first spacecraft to transmit data from the surface of another planet successfully.
· August 31 – Solar eclipse of August 31, 1970: An annular solar eclipse is visible in Oceania, and is the 14th solar eclipse of Solar Saros 144.
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1981
April
Main article: April 1981
· April 4 – UK pop group Bucks Fizz's song "Making Your Mind Up" wins the 1981 Eurovision Song Contest in Dublin, Ireland.
· April 11 – 1981 Brixton riot: Rioters in south London, UK, throw petrol bombs, attack police and loot shops.[17]
· April 12 – The Space Shuttle program: Space Shuttle Columbia, with NASA astronauts John Young and Robert Crippen, launches on the STS-1 mission, returning to Earth on April 14. It is the first time a crewed reusable spacecraft has returned from orbit.[18]
· April 15 – The first Coca-Cola bottling plant in China is opened.[19]
· April 18 – A Minor League Baseball game between the Rochester Red Wings and the Pawtucket Red Sox at McCoy Stadium in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, becomes the longest professional baseball game in history: 8 hours and 25 minutes/33 innings (the 33rd inning is not played until June 23).
· April 26 – French presidential election: A first-round runoff results between Valéry Giscard d'Estaing and François Mitterrand.
May
Main article: May 1981
· May – Daniel K. Ludwig abandons the Jari project in the Amazon basin.
· May 1 – Pensions in Chile: The new Chilean pension system, based on private pension funds, begins.
· Aer Lingus flight 164 is hijacked just before landing at London Heathrow airport. The flight continues on to France before the hijacker who reportedly demanded for the releasing of the third secret of Fatima, is subdued.
· May 4 – The European Law Students' Association (ELSA) was founded in Vienna by law students from Austria, West Germany, Poland and Hungary.
· May 6 – A jury of architects and sculptors unanimously selects Maya Lin's design for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C., from among 1,421 other entries.
· May 11 – The Jamaican reggae singer Bob Marley dies at age 36 from cancer.
· May 13 – Pope John Paul II assassination attempt: Pope John Paul II is shot by Mehmet Ali Ağca, a Turkish gunman, as he enters St. Peter's Square in Vatican City to address a general audience. The Pope recovers.[20]
· May 15 – A prison officer, 31-year-old Donna Payant, disappears at Green Haven Correctional Facility in New York. She is later found to have been murdered by convicted serial killer Lemuel Smith. It is the first time a female prison officer has been killed while on duty in the United States.[21]
· May 21 – François Mitterrand becomes the first socialist President of the French Fifth Republic.
· May 22 – Serial killer Peter Sutcliffe is found guilty and sentenced to life imprisonment on 13 counts of murder and 7 of attempted murder in England.
· May 25 – In Riyadh, the Gulf Cooperation Council is created among Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.
· May 26 – The Italian Forlani government resigns over its links to the fascist Masonic cell Propaganda Due.
· May 30 – Bangladeshi President Ziaur Rahman is assassinated in Chittagong.[1]
· May 31 – Burning of Jaffna library, one of the most violent examples of ethnic biblioclasm of the century.
June
Main article: June 1981
· June 5 – The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in the United States report that five homosexual men in Los Angeles have a rare form of pneumonia seen only in patients with weakened immune systems, the first recognized cases of AIDS.
· June 6 – Bihar train disaster: Seven coaches of an overcrowded passenger train fall off the tracks into the Bagmati River in Bihar, India, killing between 500 and 800.
· June 7 – The Israeli Air Force destroys Iraq's Osirak nuclear reactor, killing ten Iraqi troops and a French technician.
· June 10 – Alfredo Rampi, a 6-year-old boy, falls into an artesian well in Vermicino, near Rome. After nearly three days of failed rescue attempts followed with bated breath from all over Italy, Alfredo dies inside the well, at a depth of 60 meters (200 ft).
· June 13 – At the Trooping the Colour ceremony in London, teenager Marcus Sarjeant fires 6 blank shots close to Queen Elizabeth II, startling her horse.[22][23]
· June 18
· The Organization of Eastern Caribbean States is founded.[24]
· The Lockheed F-117 Nighthawk Stealth Fighter makes its first flight at Groom Lake (Area 51), Nevada.
· June 22 – Iranian president Abolhassan Banisadr is deposed.
· June 27
· The first game of paintball is played, in Henniker, New Hampshire, United States.[25]
· The E-mu Emulator sampler keyboard with floppy disk operation is unveiled at NAMM international Sound & Music Expo, Chicago. Production Model Serial Number 001 is issued to Stevie Wonder.[26]
July
Main article: July 1981
· July 1 – Wonderland murders: The Wonderland Gang of cocaine dealers is brutally murdered in Los Angeles.[27] Eddie Nash is suspected of involvement, but will never be convicted.[28]
· July 3 – The Toxteth riots in Liverpool, England, start after a mob prevents a youth from being arrested. Shortly afterward, the Chapeltown riots in Leeds start amid increased racial tension.
· July 7 – United States President Ronald Reagan nominates the first woman, Sandra Day O'Connor, to the Supreme Court of the United States.[29]
· July 9 – Donkey Kong is released, marking the first Donkey Kong and Mario smash hit arcade game developed by Nintendo in Japan.
· July 10
· Mahathir Mohamad becomes the 4th Prime Minister of Malaysia.[30]
· 1981 Handsworth riots in Birmingham begin, followed by further 1981 England riots in several urban areas including Liverpool and Leeds.
· July 16–21 – England become the first team this century to win a cricket Test match after the follow-on when they beat Australia by 18 runs at Headingley cricket ground, Leeds, England.
· July 17
· Hyatt Regency walkway collapse: Two skywalks filled with people at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Kansas City, Missouri, collapse into a crowded atrium lobby, killing 114.
· Israeli aircraft bomb Beirut, destroying multi-story apartment blocks containing the offices of PLO-associated groups, killing approximately 300 civilians and resulting in worldwide condemnation and a U.S. embargo on the export of aircraft to Israel.[31]
· July 19 – The 1981 Springbok Tour commences in New Zealand, amid controversy over the support of apartheid.
· July 21 – Panda Tohui is born in Chapultepec Zoo in Mexico City, the first panda to ever be born and survive in captivity outside of China.
· July 29 – A worldwide television audience of over 750 million people watch the Wedding of Prince Charles and Lady Diana Spencer at St Paul's Cathedral in London, UK.[32]
· July 30 – 1981 Polish hunger demonstrations: As many as 50,000 demonstrators, mostly women and children, take to the streets in Łódź to protest about food ration shortages in Communist Poland.[33]
August
Main article: August 1981
· August 1 – The first 24-hour video music channel MTV (Music Television) is launched in the United States and airs its first video, "Video Killed the Radio Star" by The Buggles.[34]
· August 9 – 1981 Major League Baseball strike ends in the United States, and Major League Baseball resumes with the All-Star Game in Cleveland's Municipal Stadium.[35]
· August 12 – The original Model 5150 IBM PC (with a 4.77 MHz Intel 8088 processor) is released in the United States at a base price of $1,565.[36]
· August 19 – Gulf of Sidra incident: Libyan president Muammar Gaddafi sends two Sukhoi Su-22 fighter jets to intercept two U.S. Navy fighters over the Gulf of Sidra. The U.S. jets destroy the Libyan fighters.[37]
· August 23 – South African troops attack SWAPO bases in Xangongo and Ongiva, Angola, during Operation Protea.[38]
· August 24 – Mark David Chapman is sentenced to 20 years to life in prison after pleading guilty to murdering John Lennon in Manhattan eight months earlier.
· August 27 – North Korea fires a surface-to-air missile at a U.S. SR-71 Blackbird spy plane flying in South Korean and international airspace. The missile misses and the airplane is unharmed.[39]
· August 30 – 1981 Iranian Prime Minister's office bombing: Eight people, including the country's president and prime minister, are killed when a briefcase explodes in the building. The office of Iran's Prosecutor General blames the People's Mujahedin of Iran.[40]
· August 31 – A bomb explodes at the United States Ramstein Air Base in West Germany, injuring 20 people.
September
Main article: September 1981
· September – Little Miss Bossy, the first book in the Little Miss series (the female counterpart to the Mr. Men series) is first published, in the U.K.
· September 1 – Gregorio Conrado Álvarez is inaugurated as a military de facto President of Uruguay.[41]
· September 4 – An explosion at a mine in Záluží, Czechoslovakia, kills 65 people.
· September 7 – British plantation company Guthrie is taken over by the Malaysian government after successfully purchasing shares to become the major shareholder. This is famously called the 'Dawn Raid attack'.[42]
· September 10 – Picasso's painting Guernica is moved from New York to Madrid.
· September 15
· Our Lady of Akita in Japan cries for the last time, on the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows.
· The John Bull becomes the oldest operable steam locomotive in the world, at 150 years old, when it operates under its own power outside Washington, D.C.
· September 17 – Ric Flair defeats Dusty Rhodes to win his first World Heavyweight Wrestling Championship in Kansas City.
· September 18 – France's National Assembly votes to abolish Capital punishment in France.[43]
· September 19 – Solidarity Day march, in support of organized labor, draws approximately 250,000 people in Washington, D.C.
· September 20 – The overcrowded ferry boat Sobral Santos II capsizes in the Amazon River, Ób, idos, Brazil, killing at least 300 people.[44]
· September 21 – Belize, formerly British Honduras, gains its independence from the United Kingdom.
· September 22 – A Northrop F-5 crashes during a military exercise, in Babaeski, Turkey, killing 1 crew and 65 soldiers on ground.[45]
· September 25 – Sandra Day O'Connor takes her seat as the first female justice of the U.S. Supreme Court.
· September 26
· The Boeing 767 airliner makes its first flight.[46]
· The Sydney Tower opens to the public in Australia.
· September 27 – TGV high-speed rail service between Paris and Lyon, France, begins.
· September 27–29 – Iran–Iraq War: Iranian forces break the Siege of Abadan in Operation Samen-ol-A'emeh.[47]
October
Main article: October 1981
· October 5 – Raoul Wallenberg posthumously becomes an honorary citizen of the United States.
· October 6 – Egyptian President Anwar Sadat is assassinated during a military parade.
· October 10 – The Ministry for Education of Japan issues the jōyō kanji.[48]
· October 14 – Vice President Hosni Mubarak is elected President of Egypt, one week after the assassination of Anwar Sadat during a parade, by servicemen who belong to the Egyptian Islamic Jihad organization led by Khalid Islambouli and oppose his negotiations with Israel.[49]
· October 16 – Gas explosions at a coal mine at Hokutan, Yūbari, Hokkaidō, Japan, kill 93 people.
· October 21 – Andreas Papandreou becomes Prime Minister of Greece.[50]
· October 22 – The founding congress of the Nepal Workers and Peasants Organization faction led by Hareram Sharma and D. P. Singh begins.
· October 26 – Urho Kekkonen, the 8th President of Finland, resigns after being the longest-serving Finnish president since 1956.[51]
· October 27 – Soviet submarine S-363 runs aground outside the Karlskrona, Sweden, military base, leading to a minor international incident.[52]
· October 30 – Venera program: Venera 13 is launched to Venus.
· 
November
Main article: November 1981
· November 1 – Antigua and Barbuda gain independence from the United Kingdom.[53]
· November 4 – Venera program: Venera 14 is launched to Venus.
· November 9 – Slavery in Mauritania is abolished by Edict No. 81-234.[54]
· November 12 – The Church of England General Synod votes to admit women to holy orders.
· November 22 – The Edmonton Eskimos (14–1–1) barely stave off defeat and win a record 4th consecutive Grey Cup in the Canadian Football League, at the 69th Grey Cup at Montreal's Olympic Stadium, defeating the Ottawa Rough Riders (5–11–0) with a score of 26–23 in the final three seconds, after being down 20–1 at halftime.[55]
· November 23
· Iran–Contra affair: U.S. President Ronald Reagan signs the top secret National Security Decision Directive 17 (NSDD-17), authorizing the Central Intelligence Agency to recruit and support Contra rebels in Nicaragua.
· 1981 United Kingdom tornado outbreak, the largest recorded tornado outbreak in European history.[56]
· November 25–26 – 1981 Seychelles coup d'état attempt: A group of mercenaries led by Mike Hoare take over Mahe airport. Most of them escape by a commandeered Air India passenger jet; six are later arrested.[57]
December
Main article: December 1981
· December 1 – An Inex-Adria Aviopromet McDonnell Douglas MD-80 strikes a mountain peak and crashes while approaching Ajaccio Airport in Corsica, killing all 180 people on board.
· December 4 – South Africa grants Ciskei independence, not recognized outside South Africa.
· December 7 – Rotary International charters the Rotary Club of Grand Baie, Mauritius.
· December 8
· The No. 21 Mine explosion in Whitwell, Tennessee, kills 13.
· Arthur Scargill becomes President-elect of the National Union of Mineworkers (Great Britain).
· December 10 – During the Ministerial Session of the North Atlantic Council in Brussels, Spain signs the Protocol of Accession to NATO.
· December 11
· Boxing: Muhammad Ali loses to Trevor Berbick; this proves to be Ali's last-ever fight.
· El Mozote massacre: In El Salvador, army units kill 900 civilians.
· December 13 – Wojciech Jaruzelski declares martial law in Poland, to prevent the dismantling of the communist system by Solidarity.
· December 15 – 1981 Iraqi embassy bombing in Beirut: An Islamic Dawa Party car bomb destroys the Iraqi Embassy in Lebanon, killing 61 people in one of the earliest significant postwar suicide attacks.
· December 17 – American Brigadier General James L. Dozier is kidnapped in Verona by the Italian Red Brigades.
· December 20 – The Penlee lifeboat disaster: While attempting to rescue those on board the Union Star off the coast of South-West Cornwall (England), the lifeboat Solomon Browne is lost with all crew. Sixteen people in all are killed.[58]
· December 28 – The first American test-tube baby, Elizabeth Jordan Carr, is born in Norfolk, Virginia.
· December 31 – A coup d'état in Ghana removes President Hilla Limann's PNP government and replaces it with the PNDC led by Flight Lieutenant Jerry Rawlings.
Date unknown
· January to March – Heavy snow causes several houses and buildings to collapse in northwestern Japan; 152 are killed.
· Cuba suffers a major outbreak of dengue fever, with 344,203 cases.[59]
· Use of crack cocaine, a smokeable form of the drug, first reported in the United States and Caribbean.[60]
· Luxor AB presents the ABC 800 computer.
· Polybius, an urban legend game, is said to have been released in Portland, Oregon; there is no evidence for its existence.
· The State Council of the People's Republic of China lists the cities of Beijing, Hangzhou, Suzhou and Guilin as those where the protection of historical and cultural heritage, as well as natural scenery, should be treated as a priority project.
· Pepsi enters China.[61]
· Around the end of 1981, China becomes the first country ever to reach a population of 1 billion.[62]

1981
January
· January 1 – In Malaysia and Singapore, clocks are adjusted to the same time zone, UTC+8 (GMT+8.00).[1]
· January 13 – Air Florida Flight 90 crashes shortly after takeoff into the 14th Street Bridge in Washington, D.C., United States, then falls into the Potomac River, killing 78 people.[2]
· January 14 – An Ethiopian Air Force Antonov An-26 with an unknown registration crashed near Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, killing all 73 occupants on board.[3]
· January 18 – 1982 Thunderbirds Indian Springs Diamond Crash: Four Northrop T-38 aircraft of the United States Air Force crash at Indian Springs Air Force Auxiliary Field, Nevada, killing all 4 pilots.
· January 26 – Mauno Koivisto is elected President of Finland.
· January 27 – The government of Garret FitzGerald in Ireland is defeated 82–81 on its budget; the 22nd Dáil is dissolved.
· January 30 – The first computer virus, the Elk Cloner, written by 15-year old Rich Skrenta, is found.[4] It infects Apple II computers via floppy disk.
February
· February 1 – Senegal and The Gambia form a loose Senegambia Confederation.
· February 2 – The Hama massacre begins in Syria.
· February 3 – Syrian president Hafez al-Assad orders the army to purge the city of Harran of the Muslim Brotherhood.
· February 5 – London-based Laker Airways collapses, leaving 6,000 stranded passengers and debts of £270 million.[5]
· February 7 – Iraqi club Al-Shorta win the 1982 Arab Club Champions Cup with a 4–2 aggregate win over Al-Nejmeh in the final.
· February 9 – Japan Airlines Flight 350 crashes in Tokyo Bay due to thrust reversal on approach to Tokyo International Airport, killing 24 among the 174 people on board.
· February 15 – The oil platform Ocean Ranger sinks during a storm off the coast of Newfoundland, killing all 84 rig workers aboard.[6]
· February 18 – The Ireland general election gives a boost to Fianna Fáil.
· February 19 - The Boeing 757 is flown for the first time.
· February 24 – In South Africa, 22 National Party MPs, led by Andries Treurnicht, vote for no confidence in P. W. Botha.
· February 25 – The European Court of Human Rights rules that teachers who cane, belt or tawse children against the wishes of their parents are in breach of the Human Rights Convention.[7]
March
· March 2 – Decentralisation in France: the Law of Decentralisation creates the administrative regions of France (régions).[8]
· March 9 – Charles Haughey becomes Taoiseach of Ireland.
· March 10
· The United States places an embargo on Libyan oil imports, alleging Libyan state-sponsored terrorism.
· Syzygy: All 9 planets recognized at this time align on the same side of the Sun.[9]
· March 16 – Claus von Bülow is found guilty of the attempted murder of his wife by a court in Newport, Rhode Island.[10]
· March 18 – A legal case brought by Mary Whitehouse against the National Theatre of Britain concerning alleged obscenity in the play The Romans in Britain ends after the Attorney General intervenes.[11][12]
· March 19 – Argentine scrap metal workers (infiltrated by marines) raise the flag of Argentina on South Georgia and the Falkland Islands, two British overseas territories.
· March 24 – Hussain Muhammad Ershad seizes power in Bangladesh.[13]
· March 29
· Royal Assent is given to the Canada Act 1982, setting the stage for the repatriation of the Canadian Constitution on April 17.
· The 54th Academy Awards, hosted by Johnny Carson, are held at the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion in Los Angeles. Chariots of Fire wins Best Picture and 3 other Academy Awards.
· March 30 – Space Shuttle Columbia ends an eight-day mission, STS-3, by landing at White Sands Space Harbor near Alamogordo, New Mexico. It was the only time a Space Shuttle has landed at White Sands. The orbiter was forced to land at White Sands due to flooding at its originally planned landing site, Edwards Air Force Base in California.
April
· April 1 – The 1982 invasion of the Falkland Islands begins when Argentine forces land near Stanley, beginning the Falklands War.[14]
· April 2 – Rex Hunt, the British governor of the Falkland Islands, surrenders the islands to Argentine forces, leading to their occupation.
· April 3 – Invasion of the Falkland Islands: Argentine forces begin the invasion of South Georgia.[15]
· April 17 – Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms: By Proclamation of the Queen of Canada on Parliament Hill, Canada patriates its constitution, gaining full political independence from the United Kingdom; included is the country's first entrenched bill of rights.[16]
· April 24 – German singer Nicole wins the Eurovision Song Contest 1982 (held in Britain) with the song Ein Bisschen Frieden.[17]
· April 25 – Israel completes its withdrawal from the Sinai Peninsula in accordance with the Egypt–Israel peace treaty of 1979.
· April 26
· Falklands War: British troops retake South Georgia Island during Operation Paraquet.[18]
· From 26 to 27 April, policeman Woo Bum-kon goes on a killing spree in Uiryeong County, South Korea. By the early morning of April 27, after killing at least 56 people with several firearms and grenades, he kills himself via grenade. It becomes the deadliest spree shooting in recorded history up until the 2011 Norway attacks.[19]
· April 30 – The Bijon Setu massacre takes place in broad daylight at a railway crossing in India.[20]
May
Main article: May 1982
· May 1 – A crowd of over 100,000 attends the first day of the 1982 World's Fair in Knoxville, Tennessee, which is kicked off with an address by President Ronald Reagan. Over 11 million people attend during its six-month run.[21][22][23]
· May 2
· Falklands War: The British nuclear submarine HMS Conqueror sinks the Argentine cruiser General Belgrano, killing 323 sailors.[24][25] Operation Algeciras, an attempt to destroy a Royal Navy warship in Gibraltar, fails.
· The Weather Channel airs on cable television in the United States as the first 24-hour all-weather network.[26]
· May 4 – Falklands War: HMS Sheffield is hit by an Argentine Exocet missile and burns out of control; 20 sailors are killed.[25][27] The ship sinks on May 10.[25]
· May 8 – French-Canadian racing driver Gilles Villeneuve is killed during qualifying for the 1982 Belgian Grand Prix.[28]
· May 12 – Spanish priest Juan María Fernández y Krohn tries to stab Pope John Paul II with a bayonet during the latter's pilgrimage to the shrine at Fátima.[24][29]
· May 16 – The New York Islanders sweep the Vancouver Canucks in four games to win the 1982 Stanley Cup Finals in ice hockey.[24][30]
· May 18 – Falklands War: The British Special Air Service launches Operation Plum Duff, a reconnaissance mission preliminary to Operation Mikado, which is planned to destroy three Argentinean Exocet missiles and five Super Étendard fighter-bombers. Both Operation Plum Duff and Operation Mikado are called off after the Plum Duff insertion is revealed by a helicopter landing in Chile.[31][32]
· May 21
· Falklands War: HMS Ardent is sunk by Argentine aircraft, killing 22 sailors.[33][34]
· The International Maritime Organization (IMO) is established.
· May 23 – Falklands War: HMS Antelope is lost.[35]
· May 24
· Iranian troops retake Khorramshahr.[36]
· KGB head Yuri Andropov is appointed to the Secretariat of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union.[37]
· May 25 – British ships HMS Coventry and SS Atlantic Conveyor are sunk during the Falklands War; Coventry by two A-4C Skyhawks and Atlantic Conveyor by two Exocets.[38][39]
· May 26 – Aston Villa F.C. wins the European Cup, beating Bayern Munich 1–0 after a 69th-minute goal by Peter Withe in Rotterdam.
· May 28–29 – Falklands War: Battle of Goose Green: British forces defeat a larger Argentine force.[40]
· May 30
· Spain becomes the 16th member of NATO[24] and the first nation to enter the alliance since West Germany's admission in 1955.
· Indianapolis 500: 1973 winner Gordon Johncock wins his second race over 1979 winner Rick Mears by 0.16 seconds. Leading to the closest finish to this date,[24] Mears draws alongside Johncock with a lap remaining, after erasing a seemingly insurmountable advantage of more than 11 seconds in the final 10 laps, in what Indianapolis Motor Speedway historian Donald Davidson and Speedway public address announcer Tom Carnegie later call the greatest moment in the track's history.
June
· June 6 – The 1982 Lebanon War begins: Israeli forces under Defense Minister Ariel Sharon invade southern Lebanon in their "Operation Peace for the Galilee," eventually reaching as far north as the capital Beirut.[41] The United Nations Security Council votes to demand that Israel withdraw its troops from Lebanon.
· June 8
· Falklands War: British supply ship RFA Sir Galahad is destroyed during the Bluff Cove Air Attacks
· VASP Flight 168, a Boeing 727 passenger jet, crashes into a forest hillside in Fortaleza in Brazil, killing 137.
· The Los Angeles Lakers defeat the Philadelphia 76ers in six games to win the 1982 NBA Finals.
· June 11 – E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial is released in the United States; directed by Steven Spielberg, this will become the biggest box-office hit for the next 11 years.[42]
· June 12 – The Nuclear Disarmament Rally, an event against nuclear weapon proliferation, draws 750,000 to New York City's Central Park. Performers included Jackson Browne, James Taylor, Bruce Springsteen and Linda Ronstadt.[43] An international convocation at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine features prominent peace activists from around the world and afterward participants march on Fifth Avenue to Central Park for the rally.
· June 13
· The 1982 FIFA World Cup begins in Spain.
· Fahd becomes King of Saudi Arabia upon the death of his brother, Khalid.
· June 14 – Argentine surrender in the Falklands War: Argentine forces in the capital, Stanley, surrender to British forces.
· June 18 – Argentine military dictator Leopoldo Galtieri resigns in the wake of his country's defeat in the Falklands War.
· June 20 – Falklands War ends with British forces retaking the South Sandwich Islands.
· June 24 – British Airways Flight 9 suffers a temporary four-engine flameout and damage to the exterior of the plane after flying through the otherwise undetected volcanic ash plume from Indonesia's Mount Galunggung.
July
· July 4 – Four Iranian diplomats are kidnapped upon Israel's invasion of Lebanon.
· July 6 – A lunar eclipse (umbral duration 236 min and total duration 106 min, the longest of the 20th century) occurs.
· July 9 – Pan Am Flight 759 (Boeing 727) crashes in Kenner, Louisiana, killing all 146 on board and 8 on the ground.
· July 11 – Italy beats West Germany 3–1 to win the 1982 FIFA World Cup in Spain.
· July 16 – In New York City, the Reverend Sun Myung Moon is sentenced to 18 months in prison and fined $25,000 for tax fraud and conspiracy to obstruct justice.
· July 20 – Hyde Park and Regent's Park bombings: the Provisional IRA detonates 2 bombs in central London, killing 8 soldiers, wounding 47 people, and leading to the deaths of 7 horses.
· July 23
· The International Whaling Commission decides to end commercial whaling by 1985–1986.
· Torrential rain and mudslides in Nagasaki, Japan, destroy bridges and kill 299.
· Twilight Zone accident: During filming of Twilight Zone: The Movie, actor Vic Morrow and 2 child actors die in a helicopter stunt accident in California.[44]
· July 31 – Beaune coach crash: In Beaune, France, 53 persons, 46 of them children, die in a highway accident (France's worst).
August
Helsinki Metro train in 1982
· August 1 – Attempted coup against the government of Daniel Arap Moi in Kenya.
· August 2 – The Helsinki Metro, the first rapid transit system in Finland, opens to the general public.[45][46]
· August 4 – The United Nations Security Council votes to censure Israel because its troops are still in Lebanon.
· August 7 – Italian Prime Minister Giovanni Spadolini resigns.
· August 12 – Mexico announces it is unable to pay its large foreign debt, triggering a debt crisis that quickly spreads throughout Latin America.
· August 13 – In Hong Kong, health warnings on cigarette packets are made statutory.[47]
· August 17 – The first compact discs (CDs) are produced in Germany.
· August 20 – Lebanese Civil War: A multinational force lands in Beirut to oversee the PLO withdrawal from Lebanon.
September
· September 14
· Lebanese President-elect Bachir Gemayel is assassinated in Beirut.
· Princess Grace of Monaco dies after having suffered a car crash a few days previously.
· September 18
· A Lebanese Christian militia (the Phalange) kill thousands of Palestinians in the Sabra and Shatila refugee camps in West Beirut; the massacre is a response to the assassination of the president-elect, Bachir Gemayel, four days earlier.
· The funeral of Princess Grace of Monaco takes place.
· September 19 – The first emoticons are posted by Scott Fahlman.
· September 21
· The first International Day of Peace is proclaimed by the (United Nations).
· In the United States, the National Football League Players Association calls a strike, the first in-season work stoppage in the National Football League's 63-year history. The strike lasts for 57 days, reduces the regular season from 16 games to 9, and forces an expanded 16-team playoff tournament.
· September 23 – Amine Gemayel, brother of Bachir, is elected president of Lebanon.
· September 24 – The Wimpy Operation, the first act of armed resistance against Israeli troops in Beirut.
· September 25 – In Israel, 400,000 marchers demand the resignation of Prime Minister Menachem Begin.
· September 26 – Thermals take Australian parachutist Rich Collins up to 2,800 metres (9,200 ft) during a jump; he almost blacks out due to lack of oxygen. He releases his main parachute to fall to a lower altitude and lands by his reserve parachute.[48]
· September 29 – Chicago Tylenol murders: an unknown killer laces Tylenol capsules with potassium cyanide that kills seven in Chicago, Illinois.
October
· October 1
· Helmut Kohl replaces Helmut Schmidt as Chancellor of Germany through a constructive vote of no confidence.[49]
· Sony launches the first consumer compact disc (CD) player (model CDP-101).
· October 8
· Poland bans the Solidarity trade union after having suspended it on December 13, 1981.
· After six years in opposition, Social Democrat Olof Palme becomes Prime Minister of Sweden once again.
· October 11 – The Mary Rose, flagship of Henry VIII of England that sank in 1545, is raised from the Solent.[50]
· October 20 – Luzhniki disaster: During the UEFA Cup match between FC Spartak Moscow and HFC Haarlem, 66 people are crushed to death.
· October 27 – In Canada, Dominion Day is officially renamed Canada Day.
· October 28 – The Socialist Party wins the election in Spain; Felipe González is elected Prime Minister.
· October 30 - Galleria Dallas opened in Dallas Texas. One of the most expensive projects in the year of 1982
November
· November 3
· A gasoline (petrol) tanker explodes in the Salang Tunnel in Afghanistan, killing at least 176 people.
· The Dow Jones Industrial Average surges 43.41 points, or 4.25%, to close at 1,065.49, its first all-time high in more than 9 years.[51][52]
· November 6 – Cameroon president Ahmadou Ahidjo resigns, replaced by Paul Biya who rules the country for more than 40 years.
· November 8 – Kenan Evren becomes the seventh president of Turkey as a result of the constitution referendum. His former title was "head of state".
· November 11 – In Lebanon, the first Tyre headquarters bombing kills between 89 and 102 people.
· November 12 – In the Soviet Union, former KGB head Yuri Andropov is selected to become the general secretary of the Soviet Communist Party's Central Committee, succeeding the late Leonid I. Brezhnev who had died two days earlier.
· November 14 – The leader of Poland's outlawed Solidarity movement, Lech Wałęsa, is released from 11 months of internment near the Soviet border.
· November 20
· The General Union of Ecuadorian Workers (UGTE) is founded.
· University of California, Berkeley executes "The Play" in a college football game against Stanford. Completing a wacky 57-yard kickoff return that includes five laterals, Kevin Moen runs through Stanford band members who have prematurely come onto the field. His touchdown stands and California wins 25–20.
· November 24 – Representatives from 88 countries gather in Geneva to discuss world trade and ways to work toward aspects of free trade.[53]
· November 27 – Yasuhiro Nakasone becomes Prime Minister of Japan.
· November 28
· The Edmonton Eskimos win an unprecedented 5th consecutive Grey Cup – a feat yet unaccomplished by any professional football franchise – to win the 70th Grey Cup, defeating the Toronto Argonauts 32–16.[54]
· Al Ahly SC won the African Cup of Champions club (today known as the CAF Champions League) for the first time after defeating Ghanaian Asante Kotoko
· November 29 – Michael Jackson releases his sixth studio album, Thriller, in the United States, which will go on to be the best-selling album of all time at 110 million units sold worldwide.
December
· December 1 – Miguel de la Madrid takes office as President of Mexico.
· December 2 – At the University of Utah, 61-year-old retired dentist Barney Clark becomes the first person to receive a permanent artificial heart (he lives for 112 days with the device).
· December 4 – The People's Republic of China adopts its current constitution.
· December 7 – The first U.S. execution by lethal injection is carried out in Texas.
· December 8 – The December murders occur in Suriname.
· December 11 – Swedish pop group ABBA make their final public performance on the British TV programme The Late, Late Breakfast Show.
· December 13 – The 6.2 Mw  North Yemen earthquake shakes southwestern Yemen with a maximum Mercalli intensity of VIII (Severe), killing 2,800.
· December 16 – The United Freedom Front bombs an office of South African Airways in Elmont, NY and an IBM office in Harrison, NY.[55] Two police officers suffer hearing damage. In March 1984, the UFF claims responsibility for the IBM building bombing, stating that the company was targeted because of its business in South Africa under Apartheid.[56]
· December 22 – The Indian Ocean Commission (Commission de l'Océan Indien, COI) is created by the Port Louis Agreement.
· December 26 – Time magazine's Man of the Year is given, for the first time to a non-human, the computer.
Date unknown
· The population of the People's Republic of China alone exceeds 1 billion, making China the first nation to have a population of more than a billion.[57]
· A global surplus of crude oil causes gasoline prices to collapse.
· Ciabatta bread is invented by a baker in Verona, Italy.
1983
January
· January 1 – The migration of the ARPANET to TCP/IP is officially completed (this is considered to be the beginning of the true Internet).[2]
· January 6 – Pope John Paul II appoints a bishop over the Czechoslovak exile community, which the Rudé právo newspaper calls a "provocation." This begins a year-long disagreement between the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic and the Vatican, leading to the eventual restoration of diplomatic relations between the two states.[3]
· January 14 – The head of Bangladesh's military dictatorship, Hussain Muhammad Ershad, announces his intentions to "turn Bangladesh into an Islamic state."[3]
· January 18 – U.S. Secretary of the Interior James G. Watt makes controversial remarks blaming poor living conditions on Native American reservations on "the failures of socialism." Watt will eventually resign in September after a series of other controversial remarks.[4]
· January 24 – 25 members of the Red Brigades are sentenced to life imprisonment for the 1978 murder of Italian politician Aldo Moro.
· January 25 – IRAS is launched from Vandenberg AFB, to conduct the world's first all-sky infrared survey from space.
· January 26 – 1983 Code of Canon Law: Pope John Paul II revises Roman Catholic canon law, the first such revision since 1917. Among the changes is a reduction in the number of offenses qualifying for automatic excommunication, from 37 to only seven.[5]
· January 27 – The pilot shaft of the Seikan Tunnel, the world's longest sub-aqueous tunnel (53.85 km) in Japan, breaks through.[6]
· January 30 – Chinese newspaper People's Daily reports that the nation will run out of food and clothes by the year 2000 if the state's population control efforts are not successful.[3]
February
· February 2 – Giovanni Vigliotto goes on trial on charges of polygamy involving 105 women.
· February 3 – Prime Minister of Australia Malcolm Fraser is granted a double dissolution of both houses of parliament, for elections on March 5, 1983. As Fraser is being granted the dissolution, Bill Hayden resigns as leader of the Australian Labor Party, and in the subsequent leadership spill Bob Hawke is elected as Hayden's successor unopposed.
· February 5–6 – The team of A. J. Foyt, Preston Henn, Bob Wollek and Claude Ballot-Léna win the 24 Hours of Daytona automobile race in a Porsche 935.
· February 12 – 100 women protest in Lahore, Pakistan, against military dictator Zia-ul-Haq's proposed Law of Evidence. The women are tear-gassed, baton-charged and thrown into lock-up but are successful in repealing the law.[7]
· February 16 – The Ash Wednesday bushfires in Victoria and South Australia claim the lives of 75 people, in one of Australia's worst bushfire disasters.
· February 18
· The Venezuelan bolívar is devalued and exchange controls are established in an event now referred to as Black Friday by many Venezuelans (the Bolívar had been the most stable and internationally accepted currency).[clarification needed]
· Nellie massacre: Over 2,000 people, mostly Bangladeshi Muslims, are massacred in Assam, India, during the Assam agitation.
· Wah Mee massacre: 13 people are killed in an attempted robbery in the Chinatown area of Seattle, United States.[8]
· February 28 – The final episode of the TV series M*A*S*H, entitled Goodbye, Farewell and Amen, airs on CBS, to a total audience of 121.6 million.
March
· March 1 – The Balearic Islands and Madrid become Autonomous communities of Spain.
· March 5 – Australian federal election: The Labor Party led by Bob Hawke defeats the Liberal/National Coalition government led by Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser. Hawke is to be sworn in on March 11. As soon as the results become clear, Fraser resigns from the Liberal leadership; he is replaced by outgoing Minister for Industry and Commerce Andrew Peacock.
· March 9 – The 3D printer is invented by Chuck Hull.[9]
· March 15 – Reform rabbis in the U.S. vote to affirm both patrilineal and matrilineal descent for determining Jewish identity. While Jewish tradition defines a Jew as someone with a Jewish mother, this decision by the Central Conference of American Rabbis amends this principle to mean one Jewish "parent."[10]
· March 21 – Yamoussoukro officially becomes the Ivorian political capital after transfer from Abidjan.[11]
· March 25 – Sweden re-establishes diplomatic ties with the Vatican after a 450-year interruption. Sweden broke off relations in 1534 in keeping with the rise of Lutheranism.[12]
· March 29 – Germany's first elected Green Party representatives take their seats in the West German Bundestag, dressed in jeans and sweaters and accompanied by bongo drums.[13]
April
· April 4 – The Space Shuttle Challenger is launched on its maiden voyage: STS-6.
· April 6 – The FDA approves sale of the first spermidical sponge, "Today."
· April 11 – Spain's Seve Ballesteros won the 47th PGA Masters Tournament.
· April 15 – Tokyo Disneyland opens to the public.[14]
· April 18
· The 1983 United States embassy bombing in Beirut kills 63 people.[15]
· The Disney Channel launches in the United States.
· April 21 – John Glenn announces a presidential run.
· April 22 – A reactor shutdown due to failure of fuel rods occurs at Kursk Nuclear Power Plant, Russia.
· April 29 – Erich Honecker cancels planned goodwill visit to Bonn due to escalating nuclear tensions.

1987-1989 CYCLE
Conjunction at 6* Leo, grand trine Jupiter and Neptune
1987
August
· August 4
· The World Commission on Environment and Development, also known as the Brundtland Commission, publishes its report, Our Common Future.
· The Federal Communications Commission rescinds the Fairness Doctrine, which had required radio and television stations to present alternative views on controversial issues.
· August 7
· The Colombian frigate Caldas enters Venezuelan waters near the Los Monjes Archipelago, sparking the Caldas frigate crisis between both nations.
· American Lynne Cox becomes the first person to swim the Bering Strait, crossing from Little Diomede Island to Big Diomede in 2 hours and 5 minutes.
· August 9 – Hoddle Street massacre in Australia: Julian Knight, 19, goes on a shooting rampage in the Melbourne suburb of Clifton Hill, Victoria, killing 7 people and injuring 19 before surrendering to police.
· August 11 – Apple introduces Hypercard, a precursor to the World Wide Web.[26]
· August 14 – All the children held at Kai Lama, a rural property on Lake Eildon, Australia, run by the Santiniketan Park Association, are released after a police raid.
· August 15 – Great Basin National Park is dedicated; it is the 49th national park in the United States and the first in the state of Nevada.[27]
· August 16
· Northwest Airlines Flight 255 (a McDonnell Douglas MD-82) crashes on takeoff from Detroit Metropolitan Airport in Romulus, Michigan just west of Detroit killing all but one (4-year old Cecelia Cichan) of the 156 people on board.
· The followers of the Harmonic Convergence claim it is observed around the world.
· August 17 – Rudolf Hess is found dead in his cell in Spandau Prison. Hess, 93, is believed to have committed suicide by hanging himself with an electrical flex. He was the last remaining prisoner at the complex, which is soon demolished.
· August 19
· Hungerford massacre: Sixteen people die in an apparently motiveless mass shooting in the United Kingdom, carried out by Michael Ryan.[28]
· ABC News' chief Middle East correspondent Charles Glass escapes his Hezbollah kidnappers in Beirut, Lebanon, after 62 days in captivity.
· The Order of the Garter is opened to women.[29]
· August 22 – The Parliament of Zimbabwe votes to eliminate the 20 seats reserved for the white minority.[30]
· August 23 – The Hirvepark meeting is organized as the first unsanctioned political meeting in Estonian Soviet Socialist Republic, in commemoration of the Molotov–Ribbentrop Pact.
· August 24 – Mozert v. Hawkins decision: The U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals rules that the class readings assigned by public schools in Hawkins County, Tennessee do not violate Christian students' First Amendment rights.[31]
· August 26 – Smith v. Board of School Commissioners of Mobile County decision: The U.S. Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals overturns the earlier ruling of a lower court which found that certain public school textbooks promoted the "religion" of secular humanism; in this final ruling, the court finds that the plaintiffs have not proven that the state is presenting secular humanism as a religious ideology.[32]
· August 31 – Michael Jackson releases Bad, his first studio album since Thriller, the best-selling album of all time. The album would produce five number one singles in the US, a record which has not been broken.
September
· September 1 – Honda announces plans to build a second U.S. assembly plant, the East Liberty Auto Plant.[33]
· September 2 – In Moscow, USSR, the trial begins for 19-year-old pilot Mathias Rust, who flew his Cessna airplane into Red Square in May.
· September 3 – In a coup d'état in Burundi, President Jean-Baptiste Bagaza is deposed by Major Pierre Buyoya.
· September 4 – In a village in Rajasthan, an 18-year-old widow, Roop Kanwar is burned alive on her husband's funeral pyre, in a banned practice known as Sati. Though the woman's father-in-law is arrested by authorities, thousands of Hindu pilgrims travel to the cremation site in support of the act.[1]
· September 7–21 – The world's first conference on artificial life is held at Los Alamos National Laboratory in the United States.
· September 7 – Erich Honecker makes a visit to Bonn, the first (and last) visit by an East German head of state to West Germany.[34]
· September 11 – Chadian–Libyan War: Chad and Libya sign a ceasefire under supervision of the Organisation of African Unity, officially ending the 14-year territorial conflict. Sporadic fighting will continue.[35]
· September 13 – Goiânia accident: Metal scrappers open an old radiation source abandoned in a hospital in Goiânia, Brazil, causing the worst radiation accident ever in an urban area.
· September 23 – The United States and Poland agree to exchange ambassadors after a four-year break in relations.[36]
October
October 16: aftermath of the Great Storm of 1987
Performance of the Dow Jones Industrial Index during Black Monday, October 19
· October 3 – The Canada–United States Free Trade Agreement is reached but still requires ratification. This agreement would be a precursor to NAFTA.
· October 6 – Fiji becomes a republic.
· October 7
· Sikh nationalists declare the independence of Khalistan from India.
· The U.S. Department of Education announces new guidelines for teaching about AIDS in public schools, emphasizing the importance of abstinence and "appropriate moral and social conduct."[37]
· October 8 – Gaddafi announces that Algeria and Libya have "agreed in principle" to a proposed union of the two states, which Gaddafi suggests should be named "Algibya."[38]
· October 8–November 8 – The 1987 Cricket World Cup is held in India and Pakistan with Australia defeating England in the final.
· October 15 – In Burkina Faso, a military coup is orchestrated by Blaise Compaoré against incumbent President Thomas Sankara.[39]
· October 15–16 – The Great storm of 1987 strikes southern Great Britain and northwestern France. It is one of the strongest storms to affect the region in the past 200 years.
· October 19
· Black Monday: Stock market levels fall sharply on Wall Street and around the world.
· US warships destroy two Iranian oil platforms in the Persian Gulf.
· Two commuter trains collide head-on on the outskirts of Jakarta, Indonesia; 102 are killed.
· October 22 – The pilot of a British Aerospace BAE Harrier GR5 registered ZD325 accidentally ejects from his aircraft. The jet continues to fly until it runs out of fuel and crashes into the Irish Sea.[40]
· October 23
· British champion jockey Lester Piggott is jailed for three years after being convicted of tax evasion.
· On a vote of 58–42, the United States Senate rejects President Ronald Reagan's nomination of Robert Bork to the Supreme Court.
· October 25 – The Minnesota Twins won 4 games to 3 in the 1987 World Series against the St. Louis Cardinals.
November
· November 1 – The InterCity 125 breaks the world speed record for a diesel-powered train, reaching 238 km/h (147.88 mph).[41]
· November 7
· Zine El Abidine Ben Ali assumes the Presidency of Tunisia.
· The Soviet Union celebrates the 70th Anniversary of The October Revolution with a Parade on Moscow's Red Square.
· Mass Rapid Transit (MRT) system in Singapore opens for passenger service.[42]
· November 8 – Enniskillen bombing: Twelve people are killed by a Provisional Irish Republican Army bomb at a Remembrance Day service at Enniskillen.
· November 12 – The first Kentucky Fried Chicken restaurant in Mainland China opens in Beijing, near Tiananmen Square.
· November 15 – In Brașov, Romania, workers rebel against the communist regime led by Nicolae Ceaușescu.
· November 16 – The Parlatino Treaty of Institutionalization is signed.
· November 17 – A tsunami hits the Gulf of Alaska.
· November 18
· The King's Cross fire on the London Underground kills 31 people and injures a further 100.
· Iran–Contra affair: U.S. Senate and House panels release reports charging President Ronald Reagan with 'ultimate responsibility' for the affair.
· November 22 – Max Headroom broadcast signal intrusion – unknown perpetrators hijack the signal of WGN-TV for about 20 seconds, and WTTW for about 90 seconds, and displays a video of a man in a Max Headroom mask.
· November 25 – Category 5 Typhoon Nina smashes the Philippines with 265 kilometres per hour (165 mph) winds and a devastating storm surge, causing destruction and 812 deaths.
· November 28 – South African Airways Flight 295 crashes into the Indian Ocean off Mauritius, due to a fire in the cargo hold; the 159 passengers and crew perish.
· November 29 – Korean Air Flight 858 is blown up over the Andaman Sea, killing 115 crew and passengers. North Korean agents are responsible for the bombing.
December
· December 1
· NASA announces the names of 4 companies awarded contracts to help build Space Station Freedom: Boeing Aerospace, General Electric's Astro-Space Division, McDonnell Douglas, and the Rocketdyne Division of Rockwell.
· December 7 – Pacific Southwest Airlines Flight 1771 crashes near Paso Robles, California, United States, killing all 43 on board, after a disgruntled passenger shoots his ex-supervisor on the flight, then shoots both pilots.
· December 8
· Israeli–Palestinian conflict: The First Intifada begins in the Gaza Strip and West Bank.
· The Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty is signed in Washington, D.C. by U.S. President Ronald Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev. It expired in 2019.
· Alianza Lima air disaster: A Peruvian Navy Fokker F27 crashes near Ventanilla, Peru, killing 43.
· December 9 – General Rahimuddin Khan retires from the Pakistan Army, along with the cabinet of the country's military dictatorship.
· December 15 – Production I.G is founded by Mitsuhisa Ishikawa and Takayuki Goto.
· December 17 – Gustáv Husák resigns as General Secretary of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia.
· December 20 – In history's worst peacetime sea disaster, the passenger ferry MV Doña Paz sinks after colliding with the oil tanker Vector 1 in the Tablas Strait in the Philippines, killing an estimated 4,000 people (1,749 official).
· December 21 – Turgut Özal of ANAP forms the new government of Turkey (46th government).
· December 22 – In Zimbabwe, the political parties ZANU and ZAPU reach an agreement that ends the violence in the Matabeleland region known as the Gukurahundi.
· December 23 – Nikki Sixx, Mötley Crüe's bassist overdoses on heroin and is declared clinically dead for two minutes before a paramedic revives him with two syringes full of adrenaline.[43]
· December 30 – Pope John Paul II issues the encyclical Sollicitudo rei socialis (On Social Concern).

1988
January
· January – The cargo ship Khian Sea deposits 4,000 tons of toxic waste in Haiti after wandering around the Atlantic for sixteen months.[4]
· January 1 – The Soviet Union begins its program of economic restructuring (perestroika) with legislation initiated by Premier Mikhail Gorbachev (though Gorbachev had begun minor restructuring in 1985).[5]
· January 7–8 – In the Soviet-Afghan War, 39 men of the Soviet Airborne Troops from the 345th Independent Guards Airborne Regiment fight off an attack by 200 to 250 Mujahideen in the Battle for Hill 3234, later dramatized in the Russian film The 9th Company.[6]
· January 13 – Vice-president Lee Teng-hui takes over as President of the Republic of China and Chairman of the Kuomintang following the death of Chiang Ching-kuo.[7]
· January 26 – Upon request of Hubert Michon, archbishop of Rabat, two Trappist monks come to Fez and start a community that will later become the Priory of Our Lady of the Atlas.[8]
February
· February 12 – The 1988 Black Sea bumping incident: Soviet frigate Bezzavetnyy intentionally rams USS Yorktown in Soviet territorial waters while Yorktown claims innocent passage. The accompanying US destroyer USS Caron escapes damage.[9]
· February 13–28 – The 1988 Winter Olympics are held in Calgary, Alberta, Canada.[10]
· February 17
· 1988 Oshakati bomb blast: A bomb explodes outside the First National Bank in Oshakati, Namibia, killing 27 and injuring 70.[11]
· U.S. Lieutenant Colonel William R. Higgins, serving with a United Nations group monitoring a truce in southern Lebanon, is kidnapped (and later killed by his captors).
· February 20 – The Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast votes to secede from the Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic and join the Armenian SSR, triggering the First Nagorno-Karabakh War.
· February 23 – Start of Anfal campaign, a genocidal counterinsurgency operation within the Iran–Iraq War carried out by Ba'athist Iraqi forces led by Ali Hassan al-Majid on the orders of President Saddam Hussein that will kill between 50,000 and 182,000 Kurds in Iraqi Kurdistan.[12][13]
· February 25 – The constitution of the Sixth Republic of Korea comes into effect.
· February 27–29 – Collapse of the Soviet Union: The Sumgait pogrom of Armenians occurs in Sumqayit.
· February 29 – A Nazi document implicates Kurt Waldheim in World War II deportations.
March
· March 6 – Operation Flavius: A Special Air Service team of the British Army shoots dead 3 unarmed members of a Provisional Irish Republican Army (IRA) Active service unit in Gibraltar.[14]
· March 16
· The Halabja chemical attack is carried out by Iraqi government forces.[15]
· Iran–Contra affair: Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North and Vice Admiral John Poindexter are indicted on charges of conspiracy to defraud the United States.
· Milltown Cemetery attack: Three men are killed and 70 wounded in a gun and grenade attack by loyalist paramilitary Michael Stone on mourners at Milltown Cemetery in Belfast, Northern Ireland, during the funerals of the 3 IRA members killed in Gibraltar.[16]
· In the United States, the First Republic Bank of Texas fails and enters FDIC receivership, the largest FDIC assisted bank failure in history.[17]
· March 17
· A Colombian Boeing 727 jetliner, Avianca Flight 410, crashes into the side of the mountains near the Venezuelan border, killing 143 people.[18]
· Eritrean War of Independence – Battle of Afabet: The Nadew Command, an Ethiopian army corps in Eritrea, is attacked on 3 sides by military units of the Eritrean People's Liberation Front (EPLF).[19]
· March 19 – Corporals killings in Belfast: Two British Army corporals are abducted, beaten and shot dead by Irish republicans after driving into the funeral cortege of IRA members killed in the Milltown Cemetery attack.[20]
· March 20 – Eritrean War of Independence: Having defeated the Nadew Command, the EPLF enters the town of Afabet, victoriously concluding the Battle of Afabet.[19]
· March 24 – The first McDonald's restaurant in a country run by a Communist party opens in Belgrade, Yugoslavia.[21] It was later followed by one in Budapest,[22] and in 1990 in Moscow,[23] and Shenzhen, China.[24]
· March 25 – The Candle demonstration in Bratislava, Slovakia, is the first mass demonstration of the 1980s against the socialist government in Czechoslovakia.[25]
April
The Iranian frigate, IS Alvand, attacked by US Navy forces during Operation Praying Mantis
· April 1 - A bus carrying 54 passengers falls into the Han River in Seoul, South Korea killing 19 and injuring 35.
· April 5 – Kuwait Airways Flight 422 is hijacked while en route from Bangkok, Thailand, to Kuwait. The hijackers demand the release of 17 Shiite Muslim prisoners held by Kuwait. Kuwait refuses to release the prisoners, leading to a 16-day siege across 3 continents. Two passengers are killed before the siege ends.[26]
· April 10 – The Ojhri Camp Disaster occurs in Islamabad and Rawalpindi.[27]
· April 14
· In the Geneva Accords, the Soviet Union commits itself to withdrawal of its forces from Afghanistan.[28]
· The USS Samuel B. Roberts (FFG-58) strikes a naval mine in the Persian Gulf, while deployed on Operation Earnest Will, during the Tanker War phase of the Iran–Iraq War.[29]
· April 16 – Israeli commandos kill the PLO's Abu Jihad in Tunisia.[30]
· April 18 – The United States Navy retaliates for the USS Samuel B. Roberts mining with Operation Praying Mantis, in a day of strikes against Iranian oil platforms and naval vessels.[31]
· April 20 – The world's longest skyjacking comes to an end when the remaining passengers of Kuwait Airways Flight 422 are released by their captors.[26]
· April 28 – Aloha Airlines Flight 243 safely lands after losing its roof in midair, killing a flight attendant and injuring 65 people.[32]
· April 30 – World Expo 88 opens in Brisbane, Queensland, Australia.[33]
May
· May 8 – François Mitterrand is re-elected as President of France for 7 years.[34]
· May 15 – Soviet–Afghan War: After more than 8 years of fighting, the Soviet Army begins its withdrawal from Afghanistan.
· May 16–18 – 1988 Gilgit massacre: A revolt by the Shias of Gilgit (in northern Pakistan) is ruthlessly suppressed by the Zia-ul Haq regime.
· May 27–29 – Somaliland War of Independence: Somali National Movement launches a major offensive against Somali government forces in Hargeisa and Burao, then second and third largest cities of Somalia.[35][36]
· May 29–June 3 – The Moscow Summit meeting between U.S. President Ronald Reagan and General Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union Mikhail Gorbachev takes place, where the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF) was finalized.[37]
June
· June 10–14 – Spontaneous 100,000 strong mass night-singing demonstrations in Estonian SSR eventually give name to the Singing Revolution.
· June 10–25 – West Germany hosts the UEFA Euro 1988 football tournament, which is won by the Netherlands.
· June 21 – The Poole explosion of 1988 caused 3,500 people to be evacuated out of the town centre in the biggest peacetime evacuation the United Kingdom had seen since the World War II.[38]
· June 22 – Walt Disney Studios and Steven Spielberg release Who Framed Roger Rabbit.
· June 23 – NASA scientist James Hansen testifies to the U.S. Senate that human-made global warming has begun, becoming one of the first environmentalists to warn of the problem.[39]
· June 27
· The Gare de Lyon rail accident occurs in Paris, France as a commuter train headed inbound to the terminal crashes into a stationary outbound train, killing 56 and injuring 57.[40]
· Villa Tunari massacre: Bolivian anti-narcotics police kills 9 to 12 and injures over a hundred protesting coca-growing peasants.[41][42][43][44]
· June 30 – Roman Catholic Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre consecrates four bishops at Écône, Switzerland, for his apostolate, along with Bishop Antonio de Castro Mayer, without a papal mandate.
July
· July 1 – The Soviet Union votes to end the CPSU's monopoly on economic and other non-political power and to further economic changes towards a less rigidly Marxist-Leninist economy.[45]
· July 3
· The Fatih Sultan Mehmet Bridge in Istanbul, Turkey, is completed, providing the second connection between the continents of Europe and Asia over the Bosphorus.
· Iran Air Flight 655 is shot down by a missile launched from the USS Vincennes, killing a total of 290 people on board.
· July 6 – The Piper Alpha production platform in the North Sea is destroyed by explosions and fires, killing 165 oil workers and 2 rescue mariners. 61 workers survive.[46]
· July 25 – Child actress Judith Barsi got murdered by her father, József Barsi.
· July 31 – Thirty-two people are killed and 1,674 injured when a bridge at the Sultan Abdul Halim Ferry terminal collapses in Butterworth, Penang, Malaysia.[47]
August
· August 5 – The 1988 Malaysian constitutional crisis culminates in the ousting of the Lord President of Malaysia, Salleh Abas.[48]
· August 8 – 8888 Uprising: Thousands of protesters in Burma, now known as Myanmar, are killed during anti-government demonstrations.
· August 11 – A meeting of Islamic Jihadi leaders, including Osama bin Laden, takes place, leading to the founding of Al-Qaeda.[49]
· August 17 – Pakistani President Muhammad Zia-ul-Haq and the U.S. ambassador to Pakistan, Arnold Lewis Raphel, are among those killed when a plane crashes and explodes near Bahawalpur.[50]
· August 20 – A ceasefire effectively ends the Iran–Iraq War, with an estimated one million lives lost.[51]
· August 21 – The Mw 6.9 Nepal earthquake shakes the Nepal–India border with a maximum Mercalli intensity of VIII (Severe), leaving 709–1,450 people killed and thousands injured.
· August 28 – Seventy people are killed and 346 injured in one of the worst air show disasters in history at Germany's Ramstein Air Base, when three jets from the Italian air demonstration team, Frecce Tricolori, collide, sending one of the aircraft crashing into the crowd of spectators.[52]
September
· September 11 – Singing Revolution: In the Estonian Soviet Socialist Republic, 300,000 people gather to express their support for independence.[53]
· September 12 – Hurricane Gilbert devastates Jamaica; it turns towards Mexico's Yucatán Peninsula 2 days later, causing an estimated $5 billion in damage.
· September 15 – The International Olympic Committee awards Lillehammer the right to host the 1994 Winter Olympics.[54]
· September 17–October 2 – The 1988 Summer Olympics are held in Seoul, South Korea.[55]
· September 22 – The Ocean Odyssey drilling rig suffers a blowout and fire in the North Sea (see also July 6), resulting in one death.[56]
· September 29 – STS-26: NASA resumes Space Shuttle flights, grounded after the Challenger disaster, with Space Shuttle Discovery.
October
· October 5
· Thousands riot in Algiers, Algeria against the National Liberation Front government; by October 10 the army has tortured and killed[clarification needed] about 500 people in crushing the riots.
· Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet loses a national plebiscite on his rule; he relinquishes power in 1990.
· Promulgation of the 1988 Constitution of the Federative Republic of Brazil.
· October 12
· Walsh Street police shootings: Two Victoria Police officers are gunned down, execution style, in Australia.[57]
· The Birchandra Manu massacre occurs in Tripura, India.[58]
· October 18 - Roseanne premieres on ABC.
· October 20 – The Los Angeles Dodgers won 4 games to 1 in the 1988 World Series against the Oakland Athletics.
· October 28 – Abortion: 48 hours after announcing it was abandoning RU-486, French manufacturer Roussel Uclaf states that it will resume distribution of the drug.
· October 29 – Pakistan's General Rahimuddin Khan resigns from his post as the governor of Sindh, following attempts by the President of Pakistan, Ghulam Ishaq Khan, to limit the powers Rahimuddin had accumulated.[59]
· October 30 – Jericho bus firebombing: Five Israelis are killed and five wounded in a Palestinian attack in the West Bank.[60]
November
· November – TAT-8, the first transatlantic telephone cable to use optical fibers, is completed. This led to more robust connections between the American and European Internet.[61]
· November 2 – The Morris worm, the first computer worm distributed via the Internet, written by Robert Tappan Morris, is launched from Massachusetts Institute of Technology in the U.S.[62]
· November 3 – 1988 Maldives coup attempt: The People's Liberation Organisation of Tamil Eelam, a Sri Lankan Tamil militant group, attempts to overthrow the Maldivian government. At the request of President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, the Indian military suppresses the coup attempt within 24 hours.
· November 6 – The 1988 Lancang–Gengma earthquakes kills at least 938 people when it strikes the China–Myanmar border region in Yunnan.[63]
· November 8 – The United States Vice-president and Republican nominee George H. W. Bush defeats the Democratic nominee and Governor of Massachusetts, Michael Dukakis, in the 1988 United States Presidential Election.
· November 9 – Child's Play is released in theatres from United Artists with under label MGM/UA Communications Co.
· November 15
· In the Soviet Union, the uncrewed Shuttle Buran is launched by an Energia rocket on its maiden orbital spaceflight (the first and last space flight for the shuttle).
· Israeli–Palestinian conflict: An independent State of Palestine is proclaimed at the Palestinian National Council meeting in Algiers, by a vote of 253–46.
· The first Fairtrade label, Max Havelaar, is launched by Nico Roozen, Frans van der Hoff and ecumenical development agency Solidaridad in the Netherlands.
· November 16
· Singing Revolution: The Supreme Soviet of the Estonian SSR adopts the Estonian Sovereignty Declaration in which the laws of the Estonian SSR are declared supreme over those of the Soviet Union. The USSR declares it unconstitutional on November 26. It is the first declaration of sovereignty from Moscow of any Soviet or Eastern Bloc entity.[64]
· In the first open election in more than a decade, voters in Pakistan choose populist candidate Benazir Bhutto to be Prime Minister. Elections are held as planned despite head of state Zia-ul-Haq's death earlier in August.[65]
· November 18 – Walt Disney Pictures releases the company's 27th animated film, Oliver & Company.
· November 23 – Former Korean president Chun Doo-hwan makes a formal apology for corruption during his presidency, announcing he will go into exile.[66]
December
Main article: December 1988
The Holy Saviour's Church in Gyumri after the Spitak earthquake in Armenia, December 7
· December 1
· Carlos Salinas de Gortari takes office as President of Mexico.[67]
· The first World AIDS Day is held.[68]
· December 2
· Benazir Bhutto is sworn in as Prime Minister of Pakistan, becoming the first woman to head the government of an Islam-dominated state.[69]
· A cyclone in Bangladesh leaves 5 million homeless and thousands dead.[70]
· December 6 – The Australian Capital Territory is granted self-government by the Australian Capital Territory (Self-Government) Act 1988.[71]
· December 7 – In Soviet Armenia, the Ms 6.8 Spitak earthquake kills nearly 25,000, injures 31,000 and leaves 400,000 homeless.[72]
· December 12 – The Clapham Junction rail crash in London kills 35 and injures 132.[73]
· December 16 – Perennial U.S. presidential candidate Lyndon LaRouche is convicted of mail fraud.[74]
· December 20 – The United Nations Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances is signed at Vienna.[75]
· December 21 – Pan Am Flight 103 is blown up over Lockerbie, Scotland, killing a total of 270 people. Libya is suspected of involvement.[76]
Date unknown
· Near the end of the year, the first proper and official Internet connection between North America and Europe is made between Princeton, New Jersey, United States, and Stockholm, Sweden.[77]
· Zebra mussels, a species originally native to the lakes of southern Russia and Ukraine, are found in the Great Lakes of North America.[78]
· 1988 Polish strikes.[79][
1989
January
· January 1 – The New York Times discloses involvement of West German company Imhausen and Salzgitter AG in building a chemical weapon plant in Rabta, Libya.[4][5]
· January 2 – Prime Minister Ranasinghe Premadasa takes office as the third President of Sri Lanka.
· January 4 – Gulf of Sidra incident (1989): Two Libyan MiG-23 "Floggers" are engaged and shot down by two US Navy F-14 Tomcats.[6]
· January 7 – Emperor Hirohito dies; his son Akihito ascends as the 125th Emperor of Japan, followed by the change in the era name from Shōwa to Heisei on the following day.
· January 10 – In accordance with United Nations Security Council Resolution 626 and the New York Accords, Cuban troops begin withdrawing from Angola.
· January 11 – The Lexus and Infiniti luxury car brands are launched at the North American International Auto Show in Detroit with the unveiling of the 1990 Lexus LS and Infiniti Q45 sedans.
· January 13 – Former Ugandan dictator Idi Amin is expelled to Senegal from Zaire after using a fake Zairean passport in an attempt to return to Uganda. Amin is eventually expelled from Senegal and subsequently returns to Zaire after the Saudi government refuses to allow him in Saudi Arabia.[7][8]
· January 15 – Thirty-five European nations, meeting in Vienna, agree to strengthen human rights and improve East–West trade.
· January 18 – Ante Marković succeeds Branko Mikulić as Prime Minister of Yugoslavia.
· January 20 – George H. W. Bush is inaugurated as President of the United States.
· January 23–24 – Armed civilian leftists briefly attack and occupy an Argentinian army base near Buenos Aires.
· January 29 – The two longest-imprisoned German WWII war criminals in Western Europe, Ferdinand aus der Fünten and Franz Fischer (collectively known as The Breda Two), were released from Dutch prison.[9]
· January 30
· Prime Minister of Canada Brian Mulroney shuffles his cabinet, appointing six new ministers and reassigning the responsibilities of nineteen others.
· The Embassy of the United States, Kabul, Afghanistan, is closed; it does not reopen until late 2001.[10]
February
· February 1 – In Australia, Joan Kirner becomes Victoria's first female Deputy Premier, after the resignation of Robert Fordham over the VEDC (Victorian Economic Development Co-operation) Crisis.
· February 2
· Soviet–Afghan War: The last Soviet Union armoured column leaves Kabul, ending nine years of military occupation since 1979.
· Carlos Andrés Pérez takes office as President of Venezuela.
· February 3
· 1989 Paraguayan coup d'état ("La Noche de la Candelaria"): A military coup overthrows Alfredo Stroessner, dictator of Paraguay since 1954.[11]
· After a stroke, State President of South Africa P. W. Botha resigns as Leader of the National Party.
· February 5 – Eurosport, a multiple-language sports broadcasting station in Europe, begins broadcasting, from Issy-les-Moulineaux, Île-de-France, France.[12]
· February 6 – The Government of the People's Republic of Poland holds formal talks with representatives of Solidarity movement for the first time since 1981.
· February 7 – The People's National Party, led by Michael Manley, wins the 1989 Jamaican general election.
· February 10
· Ron Brown is elected as Chairman of the Democratic National Committee, becoming the first African American to lead a major United States political party.[13]
· U.S. President Bush meets Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney in Ottawa, laying the groundwork for the Acid Rain Treaty of 1991.
· February 11 – Barbara Harris is the first woman consecrated as a bishop of the Episcopal Church in the United States of America (and also the first woman to become a bishop in the worldwide Anglican Communion).
· February 14
· Union Carbide agrees to pay $470,000,000 to the Indian government for damages in the 1984 Bhopal disaster, a gas leak that killed 3.7 thousand.
· The Satanic Verses controversy: Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, Supreme Leader of Iran (d. June 3), issues a fatwa calling for the death of Indian-born British author Salman Rushdie and his publishers for issuing the novel The Satanic Verses (1988).
· The first of 24 Global Positioning System satellites is placed into orbit.
Soviet unit pictured prior to their withdrawal from Afghanistan
· February 15
· Soviet–Afghan War: The Soviet Union announces that all of its troops have left Afghanistan.
· Following a campaign that saw over 1,000 people killed in massive campaign-related violence, the United National Party wins the Sri Lankan parliamentary election.
· February 16 – Pan Am Flight 103: Investigators announce that the cause of the 1988 crash was a bomb hidden inside a radio-cassette player.
· February 17
· The Arab Maghreb Union (AMU) is formed.
· South African police raid the home of Winnie Mandela and arrest four of her bodyguards.
· February 20 – In Canada's Yukon Territory, the ruling New Democrats narrowly maintain control of the Yukon Legislative Assembly, winning 9 seats vs. the Progressive Conservative Party's 7.
· February 23 – After protracted testimony, the U.S. Senate Armed Services Committee rejects, 11–9, President Bush's nomination of John Tower for Secretary of Defense.
· February 24
· The state funeral of Emperor Shōwa (Hirohito) in Tokyo is attended by leaders and representatives of 160 nations.
· The Satanic Verses controversy: Iran places a $3,000,000 bounty on the head of The Satanic Verses author Salman Rushdie.
· Singing Revolution: After 44 years, the Estonian flag is raised at the Pikk Hermann tower in Tallinn.
· United Airlines Flight 811, a Boeing 747, suffers uncontrolled decompression after leaving Honolulu International Airport; nine passengers are blown out of the cabin to their deaths.
· February 25–27 – U.S. President Bush visits China and South Korea, meeting with China's Deng Xiaoping and South Korea's Roh Tae-woo.
· February 27 – Venezuela is rocked by the Caracazo, a wave of protests and looting.
March
Mass demonstration at the Hungarian state television headquartersThe Exxon Valdez
· March – Poland begins to liberalise its currency exchange in a move towards capitalism.[14]
· March 1
· The Berne Convention, an international treaty on copyrights, is ratified by the United States.
· A curfew is imposed in Kosovo, where protests continue over the alleged intimidation of the Serb minority.
· The Political Party of Radicals, Pacifist Socialist Party, Communist Party of the Netherlands and the Evangelical People's Party amalgamate to form the Dutch political party GroenLinks (GL, GreenLeft).
· After 74 years, Iceland ends its prohibition on beer; celebrated since as bjórdagur or beer day.
· March 2 – Twelve European Community nations agree to ban the production of all chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) by the end of the century.
· March 3 – Jammu Siltavuori abducts and murders two eight-year-old girls in the Myllypuro suburb of Helsinki, Finland.
· March 4
· Time Inc. and Warner Communications announce plans for a merger, forming Time Warner. (Now Warner Bros. Discovery)
· The Purley station rail crash in London leaves five people dead and 94 injured.
· The first Australian Capital Territory elections are held.[15]
· March 7 – Iran breaks off diplomatic relations with the United Kingdom over Salman Rushdie's The Satanic Verses.
· March 9 – Revolutions of 1989: The Soviet Union submits to the jurisdiction of the World Court.
· March 12 – Tim Berners-Lee produces the proposal document that will become the blueprint for the World Wide Web.[16]
· March 13 – A geomagnetic storm causes the collapse of the Hydro-Québec power grid. 6,000,000 people are left without power for nine hours. Some areas in the northeastern U.S. and in Sweden also lose power, and aurorae are seen as far as Texas.
· March 14
· Gun control: U.S. President George H. W. Bush bans the importation of certain guns deemed "assault weapons" into the United States.
· General Michel Aoun declares a "War of Liberation" to rid Lebanon of Syrian forces and their allies.
· March 15
· Israel hands over Taba to Egypt, ending a seven-year territorial dispute.
· Mass demonstrations in Hungary, demanding democracy.
· March 16 – The Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union approves agricultural reforms allowing farmers the right to lease state-owned farms for life.
· March 17
· The Civic Tower of Pavia, built in the eleventh century, collapses.
· Alfredo Cristiani is elected as President of El Salvador.
· March 20 – Australian Prime Minister Bob Hawke weeps on national television as he admits marital infidelity.
· March 22
· Clint Malarchuk of the NHL Buffalo Sabres suffers a near-fatal injury when another player accidentally slits his throat.
· Asteroid 4581 Asclepius approaches the Earth at a distance of 700,000 kilometres (430,000 mi).
· March 23 – Stanley Pons and Martin Fleischmann announce that they have achieved cold fusion at the University of Utah.
· March 23–28 – The Socialist Republic of Serbia passes constitutional changes revoking the autonomy of the Socialist Autonomous Province of Kosovo, triggering six days of rioting by the Albanian majority, during which at least 29 people are killed.
· March 24 – Exxon Valdez oil spill: In Alaska's Prince William Sound, the Exxon Valdez spills 240,000 barrels (38,000 m3) of oil after running aground.
· March 26 – 1989 Soviet Union legislative election: The first (and last) contested elections for the Soviet parliament, Congress of People's Deputies, result in losses for the Communist Party; the first session of the new Congress opens in late May.
· March 29 – The 61st Academy Awards are held at the Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles, with Rain Man winning Best Picture, and Jodie Foster wins her first award for Best Actress.
April
Polish Round Table Agreement
· April 1 – Margaret Thatcher's new local government tax (the poll tax) is introduced in Scotland. It will be introduced in England and Wales the following year.
· April 2 – In South-West Africa, fighting erupts between SWAPO insurgents and the South West African Police on the day that a ceasefire was supposed to end the South African Border War according to United Nations Security Council Resolution 435. By April 6, nearly 300 people have been killed.
· April 4 – A failed coup attempt against Prosper Avril, President of Haiti, leads to a standoff between mutinous troops and the government which ends on April 10, with the government regaining control of the country.
· April 5 – The Polish Government and the Solidarity trade union sign an agreement restoring Solidarity to legal status, and agreeing to hold democratic elections on June 4 (Polish Round Table Agreement), which initiates the 1989 revolution and the overthrow of communism in Central Europe.
· April 6 – National Safety Council of Australia chief executive John Friedrich is arrested after defrauding investors to the tune of $235,000,000.
· April 7 – The Soviet submarine K-278 Komsomolets sinks in the Barents Sea, killing 41.
· April 9
· Tbilisi massacre: Georgian demonstrators are massacred by Soviet Army soldiers in Tbilisi's central square during a peaceful rally; 20 citizens are killed, many injured. This causes further protests.
· A dispute over grazing rights leads to the beginning of the Mauritania–Senegal Border War.
· April 13 – Israel Border Police launched a raid in Nahalin, killing five Palestinians.
· April 14 – The U.S. government seizes the Irvine, California, Lincoln Savings and Loan Association; Charles Keating (for whom the Keating Five are named) eventually goes to jail, as part of the massive 1980s savings and loan crisis which costs U.S. taxpayers nearly $200,000,000 in bailouts, and many people their life savings.[17]
· April 15
· The Hillsborough disaster, one of the biggest tragedies in European football, claims the lives of 94 Liverpool F.C. supporters in Sheffield, England, a further three dying later.[18]
· Hu Yaobang, the former General Secretary of the Chinese Communist Party, dies. The public reaction to his death spawned a chain of events which led to the Tiananmen Square protests of 1989.
· April 17 – Solidarity (Polish trade union) is once again legalised and allowed to participate in semi-free elections on June 4.
· April 19
· Central Park jogger case: Trisha Meili is seriously assaulted and raped whilst jogging in New York City's Central Park; the convictions of five teenagers for the crime are vacated in 2002 (the jogger's identity remains secret for years, hence she is referred to as the "Central Park Jogger").
· The USS Iowa turret explodes on the U.S. battleship Iowa, killing 47 crew members.
· April 20 – NATO debates modernising short range missiles; although the US and UK are in favour, West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl obtains a concession deferring a decision.
· April 21 – Students from Beijing, Shanghai, Xi'an and Nanjing begin protesting in Tiananmen Square in Beijing.
· April 23 – Zaid al-Rifai resigns as Prime Minister of Jordan in the wake of riots over government-imposed price hikes that began on April 18.
· April 25
· Noboru Takeshita resigns as Prime Minister of Japan in the wake of a stock-trading scandal.
· Motorola introduces the Motorola MicroTAC personal cellular telephone, the world's smallest mobile phone at this time.
· April 26
· Sultan Azlan Muhibbudin Shah ibni Almarhum Sultan Yusuff Izzudin Shah Ghafarullahu-lahu, Sultan of Perak, becomes the 9th Yang di-Pertuan Agong of Malaysia, succeeding Baginda Almutawakkil Alallah Sultan Iskandar Al-Haj ibni Almarhum Sultan Ismail.
· Zaid ibn Shaker succeeds Zaid al-Rifai as Prime Minister of Jordan.
· The Daulatpur–Saturia tornado, the deadliest tornado ever recorded, kills an estimated 1,300 people in the Dhaka Division of Bangladesh.
· April 27 – A major demonstration occurs in Beijing as part of the 1989 Tiananmen Square protests.[19]
May
· May
· Transhumanism: Genetic modification of adult human beings is tried for the first time, a gene tagging trial.[20]
· The Soviet Union issues its first Visa card in a step to digitalise its banking system.[21]
· May 1 – Andrés Rodríguez, who seized power and declared himself President of Paraguay during a military coup in February, wins a landslide victory at a general election marked by charges of fraud.
· May 2
· The first crack in the Iron Curtain: Hungary dismantles 240 kilometres (150 mi) of barbed wire fencing along the border with Austria.
· The coalition government of Prime Minister of the Netherlands Ruud Lubbers collapses in a dispute about a pollution cleanup plan.
· May 3 – Cold War: Perestroika – The first McDonald's restaurant in the USSR begins construction in Moscow. It will open on January 31, 1990.[22]
· May 4 – Oliver North is convicted in the United States on charges related to the Iran–Contra affair. His conviction is vacated on appeal in 1991.
· May 7 - The 1989 Bolivian general election was held in Bolivia.
· May 9 – Andrew Peacock deposes John Howard as Federal Opposition Leader of Australia.
· May 10 – The government of President of Panama Manuel Noriega declares void the result of the May 7 presidential election, which Noriega had lost to Guillermo Endara.
· May 11
· President Bush orders 1,900 U.S. troops to Panama to protect Americans there.
· The ACT (Australian Capital Territory) Legislative Assembly meets for the first time.
· May 12–25 – San Bernardino train disaster: Southern Pacific freight locomotive SP 7551 East derails in a residential area of San Bernardino, California, killing four and destroying seven houses. On May 25, as a direct result of the derailment, the Calnev Pipeline explodes, killing an additional two people and destroying eleven more houses and 21 cars.
· May 14
· Mikhail Gorbachev visits China, the first Soviet leader to do so since Nikita Khrushchev in the 1960s, ending the Sino-Soviet split.
· Carlos Menem wins the Argentine presidential election.
· May 15
· Australia's first private tertiary institution, Bond University, opens on the Gold Coast.
· The last golden toad is seen in Costa Rica; the species is subsequently classified as extinct.[23]
· May 17
· 1989 Tiananmen Square protests: More than 1,000,000 Chinese protesters march through Beijing demanding greater democracy, leading to a crackdown.
· In Stuttgart, Diego Maradona of Napoli wins the Uefa Cup.
· May 19
· 1989 Ürümqi unrest: Uyghur and Hui Muslim protesters riot in front of the government building in Ürümqi, China.
· 1989 Tiananmen Square protests: Zhao Ziyang meets the demonstrators in Tiananmen Square.
· Ciriaco De Mita resigns as Prime Minister of Italy.
· May 20 – 1989 Tiananmen Square protests: The Chinese government declares martial law in Beijing.
· May 21: Bombing near Keserwan by Kataeb Regulatory Forces, 9 Syrians soldiers killed.[24]
· May 24
· Milan of Italy wins the European Cup beating Steaua București of Romania 4–0 in Barcelona.
· Assassinations of Jeffrey Brent Ball and Todd Ray Wilson: A terrorist organization, Zarate Willka Armed Forces of Liberation, kills two American missionaries of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints as they return to their apartment, in La Paz, Bolivia.
· May 25 – The Calgary Flames defeat the Montreal Canadiens four games to two to win the franchise's first Stanley Cup in ice hockey.
· May 26 – Arsenal F.C. defeat Liverpool F.C. by 2 goals to nil at Anfield, in the final game of the season, to win the Football League First Division.
· May 29
· Amid food riots and looting set off by inflation, the Government of Argentina declares a nationwide state of siege.
· 1989 Tiananmen Square protests: The 10 metres (33 ft) high Goddess of Democracy statue is unveiled in Tiananmen Square by student demonstrators.
· NATO agrees to talks with the Soviet Union on reducing the number of short-range nuclear weapons in Europe.
· An attempted assassination of Miguel Maza Marquez, director of the Departamento Administrativo de Seguridad (DAS) in Bogotá, Colombia is committed by members of the Medellín Cartel, who kill four and injure 37.
· May 31 – Tarapoto massacre: Six members of the guerrilla group Revolutionary Movement Tupac Amaru (MRTA) of Peru, shoot dead eight gay and transgender people in the city of Tarapoto.[25]
June
Main article: June 1989
· June 1–10 – Pope John Paul II visits Norway, Iceland, Finland, Denmark and Sweden.
· June 2 – Sōsuke Uno succeeds Noboru Takeshita as Prime Minister of Japan.[26]
· June 3 – The world's first high-definition television (test) broadcasts commence in Japan, in analogue.[27]
· June 4
· 1989 Tiananmen Square protests and massacre: A violent military crackdown takes place on pro-democracy protesters in Tiananmen Square, Beijing.[28]
· 1989 Polish legislative election: Solidarity's victory in the first round[29][30] is the first of many anti-communist revolutions of 1989 in Central and Eastern Europe.
· 1989 Iranian Supreme Leader election: Ali Khamenei is elected Supreme Leader of Iran after announcing the death of Ruhollah Khomeini the day before.[31]
· Ufa train disaster: A natural gas explosion near Ufa, Russia kills 575 as two trains passing each other throw sparks near a leaky pipeline.[28]
· June 5
· 1989 Tiananmen Square protests: An unknown Chinese protester, "Tank Man", stands in front of a column of military tanks on Chang'an Avenue in Beijing, temporarily halting them, an incident which achieves iconic status internationally through images taken by Western photographers.[32]
· State funeral of Ruhollah Khomeini: Eight people are killed and hundreds injured in a human crush during the viewing of the body of Iranian leader Ayatollah Khomeini at the Musalla in Tehran, two days after his death at the age of 89 in Tehran.[33]
· June 6 – State funeral of Ruhollah Khomeini: The Ayatollah Khomeini's first funeral in Tehran is aborted by officials after a large crowd storms the funeral procession, nearly destroying Khomeini's wooden casket in order to get a last glimpse of his body. At one point, his body almost falls to the ground, as the crowd attempt to grab pieces of the death shroud. The Ayatollah's body has to be returned for the burial preparations to be repeated, before being brought back to the cemetery a few hours later.[33][34]
· June 7 – Surinam Airways Flight 764 crashes in Paramaribo, Suriname, killing 176.[35]
· June 8 – The wreck of German battleship Bismarck, which was sunk in 1941, is located about 600 miles (970 km) west of Brest, France.[36][37]
· June 15 – At the 1989 Irish general election, Fianna Fáil, led by Taoiseach Charles Haughey, fails to win a majority.[38]
· June 16 – A crowd of 250,000 gathers at Heroes Square in Budapest for the historic reburial of Imre Nagy, the former Hungarian Prime Minister who had been executed in 1958.[39]
· June 18 – In the first Greek legislative election of the year, the Panhellenic Socialist Movement, led by Prime Minister of Greece Andreas Papandreou, loses control of the Hellenic Parliament.[40]
· June 22
· British police arrest 260 people celebrating the summer solstice at Stonehenge.[41]
· The University of Limerick and Dublin City University are raised to the status of universities, the first established in Ireland since independence in 1922.[citation needed]
· June 24 – Jiang Zemin becomes General Secretary of the Chinese Communist Party.[42][43]
· June 30 – 1989 Sudanese coup d'état: A military coup led by Omar al-Bashir ousts the civilian government of Prime Minister of Sudan Sadiq al-Mahdi.[44]
July
· July 2 – Andreas Papandreou, Prime Minister of Greece, resigns; a new government is formed under Tzannis Tzannetakis.
· July 5
· State President of South Africa P. W. Botha meets the imprisoned 70-year-old Nelson Mandela face-to-face for the first time.
· The television sitcom Seinfeld premieres in the United States.
· July 6 – The Tel Aviv–Jerusalem bus 405 suicide attack, the first Palestinian suicide attack on Israel, takes place.
· July 8 – 110 Furs representatives, 110 Arabs, and 21 mediators signed a Reconciliation Agreement in al-Fashir. End of the War of the Tribes in Sudan.
· July 9–12 – U.S. President George H. W. Bush travels to Poland and Hungary, pushing for U.S. economic aid and investment.
· July 10 – Approximately 300,000 Siberian coal miners go on strike, demanding better living conditions and less bureaucracy; it is the largest Soviet labour strike since the 1920s.
· July 12
· In the Republic of Ireland, the Taoiseach Charles Haughey returns to power after Fianna Fáil forms a coalition with the Progressive Democrats.
· Lotte World, a major recreation complex in Seoul, South Korea, is opened to the public, containing the world's largest indoor amusement park.[45]
· July 14 – France celebrated the 200th anniversary of the French Revolution, notably with a monumental show on the Champs-Élysées in Paris, directed by French designer Jean-Paul Goude. President François Mitterrand acted as host for invited world leaders.[46]
· July 14–16 – At the 15th G7 summit, leaders call for restrictions on gas emissions.
· July 17
· The Northrop Grumman B-2 Spirit stealth bomber makes its first flight, in the United States.
· Holy See–Poland relations: Poland and the Vatican re-establish diplomatic relations after approximately fifty years.
· July 18 – Actress Rebecca Schaeffer is murdered by an obsessed fan, leading to stricter stalking laws in California.
· July 19
· 1989 Polish presidential election: The National Assembly of the Republic of Poland elects General Wojciech Jaruzelski to the restored and powerful post of President of Poland.
· United Airlines Flight 232 (Douglas DC-10) crashes in Sioux City, Iowa, killing 112; 184 on board survive.
· The first national park in the Netherlands is established on Schiermonnikoog.
· July 20 – Burmese opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi is placed under house arrest. She is released in 2010.
· July 23
· 1989 Japanese House of Councillors election: Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party loses control of the House of Councillors, the LDP's worst electoral showing in 34 years, leading to Prime Minister Uno announcing he will resign to take responsibility for the result.
· Giulio Andreotti takes office as Prime Minister of Italy.
· July 26 – A federal grand jury indicts Cornell University student Robert Tappan Morris for releasing a computer virus, making him the first person to be prosecuted under the United States' 1986 Computer Fraud and Abuse Act.
· July 27 – In the largest prison sentence to date, Thai financial scammer Mae Chamoy Thipyaso and her accomplices are each sentenced to 141,078 years in prison.[47]
· July 28 – At the Iranian presidential election, electors overwhelmingly elect Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani as President of Iran and endorse changes to the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, increasing the powers of the president.
· July 31
· In Lebanon, Hezbollah announces that it has hanged U.S. Marine Lt. Col. William R. Higgins in retaliation for Israel's July 28 kidnapping of Hezbollah leader Abdel Karim Obeid. The same day, the United Nations Security Council passes United Nations Security Council Resolution 638, condemning the taking of hostages by both sides in the conflict.
· Nintendo releases the Game Boy portable video game system in North America.
August
Voyager 2 at Neptune
· August – Gazprom, an energy production and sales organization in Russia, becomes state-run enterprise, changing from the Soviet Ministry of Gas Industry.[48]
· August 2 – Pakistan is readmitted to the Commonwealth of Nations after leaving it in 1972.
· August 5
· Park Avenue Joe was finally declared the winner after finishing in a dead heat with Probe in the Hambletonian Stakes for parimutuel and prize money purposes, based on the two heat and runoff format, based on average finish.[49][50]
· Jaime Paz Zamora is elected President of Bolivia, taking office the next day.
· August 7
· U.S. Representative Mickey Leland (D-TX) and fifteen others die in a plane crash in Ethiopia.
· The presidents of five Central American countries agree that the U.S.-backed contras fighting the government of Nicaragua should be disbanded and evicted from their bases in Honduras by December 5.
· August 8
· Prime Minister of New Zealand David Lange resigns for health reasons and is replaced by Geoffrey Palmer.
· STS-28: Space Shuttle Columbia takes off on a secret five-day military mission.
· August 9
· Toshiki Kaifu becomes Prime Minister of Japan.
· The asteroid 4769 Castalia is the first directly imaged by radar from Arecibo Observatory.
· The Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery, and Enforcement Act of 1989, a measure to rescue the United States savings and loan industry is signed into law by President Bush, launching the largest federal rescue to date.
· August 10 – United States Army General Colin Powell became the first Black Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff after being nominated by President Bush.
· August 13 – 1989 Alice Springs hot air balloon crash: An accident near Alice Springs, Australia kills thirteen people.
· August 15 – P. W. Botha resigns as State President of South Africa and F. W. de Klerk becomes the seventh and final holder of this office under this style.[51]
· August 18 – Leading Colombian presidential hopeful Luis Carlos Galán is assassinated near Bogotá.
· August 19
· Polish president Wojciech Jaruzelski nominates Solidarity activist Tadeusz Mazowiecki to be Prime Minister, the first non-Communist in power in 42 years.
· The Pan-European Picnic, a peace demonstration, is held at the Austro-Hungarian border.
· August 19–21 – In response to the murder of a judge, a provincial police chief, and presidential candidate Galán, the authorities of Colombia arrest 11,000 suspected Colombian drug traffickers.
· August 20
· In Beverly Hills, California, Lyle and Erik Menendez shoot their wealthy parents to death in the family's den.
· Marchioness disaster: Fifty-one people die when a pleasure boat collides with a dredger on the River Thames adjacent to Southwark Bridge in London.
· August 21 – The 21st anniversary of the crushing of the Prague Spring is commemorated by a demonstration in the city.[19]
Baltic Way in Estonia
· August 23
· Singing Revolution: Two million indigenous people of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania join hands to demand freedom and independence from Soviet occupation, forming an uninterrupted 600 km human chain called the Baltic Way.
· Hungary removes border restrictions with Austria.
· 1989 Australian pilots' dispute: All of Australia's 1,645 domestic airline pilots resign over an airline's move to dismiss and sue them over a wage dispute.
· Murder of Yusef Hawkins in a shooting in the Bensonhurst section of Brooklyn, New York, sparking racial tensions between African Americans and Italian Americans.
· August 24
· Colombia's cocaine traffickers declare "total and absolute war" against the government and begin a series of bombings and arson attacks.
· Indonesia's first commercial television network, RCTI (stands for Rajawali Citra Televisi Indonesia), is established, and went on air for the first time.
· Tadeusz Mazowiecki of Solidarity is elected Prime Minister of Poland.[19]
· August 25 – Voyager 2 makes its closest approach to Neptune and its largest moon Triton.
· August 31 – In the aftermath of the Chadian–Libyan conflict of 1978–87, representatives of Libya and Chad agree to let the International Court of Justice determine ownership of the Aouzou Strip, which has been occupied by Libya since 1973.

2006-2008 CYCLE
Conjunction at 6* Libra, square Neptune
2006
October
· October 6 – Fredrik Reinfeldt replaces Göran Persson as Prime Minister of Sweden.
· October 9
· North Korea claims to have conducted its first-ever nuclear test.[81]
· Google purchased YouTube for US$1.65 billion.[82]
· October 11–13 – St Andrews Agreement is held in Scotland between the British and Irish governments on devolution in Northern Ireland.
· October 13 – South Korean Ban Ki-moon is elected as the new Secretary-General of the United Nations, succeeding Kofi Annan.[83]
· October 22 – Fernando Alonso wins his second World Drivers Championship.
· October (date unknown) – The Offshore MPA project is initiated.[84]
November
· November 1 - Poisoning of Alexander Litvinenko: Litvinenko, former officer of the Russian Federal Security Service and critic of the Putin administration, is poisoned with Polonium-210. He dies of acute radiation syndrome on 23 November, causing widespread accusations that the Russian government was behind the poisoning.
· November 2 – No. 5, 1948 by Jackson Pollock becomes the most expensive painting after it is sold privately for $140 million.[85]
· November 3 – Microsoft releases Office 2007 for manufacturing.
· November 5 – Former President of Iraq Saddam Hussein is sentenced to death by hanging by the Iraqi Special Tribunal. He is later executed by hanging for crimes against humanity on December 30.[86]
· November 8 – Microsoft releases Windows Vista for manufacturing.
· November 11 – Sony releases the PlayStation 3.
· November 12 – The breakaway state of South Ossetia holds a referendum on independence from Georgia.[87]
· November 19 – Nintendo releases the Wii.
· November 22 – A toxic waste dumping incident occurs in Côte d'Ivoire by a Panama ship sent by Singaporean oil company, causing 3 deaths and the poison treatment of 1500 people.[88][89]
· November 23 – A series of car bombs and mortar attacks in Sadr City, Baghdad, kills at least 215 people and injure 257 other people.[90]
December
· December 1 – WikiLeaks leaks Hassan Dahir Aweys' conspiracy to assassinate Somali government officials.[91]
· December 5 – The military seizes power in Fiji, in a coup d'état led by Commodore Frank Bainimarama.[92]
· December 11
· Felipe Calderón sends the Mexican military to combat the drug cartels and put down the violence in the state of Michoacán, initiating the Mexican drug war.[93]
· Analog terrestrial television is switched off permanently in the Netherlands.
· December 21 – The Juraj Dobrila University of Pula is established.[94]
· December 24 – Ethiopia admits its troops have intervened in Somalia.[95]
· December 29 – UK settles its Anglo-American loan, post-WWII loan debt.
· December 30 – Former Iraqi president Saddam Hussein, was executed by hanging.

2007
Events
January
· January 1
· Bulgaria and Romania join the European Union, while Slovenia joins the Eurozone.[27]
· Adam Air Flight 574, en route to Manado, Indonesia, from Surabaya, Indonesia, crashes into the Makassar Strait; killing all 102 on board.[28]
· January 4 – Nancy Pelosi becomes the first female speaker of the United States House of Representatives.
· January 8 – Russian oil supplies to Poland, Germany, and Ukraine are cut as the Russia–Belarus energy dispute escalates;[29] they are restored three days later.[30]
· January 9 – Apple CEO Steve Jobs introduces the original iPhone at a Macworld keynote in San Francisco, starting the new era of smartphones with this invention.[citation needed]
· January 10 – Iraq War: The surge of US troops in Iraq is announced.[31]
· January 30 – Windows Vista is released to consumers by Microsoft.[32]
· January 31 – Boston, United States faces a hoax bomb scare, as a result of LED placards of Ignignokt and Err from Aqua Teen Hunger Force being mistaken as an improvised explosive device.[33]
February
· February 2 – The IPCC publishes its fourth assessment report, having concluded that global climate change is "very likely" to have a predominantly human cause.[34]
· February 3 – A truck bomb explodes in Baghdad, Iraq, killing at least 135 people and injures 339 others.[35]
· February 13 – North Korea agrees to shut down its nuclear facilities in Yongbyon by April 14 as a first step towards complete denuclearization, receiving in return energy aid equivalent to 50,000 tons of heavy fuel oil.[36]
· February 19 – Microblogging social network Tumblr is launched to the public.[37]
· February 23 – A train derails in Grayrigg, Cumbria, leading to hundreds of points across the UK being checked after similar incidents.
· February 26 – The International Court of Justice finds Serbia guilty of failing to prevent genocide in the Srebrenica massacre, but clears it of direct responsibility and complicity in the case.[38]
March
· March 1 – The fourth International Polar Year, a $1.73 billion research program to study both the North Pole and South Pole, is launched in Paris.[39]
· March 3 – A total lunar eclipse occurs and is visible in the Americas, Europe, Africa and Asia. It is the 52nd lunar eclipse of Lunar Saros series 123 occurring at the moon's descending node. The moon is just 3.2 days before apogee, making it fairly small.
· March 4 – The First Ivorian Civil War ends with a peace agreement.
· March 11 – Georgia accuses three Russian helicopters of firing on the Kodori Gorge, then the only part of the break-away autonomous republic of Abkhazia still under Georgian control.[40]
· March 13–April 28 – The 2007 Cricket World Cup is held in the West Indies with Australia defeating Sri Lanka in the final.[41]
· March 19 – The first solar eclipse of the year 2007 is a partial solar eclipse occurring just 0.7 days before perigee, making it very large. The Moon covers 87.558% of the Sun. In this partial solar eclipse, the best visibility occurs at 61º02'55" N, 55º28'04" E. It is the 20th solar eclipse of Solar Saros series 149, at ascending node. The Sun is its zenith just 83 km south of the Equator, so the Northern Hemisphere was in winter and the Southern Hemisphere was in summer on March 19, 2007.
· March 23 – Naval forces of Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps arrest Royal Navy personnel in disputed Iran-Iraq waters;[42] they were released on April 4.[43]
· March 27 – Latvian Prime Minister Aigars Kalvītis and Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Fradkov sign a border treaty between Latvia and Russia, officially demarcating the border between the two.[44]
April
· April 16 – Virginia tech massacre: 23-year-old Seung-Hui Cho fatally shoots 32 people and injured 17 others, before committing suicide as police arrive on the scene.
· April 18 – 18 April 2007 Baghdad bombings: A series of attacks take place across Baghdad, Iraq, killing nearly 200 people.[45]
· April 24 – Gliese 581c, a potentially Earth-like extrasolar planet habitable for life, is discovered in the constellation Libra.[46]
· April 26–27 – "Bronze Night": Ethnic Russian riot in Tallinn and other cities in Estonia against the moving of the Bronze Soldier of Tallinn, a Soviet World War II memorial statue.[47] 2007 cyberattacks on Estonia begin.
May
· May 3 – British three-year-old Madeleine McCann disappears in Praia da Luz, Lagos, Portugal, described by The Daily Telegraph as "the most heavily reported missing-person case in modern history".[48]
· May 4 – The 2007 Greensburg tornado moves through Kiowa County, Kansas, United States, striking the town of Greensburg and killing eleven residents. 95% of the town was destroyed, and the tornado was the first to be rated EF5 on the Enhanced Fujita scale.[49][50]
· May 5 – Kenya Airways Flight 507, on a scheduled passenger flight from Doula, Cameroon, to Nairobi, Kenya, crashes after takeoff, killing all 114 crew and passengers on board.[51][52]
· May 6 – 2007 French presidential election: Nicolas Sarkozy is elected President of France in the second round.[53]
· May 10 – As a result of factors including the Blair–Brown deal and falling approval ratings as a result of the Iraq War, British Prime Minister Tony Blair announces his intention to resign as Leader of the Labour Party and Prime Minister, triggering the 2007 Labour Party leadership election, in which Chancellor Gordon Brown ran unopposed. Brown would officially replace Blair as Prime Minister on 27 June.[54][55]
· May 10–12 – The Eurovision Song Contest 2007 takes place in Helsinki, Finland, and is won by Serbian entrant Marija Šerifović with the song "Molitva".
· May 11 – Malietoa Tanumafili II, the head of state of Samoa since its independence, dies in office at the age of 94. His death triggers the first election for the office of Samoan head of state.[56]
· May 17 – The Russian Orthodox Church Abroad and the Moscow Patriarchate re-unite after 80 years of schism.[57]
· May 20 – Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum of Dubai makes the largest single charitable donation in modern history, committing €7.41 billion to an educational foundation in the Middle East.[58]
June
· June 5 – NASA's MESSENGER spacecraft makes its second fly-by of Venus on route to Mercury.
· June 10–15 – Fatah-Hamas conflict: The Battle of Gaza is fought between Fatah and Hamas, and ends with Hamas gaining control of the Gaza Strip.
· June 15 – Bob Barker hosts his final episode of The Price Is Right after 35 years of hosting.
· June 22 – The 2007 Ellie tornado becomes the only F5 tornado recorded under the use of the Fujita scale in Canada, reaching windspeeds up to 320 mph (510 km/h).
· June 24 – American rapper T.I was involved in a physical altercation with Chaka Zulu, the manager of Ludacris, at the Sunset Tower Hotel in West Hollywood, California.[59]
· June 27 – Gordon Brown succeeds Tony Blair and becomes Prime Minister of the United Kingdom after a leadership election.
· June 28 – 2007 European heat wave: in the aftermath of Greece's worst heat wave in a century, at least 11 people are reported dead from heatstroke, approximately 200 wildfires break out nationwide, and the country's electricity grid nearly collapses due to record breaking demand.
· June 29 – The iPhone, the first modern smartphone, is released in the United States. It was going to be later be released in the United Kingdom, Ireland, France, Germany, and Austria, in November 2007.
July
· July 4 – The International Olympic Committee awards Sochi the right to host the 2014 Winter Olympics.
· July 7 – Live Earth Concerts are held in nine major cities around the world to raise environmental awareness.[60]
· July 17
· TAM Airlines Flight 3054 an Airbus A320-233 overruns the runway of São Paulo–Congonhas Airport runway 35L, flies over Avenida Washington Luís and crashes into TAM Express building and a Shell filling station adjacent to the TAM Express building. All 187 passengers and crew are killed instantly. 12 people inside the TAM Express and the Shell filling station are also killed.[61]
· The dwarf planet Gonggong is discovered by astronomers Megan Schwamb, Michael Brown, and David Rabinowitz from the Palomar Observatory.[62]
· July 24 – Five Bulgarian nurses are released from Libyan prison after eight and a half years spent behind bars in Benghazi and Tripoli, marking the end of the so-called "HIV trial in Libya".[63]
· July 31 – Operation Banner comes to an end, thus ending the longest continuous deployment in British military history.
August
· August 4 – The Phoenix spacecraft is launched toward Mars to study its north pole.[64]
· August 9 – The French global bank BNP Paribas in the United Kingdom blocks withdrawals from three hedge funds heavily committed in subprime lendings, signaling the 2008 financial crisis.[65]
· August 14 – Multiple suicide bombings kill 572 people in Qahtaniya, northern Iraq.[66]
· August 15 – An 8.0 earthquake strikes Peru, killing at least 519 people, injuring more than 1,300, and causing tsunami warnings in the Pacific Ocean.[67]
· August 17 – The television series Phineas and Ferb premieres on Disney Channel.
September
· September 6 – Israeli Air Force airplanes attack a suspected nuclear reactor in Syria in an airstrike.[68]
· September 7 – October 20 – The 2007 Rugby World Cup takes place in France. South Africa beat defending champions England in the final.
· September 11 – Ethiopia celebrates the third millennium in Ethiopian calendar.[69]
· September 13 – The United Nations General Assembly adopts the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
· September 14 – The SELENE spacecraft launches, with its objective being to study the Moon.[70]
· September 20 – The Universal Forum of Cultures opens in Monterrey, Mexico.
· September 25 – Mount Ruapehu in Tongariro National Park in New Zealand, erupts.
October
· October 10 – Valve Software releases The Orange Box on Windows and Xbox 360.[71][72]
· October 21 – Finnish racing driver Kimi Räikkönen won his first Formula One World Championship, driving for Scuderia Ferrari at the Brazilian Grand Prix.[73]
· October 22 – Montenegro adopts a new constitution, which among other things changes the country's official name from "Republic of Montenegro" to "Montenegro".[74]
· October 28 – 2007 Argentine general election: Cristina Fernández de Kirchner becomes the first directly elected female President of Argentina.[75]
· Sports TV Uganda Limited is incorporated in Uganda.[76]
November
· November 7 – Whistleblower website WikiLeaks leaks the standard US army protocol at Guantanamo Bay.[77]
· November 7 – The Jokela school shooting happened in Finland.
· November 16 – Up to 15,000 people are believed to have been killed after Cyclone Sidr hits Bangladesh.[78]
· November 24 – 2007 Australian federal election: The Labor Party led by Kevin Rudd defeats the Liberal/National Coalition government led by Prime Minister John Howard. Rudd would be sworn in on December 3.[79]
· November 29 – The Armed Forces of the Philippines lay siege to the Peninsula Manila after soldiers led by Senator Antonio Trillanes stage a mutiny.[80]
December
· December 1 – At the age of 81 years, 244 days, Queen Elizabeth II becomes the oldest ever reigning British monarch, surpassing Queen Victoria who was aged 81 years, 243 days upon her death on January 22, 1901.
· December 13 – The Treaty of Lisbon is signed by members states of European Union.
· December 20 – The Pablo Picasso painting Portrait of Suzanne Bloch, together with Candido Portinari's O Lavrador de Café, is stolen from the São Paulo Museum of Art.[81]
· December 21 – The Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia, and Slovenia join the Schengen border-free zone.[82]
· December 27
· Former Pakistani prime minister Benazir Bhutto is assassinated, along with 20 other people, at an election rally in Rawalpindi.[83]
· Riots erupt in Mombasa, Kenya, after Mwai Kibaki is declared the winner of the general election, triggering a political, economic, and humanitarian crisis that killed over 1,000 people.[84]
Unknown date
· Mauritania is the last country to criminalise slavery (officially "abolished" in 1981), making the practice illegal everywhere in the world.[85]

2008
January
· January 1 – Cyprus and Malta adopt the euro currency.[21][22]
· January 14 – At 19:04:39 UTC, the uncrewed MESSENGER space probe is at its closest approach during its first flyby of the planet Mercury.[23]
· January 21
· Stock markets around the world plunge amid growing fears of a U.S. Great Recession, fueled by the 2007 subprime mortgage crisis.[24]
· Online activist group Anonymous initiates Project Chanology, after a leaked interview of Tom Cruise by the Church of Scientology is published on YouTube, and the Church of Scientology issued a "copyright infringement" claim. In response, Anonymous sympathizers took to the streets to protest outside the church (after February 10), while the church's websites and centres were getting DoS attacks, phone line nukes, and black faxes.[25][26]
· January 24 – A peace deal is signed in Goma, Democratic Republic of the Congo, ending the Kivu conflict.[27]
February
· February 4 – Civic mobilizations in Colombia against FARC, under the name One million voices against FARC.[28]
· February 14 – A Belavia CRJ-100 crash lands at Zvartnots International Airport in Yerevan, Armenia. 7 people are injured.
· February 17 – Kosovo formally declares independence from Serbia, to a mixed response from the international community.[29][30]
· February 18 – WikiLeaks releases allegations of illegal activities carried out by the Cayman Islands branch of Swiss banking corporation Julius Baer; a subsequent lawsuit against WikiLeaks prompts a temporary suspension of the website, but uproar about violations of freedom of speech causes WikiLeaks to be brought back online.[31][32]
March
· March 2 – Venezuela and Ecuador move troops to the Colombian border, following a Colombian raid against FARC guerrillas inside Ecuadorian territory, in which senior commander Raúl Reyes is killed.[33][34]
· March 8 – Barisan Nasional loses two-thirds majority, for the first time since 1969, to opposition during the 2008 Malaysian general election but still retains control of government. The coalition also loses majority control of five states to the opposition.[35]
· March 9 – The first European Space Agency Automated Transfer Vehicle, a cargo spacecraft for the International Space Station, launches from Guiana Space Centre in French Guiana.[36]
· March 10 – Protests in Tibet against China's treatment of Tibetans begin.[37][38]
· March 19 – An Energy release of a Gamma-ray burst called the GRB 080319B is the brightest event ever recorded in the Universe.[39]
· March 24 – Bhutan holds its first-ever general elections following the adoption of a new Constitution which changed the country from an absolute monarchy to a multiparty democracy.[40]
· March 25 – African Union and Comoros forces invade the rebel-held island of Anjouan, returning the island to Comorian control.[41]
April
· April 29 – Grand Theft Auto IV is released worldwide, selling over 3.6 million units and earning $310 million during the first day, becoming not only the highest grossing video game release of all time, but also the highest grossing entertainment product release ever.[42]
May
· May 2 – Iron Man is released in theaters, starting the Marvel Cinematic Universe.
· May 3 – Cyclone Nargis passes through Myanmar, killing more than 138,000 people.[43]
· May 12
· An earthquake measuring 7.9 on the moment magnitude scale strikes Sichuan, China, killing an estimated 87,000 people.[44]
· The mummified body of Hedviga Golik is found in her apartment in Zagreb, Croatia 42 years after her death.[45][46]
· May 20–24 – The Eurovision Song Contest 2008 takes place in Belgrade, Serbia, and is won by Russian entrant Dima Bilan with the song "Believe".
· May 21
· Manchester United wins their third European Cup and second Champions League after they beat Chelsea in the first all-English final in the history of the competition. Manchester United won the match 6–5 on penalties, following a 1–1 draw after extra time.
· The Union of South American Nations, an intergovernmental organization between states in South America, is founded.[47]
· The International Court of Justice awards Middle Rocks to Malaysia and Pedra Branca to Singapore, ending a 29-year territorial dispute between the two countries.[48]
· May 25 – NASA's uncrewed Phoenix spacecraft becomes the first to land on the northern polar region of Mars.[49]
· May 28 – The Legislature Parliament of Nepal votes overwhelmingly in favor of abolishing the country's 240-year-old monarchy, turning the country into a republic.[50]
· May 30 – International Convention on Cluster Munitions is adopted in Dublin.[51]
June
· June 7–29 – Austria and Switzerland jointly host the UEFA Euro 2008 football tournament, which is won by Spain.
· June 11
· The Fermi Gamma-ray Space Telescope is launched.[52]
· Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper formally apologizes, on behalf of the Canadian government, to the country's First Nations for the Canadian Indian residential school system.[53]
· June 14 – Expo 2008 opens in Zaragoza, Spain, lasting to September 14, with the topic "Water and sustainable development".[54]
· June 14 – A 6.9 magnitude earthquake in Iwate Prefecture, Japan, kills 12 and injures more than 400.[55]
July
· July 1 – Riots erupt in Mongolia in response to allegations of fraud surrounding the 2008 legislative elections.[56]
· July 2 – Íngrid Betancourt and 14 other hostages are rescued from FARC rebels by Colombian security forces.[57]
· July 10 – Apple Inc. launches the App Store with 500 apps available at launch.[58]
· July 11 – South Korea suspends all trips to North Korea's Mount Kumgang after a 53-year-old South Korean tourist is shot and killed by a North Korean sentry.[59]
· July 21 – Radovan Karadžić, the first president of the Republika Srpska, is arrested in Belgrade, Serbia, on allegations of war crimes, following a 12-year-long manhunt.[60]
August
· August 1
· India and United States sign the historic Civil Nuclear deal.
· Eleven mountaineers from international expeditions die on K2, the second-highest mountain on Earth, in the worst single accident in the history of K2 mountaineering.[61]
· August 6 – President Sidi Ould Cheikh Abdallahi of Mauritania is deposed in a military coup d'état.[62]
· August 7 – Georgia intervenes against Russian-backed separatists in its South-Ossetia and Abkhazia regions, causing Russia to invade Georgia and spark the Russo-Georgian war, the first major European land war of the 21st century.
· August 8–24 – The 2008 Summer Olympics take place in Beijing, China.[63]
· August 20 – Spanair Flight 5022 crashes at Madrid–Barajas Airport, killing 154 people on board.
September
· September 5 – Quentin Bryce becomes the first female Governor-General of Australia.[64]
· September 10 – The proton beam is circulated for the first time in the Large Hadron Collider, the world's largest and highest-energy particle accelerator, located at CERN, near Geneva, under the Franco-Swiss border.[65][66]
· September 12 – A train collision occurred in Chatsworth, California, when a Metrolink train and Union Pacific local collided head-on.
· September 13 – Hurricane Ike makes landfall as a category 2 hurricane in Texas, killing 113 and causing over $30 billion in damages.
· September 15 – Stocks fall sharply Monday on a triptych of Wall Street woe: Lehman Brothers' bankruptcy filing, Merrill Lynch's acquisition by Bank of America, and AIG's unprecedented request for short-term financing from the Federal Reserve.[67]
· September 20 – A suicide truck bomb explosion destroys the Marriott Hotel in Islamabad, Pakistan, killing at least 54 and injuring 266.[68][69][70]
· September 23 – HTC Dream, the first smartphone powered by Android, was launched.[71][72]
· September 28 – SpaceX Falcon 1 becomes the world's first privately developed space launch vehicle to successfully make orbit.[73][74]









