

CONTROL MUNDANE EVENTS RELATED TO VENUS-MARS (COMBUST) CYCLE
ABOUT 2 YEARS BEFORE THE CONJUNCTION

Control Period for 1707 CYCLE: 1705-1706
1705
January–March
· January 8 – George Frideric Handel's first opera, Almira, is premiered in Hamburg.
· January 31 – The Hester, a British 28-gun sailing ship with a crew of 70, is lost in Persia.[citation needed]
· February 7 – Twelfth siege of Gibraltar: Marshal René de Froulay de Tessé of the French Army supplements the Spanish forces of the Marquis of Villadarias and seizes control of a strategic fortress, the Round Tower, but the forces retreat after a counterattack kills 200 of their number in the retaking of the Tower.
· February 25 – George Frideric Handel's opera Nero premieres in Hamburg.[1]
· February 26 – Twelfth siege of Gibraltar: A French Navy fleet of 18 warships, commanded by Admiral Desjean, the Baron de Pointis arrives in the Bay of Gibraltar to aid the French and Spanish attempt to retake Gibraltar from England.
· March 8 – The Province of Carolina incorporates the town of Bath, making it the first incorporated town in modern-day North Carolina. The town becomes the political center and de facto capital of the northern portion of the Province of Carolina until Edenton is incorporated in 1722.
· March 14 – Queen Anne gives royal assent to the Parliament of England's Alien Act 1705, setting a deadline of December 25, 1705, for Scotland's parliament to authorize negotiations for a Treaty of Union with England to create the Kingdom of Great Britain and threatening that unless Scotland agrees to negotiate terms for union and accepts the Hanoverian succession by December 25, there would be a ban on the import of all Scottish staple products into England and Scots would also lose the privileges of Englishmen under English law – thus endangering rights to any property they held in England.[2][3]
· March 31 (March 20 O.S.) – The Twelfth siege of Gibraltar ends as a fleet of warships from the navies of England, Portugal and the Netherlands, commanded by English Admiral John Leake, arrives at the Bay of Gibraltar with 35 warships and English and Portuguese troops. In the battle that follows, five of the French Navy's ships are sunk and Admiral Desjean is seriously wounded, forcing the French and Spanish to retreat.
April–June
· April 5 – Anne, Queen of England dissolves the English House of Commons that had been elected in 1702, and orders new elections.
· April 9 – The Queen's Theatre is opened in London by John Vanbrugh and William Congreve, serving as an opera house, premiering with Gli amori di ergasto ("The Loves of Ergasto"), an Italian language opera by German composer Jakob "Giacomo" Greber. A theatre remains in operation on this site for more than 300 years, becoming Her Majesty's Theatre.[4]
· April 16 – Queen Anne of England honours Isaac Newton with the title of Knight Bachelor at Trinity College, Cambridge.[5]
· May 5 – Joseph I succeeds his father Leopold I as Holy Roman Emperor.[6]
· May 7 – 1705 English general election: Voting begins for 110 constituencies of the 513-member House of Commons of England (including Wales)
· June 6 – Voting ends in the English general election, with the Tories retaining their majority in the House of Commons but losing 38 seats, while the Whigs gain 49 seats. The balance in the 513 seats is 260 for the Tories, 233 for the Whigs, 20 for other candidates.
· June 20 – The Pact of Genoa is signed by representatives of England and the Spanish Principality of Catalonia as a military alliance providing for English troops to be stationed in Catalonia as part of the War of Spanish Succession.
July–September
· July 11 – José de Grimaldo, the Marquis of Grimaldo, becomes the head of government of Spain after being appointed by King Philip V as the Secretary of the Universal Bureau.
· July 14 – The newly-elected 2nd Parliament of Queen Anne in England, last to serve before the union with Scotland that produces Great Britain, is opened by the Queen.
· July 15 – Al-Husayn I ibn Ali becomes the first Bey of Tunis, founding the Husainid dynasty that rules Tunisia until the abolition of the monarchy in 1957.
· July 18 – War of the Spanish Succession: The Battle of Elixheim is fought near the city of Tienen (in modern-day Belgium). A troop of soldiers under the command of England's Duke of Marlborough kills 3,000 French troops under the command of the Duc de Valleroy and forces the retreat of the others, breaking the "Lines of Brabant". Because his soldiers have marched all night and then fought the battle over a full day, Marlborough is unable to send them in pursuit of Villeroy's troops.
· July 20 – The planet Mercury transits Jupiter, as seen by astronomers from Earth. The event happens again on October 4, 1708, but will not be seen again from Earth until October 27, 2088
· July 26 – Great Northern War: At the Battle of Gemauerthof, fought in modern-day Latvia, Swedish forces under the command of General Adam Ludwig Lewenhaupt overwhelm a much larger force of Russian troops commanded by Count Boris Sheremetev, killing 2,000 Russians and wounding as many as 3,000.
· July 31 – The Battle of Warsaw is fought near Warsaw, Poland, in the Great Northern War.
· August 16–18 – In an Atlantic tropical cyclone across Cuba and Florida, four ships are lost and there are many casualties.
· August 31–September 5 – War of the Spanish Succession: The Siege of Zoutleeuw is carried out by the alliance of Dutch, English, Scottish and Holy Roman Empire troops against the French-held fortress of Zoutleeuw (in modern-day Belgium).
· September 17 – First Javanese War of Succession: On the island of Java in the Dutch East Indies (modern-day Indonesia), Pakubuwono I becomes the new Sultan of Martaram, capturing Kartosuro and deposing Sultan Amangkurat III.
· September 20 – Francis II Rákóczi is proclaimed as the ruler of Hungary by independence activists in Szécsény who are opposed to the rule of the Habsburg successor to Leopold I, the Holy Roman emperor Joseph I.
· September 24 (O.S.) – Stanisław Leszczyński is crowned as King of Poland.
October–December
· c. October 3 – 31 people are killed in a colliery explosion at the Stony Flatt pit in Gateshead on Tyneside in England.[7]
· October 4 (N.S.) – Stanisław Leszczyński is crowned Stanisław I of Poland.
· November – In Williamsburg, capital of the Colony of Virginia in America, construction of the Capitol Building is completed.
· November 5 – The Dublin Gazette in Ireland publishes its first edition.
· November 15 – Battle of Zsibó: The Austrian-Danish forces defeat the Kurucs (Hungarians).
· November 16 – An annular solar eclipse is visible in the southern Atlantic Ocean.
· November 23 – The premiere of the play Ulysses by Nicholas Rowe takes place in London, starring Thomas Betterton.
· November 24 – An earthquake is recorded in Syria, northeast of Damascus.
· November 28 – The Treaty of Warsaw is concluded between the Swedish Empire and the faction of the Polish–Lithuanian Commonwealth loyal to Stanisław Leszczyński during the Great Northern War.
· December 13 – In the Battle of Saint Gotthard, the Hungarian army is victorious.
· December 21 – The Sophia Naturalization Act is passed by the Parliament of England, which naturalizes Sophia of Hanover (next in succession to the British throne) and the Protestant "issue of her body" as British subjects.[8]
· December 25 – In Munich, capital of Bavaria, 1,100 militiamen from the Oberland are killed during the Sendlinger Mordweihnacht after a failed attempt to break through several gates and capture a depot to seize better weaponry; many men are slaughtered by German federal infantry and Hungarian Hussars, despite their capitulation to Austrian officers.
· December 26 – Fateh Singh and Zorawar Singh, sons of Guru Gobind Singh, are murdered by Wazir Khan for refusing to convert to Islam, and become hallowed martyrs in Sikhism.
· December 29 – The premiere of the play Idoménée by Prosper Jolyot de Crébillon takes place in Paris.
Date unknown
· Construction begins on Blenheim Palace in Oxfordshire designed by John Vanbrugh for the Duke of Marlborough and partly funded by the Crown.[9] It is completed in 1724.
· Taichung City, Taiwan is founded as the village of Dadun.
· Edmond Halley publicly predicts the periodicity of Halley's Comet and computes its expected path of return in 1758.[10]
· With the interest paid from daimyō loans, the Konoike buy a tract of ponds and swampland, turn the land into rice paddies, and settle 480 households numbering perhaps 2,880 peasants on the land.
· The Shogunate confiscates the property of a merchant in Osaka "for conduct unbecoming a member of the commercial class". The government seizes 50 pairs of gold screens, 360 carpets, several mansions, 48 granaries and warehouses scattered around the country, and hundreds of thousands of gold piece

1706
January–March
· January 26
· War of Spanish Succession: The uprising by Bavarians against the occupation of the Electorate of Bavaria by Austrian troops ends after 75 days, and ends the plans of Maximilian, the Elector of Bavaria, to bring Bavaria under the rule of the House of Wittelsbach.
· Great Northern War – Battle of Grodno: A coalition of 34,000 Swedish and Polish troops besieges the then-Lithuanian city in the winter time, and clashes with 41,000 Russian and Saxon troops. After almost three months of fighting that lasts to April 10, Sweden takes control of the city, which is now located in Belarus.
· February 6 – The city of Albuquerque, New Mexico, is incorporated by governor Don Francisco Cuervo y Valdes as La Villa de Alburquerque in the Spanish colonial province of Santa Fe de Nuevo México in New Spain. Governor Cuervo sends a report on April 23 to the Spanish Crown and to New Spain's Governor, Francisco Fernández de la Cueva, 10th Duke of Alburquerque announcing that the new villa, consisting of 35 families and having a population of 252 adults, has been named in honor of the Duke.[1]
· February 13 – Great Northern War – Battle of Fraustadt: Outnumbered more than 4 to 1 in infantry troops, and more than 2 to 1 overall, Swedish troops under the command of General Carl Gustaf Rehnskiöld defeat a larger force of 20,000 Russian and Saxon infantry and cavalry.
· March 21 – Mary Channing, who was pregnant at the time that she was convicted of the murder of her husband, is burned at the stake at Dorset, in front of a crowd of 10,000 onlookers.
· March 27 – Concluding that Emperor Iyasus I of Ethiopia has abdicated by retiring to a monastery, a council of high officials appoint Tekle Haymanot I Emperor of Ethiopia.
· March 31 – The last Courts (parliament) of the Principality of Catalonia are finished; their dissolution is presided over by King Charles III of Spain.
April–June
· April 10 – The Battle of Grodno ends with a Swedish victory over Russian troops.
· April 27 – War of the Spanish Succession: After a siege of 14 days, a French and Spanish army fails to take control of Barcelona, which had been captured by Habsburg armies in 1705.
· May 12 – A total eclipse of the Sun takes place and is visible in most of Europe, with a path crossing modern-day Spain, France, Germany, Poland and Russia
· May 23 – War of the Spanish Succession – Battle of Ramillies: English, Dutch, German, Swiss and Scottish troops led by John Churchill, 1st Duke of Marlborough, defeat Franco-Bavarian forces in the Low Countries.
· June 9 – Frederick IV of Denmark-Norway sends the first two Protestant missionaries to India, dispatching Lutherans Heinrich Plütcshau and Bartholomeus Ziegenbalg to Denmark-Norway's colony in India, the Dansk Ostindien, based at Tharangambadi ("Tranquebar") in what is now the Tamil Nadu state.
· June 11 – In Tibet, Lha-bzang Khan, khan of the Khoshut, kills the regent and kidnaps the 6th Dalai Lama, Tsangyang Gyatso, and kills the Lama's regent.
· June 28 – War of the Spanish Succession: Troops dispatched from Portugal capture Madrid and proclaim the Habsburg dynasty's Archduke Charles of Austria to be the King Carlos III of Spain, after the Bourbon ruler, Philip V, has fled.
· June 29 – Flemish Jesuit missionary François Noël is welcomed in China by the Kangxi Emperor at the Forbidden City in Beijing, and discusses the Emperor's disdain over the disapproval of Jesuit accommodation of Confucian rites by the Roman Catholic Church.
July–September
· July 22 – The Treaty of Union between Scotland and England is agreed upon in London, for ratification by the national legislatures.[2]
· August 4 – War of the Spanish Succession: The Spanish Bourbon armies of King Philip V retake Madrid from the Portuguese and Habsburg Austria troops that had entered the city in June.
· August 18 – King Louis XIV of France makes his last visit to Paris, and gets an update on the construction of the veterans' hospital at the Dome des Invalides, which he had commissioned more than 35 years earlier.
· September 7 – War of the Spanish Succession – Battle of Turin: Forces of Austria and Savoy defeat the French near what is now the Italian city of Torino.
October–December
· October 13
· Augustus II, known as August der Starke (Augustus the Strong), Elector of Saxony, having ruled as King of Poland since 1706, signs the Treaty of Altranstädt (1706), renouncing all claims to the throne to settle his fight with Sweden during the Great Northern War.
· Iyasu I, Emperor of Ethiopia since 1682, is assassinated on the island of Tana, on orders of his son, Tekle Haymanot I, who has ruled in Iyasu's place. After being crowned as the new Emperor, Tekle Haymanot is stabbed to death in 1708 on orders of Iyasu's brother, Tewoflos.
· October – Twinings founder, Thomas Twining, opens the first known tea room at 216 Strand, London, still open as of 2025.[3][4][5]
· November 4 – The Parliament of Scotland votes, 116 to 83, to approve the merger of Scotland with England to form the Kingdom of Great Britain.[6]
· November 6 – A British attempt to conquer the Canary Islands fails when a fleet of 12 Royal Navy warships, commanded by Admiral John Jennings is forced to retreat after being met by a heavy artillery attack while sailing into Santa Cruz Bay
· November 15 – Five months after having been deposed from his position as the Dalai Lama, Tsangyang Gyatso disappears while in exile in Qinghai and is presumed to have been murdered.
· November 28 – The royal wedding of Prussia takes place in Berlin between the 18-year-old Crown Prince Friedrich Wilhelm and his bride Sophia Dorothea of Hanover, the 19-year-old daughter of the future King George I of Great Britain.
· December 9 – João V becomes the new King of Portugal upon the death of his father, Dom Pedro II, and begins a reign of 43 years.
· December 14 – Spanish General Alexandre Maître, Marquis de Bay leads the successful capture of Alcántara from Portugal
· December 31 – François Martin, the first Governor General of French India (now part of India's union territory of Puducherry), retires after seven years and is replaced by Pierre Dulivier.


Control Period for 1727 CYCLE: 1725-1726

1725
January–March
· January 1 – J. S. Bach leads the first performance of his chorale cantata Jesu, nun sei gepreiset, BWV 41, which features the trumpet fanfares from the beginning also in the end.[1][2]
· January 6 – J. S. Bach leads the first performance of Liebster Immanuel, Herzog der Frommen, BWV 123, a chorale cantata for Epiphany.[3]
· January 15 – James Macrae, a former captain of a freighter for the British East India Company, is hired by the Company to administer the Madras Presidency (at this time, the "Presidency of Fort St. George"), and begins major reforms. The area administered is most of Southern India, including what is now the Indian state of Andhra Pradesh, parts the states of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Telangana, Odisha and the union territory of Lakshadweep.
· January 20 – James Figg hosts the first recorded international boxing match, fought between English livestock drover Bob Whitaker and Venetian gondolier Alberto di Carni in London.[4][5]
· January 25 – The Spanish corsair Amaro Pargo receives the title of Hidalgo (nobleman).
· January – In Japan, the policy of the Gonin Gumi organizing groups of every five households in a town into units collectively responsible for the good behavior of everyone in the unit, goes into effect as the register of units is completed by the Tokugawa shogunate. [6]
· February 2 – J. S. Bach leads the first performance of his chorale cantata Mit Fried und Freud ich fahr dahin, BWV 125, based on Luther's paraphrase of the Nunc dimittis.[7]
· February 8 – (January 28 Old Style) Catherine I becomes Empress of Russia on the death of her husband, Peter the Great.[8]
· February 20 – The first reported case of white men scalping Native Americans takes place in New Hampshire colony.
· February 23 – J. S. Bach leads his Tafel-Music Shepherd Cantata for the birthday of Christian, Duke of Saxe-Weissenfels.[9]
· March 25 – Bach's chorale cantata Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern, BWV 1, is first performed on the Feast of the Annunciation, coinciding with Palm Sunday.[10]
· March 30 – The second performance of Johann Sebastian Bach's St John Passion, BWV 245 (including 5 movements from his Weimarer Passion), takes place at St. Thomas Church, Leipzig.
April–June
· April 1 – J. S. Bach's later Easter Oratorio in its first version is performed at the Nikolaikirche in Leipzig on Easter Sunday.[11]
· April 2 – J. S. Bach's cantata Bleib bei uns, denn es will Abend werden, BWV 6, is first performed in Leipzig on Easter Monday.[12]
· April 30 – Charles VI, Holy Roman Emperor and King Philip V of Spain sign the Treaty of Vienna.
· May 12 – The Black Watch is raised as a military company, as part of the pacification of the Scottish Highlands under General George Wade.[13]
· May 15 – Bach leads the first performance of his cantata Ich bin ein guter Hirt, BWV 85, about Jesus as the Good Shepherd.[14]
· May 21 – On the day of the grand wedding of her daughter Anna to the Duke of Holstein-Gottorp, Empress Catherine I of Russia creates the Order of Saint Alexander Nevsky
· May 24 – Jonathan Wild, fraudulent 'Thief-Taker General', is hanged at Tyburn in London, for actually aiding criminals.
· June 23 – The Malt tax riots begin in Scotland in Hamilton, South Lanarkshire, after the price of beer and scotch whisky increases. Earlier in the year, the British government extended the taxes in England on malted grain to brewers and distilleries in Scotland. The rioting then spreads throughout Scottish counties.
· June 24 – The Grand Lodge of Ireland in Dublin holds its first recorded meeting, making it the second most senior Grand Lodge in world Freemasonry, and the oldest in continuous existence.[15]
July–September
· July 8 – Mattheus de Haan becomes the new Governor-General of the Dutch East Indies (modern-day Indonesia), governing until his death on June 1, 1729 in Batavia (modern Jakarta).
· July 15 – Sir Richard Everard becomes the 4th Governor of North Carolina.
· August 15 – The civil marriage of King Louis XV of France and Princess Maria Leszczyńska of Poland is held at Strasbourg. The King is not present, and his cousin, the Duke of Orléans, serves as his proxy.
· August 19 – J. S. Bach leads the first performance of Lobe den Herren, den mächtigen König der Ehren, BWV 137, a cantata setting the unchanged text of Neander's hymn.[16]
· August 27 – At least 216 people die in the sinking of the Chameau, a ship of the French Navy, after the vessel is driven by a storm into rocks off of the coast of Nova Scotia. Reportedly, 180 bodies wash ashore near Louisbourg. The ship's cargo, which included a fortune in gold and silver coins, is discovered 240 years later in 1965.
· September 5 – The day after they meet for the first time, the wedding ceremony of King Louis and Marie takes place in Fontainebleau, making her the Queen Consort of France. Their marriage lasts for almost 43 years until her death in 1768.
· September 16 – The Treaty of Hanover is signed between Great Britain, France and Prussia.
October–December
· October 19 – Joan Paul Schaghen is appointed by the Dutch East India Company to serve as the Governor of Ceylon after the death of Johannes Hertenberg.
· October 23 – Russia dispatches 1,500 troops and 120 civilians to Russia's border with China, on a mission to survey the boundaries in order to make a treaty with the Chinese Empire. Serbian adventurer Sava Vladislavich leads a group of cartographers to prepare maps in advance of traveling on to Beijing.
· November 5 – The fourth and final treaty of the 1725 Peace of Vienna is signed to create an alliance between Austria and Spain.
· November 8 – The first newspaper in the Province of New York, the New-York Gazette, is introduced by William Bradford as a weekly publication.
· November 22 – Chief Chicagou of the Mitchigamea tribe, and chiefs of five other tribes of the Illini Confederation, are received as guests of King Louis XV in Paris. Chicagou pledges the Illini's support of the French presence in North America.
· November 26 – British astronomers James Bradley and Samuel Molyneux set up a telescope in Molyneux's private observatory to begin their observations of stellar parallax of the star Gamma Draconis.[17] The observations, which start on December 3, lead to Bradley's pioneering discovery of the aberration of light.
· December 12 – Johan Willem Ripperda of the Netherlands, the former Dutch Ambassador to Spain, arrives in Madrid and claims that King Philip V has appointed him as the new Prime Minister. The bluff is successful and he is granted authority by the King's advisers, but after four months, he is forced to resign.
· December 15 – A treaty is signed by chiefs of four member tribes of the Wabanaki Confederacy (the Abenaki, Pequawket, Mi'kmaq, Maliseet) and representatives of three British provinces in North America (Massachusetts Bay, New Hampshire and Nova Scotia) and their allies, the Mohawk nation, bringing an end to Dummer's War, named for acting Massachusetts Bay Governor William Dummer.
· December 25 – J. S. Bach leads the first performance of the Christmas cantata Unser Mund sei voll Lachens, BWV 110, making laughter audible in singing.[18]
Date unknown
· The Terengganu Sultanate is established at Terengganu Darul Iman (in modern Malaysia).
· A fire in Wapping, London, destroys 70 houses.
· In Qing dynasty China, 66 copies of a 5,020 volume-long encyclopedia, the Complete Classics Collection of Ancient China are printed, necessitating the crafting of 250,000 movable type characters cast in bronze.
· Freemasonry is established in France, as an English import.
· The Four Seasons, a set of violin concertos by Antonio Vivaldi, is published.
· Gradus ad Parnassum, a seminal work on counterpoint, laying out rules of constructing music, is published by Johann Joseph Fux.

1726
January–March
· January 1 – J. S. Bach leads the first performance of Herr Gott, dich loben wir, BWV 16, his church cantata for New Year's Day to a libretto by Georg Christian Lehms.[1]
· January 23 (January 12 Old Style) – The Conventicle Act (Konventikelplakatet) is adopted in Sweden, outlawing all non-Lutheran religious meetings outside of church services.
· January 26 – The First Treaty of Vienna is signed between Austria, the Holy Roman Empire and Spain, creating the Austro-Spanish Alliance in advance of a war against Great Britain.
· January 27 – On its maiden voyage, the Dutch East India Company frigate Aagtekerke departs from the Dutch Cape Colony on the second leg of its journey to the Dutch East Indies across the Indian Ocean and is never seen again. Aagtekerke carried a crew of 200 men.
· February 8 – The Supreme Privy Council is established in Russia.
· February 13 – The Parliament of Negrete (between Mapuche and Spanish authorities in Chile) brings an end to the Mapuche uprising of 1723–26.[2]
· March 2 – In London, a night watchman finds a severed head by the River Thames; it is later recognized to be that of the husband of Catherine Hayes. She and an accomplice are later executed.[3]
· March 10 – China's Yongzheng Emperor issues a special edict instructing his "Vice Minister of Punishments" Huang Bing to interrogate Qin Daoran, who provides the evidence that Yongzheng's brothers Yintang, Yin-ssu and Yin-ti, had conspired to overthrow the Emperor.[4]
· March 29 – The first large shipment of slaves is brought to New Orleans as the slave ship L'Aurore arrives with 290 black Africans captured in Gambia.[5] During the 90-day voyage from Gorée in Senegal, 60 of the slaves have died.
· March 30 – After King Haffon of the West African Kingdom of Whydah (in modern-day Benin) allows Portuguese traders to build the Fort of São João Baptista de Ajudá in the capital at Savi, mercenaries of the Dutch West India Company make a failed attempt to destroy the fort by "throwing two flaming spears over the walls". By 1726, traders from Britain, France, the Netherlands and Portugal are all competing to establish trade with Whydah, which supplies other West Africans to be used as slaves.
· March 31 – France's first ambassador to Russia, Jacques de Campredon, leaves after four years of trying to negotiate a Franco-Russian alliance with Catherine I and a failed attempt to arrange a marriage between King Louis XV and Catherine's daughter Elizabeth.[6]
April–June
· May 1 – Voltaire begins his exile in England.
· June 11 – André-Hercule de Fleury, recalled from exile by King Louis XV of France (his former pupil), forces banishment of Louis Henri, Duke of Bourbon, the Prime Minister, and the Duke's mistress Madame de Prie from court. Financier Jean Pâris de Monmartel is also removed from his position as Guard of the Royal Treasury.
July–September
· August 7 – English-born pirate Nicholas Brown is captured near Xtabi, Jamaica.
· September 6 – An explosion kills all but seven of the 700 passengers and crew on the Portuguese Navy galleon HMFMS Santa Rosa as its cargo of gunpowder blows up. Historians speculate that of the 693 people on the ship, those who weren't killed by the explosion drowned or were killed by sharks as the ship went down off of the coast of Recife.
· September 11 – French bishop André-Hercule de Fleury, later Prime Minister for King Louis XV of France, is made a Roman Catholic Cardinal by Pope Benedict XIII.
· September 14 – The Nanfan Treaty of July 19, 1701 between the Iroquois Confederacy and the British Province of New York, is amended by both parties.
· September 16 – An earthquake strikes Sicily and kills 226 people in Palermo.[7]
· September 23 – Charles VI, Holy Roman Emperor, issues an order limiting the number of Jews who can be legally recognized as legitimate householders.[8]
· September 24 – Permission to celebrate the feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, celebrated on July 17, is extended by Pope Benedict XIII to the entire Roman Catholic Church.[9]
October–December
· October 1 – Juan Bautista de Orendáin y Azpilicueta is appointed again as Secretary of the Universal Bureau (Secretario del Despacho), the equivalent of the Prime Minister of Spain, after the retirement of José de Grimaldo.
· October 5 – Grigore II Ghica becomes the Prince of Moldavia for the first time after Mihai Racoviță steps aside.
· October 27 – J. S. Bach leads the first performance of Ich will den Kreuzstab gerne tragen, BWV 56, one of the few works he calls a cantata.[10]
· November 8 (October 28 Old Style) – Jonathan Swift's satirical novel Gulliver's Travels is first published (anonymously) in London; it sells out within a week.
· November 20 – Callinicus, Metropolitan of Heraclea dies suddenly only one day after being elected the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, the highest office in the Eastern Orthodox Church. Callinicus is said to have paid a record fee to the Ottoman Sultan to guarantee his appointment.
· November – Mary Toft allegedly gives birth to 16 rabbits in England; the story is later revealed to be a hoax.
· December 24 – The settlement of Montevideo is founded by the Spaniards in the Viceroyalty of Peru.
Date unknown
· Late 1726 – Nader Shah recaptures Mashhad.[11]
· Muhammad bin Saud becomes head of the House of Saud.
· The Complete Classics Collection of Ancient China, an immense Chinese encyclopedia, is printed using copper-based movable type printing.
· The remaining ruins of Liverpool Castle in England are finally demolished.

Control Period for 1739 CYCLE: 1737-1738

1737
January–March
· January 5 – Spain and the Holy Roman Empire sign instruments of cession at Pontremoli in the Grand Duchy of Tuscany in Italy, with the Empire receiving control of Tuscany and the Grand Duchy of Parma and Piacenza, in return for Don Carlos of Spain being recognized as King of Naples and King of Sicily.[1]
· January 9 – The Empires of Austria and Russia enter into a secret military alliance that leads to Austria's disastrous entry into the Russo-Turkish War.[2]
· January 18 – In Manila, a peace treaty is signed between Spain's Governor-General of the Philippines, Fernándo Valdés y Tamon, and the Sultan Azim ud-Din I of Sulu, recognizing Azim's authority over the islands of the Sulu Archipelago.[3][4]
· February 20 – France's Foreign Minister, Germain Louis Chauvelin, is dismissed by King Louis XV's Chief Minister, Cardinal André-Hercule de Fleury
· February 27 – French scientists Henri-Louis Duhamel du Monceau and Georges-Louis Leclerc de Buffon publish the first study correlating past weather conditions with an examination of tree rings.[5]
· March 16 – In Paris, representatives of Spain and Portugal sign an armistice bringing an end to the Spanish–Portuguese War over the area now occupied by the nation of Uruguay and the area now occupied by the state of Rio Grande do Sul in Brazil. The news does not reach the fighting parties until five months later.[6]
· March 28 – The Battle of Delhi takes place between the Maratha Empire and the Mughals.
April–June
· April 5 – French Jesuit priest Jean-François Régis is canonized as Saint Regis by the Roman Catholic Church under the reign of Pope Clement XII.
· April 22
· In Afghanistan, Persian shah Nader Shah begins the 11-month Siege of Kandahar against the Pashtun Emir of Afghanistan, Hussain Hotak.[7] The surviving Afghanis surrender on March 24, 1738.
· Lots are first advertised for sale in the new town of Richmond, Virginia, by the placement of a notice by William Byrd in the Virginia Gazette. According to the paper, "... on the North Side of James River, near the Uppermost Landing, and a little below the Falls, is lately laid off by Major Mayo, a Town, called Richmond, with Streets 65 Feet wide, in a pleasant and healthy Situation, and well supply'd with Springs of good Water. It lies near the Publick Warehouse at Shoccoe's, and in the midst of great Quantities of Grain, and all kind of Provisions. The Lots will be granted in Fee Simple, on Condition only of building a House in Three Years Time, of 24 by 16 Feet, fronting within 5 Feet of the Street. The Lots to be rated according to the Convenience of their Situation, and to be sold after this April General Court, by me, William Byrd."[8]
· May 28 – The planet Venus passes in front of Mercury. The event is witnessed during the evening hours, by the amateur astronomer John Bevis, at the Royal Greenwich Observatory. As of 2006, it is still the only such planet/planet occultation that has been directly observed.
· June 21 – In Britain, the Theatrical Licensing Act requires plays to be submitted to the Lord Chamberlain for censorship.
· June 30 – Russo-Turkish War, 1735-1739: Russian forces under Field Marshal Munnich storm the Ottoman fortress of Ochakov, and take prisoner 4,000 Turks.
July–September
· July 9 – The direct male line of the Medici family becomes extinct, with the death of Gian Gastone de' Medici, Grand Duke of Tuscany.
· July 12 – Austria enters the Russo-Turkish War as an ally of Russia against the Ottoman Empire.[9]
· July 17 – The British ship Catherine founders in a storm off of Nova Scotia's Cape Sable Island during its voyage from Ireland to Boston, killing 98 of the 201 people on board.
· August 4 – Austria's army is defeated by the Ottoman Army and Bosnian defenders in the Battle of Banja Luka.
· August 15 – The Portuguese frigate Nossa Senhora da Boa Viagem arrives at Maldonado (now in Uruguay) as Captain Duarte Pereira brings the news that the Spanish–Portuguese War ended by an agreement signed on March 16.[6]
· September 1 – The oldest existing English language newspaper in the world, The News Letter, is founded in Belfast, Ireland.
· September 20 – Runner Edward Marshall completes his journey in the Walking Purchase, forcing the cession of 1,200,000 acres (4,900 km2) of Lenape-Delaware tribal land to the Province of Pennsylvania.
October–December
· October 7 – At least 300,000 people are killed when a tropical cyclone strikes the Bay of Bengal in India and modern-day Bangladesh. The storm sends 12 m (39 ft) high waves over the Sundarbans delta, and overflows the Hooghly River.[10]
· October 11 – The first national stage in Sweden opens, when Carl Gyllenborg's play Den svenska sprätthöken is performed in the Swedish language, by the first native actors, on the stage of Bollhuset in Stockholm.[11]
· October 16 – An earthquake with an estimated magnitude of 9.3 occurs off the shore of Russia's Kamchatka Peninsula. Tsunamis up to 60 metres (200 ft) high follow in the Pacific ocean.[12]
· November 4 – The Teatro di San Carlo, the oldest working opera house in Europe, is inaugurated in Naples, Italy.
· December 24 – General Baji Rao I of the Maratha Empire in India defeats the armies of the rulers of Hyderabad, Oudh, Bhopal and Jaipur in the Battle of Bhopal.
· December – John Wesley leaves Savannah, Georgia, and returns to England.
Date unknown
· Benjamin Franklin creates the Philadelphia Police Force – the first city-paid force.
· The Georg August University of Göttingen in Lower Saxony is opened to students.
· Our Lady of Guadalupe is designated the patron saint of Mexico City.
· Lancaster County Prison, Lancaster, Pennsylvania is first constructed, in response to the seven preceding violent years of the ongoing Cresap's War in the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary dispute and war.

1738
January–March
· January 1 – At least 664 African slaves drown when the Dutch West Indies Company slave ship Leusden capsizes and sinks in the Maroni River during its arrival in Surinam. The Dutch crew escapes, and leaves the slaves locked below decks to die.[1]
· January 3 – George Frideric Handel's opera Faramondo is given its first performance.[2]
· January 7 – After the Maratha Empire of India wins the Battle of Bhopal over the Jaipur State, Jaipur cedes the Malwa territory to the Maratha in a treaty signed at Doraha.[3]
· February 4 – Court Jew Joseph Süß Oppenheimer is executed in Württemberg.
· February 11 – Jacques de Vaucanson stages the first demonstration of an early automaton, The Flute Player at the Hotel de Longueville in Paris, and continues to display it until March 30.[4]
· February 20 – The Swedish Levant Company is founded.
· March 28 – Mariner Robert Jenkins presents a pickled ear, which he claims was cut off by a Spanish captain in the Caribbean in 1731, to the Parliament of Great Britain, which votes, 257 to 209, for war against Spain, leading to the War of Jenkins' Ear the following year.[5]
· March/April – Battle of the Dindar River: Emperor Iyasu II of Ethiopia is defeated by the Funj people.
April–June
· April 15 – Serse, an Italian opera by George Frideric Handel, premieres in London.
· April 18 – Spain's Royal Academy of History (Real Academia de la Historia) is established by decree of King Philip V of Spain.[6]
· April 28 – Pope Clement XII issues the papal bull In eminenti apostolatus, prohibiting Roman Catholics from being members of Masonic societies.[7]
· May 4 – The Imperial Theatrical School, in modern times known as Vaganova Academy of Russian Ballet, is founded under the reign of Empress Anna.[8] It is the first ballet school in Russia and second in the world.
· May 24 – John Wesley, newly returned from America, experiences a spiritual rebirth at a Moravian Church meeting in Aldersgate, in the City of London, essentially launching the Methodist movement; the day is celebrated annually by Methodists as Aldersgate Day (his younger brother Charles had a similar experience three days earlier).
· May 25 – The military phase of Cresap's War between the British North American Provinces of Maryland and Pennsylvania is ended when King George II of Great Britain negotiates a cease-fire.
· June 24 – British inventor Lewis Paul receives a patent for roller cotton-spinning machinery.[9]
· June 27 – The Spanish Empire's Council of the Indies votes, 6 to 4, to re-establish the Viceroyalty of New Granada, incorporating modern-day Colombia, Ecuador, Venezuela and Panama.[10] King Philip V issues the order on August 20, 1738.
July–September
· July 1 – English metallurgist William Champion is granted a patent for his process of extracting zinc from other materials in a furnace.[11]
· July 10 – Thomas Pellow of Cornwall finally escapes captivity, 23 years after having been captured by Barbary pirates and held as a slave in Morocco. He arrives in British territory when the ship he is on sails into Gibraltar Bay on July 21, and later recounts his story in the book The Adventures of Thomas Pellow, of Penryn, Mariner: Three and Twenty Years in Captivity Among the Moors.[12]
· August 10 – Russo-Turkish War (1735–1739): The Russian army begins its attempt to cross the Dniester River and fails after three weeks; it is later decimated by plague.[13]
· September 18 – Samuel Johnson composes his first solemn prayer (published 1785).
October–December
· October 22 – The excavation of Herculaneum, a Roman city buried by Vesuvius in AD 79, begins near the Italian city of Resina on orders from King Charles III of Spain to his engineer, Rocque Joaquin de Alcubierre.[14]
· November 18 – The Treaty of Vienna is ratified, ending the War of the Polish Succession. Under the terms of the treaty, Stanisław Leszczyński receives Lorraine in exchange for renouncing the Polish throne.
· December 27 – After setting off from Rotterdam in August with 240 immigrants to America, the British ship Princess Augusta is wrecked near Block Island off of the coast of the colony of Rhode Island.[15] During the voyage, 200 passengers and seven crew die from illness spread by contaminated water. Another 20 die after the crew leaves and rows to shore. The wreck later becomes the subject of the legend of the "Palatine Light" ghost ship and of John Greenleaf Whittier's 1867 poem "The Palatine".
Date unknown
· China's Qing government announces that all western businessmen have to use the Cohong in Guangzhou to trade.
· Pierre Louis Maupertuis publishes Sur la figure de la terre, which confirms Newton's view that the earth is an oblate spheroid, slightly flattened at the poles.
· Black Forest clockmaker Franz Ketterer produces one of the earliest cuckoo clocks.
· Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach, having completed a law degree, is hired as a court musician by Crown Prince Frederick of Prussia, the future Frederick the Great (Bach will remain in Frederick's service until 1768).
· Holy Royal Arch is founded.
· Rémy Martin is granted exclusive permission by King Louis XV to plant new vineyards, for impressing him with the quality of his cognac.[16]

Control Period for 1812 CYCLE: 1810-1811

1810
January–March
· January 1 – Major-General Lachlan Macquarie officially becomes Governor of New South Wales.[1]
· January 4 – Australian seal hunter Frederick Hasselborough discovers Campbell Island, in the Subantarctic.[2]
· January 12 – The marriage of Napoleon and Joséphine is annulled.[3]
· February 13 – After seizing Jaén, Córdoba, Seville and Granada, Napoleonic troops enter Málaga under the command of General Horace Sebastiani.
· February 17 – Napoleon Bonaparte decrees that Rome would become the second capital of the French Empire.
· February 20 – Tyrolean rebel leader Andreas Hofer is executed.
· March 11 – Napoleon marries Marie-Louise of Austria by proxy in Vienna.[4]
April–June
· April 2 – Napoleon Bonaparte marries Marie Louise of Austria, Duchess of Parma, in person, in Paris.[5]
· April 19 – Venezuela achieves home rule: Vicente Emparán, Governor of the Captaincy General of Venezuela, is removed by the people of Caracas, and Supreme Junta is installed. Venezuela is the first South American state to proclaim independence from Spain.
· April 27 – Beethoven composes his famous piano piece, Für Elise.[6]
· May 1 – Macon's Bill Number 2 becomes law in the United States, intending to motivate Britain and France to stop seizing American vessels during the Napoleonic Wars.
· April – Kaumualii receives an assurance of the continued independence of the Kingdom of Hawaii.[7]
· May 3 – Lord Byron swims across the Hellespont in Turkey.[8]
· May 10 – Rev. Henry Duncan opens the world's first commercial savings bank, in Ruthwell, Scotland.[9]
· May 16 – Johann Wolfgang von Goethe publishes his book Zur Farbenlehre (Theory of Colours).[10]
· May 18–25 – May Revolution: Armed citizens of Buenos Aires expel the Viceroy and establish a provincial government for Argentina (the Primera Junta). Baltasar Hidalgo de Cisneros is removed.
· June 7 – Argentina's new junta publishes the country's first newspaper, the Gazeta de Buenos-Ayres, edited by Mariano Moreno.
· June 23 – John Jacob Astor forms the Pacific Fur Company.
· June – Nicolas Appert publishes L'art de conserver pendant plusieurs années toutes les substances animales ou végétales, the first description of modern food preservation using airtight containers.
July–September
· July 9
· Napoleon dissolves the Kingdom of Holland, ruled by his younger brother Louis, and annexes the country into the French Empire.[11]
· Russia acquires Sukhumi through a treaty with the Abkhazian dukes, and declares a protectorate over the whole of Abkhazia.[12]
· July 11 – Frederick Hasselborough discovers Macquarie Island, in the subantarctic.[13][14]
· July 20 – Patria Boba: A junta of seven patriots, led by José Acevedo y Gómez, assemble in Bogotá in the Viceroyalty of New Granada (modern-day Colombia), to declare its independence from the Spanish Empire. The first South American nation to break away from Spain as the third oldest independent republic state after Haiti.
· July 24 – Paraguay governor Bernardo de Velasco and the Cabildo of Asunción declare their loyalty to Ferdinand VII to Spain and break up their relationship with Buenos Aires.
· August 2 – In Quito, Ecuador, 200 citizens are slaughtered in the Royal barracks and the surrounding streets, by royalist troops.
· August 6 – The city of Santa Cruz de Mompox, in modern-day Colombia, declares independence from the Spanish Empire.
· August 20–27 – Battle of Grand Port: The French defeat a Royal Navy frigate squadron attempting to blockade a harbour on Isle de France (Mauritius).
· August 21 – Jean Baptiste Bernadotte, Marshal of France, is elected Crown Prince of Sweden, by the Swedish Riksdag of the Estates.[15]
· September 8 – The Tonquin sets sail from New York Harbor, with 33 employees of John Jacob Astor's newly created Pacific Fur Company on board. After a six-month journey around the tip of South America, the ship arrives at the mouth of the Columbia River, and Astor's men establish the fur-trading town of Astoria.
· September 16 – Grito de Dolores: Miguel Hidalgo, a Catholic priest from Guanajuato, incites the revolt that becomes the Mexican War of Independence.
· September 18 – Chile forms its First National Junta, which is the country's first step towards its independence.
· September 22 – Manuel Belgrano prepares his invasion to the Provincia del Paraguay.
· September 23 – The Republic of West Florida declares independence from Spain.
· September 26 – A new Act of Succession is adopted by the Riksdag of the Estates, and Jean Baptiste Bernadotte becomes heir to the Swedish throne.
October–December
· October – King George III of the United Kingdom is deemed permanently insane.[16]
· October 12 – First Oktoberfest: Bavarian royalty invites the citizens of Munich to join the celebration of the marriage of Crown Prince Ludwig of Bavaria, to Princess Therese of Saxe-Hildburghausen.
· October 27 – The United States annexes the Republic of West Florida.
· November 2 – A peace treaty in Haiti confirms its division between the northern State of Haiti, ruled autocratically by the gen de couleur Henri Christophe, and the southern Republic, ruled by mulatto Alexandre Pétion.[17]
· November 17 – Anglo-Swedish War (1810–12): Sweden declares war on the United Kingdom.
· November 29–December 3 – Invasion of Isle de France: British forces force the French to surrender Isle de France (Mauritius).
· December 20 – Manuel Belgrano crosses the Paraná River to Itapúa Department, starting his invasion of Paraguay.
· December 22 – British ship of the line HMS Minotaur (1793) is wrecked on Texel in the West Frisian Islands with the loss of 500 lives.
· December 27 – Chartered British East Indiaman Elizabeth is wrecked off Dunkirk with the loss of more than 360 lives, many of them lascar seamen.
Date unknown
· Amadou Lobbo initiates his jihad, in present-day Mali.
· Ching Shih and Cheung Po Tsai surrender their pirate fleet to the Chinese government.
· 4,500 chests of opium are sold in China.

1811
January–March
· January 8 – An unsuccessful slave revolt is led by Charles Deslondes, in St. Charles and St. James Parishes, Louisiana.[1][2]
· January 17 – Mexican War of Independence – Battle of Calderón Bridge: A heavily outnumbered Spanish force of 6,000 troops defeats nearly 100,000 Mexican revolutionaries.
· January 22 – The Casas Revolt begins in San Antonio, Spanish Texas.[3]
· February 5 – British Regency: George, Prince of Wales becomes prince regent, because of the perceived insanity of his father, King George III of the United Kingdom.
· February 19 – Peninsular War – Battle of the Gebora: An outnumbered French force under Édouard Mortier routs and nearly destroys the Spanish, near Badajoz, Spain.
· March 1 – Citadel Massacre in Cairo: Egyptian ruler Muhammad Ali kills the last Mamluk leaders.
· March 5 – Peninsular War – Battle of Barrosa: A French attack fails, on a larger Anglo-Portuguese-Spanish force attempting to lift the Siege of Cádiz in Spain.
· March 13 – Battle of Lissa: The British fleet defeats the French.
· March 22 – The Commissioners' Plan for Manhattan is presented.
· March 25 – The Great Comet of 1811 is discovered by Honoré Flaugergues.
· March 27 – Battle of Anholt: The British Navy defeats Denmark.
· March 28 – Henri Christophe is proclaimed King Henri I, turning the northern State of Haiti into the Kingdom of Haiti.
April–June
· April 5–6 – Revolutionary riots occur in Buenos Aires.
· May 14 – Paraguay declares independence from the Spanish Empire (recognised May 15).[4][5]
· May 16 – Peninsular War – Battle of Albuera: Spain, Portugal and Great Britain defeat the French.
· May 18 – Battle of Las Piedras near Las Piedras, Banda Oriental: The independentists of Uruguay gain their first victory.
· June 10 – A volcanic eruption briefly creates Sabrina Island (Azores).
· June 15 – The Klågerup riots erupt in Sweden.
· June 19 – The Carlton House Fête is held at the Prince Regent's London residence Carlton House to celebrate the establishment of the Regency era.
July–September
· July 5 – Venezuela declares its Independence from the Spanish Empire.[6]
· July 9 – The Great Podil fire breaks out in Kiev, Ukraine.[7]
· July 9 – British explorer David Thompson posts a notice at the confluence of the Columbia and Snake Rivers (in modern-day Washington), claiming the area for the United Kingdom.
· July 11 – The Russian Empire removes Anton II, Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia, from his office, placing a Russian-appointed bishop at the head of the Georgian church.
· July 14
· Italian scientist Amedeo Avogadro publishes his memoir about the molecular content of gases.
· David Thompson reaches the mouth of the Columbia River, finding Fort Astoria under construction.
· July 26 – Forest fires break out in the Tyrol region of Switzerland, reportedly destroying 64 villages and hamlets.[8]
· July 30 – Mexican War of Independence: Priest and military leader Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla is executed as a rebel, by the Spanish government of New Spain.[9]
· August 3 – Jungfrau, the third highest summit in the Bernese Alps, is first ascended.[10]
· September – Nathan of Breslov leads the first annual Rosh Hashana kibbutz (pilgrimage) of Breslov Hasidim, to the grave of Rabbi Nachman of Breslov in Uman, Ukraine.
October–December
· October 11 – Inventor John Stevens' boat, the Juliana, begins operation as the first steam-powered ferry service, between New York City and Hoboken, New Jersey.
· October 17 – The silver deposits of Agua Amarga in Chile are discovered becoming, in the following years, instrumental for the Patriots to finance the Chilean War of Independence.[11]
· October 23 – José Gervasio Artigas and 16,000 orientales leave the Banda Oriental del Uruguay, to go into exile.
· October 26 – The Argentine Government declares freedom of expression for the press.
· November 4 – Luddite uprisings, in which workers destroy industrial machines, begin in northern England and the Midlands. According to one historian, "The first attack on textile machines by men who used the name 'General Ludd' and called themselves his followers, was on the night of 4th November 1811 in the village of Bulwell, four miles north of Nottingham, when a small band of men gathered in the darkness and marched to the home of a master weaver called Hollingsworth," then destroyed six of his weaving machines.[12]
· November 7 – Battle of Tippecanoe: American troops led by William Henry Harrison defeat the Native American spiritual leader Tenskwatawa, also known as The Prophet (Chief Tecumseh's brother).
· November 17 – José Miguel Carrera, Chilean founding father, is sworn in as President of the executive Junta of the government of Chile.
· December 2 – Reverend Samuel Marsden sends the first commercial shipment of wool from New South Wales to England.
· December 16 – The New Madrid earthquake in the Mississippi Valley, near New Madrid, reverses the course of the river for a while. Other earthquakes along the fault occur on January 23, 1812 and February 7, 1812.
· December 21 – The first Constitution of the Republic of Venezuela, after it declares its independence from Spain, goes into effect.
· December 26 – The Richmond Theatre fire in Virginia kills 72 people, including the Governor of Virginia George William Smith and the president of the First National Bank of Virginia, Abraham B. Venable.[8]
Date unknown
· The Red River Colony is founded in Manitoba, Canada.[13]
· Iodine was discovered by French chemist Bernard Courtois.
· The first novel by Jane Austen, Sense and Sensibility, was published.

Control Period for 1863 CYCLE: 1861-1862
1861
January
· January 1
· Benito Juárez captures Mexico City.
· The first steam-powered carousel is recorded, in Bolton, England.[1]
· January 2 – Friedrich Wilhelm IV of Prussia dies, and is succeeded by Wilhelm I.[2]
American Civil War:
· 
· January 3 – Delaware votes not to secede from the Union.
· January 9 – Mississippi becomes the second state to secede from the Union.
· January 10 – Florida secedes from the Union.
· January 11 – Alabama secedes from the Union.
· January 12 – Major Robert Anderson sends dispatches to Washington.
· January 19 – Georgia secedes from the Union.
· January 21 – Jefferson Davis resigns from the United States Senate.
· January 26 – Louisiana secedes from the Union.
· January 29 – Kansas is admitted as the 34th U.S. state, being admitted as a free state.[3]
· January 31 – Kukis raid the Chhagalnaiya plains in eastern Bengal, murdering and kidnapping hundreds of people, particularly women.[4]
February
American Civil War:
· 
· February 1 – Texas secedes from the Union.
· February 4 – In Montgomery, Alabama, the Provisional Confederate States Congress is formed by representatives from the first seven break-away states.
· February 8 – The Confederate States of America are formed, comprising the first seven break-away States.
· February 9 – Jefferson Davis is elected Provisional President of the Confederate States of America, by the Weed Convention at Montgomery, Alabama.
· February 11
· American Civil War: The U.S. House unanimously passes a resolution, guaranteeing non-interference with slavery in any state.
· About 850 convicts at Chatham Dockyard in England take over their prison in a riot.[5]
· February 13 – Unification of Italy: The Siege of Gaeta, stronghold of the Neapolitan King Francis II, is ended by Piedmontese forces. Francis goes into exile.
· February 18 – American Civil War: In Montgomery, Alabama, Jefferson Davis is inaugurated as the provisional president of the Confederate States of America.
· February 20 – In Britain, storms damage the Crystal Palace and cause the collapse of the steeple of Chichester Cathedral.[6]
· February 21 – Mariehamn, the capital of Åland, is founded.[7]
· February 23 – President-elect Abraham Lincoln arrives secretly in Washington, D.C. in light of suspicions of a conspiracy in Baltimore to kill him.
· February 24 – Battle of Ky Hoa: the French and the Spanish defeat the Vietnamese.[8]
· February 27 – Russian troops fire upon a crowd in Warsaw protesting Russian rule over Poland, killing 5 protesters.
· February 28 – Colorado is organized as a United States territory.
· March 2
· Nevada is organized as a United States territory.
· American Civil War: Texas is admitted to the Confederate States of America.
March
· March 3 (February 19 O.S.) – Emancipation reform of 1861: Alexander II abolishes serfdom in the Russian Empire.
March 4: Lincoln inaugurated March 4: Confederate flag 
· March 4
· Abraham Lincoln is sworn in as the 16th president of the United States.[9]
· American Civil War: The "Stars and Bars" is adopted as the flag of the Confederate States of America.
· March 10 – El Hadj Umar Tall seizes the city of Ségou, destroying the Bamana Empire of Mali.
· March 11 – American Civil War: The Constitution of the Confederate States of America is adopted.
· March 13 – Tsushima incident: The Russian corvette Posadnik arrives at Tsushima Island in the Korea Strait, Japan, provoking a reaction from the Japanese Shogunate.
· March 17 – Unification of Italy: The Kingdom of Italy is proclaimed by the new Parliament, with Victor Emmanuel II of Piedmont-Sardinia becoming its king.
· March 19 – The First Taranaki War ends in New Zealand.
· March 20
· Unification of Italy: The surrender of Civitella del Tronto ends the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies.
· An earthquake completely destroys Mendoza, Argentina.
· March 21 – Alexander Stephens, Vice President of the Confederacy, gives the infamous Cornerstone Speech in Savannah, Georgia, in which he declares that slavery is the natural condition of blacks, and the foundation of the Confederacy.
· March 28 – Confederate Arizona: A convention in modern-day Tucson ratifies the ordinance of secession of the southern part of New Mexico Territory.
· March 30 – Discovery of the chemical elements: British chemist William Crookes announces his discovery of thallium.
April
· April 7 – A population census is taken in the United Kingdom. The population is more than double that of 1801 and those living in urban areas are in a majority.
American Civil War:
· 
· April 12 – The American Civil War begins with the bombardment of Fort Sumter, South Carolina.
· April 13 – Fort Sumter surrenders to Southern forces.April 12–13: Fort Sumter
· April 15 – President Abraham Lincoln issues a Proclamation calling for 75,000 men to confront in the South, "combinations too powerful to be suppressed in the ordinary way".
· April 17 – The state of Virginia secedes from the Union.
· April 20 – Robert E. Lee resigns his commission in the United States Army, in order to command the forces of the state of Virginia.
· April 24 (N.S.) – Bezdna unrest: Bezdna in Russia is the scene of a peasant uprising; the military open fire and about 90 are killed.[10]
· April 25 – American Civil War: The Union Army arrives in Washington, D.C.
· April 26 – Giovanni Schiaparelli discovers the asteroid 69 Hesperia.
· April 27 – American Civil War: President Abraham Lincoln suspends the writ of habeas corpus in the United States.
May
American Civil War:
· 
· May 6 – Arkansas secedes from the Union.
· May 7 – Tennessee secedes from the Union.
· May 8 – Richmond, Virginia, is named the capital of the Confederate States of America.
· May 10 – The Royal Seminary is granted its constitution as the first public institution of higher academic learning open to women in Sweden.
· May 13
· North Star affair: The British merchant ship North Star leaves Hong Kong for Nagasaki, Japan. Chinese pirates board the vessel, kill an officer, and escape with a large quantity of gold.[11]
· American Civil War: Queen Victoria of the United Kingdom issues a "proclamation of neutrality", which recognizes the breakaway states as having belligerent rights.
· Comet C/1861 J1 (the "Great Comet of 1861") is discovered from Australia.
·  
· May 14 – The Canellas meteorite, an 859 gram chondrite type meteorite, strikes Earth near Barcelona, Spain.
· May 17
· A 7-day working men's package holiday to Paris, organised by Thomas Cook, sets out from London Bridge station.[12]
· Scottish-born physicist James Clerk Maxwell demonstrates the principle of permanent three-colour photography in a lecture at the Royal Institution in London using a photograph captured by Thomas Sutton.[13]
· May 20 – American Civil War:
· Kentucky proclaims its neutrality, which lasts until September 3, when Confederate forces enter the state.
· North Carolina secedes from the Union.
· May 21 – Russian sailors clash with a group of Japanese samurai and farmers at Tsushima Island.[14]
· May 23 – American Civil War: The state of Virginia's ordinance of secession from the United States is ratified in a referendum.
· May 29 – The Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce is established.
· May 31 – The Perpetual Truce of Peace and Friendship is signed between Bahrain and the United Kingdom.
June
· June 9 – Règlement Organique: With the approval of European powers, the Mount Lebanon Mutasarrifate is established as a semi-autonomous sub-division separate from the Sidon Eyalet. An Ottoman Armenian, Davud Pasha, is appointed Mutasarrıf by the Ottoman Sultan.
· June 15 – Benito Juárez is formally elected President of Mexico; he temporarily stops the payments of foreign debt.
· June 22 – Tooley Street fire breaks out and takes the life of James Braidwood, first superintendent of the London Fire Brigade.
· June 25 – Abdülmecid I, Sultan of the Ottoman Empire (1839–1861) dies and is succeeded by Abdülaziz (1861–1876). 
· June 30 – Lambing Flat riots: White miners attack Chinese in the Australian goldfields.[15]
July
· July 1
· The first issue of the Vatican's newspaper L'Osservatore Romano is published.
· Taiping Rebellion: Battle of Shanghai – French and Imperial Chinese troops defeat Taiping forces.
· In Cologne, the Wallraf–Richartz Museum of art opens.
· July 2 – Ivan Kasatkin lands on Hakodate, and introduces the Eastern Orthodox Church into Japan.
· American Civil War:
· July 12 – The Confederate States sign a Treaty with Choctaws and Chickasaws in Indian Territory.
· July 13 – The Battle of Corrick's Ford takes place in western Virginia.
· July 21 – First Battle of Bull Run – At Manassas Junction, Virginia, the first major battle of the war ends in a Confederate victory.
· July 25 – The Crittenden–Johnson Resolution is passed by the U.S. Congress, stating that the war is being fought to preserve the Union, and not to end slavery.
· July 26 – George B. McClellan assumes command of the Army of the Potomac, following the disastrous Union defeat at the First Battle of Bull Run.
August
· August 1 – The first public weather forecast: measured and predicted correctly by Admiral Robert FitzRoy in Britain.
· August 5 – American Civil War:
· In order to help pay for the war effort, the United States government issues the first income tax as part of the Revenue Act of 1861 (3% of all incomes over US$800; rescinded in 1872).
· The U.S. Army abolishes flogging.
· August 6 – Lagos Treaty of Cession between the British Empire and Dosunmu, Oba of Lagos, by which the latter, under threat of military bombardment, cedes Lagos Island to Britain, whilst retaining his title and powers, subject to English law, and allowing the British Royal Navy's West Africa Squadron to have a base there to prevent the slave trade.[16]
· August 10 – American Civil War: The first major battle west of the Mississippi River, the Battle of Wilson's Creek, is fought, with a Confederate victory.
· August 15 – First description of Archaeopteryx, based on a feather found in Bavaria;[17] in September the first complete identified skeleton is found near Langenaltheim in Germany.[18]
· August 19 – Weisshorn, the fifth highest summit in the Alps, is first ascended.
· August 20–22 – The first modern Welsh National Eisteddfod takes place in Aberdare.[19]
· August 27 – Martin Doyle is the last person executed in Britain for attempted murder.
September
· American Civil War:
· September 3 – Confederate General Leonidas Polk invades neutral Kentucky, prompting the state legislature to ask for Union assistance.
· September 6 – Forces under Union General Ulysses S. Grant bloodlessly capture Paducah, Kentucky, which gives the Union control of the mouth of the Tennessee River.
· September 17 – Argentine Civil War: Battle of Pavón: Victory of Buenos Aires over the Argentine Confederation, and the re-unification of Argentina.
October

· October 9 – American Civil War: Battle of Santa Rosa Island – Confederate forces are defeated in their effort to take the island.
· October 17 – Australian frontier wars: Cullin-la-ringo massacre – 19 white settlers are murdered by indigenous Australians, following which more than 300 of the latter are killed in retaliation.[20]
· October 21 – American Civil War: Battle of Ball's Bluff – Union forces under Colonel Edward Baker are defeated by Confederate troops, in the second major battle of the war. Baker, a close friend of Abraham Lincoln, is also killed in the fighting.
· October 24
· HMS Warrior, the world's first ocean-going (all) iron-hulled armored battleship, is completed and commissioned into the British Royal Navy.
· Western Union completes the first transcontinental telegraph line across the United States.
· October 25 – The Toronto Stock Exchange is established in Canada.
· October 26 – The Pony Express American transcontinental mail service announces its closure.
· American Civil War:
· October 28 – The Missouri legislature takes up a bill for Missouri's secession from the Union.
· October 30 – The bill for Missouri's secession from the Union is passed.
· October 31
· The Spanish, French and British governments sign a tripartite agreement to intervene in Mexico, in the hope of recovering unpaid debts.[21]
· The Missouri secession bill is signed by Governor Jackson.
· American Civil War: Citing failing health, 75-year-old Union General Winfield Scott resigns as Commander of the United States Army.
November
· November 1 – U.S. President Abraham Lincoln appoints George B. McClellan as commander of the Union Army, replacing Winfield Scott.
· November 2 – American Civil War: Western Department Union General John C. Frémont is relieved of command and replaced by David Hunter.
· November 4 – The University of Washington is founded in Seattle.
· November 5 – The first Melbourne Cup horse race is held in Melbourne, Australia.
· American Civil War:
· November 6 – Jefferson Davis is elected president of the Confederate States of America.
· November 7 – Battle of Belmont – In Belmont, Missouri, Union forces led by General Ulysses S. Grant (in his first combat leadership role) overrun a Confederate camp, but are forced to retreat when Confederate reinforcements arrive.
· November 8 – Trent Affair – The USS San Jacinto stops the United Kingdom mail ship Trent, and arrests two Confederate envoys, James Mason and John Slidell, sparking a diplomatic crisis between the U.K. and U.S.
· November 10 – Death of French explorer Henri Mouhot, following which his servant Phrai begins shipping his diaries and specimens back to the west; they include accounts of Mouhot's discovery of Angkor Wat.
· American Civil War:
· November 19 – Battle of Round Mountain in Indian Territory (modern-day Oklahoma).
· November 21 – Confederate President Jefferson Davis appoints Judah P. Benjamin Secretary of War.
· November 25
· At a battle in the Sundarbans of Bengal, the house of Rahimullah of Baraikhali is attacked and he and 33 others are killed.[22]
· A tenement collapses in the Old Town, Edinburgh (Scotland), killing 35 people, while 15 others survive.
· November 28 – Acting on the ordinance passed by the Jackson government, the Confederate Congress admits Missouri as the 12th Confederate state.
December
· December 1 – American Civil War: Trent Affair – The British government dispatches its response, partly drafted by Albert, Prince Consort (a fortnight before his death).[23]
· December 10
· American Civil War: A rebel government representing Kentucky is accepted into the Confederate States of America, although Kentucky officially remains part of the United States.
· In southern French Indochina, resistance forces led by Nguyễn Trung Trực ambush, board and sink the French lorcha (boat) L'Esperance on the Nhat Tao canal.
· December 21 – Medal of Honor: Public Resolution 82, containing a provision for a Navy Medal of Valor, is signed into law by U.S. President Abraham Lincoln.
Undated
· The first industrial meat packing plant in Uruguay is established, at Fray Bentos.
· Statistically, this year is considered the end of the whale oil industry and (in replacement) the beginning of the petroleum oil industry.[24]

1862
January
· January 1 – The United Kingdom annexes Lagos Island, in modern-day Nigeria.
· January 6 – French intervention in Mexico: French, Spanish and British forces arrive in Veracruz, Mexico.
· January 16 – Hartley Colliery disaster in north-east England: 204 men are trapped and die underground when the only shaft becomes blocked.
· January 30 – American Civil War: The first U.S. ironclad warship, USS Monitor, is launched in Brooklyn.
· January 31 – Alvan Graham Clark makes the first observation of Sirius B, a white dwarf star, through an eighteen-inch telescope at Northwestern University in Illinois.

February
· February 1 – American Civil War: Julia Ward Howe's "Battle Hymn of the Republic" is published for the first time in the Atlantic Monthly.
· February 2 – The first railway is opened in New Zealand, by the Dun Mountain Copper Mining Company.
· American Civil War:
· February 6 – General Ulysses S. Grant gives the Union Army its first victory of the war, by capturing Fort Henry, Tennessee.
· February 11–16 – Battle of Fort Donelson – General Ulysses S. Grant attacks Fort Donelson, Tennessee, capturing it on the last day.
· February 21 – Battle of Valverde – Confederate forces defeat Union troops near Fort Craig in New Mexico Territory:
· February 22 – Jefferson Davis is officially inaugurated in Richmond, Virginia, to a six-year term as president of the Confederate States.
March
· March 6 – An ammunition warehouse explosion in San Andres Chalchicomula, Mexico, kills between 1,400 and 2,280 during the Second French intervention in Mexico.[1]
· American Civil War:
· March 7 – Battle of Pea Ridge – The Confederates are shut out of Missouri.
· March 8 – Ironclad CSS Virginia (formerly USS Merrimack) is launched at Hampton Roads, Virginia; the Battle of Hampton Roads starts the same day.
· March 13
· American Civil War: The U.S. federal government forbids all Union army officers from returning fugitive slaves, thus effectively annulling the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 and setting the stage for the Emancipation Proclamation.
· A smallpox epidemic in San Francisco spreads to British Columbia.[2]
· March 17 – The first railway line in Finland, between the cities of Helsinki and Hämeenlinna, is officially opened.[3]
· March 26–28 – American Civil War: Battle of Glorieta Pass – In New Mexico, Union forces succeed in stopping the Confederate invasion of New Mexico Territory.
· March 31 – Victor Hugo's epic French historical novel Les Misérables begins publication in Brussels.
April
· April 1 – Second French intervention in Mexico: The Spanish and the British ended their alliance with France.
· American Civil War:
· April 5 – Battle of Yorktown – The battle begins when Union Army forces under General George B. McClellan close in on the Confederate capital of Richmond, Virginia.
· April 6–7– Battle of Shiloh – The Union Army, under General Ulysses S. Grant, defeats the Confederates near Shiloh, Tennessee.
· April 12 – Great Locomotive Chase (Andrews' Raid) – Union volunteers steal Confederate steam railroad locomotive The General (which will still exist in the 21st century) in an attempt to sabotage the rail network.
· April 13 – The government of Vietnam is forced to cede the territories of Biên Hòa, Gia Định and Định Tường to France.
· April 22 – Global financial group UBS is founded in Switzerland as the Bank in Winterthur.[4]
· American Civil War:
· April 25 – Capture of New Orleans – Forces under Union Admiral David Farragut occupy the Confederate city of New Orleans, securing access to the Mississippi River.
· April 26 – Siege of Fort Macon – The besieged Confederate garrison at Fort Macon, North Carolina surrenders.
May
· May 1–November 1 – The 1862 International Exhibition is held at South Kensington in London; it is particularly noteworthy for an exhibit from Japan, influential in the development of Anglo-Japanese style.[5]
· May 2 – The California State Normal School (later San Jose State University) is created by an Act of the California legislature.
· May 5 – Second French intervention in Mexico: Battle of Puebla – Mexican General Ignacio Zaragoza defeats the French Army; commemorated each year as Cinco de Mayo (Spanish for Fifth of May).
· May 11 – American Civil War: Ironclad CSS Virginia is scuttled in the James River northwest of Norfolk, Virginia.
· May 15 – U.S. President Abraham Lincoln signs a bill into law creating the U.S. Bureau of Agriculture (later renamed U.S. Department of Agriculture).
· May 20 – U.S. President Abraham Lincoln signs the Homestead Act into law.
· May 24 – Westminster Bridge is opened across the Thames in London. This new iron bridge, designed by Thomas Page, replaces the previous stone one.
June
· American Civil War:
· June 1 – Battle of Fair Oaks – Both sides claim victory.
· June 4 – Confederate troops evacuate Fort Pillow on the Mississippi River, leaving the way clear for Union Army troops to capture Memphis, Tennessee.
· June 5 – Treaty of Saigon: Emperor Tự Đức of the Nguyễn dynasty in Vietnam cedes Saigon, Côn Sơn Island and three southern provinces of what is to become known as French Cochinchina (Biên Hòa, Gia Định and Định Tường) to become part of the French colonial empire. Guerilla leader Trương Định refuses to recognize the treaty.
· American Civil War:
· June 6 – First Battle of Memphis – Union Army troops capture Memphis, Tennessee, from the Confederate States.
· June 8 – Battle of Cross Keys – Confederate troops under General Stonewall Jackson save the Army of Northern Virginia from a Union Army attack on the James Peninsula that is led by General George B. McClellan.
· June 12 – John Winter Robinson, the Secretary of State of Kansas, is convicted and removed from office as the result of a bond scandal, becoming the first state executive official to be impeached and removed from office in American history.
· June 26 – American Civil War: Battle of Mechanicsville – Confederate General Robert E. Lee defeats the troops of General George B. McClellan in the first of the Seven Days Battles.
July
· July 1
· The Bureau of Internal Revenue, the forerunner of the Internal Revenue Service, is established in the United States.
· Princess Alice, the second daughter of Queen Victoria, marries Prince Ludwig of Hesse and by Rhine.
· U.S. President Abraham Lincoln signs into law the Pacific Railroad Acts, authorizing construction of the First Transcontinental Railroad.[6]
· The Russian State Library is founded, as The Library of the Moscow Public Museum.
· July 2 – U.S. President Abraham Lincoln signs the Morrill Land-Grant Act into law, creating a system of land-grant colleges, to teach agricultural and mechanical sciences across the United States.[7]
· July 4 – Charles Dodgson (better known as Lewis Carroll) extemporises the story that becomes Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, for ten-year-old Alice Liddell and her sisters, on a rowboat trip on The Isis from Oxford to Godstow.
· July 16 – American Civil War: David Farragut becomes the first rear admiral in the U.S. Navy.
· July 18 – Dent Blanche, one of the highest summits in the Alps, is first ascended.
· July 23 – American Civil War: Henry Halleck takes command of the Union Army.
August
· American Civil War:
· August 5 – Battle of Baton Rouge – Along the Mississippi River near Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Confederate troops drive Union forces back into the city.
· August 6 – Confederate ironclad CSS Arkansas is scuttled on the Mississippi River after suffering damage in a battle with USS Essex, near Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
· August 9 – Battle of Cedar Mountain – Confederate General Stonewall Jackson narrowly defeats Union forces under General John Pope at Cedar Mountain, Virginia.
· August 14 – U.S. President Abraham Lincoln meets with a group of prominent African-Americans, the first time an American President has done so. He suggests that Black people should migrate to Africa or to Central America, but this advice is rejected.
· August 17 – The Dakota War of 1862 begins in Minnesota, as Dakota Sioux attack white settlements along the Minnesota River. They are overwhelmed by the U.S. Army six weeks later.
· August 19
· Dakota War of 1862: During an uprising in Minnesota, Dakota warriors decide not to attack heavily defended Fort Ridgely and instead turn to the settlement of New Ulm, killing white settlers along the way.
· Horace Greeley publishes an editorial, "The Prayer of Twenty Millions", in the New York Tribune, in which he urges U.S. President Abraham Lincoln to make abolition of slavery an official aim of the Union war effort.
· August 21 – The Vienna Stadtpark opens its gates.
· American Civil War:
· August 28–30 – Second Battle of Bull Run – Confederate forces inflict a crushing defeat on Union General John Pope.
· August 29–30 – Battle of Richmond, Kentucky – Confederate forces, led by General Edmund Kirby Smith, inflict a crushing defeat on Union General William "Bull" Nelson.
September
· American Civil War:
· September 1 – Battle of Chantilly – Confederate General Robert E. Lee leads his forces in an attack on retreating Union troops in Chantilly, Virginia, driving them away.
· September 2 – U.S. President Abraham Lincoln restores Union General George B. McClellan to full command, after General John Pope's disastrous defeat at the Second Battle of Bull Run.
· September 5 – In the Confederacy's first invasion of the North, General Robert E. Lee leads 55,000 men of the Army of Northern Virginia across the Potomac River at White's Ford near Leesburg, Virginia, into Maryland.
· September 10 – Francisco Solano López is appointed second President of Paraguay.
· American Civil War:
· September 17 – American Civil War:
· Battle of Antietam: Union forces strategically defeat Confederate troops at Sharpsburg, Maryland, in the bloodiest day in U.S. history, with over 22,000 casualties.
· The Allegheny Arsenal explosion results in the single largest civilian disaster during the war, with 78 workers – mostly young women – being killed.
· September 19 – Battle of Iuka – Union troops under Major General William Rosecrans defeat a Confederate force commanded by Major General Sterling Price at Iuka, Mississippi.
· September 22
· Otto von Bismarck becomes Minister President of Prussia, following refusal by the country's Landtag to accept the military budget.
· American Civil War: The preliminary announcement of the Emancipation Proclamation is made by U.S. President Abraham Lincoln: From January 1, 1863, slaves in the Confederate States will be considered free.
· September 26 – Johann II, Prince of Liechtenstein signs into law the 1862 Constitution of Liechtenstein.
· September 29 – New Prussian prime minister Otto von Bismarck delivers his Blood and Iron (Blut und Eisen) speech to the Prussian Landtag.
October
· October 8 – American Civil War: Battle of Perryville – Union Army forces under General Don Carlos Buell halt the Confederate invasion of Kentucky by defeating troops led by General Braxton Bragg at Perryville, Kentucky.
· October 9 – The Transvaal Civil War breaks out, following Stephanus Schoeman's unconstitutional ousting of the acting President of the Executive Council of the South African Republic.[8]
· October 11 – American Civil War: In the aftermath of the Battle of Antietam, Confederate General J. E. B. Stuart and his men loot Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, during a raid into the North.
· October 23 – Otto is deposed as King of Greece.
· October 24 – Ramón Castilla loses the Presidency of Peru for a second time.
· October 25 – In the Granadine Confederation (modern-day Colombia), rebel troops of the southern states defeat government forces.
November
· November 4 – Richard Jordan Gatling patents the Gatling gun in the United States.
· November 5
· American Civil War: President Abraham Lincoln removes George B. McClellan as commander of the Union Army.
· American Indian Wars: In Minnesota, more than 300 Santee Sioux are found guilty of rape and murder of white settlers, and are sentenced to hang.
· American Civil War:
· November 14 – President Abraham Lincoln approves the plan by General Ambrose Burnside to capture the Confederate capital city of Richmond, Virginia. This plan leads to a disastrous Union defeat at the Battle of Fredericksburg on December 13.
· November 28
· American Civil War: Battle of Cane Hill – Union Army troops, led by General John Blunt, push back Confederate troops, commanded by General John Marmaduke, into the northwestern Boston Mountains of Arkansas.
· November 28 –
· Notts County F.C. is founded in Nottingham, England, making it (by the 21st century) the world's oldest professional Association football team.
December

· December 1 – In his State of the Union address, President Abraham Lincoln reaffirms the necessity of ending slavery, as he ordered ten weeks earlier in his Emancipation Proclamation.
· December 2 – The first United States Navy hospital ships enter service.
· American Civil War:
· December 12 – Yazoo Pass Expedition – Union ironclad gunboat USS Cairo is sunk by a remotely-detonated "torpedo" (naval mine) while clearing mines from the Yazoo River, the first armored ship sunk by mine.
· December 13 – Battle of Fredericksburg – The Union Army suffers massive casualties and abandons its attempts to capture the Confederate capital city of Richmond, Virginia.
· December 17 – General Order No. 11, which expels all Jews from his military district, is issued by General Ulysses S. Grant. This order is rescinded just a few weeks later.
· December 26–29 – Battle of Chickasaw Bayou – Another victory for the Confederate Army, outnumbered two to one, results in six times as many Union casualties, defeating several assaults commanded by Union general William T. Sherman.
· December 30 – USS Monitor sinks in a storm in the Atlantic, off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina.
· December 31 – American Civil War:
· U.S. President Abraham Lincoln signs an act that admits West Virginia to the Union, thus dividing Virginia into two.
· The Battle of Stones River opens near Murfreesboro, Tennessee.

· December – Peruvian slave raiders land on Easter Island, beginning a decade of the destruction of the society and population on the island.
Date unknown
· Anglo-Indian teacher Anna Leonowens accepts an offer made by the Siamese consul in Singapore, Tan Kim Ching, to teach the wives and children of Mongkut, the King of Siam.
· Donald McIntyre builds a settlement in northwest Queensland (Australia) which becomes the town of Julia Creek (named after his niece).
· Iwai Fumisuke Shoten (岩井文助商店), predecessor of Japanese conglomerate Sojitz, is founded in Osaka.[citation needed]
· Japanese construction company Satō Kōgyō is founded in Toyama as Satō-gumi.




Control Period for 1882 CYCLE: 1880-1881

1880
anuary
· January 27 – Thomas Edison is granted a patent for the incandescent light bulb. Edison filed for a US patent for an electric lamp using "a carbon filament or strip coiled and connected ... to platina contact wires."[1] Although the patent described several ways of creating the carbon filament, including using "cotton and linen thread, wood splints, papers coiled in various ways,"[1] Edison and his team later discovered that a carbonized bamboo filament could last more than 1200 hours.[2]
· January
· The international White slave trade affair scandal in Brussels is exposed and attracts international infamy.
· The Gokstad ship is found in Norway, the first Viking ship burial to be excavated.[3]
February
· February 2
· The first electric streetlight is installed in Wabash, Indiana.[4]
· The first successful shipment of frozen mutton from Australia arrives in London, aboard the SS Strathleven.
· February 4 – The Black Donnelly Massacre takes the lives of five members of one family in Biddulph Township, Middlesex County, Ontario, Canada.
· February 24 – The SS Columbia, which will be the first outside usage of Thomas Edison's incandescent light bulb, is launched at the Delaware River Iron Ship Building and Engine Works of John Roach & Sons in Chester, Pennsylvania.
March
· March 4 – The Belgian ship Mercator founders off the coast of the Netherlands port of Vlissingen with the loss of her entire crew of more than 60 people.[5]
· March 19 – The horse Empress and its jockey, Tommy Beasley, win the 1880 Grand National[6]
· March 20 – For the first and last time in its history, the annual side-by-side] rowing race between the 8-member teams of University of Oxford and the University of Cambridge on the River Thames is postponed. The call comes because of a thick fog that makes visibility impossible. Two days later, Oxford wins the race by 3+3⁄4 lengths.[7]
April
· April 18 – 1880 United Kingdom general election: William Ewart Gladstone defeats Benjamin Disraeli, to become Prime Minister for the second time.[8]
· April 19 – The Prime Minister of Sweden, Louis De Geer, resigns over the defeat of a defense reform bill in the country's Riksdag; he is succeeded by Count Arvid Posse (1880–1883).
· April 27 – The Royal University of Ireland is founded by charter, allowing the Catholic University of Ireland to re-form as University College Dublin.
· April – The government of Cape Colony sets a deadline for the Basuto people to surrender their weapons; non-compliance leads to the Basuto Gun War.
May
· May 2 – After having her lights installed by Edison's personnel, the SS Columbia is lit up for the first time at the foot of Wall Street, in New York City.
· May 13 – In Menlo Park, New Jersey, Thomas Edison performs the first test of his electric railway.
June
· June 1 – Tinius Olsen is awarded a United States Patent, for the Little Giant Testing Machine.
· June 28 – Australian police capture bank robber Ned Kelly, after a gun battle at Glenrowan, Victoria.
· June 29 – France annexes Tahiti.
· June – The SS Columbia sets off on her maiden voyage around Cape Horn to Portland, Oregon, carrying 13 locomotives and 200 railcars.
July
· July 14 – Dorchester Penitentiary opens in Canada.
· July 22 – Abdur Rahman Khan becomes Emir of Afghanistan.[9]
· July 27 – Second Anglo-Afghan War – Battle of Maiwand: Afghan troops under Ayub Khan defeat British and Indian forces, under Brigadier General George Burrows.
· July – John Venn popularises Venn diagrams.[10]
August
· August 24 – The SS Columbia completes her maiden voyage, arriving without incident in Portland, Oregon, after a stopover in San Francisco.
· August 26 – Competing circus owners P. T. Barnum and James A. Bailey sign a contract in Bridgeport, Connecticut, to create the Barnum & Bailey Circus. In 1907, the circus will merge forces with another competitor, the Ringling Brothers Circus.[11]
September
· September 1 – Second Anglo-Afghan War – Battle of Kandahar: General Frederick Roberts, commanding British forces, defeats the Afghan troops of Mohammad Ayub Khan, bringing an end to the war.[12]
· September 14 – Cologne Cathedral is completed, after construction began in 1248, 632 years earlier.
October
· October 1 – German company Munich Re is founded in Munich.
· October 6 – The University of Southern California opens its doors to 53 students and 10 faculty.
· October 15
· A blizzard marks the start of the Hard Winter in North America.
· Mexican soldiers kill Victorio, one of the greatest Apache military strategists.
· October 28 – The first stone is laid for the Clarkson Memorial in Wisbech, England.
November
· November 2 – 1880 United States presidential election: James Garfield defeats Winfield S. Hancock.
· November 4 – The first cash register is patented by James and John Ritty of Dayton, Ohio.
· November 9 – A major earthquake strikes Zagreb and destroys many buildings, including Zagreb Cathedral.
· November 11 – Australian bushranger and bank robber Ned Kelly is hanged in Melbourne.
· November 22 – Vaudeville actress Lillian Russell makes her debut at Tony Pastor's Theatre, in New York City.
December
· December 1 – Manuel González Flores becomes the 31st President of Mexico.[13]
· December 20 – First Boer War: The Battle of Bronkhorstspruit results in a Boer victory over the British.
· December 30 – The Transvaal becomes a republic, and Paul Kruger becomes its first president.
Date unknown
· Pierre Savorgnan de Brazza signs a treaty of protection with the chief of the large Teke tribe, and begins to establish a French protectorate on the north bank of the Congo River.
· Piezoelectricity is discovered by Pierre Curie and Jacques Curie.
· The Capuchin catacombs of Palermo are officially closed (there will be some burials afterwards).
· The Department of Scientific Temperance Instruction, of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union, is established in the United States.

1881
January
· January 1–24 – Siege of Geok Tepe: Russian troops under General Mikhail Skobelev defeat the Turkomans.
· January 13 – War of the Pacific – Battle of San Juan and Chorrillos: The Chilean army defeats Peruvian forces.
· January 15 – War of the Pacific – Battle of Miraflores: The Chileans take Lima, capital of Peru, after defeating its second line of defense in Miraflores.
· January 24 – William Edward Forster, chief secretary for Ireland, introduces his Coercion Bill, which temporarily suspends habeas corpus so that those people suspected of committing an offence can be detained without trial; it goes through a long debate before it is accepted February 2. Note that Coercion bills had been passed almost annually in the 19th century,[1] with a total of 105 such bills passed from 1801 to 1921.[2]
· January 25 – Thomas Edison and Alexander Graham Bell form the Oriental Telephone Company.
February
· February 13 – The first issue of the feminist newspaper La Citoyenne is published by Hubertine Auclert in Paris.
· February 16 – The Canadian Pacific Railway is incorporated.[3]
· February 18 – Carlos Finlay introduces his discovery of the transmission of Yellow Fever by mosquitoes Aedes aegypti, in the Fifth International Sanitary Conference held in Washington, D.C.
· February 19 – Kansas becomes the first U.S. state to prohibit all alcoholic beverages.
· February 24 (February 12 Old Style) – Qing dynasty China signs the Treaty of Saint Petersburg with the Russian Empire providing for the return to China of the eastern part of the Ili Basin.[dubious – discuss]
· February 25 – Phoenix, Arizona, is incorporated.
March
· March 1 – The Cunard Line's SS Servia, the first large steel transatlantic liner, is launched at Clydebank in Scotland.[4]
· March 13 (March 1 Old Style) – Assassination of Alexander II of Russia: Emperor Alexander II of Russia ("the Liberator") is killed near his palace in Saint Petersburg when bombs are thrown at him, an act committed by the revolutionary socialist group Narodnaya Volya coordinated by Sophia Perovskaya but falsely blamed upon Russian Jews. He is succeeded by his son, Alexander III. The assassin Ignacy Hryniewiecki is also killed by his own bomb.
· March 23
· The First Boer War comes to an end.
· A fire caused by a gas explosion destroys the Opéra de Nice in the south of France with fatalities.
· March 26 (March 14 Old Style) – The Principality of Romania is proclaimed the Kingdom of Romania.
· March 31 – Edward Rudolf founds the 'Church of England Central Society for Providing Homes for Waifs and Strays' (later The Children's Society).[5]
April
· April 11 – Spelman College is established in Atlanta, Georgia.
· April 14 – The Four Dead in Five Seconds Gunfight erupts in El Paso, Texas.
· April 15
· Temuco, Chile, is founded.
· Anti-Semitic pogroms in Southern Russia begin.
· April 21 – The University of Connecticut is founded as the Storrs Agricultural School.
· April 25 – Caulfield Grammar School is founded in Melbourne, Australia.
· April 28 – Billy the Kid escapes from his 2 jailers at the Lincoln County Jail in Mesilla, New Mexico, killing James Bell and Robert Ollinger, before stealing a horse and riding out of town.
· April 30 – SS Tararua hits a reef and sinks off the coast of New Zealand's South Island with only 20 survivors of the 151 on board.[6]
May
· May 12 – In North Africa, Tunisia becomes a French protectorate by the Treaty of Bardo.
· May 13 – The Pacific island of Rotuma cedes to Great Britain, becoming a dependency of the Colony of Fiji.
· May 16 – The world's first regular electric tram service is started in Berlin, by Siemens & Halske.
· May 21
· The American Red Cross is established by Clara Barton.
· The United States Tennis Association is established by a small group of tennis club members; the first U.S. Tennis Championships are played this year.
· May 22 (May 10 Old Style) – Prince Karl of Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen is crowned King of Romania.
June
· June 12 – The USS Jeannette is crushed in an Arctic Ocean ice pack.[7]
· June 18 – The League of the Three Emperors is resurrected.
· June 20 – The current Cincinnati Reds baseball team plays its first game.
· June 26 – War of the Pacific – Battle of Sangrar: Peruvian and Chilean forces battle to a draw.
July
· July 1 – General Order 70, the culmination of the Cardwell–Childers reforms of the British Army's organization, comes into effect.
· July 2 – Assassination of James A. Garfield: United States President James A. Garfield is shot by lawyer Charles J. Guiteau in Washington, D.C. The wound becomes infected, killing Garfield on September 19.
· July 4 – Tuskegee Institute opens in Alabama.
· July 7 – The first episode of Carlo Collodi's The Adventures of Pinocchio is published in Italy.
· July 14–20 – The London Social Revolutionary Congress is held; delegates include Marie Le Compte, Peter Kropotkin, Errico Malatesta, Saverio Merlino, Louise Michel, Nikolai Tchaikovsky and Émile Gautier.
· July 14 – Billy the Kid is shot and killed by Pat Garrett, outside Fort Sumner, New Mexico.
· July 20 – American Indian Wars: Sioux chief Sitting Bull leads the last of his people in surrender to United States troops at Fort Buford in Montana.
· July 23 – The Boundary Treaty of 1881 between Chile and Argentina is signed in Buenos Aires.[8]
August
· August 3 – The Pretoria Convention peace treaty is signed, officially ending the war between the Boers and Britain.
· August 27 – The fifth hurricane of the Atlantic season hits Florida and the Carolinas, killing about 700.
September
· September 5 – The Thumb Fire in the U.S. state of Michigan destroys over a million acres (4,000 km2) and kills 282 people.
· September 12 – Francis Howell High School (Howell Institute) in St. Charles, Missouri, and Stephen F. Austin High School in Austin, Texas, open on the same day, putting them in a tie for the title of the oldest public high school west of the Mississippi River.
· September 19 – President James A. Garfield dies eleven weeks after being shot. Vice President Chester A. Arthur becomes the 21st president of the United States.
· September 26 – Godalming becomes the first town in England to have its streets illuminated by electric light (hydroelectrically generated).[9]
October
· October 5–December 31 – The International Cotton Exposition is held in Atlanta, Georgia, USA.
· October 10 – Richard D'Oyly Carte's Savoy Theatre opens in London, the world's first public building to be fully lit by electricity, using Joseph Swan's incandescent light bulbs.[4]
· October 13 – Determined to bring about the revival of the Hebrew language as a way of unifying Jews, Eliezer Ben-Yehuda has what is believed to be the first conversation in Modern Hebrew, with friends living in Paris.
· October 26 – The Gunfight at the O.K. Corral occurs in Tombstone, Cochise County, Arizona, USA.
· October 29 – The satirical magazine Judge is first published in the United States.
November
· November 3 – The Mapuche uprising of 1881 begins with an attack on Quillem, Chile.
· November 9 – Brahms' Piano Concerto No. 2 premieres in Budapest with the composer as soloist.
· November 11 – The Clarkson Memorial to an anti-slavery campaigner in Wisbech (England) is completed and unveiled to the public.
· November 19 – A meteorite strikes the Earth near the village of Großliebenthal, a few kilometers southwest of Odesa, Ukraine.
· November – Newcastle United F.C. is founded in the northeast of England as Stanley F.C., with a further name change to Newcastle East End F.C. the following year.
December
· December 8 – At least 380 die in a fire at the Vienna Ringtheater.
· December 25 – Catholic religious congregation Mothers of the Forsaken and Saint Joseph of the Mountain is founded by Blessed Petra of Saint Joseph.
· December 25–27 – The Warsaw pogrom is carried out in Vistula Land, Russian Empire.[10]
· December 28 – Virgil Earp is ambushed in Tombstone, Arizona, and loses the use of his left arm.
Date unknown
· Kinshasa (the capital of the modern-day Democratic Republic of the Congo) is founded by Henry Morton Stanley as a trading outpost called Léopoldville.
· On the Isle of Man (an internally self-governing dependent territory of the United Kingdom), the House of Keys Election Act extends the franchise for the national legislature to spinsters and widows owning real estate of a certain value.
· The Pali Text Society is founded by British scholar Thomas William Rhys Davids, for the study of Pali (Ceylonese) texts.
· Some Vatican archives are opened to scholars for the first time.
· Abilene, Texas, is founded.
· Rafaela, Argentina, is formed.
· New York City's oldest independent school for girls, the Convent of the Sacred Heart New York (91st Street), is founded.
· Culford School, a public school in Suffolk, England, is founded as the East Anglian School for Boys.
· Meiji Law School, predecessor of Meiji University, is founded in Yurakucho, Tokyo, Japan.[11]
· Tokyo Law College, predecessor of Hosei University, is founded in Japan.[citation needed]
· The Vocational and Technical College of Tokyo, later Tokyo Institute of Technology, is founded in Japan.[12]
· Hattori Watch Shop (服部時計店) is founded by Kanetarō Hattori in Ginza, Tokyo, Japan, predecessor of watch brand Seiko.[13]
· Leyton Orient F.C. is founded in London.

Control Period for 1955 CYCLE: 1953-1954
1953
January
Main article: January 1953
· January 6 – The Asian Socialist Conference opens in Rangoon, Burma.
· January 12 – Estonian émigrés found a government-in-exile in Oslo.
· January 13
· At a magistrate's Court in West Virginia, 47-year-old Donzel McCray "turned himself into a "human bomb" with sticks of dynamite strapped to his waist.[1][a] He killed himself and injured his ex-wife and her lawyer.[2][4][5][1][6]
· January 14
· Marshal Josip Broz Tito is chosen President of Yugoslavia.[7]
· The CIA-sponsored Robertson Panel first meets to discuss the UFO phenomenon.
· January 15
· Georg Dertinger, foreign minister of East Germany, is arrested for spying.
· British security forces in West Germany arrest 7 members of the Naumann Circle, a clandestine Neo-Nazi organization.
· January 19 – 71.1% of all television sets in the United States are tuned into I Love Lucy, to watch Lucy give birth to Little Ricky, which is more people than those who tune into Dwight Eisenhower's inauguration the next day. This record is never broken.
· January 24
· Mau Mau Uprising: Rebels in Kenya kill the Ruck family (father, mother, and six-year-old son).
· Leader of East Germany Walter Ulbricht announces that agriculture will be collectivized in East Germany.
· January 31–February 1 – The North Sea flood of 1953 kills 1,836 people in the southwestern Netherlands (especially Zeeland), 307 in the United Kingdom,[8][9] and several hundred at sea, including 133 on the ferry MV Princess Victoria in the Irish Sea.
February
Main article: February 1953
· February 1 – The surge of the North Sea flood continues from the previous day.
· February 3 – Batepá massacre: Hundreds of native creoles, known as forros, are massacred in São Tomé, by the colonial administration and Portuguese landowners.
· February 11
· United States President Dwight D. Eisenhower refuses a clemency appeal for Ethel and Julius Rosenberg.[10]
· The Soviet Union breaks diplomatic relations with Israel, after a bomb explodes at the Soviet Embassy, in reaction to the 'Doctors' plot'.
· February 12 – The Nordic Council is inaugurated.
· February 13 – Transsexual Christine Jorgensen returns to New York after successful sex reassignment surgery in Denmark.
· February 19 – Georgia approves the first literature censorship board in the United States.
· February 28
· James Watson and Francis Crick of Britain's University of Cambridge announce their discovery of the structure of the DNA molecule.
· Greece, Turkey, and Yugoslavia sign the Balkan Pact.
March
Main article: March 1953
· March 1
· Joseph Stalin suffers a stroke, after an all-night dinner with Soviet Union interior minister Lavrentiy Beria and future premiers Georgy Malenkov, Nikolai Bulganin, and Nikita Khrushchev. The stroke paralyzes the right side of his body and renders him unconscious until his death on March 5.[11]
· Bernard Freyberg, 1st Baron Freyberg is made deputy constable and lieutenant governor of Windsor Castle.
· March 6 – Georgy Malenkov succeeds Joseph Stalin, as Premier and First Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union.
· March 8 – The Thieves World, which has been transformed into the Russian mafia, are freed from prisons by the Malenkov regime, ending the Bitch Wars.
· March 13 – The United Nations Security Council nominates Dag Hammarskjöld from Sweden as United Nations Secretary General.
· March 17 – The first nuclear test of Operation Upshot–Knothole is conducted in Nevada, with 1,620 spectators at 3.4 km (2.1 mi).
· March 18 – The Yenice–Gönen earthquake affects western Turkey, with a maximum Mercalli intensity of IX (violent), causing at least 1,070 deaths, and $3.57 million in damage.
· March 19 – The 25th Academy Awards Ceremony is held (the first one broadcast on television).
· March 25–26 – Lari Massacre in Kenya: Mau Mau rebels kill up to 150 Kikuyu natives.
· March 26 – Jonas Salk announces his polio vaccine.
· March 29 – A fire at the Littlefield Nursing Home in Largo, Florida, kills 33 persons, including singer-songwriter Arthur Fields.
April
Main article: April 1953
April 25: DNA double helix described.
· April 7 – Dag Hammarskjöld is elected Secretary-General of the United Nations.
· April 8 – Jomo Kenyatta is sentenced to 7 years in prison for the alleged organization of the Mau Mau Uprising in the British Kenya Colony.
· April 16
· President Eisenhower delivers his "Chance for Peace" speech, to the National Association of Newspaper Editors.[12]
· The Habar Corporation's building in Chicago, United States, catches fire, killing 35 employees.
· April 25 – Francis Crick and James Watson publish "Molecular Structure of Nucleic Acids: A Structure for Deoxyribose Nucleic Acid", their description of the double helix structure of DNA.[13]
May
Main article: May 1953
May 29: Mount Everest conquered.
· May 2 – Hussein is crowned King of Jordan.[14]
· May 5 – Aldous Huxley first tries the psychedelic hallucinogen mescaline, inspiring his book The Doors of Perception.[15]
· May 9
· France agrees to the provisional independence of Cambodia, with King Norodom Sihanouk.
· Australian Senate election, 1953: The Liberal/Country Coalition Government, led by Prime Minister Robert Menzies, holds their Senate majority, despite gains made by the Labor Party, led by H. V. Evatt. This is the first occasion where a Senate election is held without an accompanying House of Representatives election.
· May 11 – Waco tornado outbreak: An F5 tornado hits in the downtown section of Waco, Texas, killing 114.[16][17]
· May 15 – The Standards And Recommended Practices (SARPS) for Aeronautical Information Service (AIS) are adopted by the ICAO Council. These SARPS are in Annex 15 to the Chicago Convention, and 15 May is celebrated by the AIS community as "World AIS Day".[18]
· May 18 – At Rogers Dry Lake, Californian Jackie Cochran becomes the first woman to exceed Mach 1, in a North American F-86 Sabre at 652.337 mph (566.865 kn; 1,049.835 km/h).[19]
· May 20–21 – A tornado outbreak tears through Port Huron, Michigan and Sarnia, Ontario, leaving eight people dead and 123 people injured.
· May 25 – Nuclear testing: At the Nevada Test Site, the United States conducts its only nuclear artillery test: Upshot-Knothole Grable.[20]
· May 29 – 1953 British Mount Everest expedition: Sir Edmund Hillary from New Zealand and Tenzing Norgay from Nepal become the first men to reach the summit of Mount Everest.[21]
June
June 2: Elizabeth II, Queen of the United Kingdom and the other Commonwealth realms, crowned.
June 19: Julius and Ethel Rosenberg executed.
Main article: June 1953
· June 1 – Uprising in Plzeň: Currency reform causes riots in Czechoslovakia.
· June 2 – Elizabeth II is crowned Queen of the United Kingdom and the other Commonwealth realms, at Westminster Abbey.
· June 7 – Italian general election: the Christian Democracy party wins a plurality in both legislative houses.
· June 7–9 – Flint–Worcester tornado outbreak sequence: A single storm-system spawns 46 tornadoes of various sizes, in 10 states from Colorado to Massachusetts, over 3 days, killing 246.
· June 8
· On the second day of the Flint–Worcester tornado outbreak sequence, a tornado kills 116 in Flint, Michigan; it will be the last to claim more than 100 lives, until the 2011 Joplin tornado.
· Austria and the Soviet Union open diplomatic relations.
· June 9
· On the third day of the Flint–Worcester tornado outbreak sequence, a tornado spawned from the same storm system as the Flint tornado the day before hits in Worcester, Massachusetts, killing 94.
· CIA Technical Services Staff head Sidney Gottlieb approves of the use of LSD in an MKUltra subproject.
· June 13 – Hungarian Prime Minister Mátyás Rákosi is replaced by Imre Nagy.
· June 17 – Workers' Uprising in East Germany: The Soviet Union orders a Division of troops into East Berlin to quell a rebellion.
· June 18
· Egypt declares itself a republic.
· Tachikawa air disaster: A United States Air Force Douglas C-124 Globemaster II crashes just after takeoff from Tachikawa Airfield near Tokyo, Japan, killing all 129 people on board in the worst air crash in history up to this time, and the first with a confirmed death toll exceeding 100.
· June 30 – The first roll-on/roll-off ferry crossing of the English Channel, Dover–Boulogne, takes place.[22]
July
Main article: July 1953
· July 3 – The first ascent of Nanga Parbat in the Pakistan Himalayas, the world's ninth highest mountain, is made by Austrian climber Hermann Buhl alone on a German–Austrian expedition.[23]
· July 9
· The U.S. Treasury formally renames the Bureau of Internal Revenue; the new name (which had previously been used informally) is the Internal Revenue Service.
· Inauguration of the south lane of the Rodovia Anchieta.
· July 10 – The Soviet official newspaper Pravda announces that Lavrentiy Beria has been deposed as head of the NKVD.
· July 17 – The greatest recorded loss of United States midshipmen in a single event results from an aircraft crash near NAS Whiting Field.[24]
· July 26 – Fidel Castro and his brother lead a disastrous assault on the Moncada Barracks, preliminary to the Cuban Revolution.
· July 27 – The Korean War ends, with the Korean Armistice Agreement: The United Nations Command (Korea) (United States), China and North Korea sign an armistice agreement at Panmunjom, and the north remains communist, while the south remains capitalist. No formal peace treaty is ever signed.
August
Main article: August 1953
· August 5 – Operation Big Switch: Prisoners of war are repatriated to the United States after the Korean War.
· August 8 – Soviet prime minister Georgi Malenkov announces that the Soviet Union has a hydrogen bomb.
· August 12
· The 1953 Ionian earthquake of magnitude 7.2 totally devastates Cephalonia and most of the other Ionian Islands, in Greece's worst natural disaster in centuries.
· Soviet atomic bomb project: "Joe 4", the first Soviet thermonuclear weapon, is detonated at Semipalatinsk Test Site, Kazakh SSR.
· August 13 – Four million workers go on strike in France to protest against austerity measures.
· August 15–19 – Cold War: 1953 Iranian coup d'état – Overthrow of the democratically elected Prime Minister of Iran, Mohammad Mosaddegh, by Iranian military in favour of strengthening the monarchical rule of the Shah, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, with the support of the United States Central Intelligence Agency (as "Operation Ajax") and the United Kingdom.
· August 17 – The first planning session of Narcotics Anonymous is held in Southern California (see October 5).
· August 20 – The French government ousts King Mohammed V of Morocco, and exiles him to Corsica.
· August 22 – The last prisoners are repatriated from Devil's Island to France.[25]
· August 25 – The French general strike ends.
· August – High Arctic relocation of Inuit families by the Government of Canada.
September
Main article: September 1953
· September 4 – The discovery of REM sleep is first published, by researchers Eugene Aserinsky and Nathaniel Kleitman.
· September 5 – The United Nations rejects the Soviet Union's suggestion to accept China as a member.
· September 7 – Nikita Khrushchev becomes head of the Soviet Central Committee.
· September 23 – The Pact of Madrid is signed by Francoist Spain and the United States of America, ending a period of virtual isolation for Spain.
· September 25 – The first German prisoners of war return from the Soviet Union to West Germany.
· September 26 – Rationing of sugar ends in the UK.
October
Main article: October 1953
· October – The UNIVAC 1103 is the first commercial computer to use random-access memory.[26]
· October 1 – The Mutual Defense Treaty Between the United States and the Republic of Korea is concluded in Washington, D.C.[27]
· October 5
· Earl Warren is appointed Chief Justice of the United States, by President Dwight D. Eisenhower.
· The first meeting of Narcotics Anonymous is held (the first planning session was held August 17).
· October 6 – UNICEF, the United Nations Children's Fund, is made a permanent specialized agency of the United Nations.
· October 9
· West German federal election, 1953: Konrad Adenauer is re-elected as German chancellor.
· Fearing communist influence in British Guiana, the British Government suspends the constitution, declares a state of emergency, and militarily occupies the colony.
· October 10 – Roland (Monty) Burton wins the 1953 London to Christchurch air race, in under 23 hours flying time.
· October 12 – The play The Caine Mutiny Court-Martial opens at the Plymouth Theatre, New York.
· October 22 – Laos becomes independent from France.
· October 23 – Alto Broadcasting System (ABS) in the Philippines makes the first television broadcast in southeast Asia, through DZAQ-TV. Alto Broadcasting System is the predecessor of what will later become ABS-CBN Corporation.
· October 30 – Cold War: U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower formally approves the top secret document of the United States National Security Council NSC 162/2, which states that the United States' arsenal of nuclear weapons must be maintained and expanded to counter the communist threat.
November
Main article: November 1953
· November 5 – David Ben-Gurion resigns as prime minister of Israel.
· November 9
· Cambodia becomes independent from France.
· The Laotian Civil War begins between the Kingdom of Laos and the Pathet Lao, all the while resuming the First Indochina War against the French Army in a Two-front war.
· November 20
· The Douglas D-558-2 Skyrocket, piloted by Scott Crossfield, becomes the first manned aircraft to reach Mach 2.
· Authorities at the Natural History Museum, London announce that the skull of Piltdown Man (allegedly an early human discovered in 1912) is a hoax.[28][29]
· November 20–22 – First Indochina War: Operation Castor – In a massive airborne operation in Vietnam, French forces establish a base at Điện Biên Phủ.
· November 21 – Puerto Williams is founded in Chile, as the southernmost settlement of the world.
· November 25 – Match of the Century (1953 England v Hungary football match): The England national football team loses 6–3 to Hungary at Wembley Stadium, their first ever loss to a continental team at home.
· November 29 – First Indochina War: Battle of Dien Bien Phu – French paratroopers consolidate their position at Điện Biên Phủ.
· November 30 – Kabaka crisis: Edward Mutesa II, the kabaka (king) of Buganda, is deposed and exiled to London by Sir Andrew Benjamin Cohen, Governor of Uganda.
December
Main article: December 1953
· December 2 – The United Kingdom and Iran reform diplomatic relations.
· December 6 – With the NBC Symphony Orchestra, conductor Arturo Toscanini performs what he claims is his favorite Beethoven symphony, Eroica, for the last time. The live performance is broadcast across the United States on radio, and later released on records and CD.
· December 7 – A visit to Iran by American Vice President Richard Nixon sparks several days of riots, as a reaction to the August 19 overthrow of the government of Mohammed Mossadegh by the U.S.-backed Shah. Three students are shot dead by police in Tehran. This event becomes an annual commemoration.
· December 8 – U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower delivers his Atoms for Peace address, to the United Nations General Assembly.
· December 17 – The U.S. Federal Communications Commission (FCC) approves color television (using the NTSC standard).
· December 23 – The Soviet Union announces officially that Lavrentiy Beria has been executed.
· December 24 – Tangiwai disaster: A railway bridge collapses at Tangiwai, New Zealand, sending a fully loaded passenger train into the Whangaehu River; 151 are killed.
· December 25 – The Amami Islands are returned to Japan, after 8 years of United States military occupation.
· December 30 – Ramon Magsaysay becomes the 7th President of the Philippines.
Date unknown
· Global meat packing industry JBS is founded in Anapolis, Goias, Brazil.[30]
· China First Building Corporation, a partial predecessor of China State Construction Engineering, is founded in Beijing.[31]

1954
January
Main article: January 1954
· January 3 – The Italian broadcaster RAI officially begins transmitting.[1]
· January 7 – Georgetown–IBM experiment: The first public demonstration of a machine translation system is held in New York, at the head office of IBM.[2]
· January 10 – BOAC Flight 781, a de Havilland Comet jet plane, disintegrates in mid-air due to metal fatigue, and crashes in the Mediterranean near Elba; all 35 people on board are killed.[3]
· January 12 – Avalanches in Austria kill more than 200.
· January 15 – Mau Mau leader Waruhiu Itote is captured in Kenya.[4]
· January 17 – In Yugoslavia, Milovan Đilas, one of the leading members of the League of Communists of Yugoslavia, is relieved of his duties.
· January 20 – The US-based National Negro Network is established, with 46 member radio stations.
· January 21 – The first nuclear-powered submarine, the USS Nautilus, is launched in Groton, Connecticut, by First Lady of the United States Mamie Eisenhower.[5]
· January 25 – The foreign ministers of the United States, Britain, France and the Soviet Union meet at the Berlin Conference.[6]

January 14: Marilyn weds DiMaggio.
February
Main article: February 1954
· February 10 – After authorizing $385 million over the $400 million already budgeted for military aid to Vietnam, President of the United States Dwight D. Eisenhower warns against his country's intervention in Vietnam.
· February 19 – 1954 transfer of Crimea: The Soviet Politburo of the Soviet Union orders the transfer of the Crimean Oblast from the Russian SFSR to the Ukrainian SSR.
· February 23 – The first mass vaccination of children against polio begins in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, United States.[7]
· February 25 – Lt. Col. Gamal Abdel Nasser becomes premier of Egypt.
March
Main article: March 1954
· March 1
· U.S. officials announce that a hydrogen bomb test (Castle Bravo) has been conducted, on Bikini Atoll in the Pacific Ocean.
· U.S. Capitol shooting incident: Four Puerto Rican nationalists open fire in the United States House of Representatives chamber and wound 5; they are apprehended by security guards.
· March 9 – American journalists Edward R. Murrow and Fred W. Friendly produce a 30-minute See It Now documentary, entitled A Report on Senator Joseph McCarthy.
· March 12 – Finland and Germany officially end their state of war.
· March 13 – Việt Minh forces under General Võ Nguyên Giáp began a massive artillery bombardment on the French military, beginning the Battle of Dien Bien Phu, the climactic battle of the First Indochina War.
· March 19 – Joey Giardello knocks out Willie Tory at Madison Square Garden in the first televised boxing prize fight to be shown in colour.
· March 23 – In Vietnam, the Viet Minh capture the main airstrip of Dien Bien Phu. The remaining French Army units there are partially isolated.
· March 25
· The 26th Academy Awards Ceremony is held.
· The Soviet Union recognises the sovereignty of East Germany. Soviet troops remain in the country.
· March 27 – The Castle Romeo nuclear test explosion is executed at Bikini Atoll, in the Marshall Islands.
· March 28
· The trial of A. L. Zissu and 12 other Zionist leaders ends with harsh sentences in Communist Romania.
· Puerto Rico's first television station, WKAQ-TV, commences broadcasting.
· March 29 – A C-47 transport with French nurse Geneviève de Galard on board is wrecked on the runway at Dien Bien Phu.
· March 30 – The first operational subway line in Canada opens in Toronto.[8]
April
Main article: April 1954
· April 1
· The U.S. Congress and President Dwight D. Eisenhower authorize the founding of the United States Air Force Academy in Colorado.
· South Point School in India is founded, and becomes the largest school in the world by 1992.
· April 3 – Petrov Affair: Diplomat Vladimir Petrov defects from the Soviet Union and asks for political asylum in Australia.
· April 4 – Legendary symphony conductor Arturo Toscanini experiences a lapse of memory during a concert broadcast live from Carnegie Hall in New York City. At this concert's end, his retirement is announced, and he never conducts in public again.
· April 7 – Dwight D. Eisenhower gives his "domino theory" speech, during a news conference.
· April 8 – A Royal Canadian Air Force Canadair Harvard collides with a Trans-Canada Air Lines Canadair North Star over Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, killing 37 people.
· April 10 – The modern form of value-added tax is first implemented by Maurice Lauré, joint director of the French tax authority, in France's Ivory Coast colony.[9]
· April 11
· This day is denoted as the most boring day in the 20th century by True Knowledge, an answer engine developed by William Tunstall-Pedoe. No significant newsworthy events, births, or deaths are known to have happened on this day.[10]
· In a general election in Belgium, the dominant Christian Social Party wins 95 of the 212 seats in the Chamber of Representatives, and 49 of the 106 seats in the Senate. The government led by Jean Van Houtte loses their majority in parliament. The two other main parties, the Socialist and Liberal Party, subsequently form a rare "purple" government, with Achille Van Acker as Prime Minister.[11]
· April 12 – Bill Haley & His Comets record "Rock Around the Clock" in their first session for American Decca in New York City; it is released on May 20 as a B-side, but only in 1955 becomes a #1 hit, helping to initiate the rock and roll craze.
· April 14
· Aneurin Bevan resigns from the British Labour Party's Shadow Cabinet in protest over his party's failure to oppose the rearmament of West Germany.
· A Soviet spy ring in Australia is unveiled.
· April 16 – Vice President Richard Nixon announces that the United States may be "putting our own boys in Indochina regardless of Allied support".[12]
· April 22
· The 1951 United Nations Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees comes into force, defining the status of refugees and setting out the basis for granting right of asylum.
· Senator Joseph McCarthy begins hearings investigating the United States Army for being "soft" on Communism.
· April 26
· An international conference on Korea and Indo-China opens in Geneva.
· Akira Kurosawa's Seven Samurai is released in Japan.
· April 28 – U.S. Secretary of State John Foster Dulles accuses Communist China of sending combat troops to Indo-China to train Viet Minh guerrillas.[13]
May
Main article: May 1954
· May 1 – The Unification Church is founded in South Korea.
· May 4 – General Alfredo Stroessner deposes Federico Chaves in a coup d'état in Paraguay; from August 15 he will hold the office of President until 1989.
· May 6 – Roger Bannister runs the first sub-four minute mile, in Oxford, England.
· May 7 – Vietnam War (run-up): The Battle of Dien Bien Phu ends in a French defeat (the battle began on March 13).
· May 8 – The Asian Football Confederation (AFC) is formed in Manila, Philippines.
· May 11 – U.S. Secretary of State John Foster Dulles declares that Indochina is important but not essential to the security of Southeast Asia, thus ending any prospect of American intervention on the side of France.
· May 14
· The Boeing 707 jetliner is rolled out in the United States, after about 2 years of development.
· The Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict is adopted in The Hague, Netherlands.
· May 15 – The Latin Union (Unión Latina) is created by the Convention of Madrid. Its member countries use the five Romance languages: Italian, French, Spanish, Portuguese, and Romanian. It suspended operations in 2012.
· May 16 – Beginning of the Kengir uprising in the Gulag.[14]
· May 17
· Brown v. Board of Education (347 US 483 1954): The Supreme Court of the United States rules unanimously that segregated schools are unconstitutional.
· The Royal Commission on the Petrov Affair in Australia begins its inquiry.
· Adnan Menderes of the Democrat Party forms the new (21st) government of Turkey.
· May 20 – Chiang Kai-shek is re-elected as the president of the Republic of China, by the National Assembly.
· May 22 – The common Nordic Labour Market act is signed.
· May 26 – A fire on board the U.S. Navy aircraft carrier USS Bennington, off Narragansett Bay, Massachusetts, kills 103 sailors.[15]
· May 29
· 1954 Australian federal election: Robert Menzies' Liberal/Country Coalition Government is re-elected with a decreased majority, defeating the Labor Party led by H.V. Evatt. The election has come shortly after the Petrov Affair, arguably helping the Government survive what was initially predicted to be a defeat.
· Creation and first meeting of the Bilderberg Group.
· Diane Leather becomes the first woman to run a sub-five minute mile, in Birmingham, England.[16]
June
Main article: June 1954
· June 6 – The grand opening of the sculpture of Yuriy Dolgorukiy takes place in Moscow (this statue is one of the main monuments of Moscow).
· June 7 – English cryptanalyst, mathematician and computer scientist Alan Turing, age 41, commits suicide by cyanide poisoning.
· June 9 – McCarthyism: Joseph N. Welch, special counsel for the United States Army, lashes out at Senator Joseph McCarthy, during hearings on whether Communism has infiltrated the Army, saying, "Have you, at long last, no decency?"[17] The exchange results in the decline of McCarthy's popularity.
· June 14 – The words "under God" are added to the United States Pledge of Allegiance.
· June 15 – The UEFA (Union of European Football Associations) is formed in Basel, Switzerland.
· June 17 – A CIA-engineered military coup occurs in Guatemala.
· June 18 – Pierre Mendès France becomes prime minister of France.
· June 22
· Sarah Mae Flemming is expelled from a bus in South Carolina, for sitting in a white-only section.
· Parker–Hulme murder case: Pauline Parker, 16 and her friend Juliet Hulme, 15, bludgeon Parker's mother to death using a brick, at Victoria Park in New Zealand.
· June 27
· Guatemalan President Jacobo Árbenz steps down in a CIA-sponsored military coup, triggering a bloody civil war that continues for more than 35 years.
· The world's first atomic power station opens at Obninsk, near Moscow.
July
Main article: July 1954
· July 1
· The Common Nordic Labor Market Act comes into effect.
· The United States officially begins using the international unit of the nautical mile, equal to 6,076.11549 ft. or 1,852 meters.
· July 4
· Food rationing in Great Britain ends, with the lifting of restrictions on sale and purchase of meat, 14 years after it began early in World War II, and nearly a decade after the war's end.
· "Miracle of Bern": West Germany beats Hungary 3–2 to win the 1954 FIFA World Cup.
· July 10 – Peter Thomson becomes the first Australian to win the British Open Golf Championship.
· July 15
· The Boeing 367-80 (or Dash 80), prototype of the Boeing 707 series, makes its maiden flight.
· Juan Fangio, Argentine driver for German Grand Prix team Mercedes-Benz, makes a new fastest lap of the Silverstone Circuit in England, with an average speed of 100.35 mph, the previous record being 100.16 mph.
· July 17 – First Indochina War: Viet Minh troops successfully ambush the armoured French column 'G.M. 42' in the Battle of Chu Dreh Pass in the Central Highlands. It is the last battle of the war.[18]
· July 19 – Release of Elvis Presley's first single, a cover of "That's All Right", by Sun Records (recorded July 5 in Memphis, Tennessee).
· July 21 – First Indochina War: The Geneva Conference sends French forces to the south, and Vietnamese forces to the north, of a ceasefire line, and calls for elections to decide the government for all of Vietnam by July 1956. Failure to abide by the terms of the agreement leads to the establishment of the de facto regimes of North Vietnam and South Vietnam, and the Vietnam War.
· July 29 – The construction of Yad Vashem started in Jerusalem. It is an official memorial center to commemorate the victims of the persecution of the Jews by the Nazis and their accomplices in Europe.
· July 29 – The Fellowship of the Ring, the first of three volumes in J.R.R. Tolkien's epic fantasy novel, The Lord of the Rings, is published in London.
· July 31 – 1954 Italian expedition to K2: Italian mountaineers Lino Lacedelli and Achille Compagnoni become the first to reach the summit of the second highest mountain in the world, in the Karakoram range.
August
Main article: August 1954
· August 1 – The First Indochina War ends with the Vietnam People's Army in North Vietnam, the Vietnamese National Army in South Vietnam, the Kingdom of Cambodia in Cambodia, and the Kingdom of Laos in Laos, emerging victorious against the French Army.
· August 6 – Emilie Dionne, one of the Dionne quintuplets, dies of asphyxiation following an epileptic seizure. She is the first of the Canadian five to perish; three live into the 21st century.
· August 16 – The first issue of Sports Illustrated magazine is published in the United States.
· August 23 – A United States Air Force Lockheed C-130 Hercules makes its first flight at Burbank, California, manufactured by Lockheed Martin.
· August 24 – Brazilian president Getúlio Vargas commits suicide, after being accused of involvement in a conspiracy to murder his chief political opponent, Carlos Lacerda.
September
Main article: September 1954
· September 5 - KLM flight 633, a Lockheed L-1049C Super Constellation named “Triton”, attempted to ditch into the river Shannon immediately after takeoff from Shannon Airport, Ireland. 28 of the 56 passengers and crew were killed
· September 6 – The Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO) treaty is signed in Manila, Philippines.
· September 8 – SEATO is established in Bangkok, Thailand.
· September 9 – The 6.7 Mw Chlef earthquake shakes northern Algeria, with a maximum Mercalli intensity of XI (Extreme). The shock destroys Orléansville, leaving 1,243–1,409 dead, and 5,000 injured.
· September 11 – The Miss America Pageant is broadcast on television for the first time.
· September 14
· The Soviet Union carries out the Totskoye nuclear exercise.
· English composer Benjamin Britten's chamber opera version of The Turn of the Screw receives its world premiere, at the Teatro La Fenice in Venice, Italy.
· September 17 – William Golding's allegorical dystopian novel Lord of the Flies is published in London.
· September 18 – Finnish president J. K. Paasikivi is the first Western head of state to be awarded the highest honor of the Soviet Union, the Order of Lenin.[19][20]
· September 20 – The first Moomins comic strip is published in the London newspaper The Evening News.[21]
· September 24 – The Cochabamba–Santa Cruz highway connecting western and eastern Bolivia is inaugurated.[22]
· September 25 – Footscray Football Club wins their first Australian Football League Grand Final.
· September 26 – Japanese ferry Tōya Maru sinks during a typhoon in the Tsugaru Strait. More than 1,100 people are killed, 7 other ships are wrecked, and at least nine others seriously damaged.
· September 27 – The Tonight Show first airs on live television on NBC in the United States being the first late night talk show.
· September 30 – The USS Nautilus (SSN-571), the first nuclear-powered submarine in the world, is commissioned into the United States Navy.
October
Main article: October 1954
· October 11
· Pre-Vietnam War: The Viet Minh takes control of North Vietnam.
· Hurricane Hazel crosses over Haiti, killing 1,000.
· October 15 – Hurricane Hazel makes U.S. landfall; it is the only recorded Category 4 hurricane to strike as far north as North Carolina
· October 18
· Texas Instruments announces the development of the first commercial transistor radio. The Regency TR-1 goes on sale the following month.
· The comic strip Hi and Lois, by Mort Walker and Dik Browne, is launched in the United States.
· October 23
· West Germany joins NATO.
· Paris Agreement sets up the Western European Union to implement the Treaty of Brussels (1948), providing for mutual self-defence and other collaboration between Belgium, France, West Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
· October 25 – Landslides caused by heavy rains hit Salerno, Italy, killing about 300.
· October 26 – Muslim Brotherhood member Mahmoud Abdul Latif tries to kill Gamal Abdel Nasser.
· October 31 – Algerian War of Independence: The Algerian National Liberation Front begins a revolt against French rule.
November
Main article: November 1954
· November 1 – The FLN attacks representative and public buildings of the French colonial power.
· November 2
· The dock workers' strike in the UK comes to an end.
· The radio program Hancock's Half Hour, a pioneer in situation comedy, is first broadcast on BBC Radio (a television version will follow in 1956).
· November 3 – The first Godzilla film premieres in Tokyo.
· November 5 – Japan and Burma sign a peace treaty in Rangoon, to end their long-extinct state of war.
· November 10 – U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower dedicates the USMC War Memorial (Iwo Jima Memorial), at the Arlington National Cemetery.
· November 12 – The main immigration port-of-entry in New York Harbor at Ellis Island closes permanently.
· November 13 – Great Britain defeats France, to capture the first ever Rugby League World Cup in Paris in front of around 30,000 spectators
· November 14 – Egyptian president Muhammad Naguib is deposed, and Gamal Abdel Nasser replaces him.
· November 21 – People's Action Party, an eventual dominative political party in Singapore, was established.[23]
· November 22 – Berman v. Parker (348 U.S. 26): The U.S. Supreme Court upholds the federal slum clearance and urban renewal programs.
· November 23 – The Dow Jones Industrial Average rises 3.27 points, or 0.86 percent, closing at an all-time high of 382.74. More significantly, this is the first time the Dow has surpassed its peak level, reached just before the Wall Street Crash of 1929.
· November 30 – In Sylacauga, Alabama, a four-kilogram piece of the Hodges Meteorite crashes through the roof of a house and badly bruises a napping woman, in the first documented case of an object from outer space hitting a person.
December
Main article: December 1954
· December 1 – The first Hyatt Hotel, The Hyatt House Los Angeles, opens on the grounds of Los Angeles International Airport. It is the first hotel in the world built on an airport property.
· December 2
· Red Scare: The United States Senate votes 67–22 to censure Wisconsin Senator Joseph McCarthy, for "conduct that tends to bring the Senate into dishonor and disrepute."
· The Taiwan-United States Mutual Defense Treaty is signed.[24]
· December 3
· A German court dismisses charges against Werner Naumann, head of the Neo-Nazi Naumann Circle.
· Väinö Linna's war novel The Unknown Soldier (Tuntematon sotilas) is published.[25]
· December 4 – The first Burger King opens in Miami, Florida.
· December 15 – The Netherlands Antilles is created out of the Dutch Caribbean nations. It is dissolved between 1986 and 2010.
· December 23 – J. Hartwell Harrison and Joseph Murray perform the world's first successful kidney transplantation, in Boston, Massachusetts.
· December 24 – Laos gains full independence from France.
Date unknown
· New Zealand engineer Sir William Hamilton develops the first pump-jet engine (the "Hamilton Jet") capable of propelling a jetboat.[26]
· The first electric drip brew coffeemaker is patented in Germany and named the Wigomat after its inventor Gottlob Widmann.[27]
· The Boy Scouts of America desegregates on the basis of race.
· Gerbils (Meriones unguiculatus) are brought to the United States by Dr. Victor Schwentker.
· The case of Lothar Malskat, who had admitted that he had painted the supposedly antique frescoes in Marienkirche himself, goes to trial.
· The TV dinner is introduced, by American entrepreneur Gerry Thomas.
· In South Vietnam, the Viet Minh is reorganised into the Viet Cong.
· After the death of Joseph Stalin, the Soviet Union starts releasing political prisoners and deportees from its Gulag prison camps.

Control Period for 1968 CYCLE: 1966-1967
1966
January
Main article: January 1966
· January 1 – In a coup, Colonel Jean-Bédel Bokassa takes over as military ruler of the Central African Republic, ousting President David Dacko.[1]
· January 3 – 1966 Upper Voltan coup d'état: President Maurice Yaméogo is deposed by a military coup in the Republic of Upper Volta (modern-day Burkina Faso).[2]
· January 10
· Pakistani–Indian peace negotiations end successfully with the signing of the Tashkent Declaration, a day before the sudden death of Indian prime minister Lal Bahadur Shastri.[3]
· The House of Representatives of the US state of Georgia refuses to allow African-American representative Julian Bond to take his seat, because of his anti-war stance.[4]
· January 15 – 1966 Nigerian coup d'état: A bloody military coup is staged in Nigeria, deposing the civilian government and resulting in the death of Prime Minister Abubakar Tafawa Balewa.[5]
· January 17
· The Nigerian coup is overturned by another faction of the military, led by Major General Johnson Aguiyi-Ironsi, leaving a military government in power and beginning a long period of military rule.[6]
· 1966 Palomares B-52 crash: A U.S. Air Force B-52 bomber collides with a KC-135 Stratotanker over Spain, dropping three 70-kiloton hydrogen bombs near the town of Palomares, and one into the sea. Carl Brashear, the first African-American United States Navy diver, is involved in an accident during the recovery of the latter, which results in the amputation of his leg.
· January 19 – Indira Gandhi is elected Prime Minister of India; she is sworn in on January 24.
· January 20 - The Radio Caroline ship Mi Amigo runs aground on the beach at Frinton-on-Sea, Essex, UK.
· January 21 – Italian Prime Minister Aldo Moro resigns due to a power struggle in his party.
· January 22 – The military government of Nigeria announces that ex-prime minister Abubakar Tafawa Balewa was killed during the coup a week previously.
· January 24 – Air India Flight 101 crashes into Mont Blanc, killing all 117 people on board, including Homi J. Bhabha, chairman of the Indian Atomic Energy Commission.
· January 26
· Disappearance of the Beaumont children: Three children disappear on their way to Glenelg, South Australia, never to be seen again. Their fate remains unknown.[7]
· 1966 Liberal Party of Australia leadership election: Harold Holt is elected leader of the Liberal Party of Australia unopposed when Sir Robert Menzies retires after an unprecedented 16 years in office; consequently Holt becomes Prime Minister of Australia six days later.
· January 27
· The British government promises the U.S. that British troops in Malaysia will stay until more peaceful conditions occur in the region.
· Britain's Labour Party unexpectedly retains the parliamentary seat of Hull North in a by-election, with a swing of 4.5% to their candidate from the opposition Conservatives, and a majority up from 1,181 at the 1964 General Election to 5,351.[8]
· January 31 – The United Kingdom ceases all trade with Rhodesia.
February
Main article: February 1966
· February 1 – Around 2,600 political prisoners are released by East Germany, in return for "donations" worth approximately $10,000 a head from West Germany.[9]
· February 3 – The unmanned Soviet Luna 9 spacecraft makes the first controlled rocket-assisted landing on the Moon.
· February 4 – All Nippon Airways Flight 60 plunges into Tokyo Bay; 133 people are killed.[1]
· February 7
· The Great Fire of Iloilo, Philippines, breaks out in a lumber yard and burns for almost half a day, destroying nearly three-quarters of the City Proper area and causing 50 million pesos in total property damage.[10]
· Lyndon B. Johnson of the United States and Nguyễn Cao Kỳ of South Vietnam convene with other officials in a summit in Honolulu, Hawaii to discuss the course of the Vietnam War.[11]
· February 14 – The Australian dollar is introduced at a rate of 2 dollars per pound, or 10 shillings per dollar.[12]
· February 19 – The naval minister of the United Kingdom, Christopher Mayhew, resigns over defence policy.
· February 20 – While Soviet author and translator Valery Tarsis is abroad, the Soviet Union negates his citizenship.
· February 23 – 1966 Syrian coup d'état: An intra-party military coup in Syria replaces the previous government of Amin al-Hafiz by one led by Salah Jadid.
· February 24 – A coup led by the police and military of Ghana raises the National Liberation Council to power while president Kwame Nkrumah is abroad.
· February 28 – British Prime Minister Harold Wilson calls a general election in the United Kingdom, to be held on March 31.
March
Main article: March 1966
· March – The DKW automobile ceases production in Germany.[13]
· March 1
· The British Government announces plans for the decimalisation of the pound sterling (hitherto denominated in 20 shillings and 240 pence to the £), to come into force on 15 February 1971 (Decimal Day).
· Soviet space probe Venera 3 crashes on Venus, becoming the first spacecraft to land on another planet's surface.
· The Ba'ath Party takes power in Syria.
· March 2 – Kwame Nkrumah arrives in Guinea and is granted asylum.
· March 4
· Canadian Pacific Air Lines Flight 402 crashes during a night landing in poor visibility at Tokyo International Airport in Japan, killing 64 of 72 people on board.
· In an interview with London Evening Standard reporter Maureen Cleave, John Lennon of The Beatles states: "We're more popular than Jesus now."
· March 5
· BOAC Flight 911 crashes in severe clear-air turbulence over Mount Fuji soon after taking off from Tokyo International Airport in Japan, killing all 124 people on board.
· Merci, Chérie by Udo Jürgens (music by Udo Jürgens, lyrics by Jürgens and Thomas Hörbiger) wins the Eurovision Song Contest 1966 (staged in Luxembourg) for Austria.
· March 7 – Charles de Gaulle asks U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson for negotiations about the state of NATO equipment in France.[14]
· March 8
· Anti-communist demonstrations occur at the Indonesian Foreign Ministry.
· Vietnam War: The U.S. announces it will substantially increase the number of its troops in Vietnam.
· Nelson's Pillar in O'Connell Street, Dublin, is clandestinely blown up by former Irish Republican Army volunteers marking this year's 50th anniversary of the Easter Rising.
· March 10 – Crown Princess Beatrix of the Netherlands marries Claus von Amsberg.[15] Some spectators demonstrate against the groom because he is German.
· March 11
· Transition to the New Order in Indonesia: President Sukarno gives all executive powers to General Suharto by signing the Supersemar order.
· French President Charles de Gaulle states that French troops will be taken out of NATO and that all French NATO bases and headquarters must be closed within a year.
· March 16 – NASA spacecraft Gemini 8 (David Scott, Neil Armstrong) conducts the first docking in space, with an Agena target vehicle.
· March 20 – Football's FIFA World Cup Trophy is stolen while on exhibition in London; it is found seven days later by a mongrel dog named "Pickles" and his owner David Corbett, wrapped in newspaper in a south London garden.
· March 22 – in the Chinese city of Xingtai a magnitude 6.8 earthquake leaves more than 8,000 dead and 38,000 injured.
· March 24 – Pope Paul VI meets Michael Ramsey, the Archbishop of Canterbury, in Rome, and gives him an episcopal ring.[16]
· March 26 – Demonstrations are held across the United States against the Vietnam War.[17]
· March 28 – Cevdet Sunay becomes the fifth president of Turkey.[18]
· March 29 – The 23rd Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union is held: Leonid Brezhnev demands that U.S. troops leave Vietnam, and announces that Chinese-Soviet relations are not satisfactory.[19]
· March 31
· The British Labour Party led by Harold Wilson wins the 1966 United Kingdom general election, gaining a 96-seat majority (compared with a single seat majority when the election was called on February 28).[20]
· The Soviet Union launches Luna 10, which becomes the first space probe to enter orbit around the Moon.
April
Main article: April 1966
· April 2 – The Indonesian army demands that the country rejoin the United Nations.
· April 3 – Luna 10 is the first manmade object to enter lunar orbit.
· April 5 – During the Buddhist Uprising, South Vietnamese military prime minister Nguyễn Cao Kỳ personally attempts to lead the capture of the restive city of Đà Nẵng before backing down.[21]
· April 7 – The United Kingdom asks the United Nations Security Council for authority to use force to stop oil tankers that violate the embargo against Rhodesia (authority is given April 10).
· April 8
· Buddhists in South Vietnam protest against the fact that the new government has not set a date for free elections.
· Leonid Brezhnev becomes General Secretary of the Soviet Union, as well as Leader of the Communist Party of the U.S.S.R.
· April 14
· Kenyan Vice President Oginga Odinga resigns, saying "invisible government" representing foreign interests now runs the country. He will head a new party, the Kenya People's Union.
· The South Vietnamese government promises free elections in 3–5 months.
· April 15 – An anti-Nasser conspiracy is exposed in Egypt.
· April 18
· China declares that it will stop economic aid to Indonesia.
· The 38th Academy Awards ceremony is held in Santa Monica, California: The Sound of Music wins Best Picture.
· April 19 – Moors murders: Ian Brady and Myra Hindley go on trial at Chester Crown Court in north west England for the murders of 3 children who vanished between November 1963 and October 1965.
· April 21
· An artificial heart is installed in the chest of Marcel DeRudder in a Houston, Texas, hospital.
· The opening of the Parliament of the United Kingdom is televised for the first time.
· Haile Selassie visits Jamaica for the first time, meeting with Rasta leaders.
· April 24 – Uniform daylight saving time is first observed in most parts of North America.
· April 26
· A new government is formed in the Republic of the Congo, led by Ambroise Noumazalaye.
· The magnitude 5.1 Tashkent earthquake affects the largest city in Soviet Central Asia with a maximum MSK intensity of VII (Very strong). Tashkent is mostly destroyed and 15–200 are killed.
· April 27 – Pope Paul VI and Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko meet in the Vatican (the first meeting between leaders of the Roman Catholic Church and the Soviet Union).
· April 28 – In Rhodesia, security forces kill seven ZANLA men in combat; Chimurenga, the ZANU rebellion, begins.
· April 30 – Regular hovercraft service begins over the English Channel (discontinued in 2000).
May
Main article: May 1966
May 26: Guyana becomes independent
· May 4
· Fiat signs a contract with the Soviet government to build a car factory in the Soviet Union.
· May 1966 lunar eclipse: A penumbral lunar eclipse takes place, the 64th lunar eclipse of Lunar Saros 111.
· May 5 – The Montreal Canadiens defeat the Detroit Red Wings to win the Stanley Cup in ice hockey.
· May 6 – The Moors murders trial ends in the UK with Ian Brady being found guilty on all three counts of murder and sentenced to three concurrent terms of life imprisonment. Myra Hindley is convicted on two counts of murder and of being an accessory in the third murder committed by Brady, receiving two concurrent terms of life imprisonment and a seven-year fixed term for being an accessory.
· May 7 – Irish bank workers go on strike.
· May 12
· African members of the UN Security Council say that the British army should blockade Rhodesia.
· Radio Peking claims that U.S. planes have shot down a Chinese plane over Yunnan (the U.S. denies the story the next day).
· May 14 – Turkey and Greece intend to start negotiations about the situation in Cyprus.
· May 15
· Indonesia asks Malaysia for peace negotiations.
· The South Vietnamese army besieges Da Nang.
· Tens of thousands of anti-war demonstrators again picket the White House, then rally at the Washington Monument.
· May 16
· The Chinese Communist Party issues the 'May 16 Notice', marking the beginning of the Cultural Revolution.
· A strike is called by the National Union of Seamen in the United Kingdom.[22]
· In New York City, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. makes his first public speech on the Vietnam War.
· The Beach Boys releases the album Pet Sounds.
· May 19 – Gertrude Baniszewski is found guilty of torturing and murdering 16-year-old Sylvia Likens in Indianapolis, United States, and is sentenced to life in prison (she is released on parole in December 1985).[23]
· May 24
· Battle of Mengo Hill: Ugandan army troops arrest Mutesa II of Buganda and occupy his palace.[24]
· The Nigerian government forbids all political activity in the country until January 17, 1969.
· May 25
· Explorer program: Satellite Explorer 32 (Atmosphere Explorer-B) is launched from the United States.
· No. 9 Squadron RAAF becomes part of the 4,500 strong Australian Task Force assigned to duties in Vietnam, leaving for Southeast Asia aboard the aircraft carrier HMAS Sydney.[25]
· May 26 – British Guiana achieves independence from the United Kingdom, becoming Guyana.
· May 28
· Fidel Castro declares martial law in Cuba because of a possible U.S. attack.
· The Indonesian and Malaysian governments declare that the Indonesia–Malaysia confrontation is over (a treaty is signed on August 11).
· Boat ride It's a Small World opens at Disneyland.
· May 29 – Sports stadium Estadio Azteca officially opens in Mexico City in advance of the 1968 Summer Olympics.[26]
· May 31 – The Philippines reestablishes diplomatic relations with Malaysia.
June
Main article: June 1966
· June 2
· Éamon de Valera is re-elected as Irish president, aged 84.
· Joaquín Balaguer is elected president of the Dominican Republic.
· Surveyor program: Surveyor 1 lands in Oceanus Procellarum on the Moon, becoming the first U.S. spacecraft to soft-land on another world.
· Four former cabinet ministers including Évariste Kimba are executed in the Democratic Republic of the Congo for alleged involvement in a plot to kill Mobutu Sese Seko.
· June 5 – Gemini 9A: Gene Cernan completes the second U.S. spacewalk (2 hours, 7 minutes).
· June 6 – Civil rights activist James Meredith is shot by a sniper while traversing Mississippi in the March Against Fear.
· June 8
· A North American XB-70 Valkyrie strategic bomber prototype is destroyed in a mid-air collision with an F-104 Starfighter chase plane during a photo shoot. NASA pilot Joseph A. Walker and USAF test pilot Carl Cross are both killed.
· 1966 Topeka tornado: Topeka, Kansas, is devastated by a tornado that registers as an "F5" on the Fujita scale, the first to exceed US$100 million in damages. Sixteen people are killed, hundreds more injured and thousands of homes damaged or destroyed, and the campus of Washburn University suffers catastrophic damage.[27]
· June 12 – Chicago's Division Street riots begin in response to police shooting of a young Puerto Rican man.
· June 13 – Miranda v. Arizona: The Supreme Court of the United States rules that the police must inform suspects of their rights before questioning them.
· June 14 – The Vatican abolishes the Index Librorum Prohibitorum.
· June 17 – An Air France personnel strike begins.
· June 18 – CIA chief William Raborn resigns; Richard Helms becomes his successor.
· June 28 – Argentine Revolution: In Argentina, a military junta calling itself Revolución Argentina deposes president Arturo Umberto Illia in a coup and appoints General Juan Carlos Onganía to power.
· June 29
· Vietnam War: U.S. planes begin bombing Hanoi and Haiphong.[28]
· The strike by the National Union of Seamen in the United Kingdom is called off.[22]
· June 30
· France formally leaves the military structure of NATO.
· The National Organization for Women (NOW) is founded in Washington, D.C.
July
Main article: July 1966
· July 1 – Joaquín Balaguer becomes president of the Dominican Republic.[29]
· July 3
· 31 people are arrested when a demonstration by approximately 4,000 anti-Vietnam War protesters in front of the United States Embassy in London in Grosvenor Square turns violent.
· René Barrientos is elected President of Bolivia.
· July 6 – Malawi becomes a republic.
· July 7 – A Warsaw Pact conference ends with a promise to support North Vietnam.
· July 8 – King Mwambutsa IV Bangiriceng of Burundi is deposed by his son Ntare V, who is in turn deposed by prime minister Michel Micombero.
· July 11 – The 1966 FIFA World Cup begins in England.
· July 12 – Zambia threatens to leave the Commonwealth of Nations because of British peace overtures to Rhodesia.
· July 13 – In Chicago, United States, Richard Speck breaks into a nurses' dormitory and murders eight of the nine student nurses who live there.[30]
· July 14
· Israeli and Syrian jet fighters clash over the Jordan River.
· Gwynfor Evans, President of Plaid Cymru, the Welsh nationalist party, becomes Member of the United Kingdom Parliament for Carmarthen, taking the previously Labour-held Welsh seat at a by-election with a majority of 2,435 on an 18% swing and giving his party its first representation at Westminster in its forty-one year history.
· July 18
· Gemini 10 (John Young, Michael Collins) is launched from the United States. After docking with an Agena target vehicle, the astronauts set a world altitude record of 474 miles (763 km).
· The International Court of Justice rules in favour of South Africa in a case on the administration of South West Africa which has been brought before them by Ethiopia and Liberia.
· July 22 – Following the death of Hsu Tsu-tsai, a visiting engineer, in The Hague under suspicious circumstances, the Chinese government declares Dutch diplomat G. J. Jongejans persona non grata, but tells him not to leave China before Hsu's Chinese associates have been permitted to leave the Netherlands.
· July 23 – Katangese troops in Stanleyville, Congo, revolt for several weeks in support of the exiled minister Moise Tshombe.
· July 24
· U.N. Secretary General U Thant visits Moscow.
· A USAF F-4C Phantom #63-7599 is shot down by a North Vietnamese SAM-2 45 miles (72 km) northeast of Hanoi, the first loss of a U.S. aircraft to a Vietnamese surface-to-air missile in the Vietnam War.[31]
· July 26 – Lord Gardiner issues the Practice Statement in the House of Lords of the United Kingdom, stating that the House, when acting in a judicial capacity, is not bound to follow its own previous precedent.
· July 28 – The U.S. announces that a Lockheed U-2 reconnaissance plane has disappeared over Cuba.
· July 29
· 1966 Nigerian counter-coup: Army officers from the north of Nigeria execute head of state General Aguiyi-Ironsi and install Yakubu Gowon.
· La Noche de los Bastones Largos: Junta takes over Argentine universities.
· Bob Dylan is injured in a motorcycle accident near his home in Woodstock, New York. He is not seen in public for over a year.
· July 30 – England beats West Germany 4–2 to win the 1966 FIFA World Cup at Wembley after extra time.
· July 31 – Loss of MV Darlwyne: a pleasure cruiser disappears off the Cornwall coast of England with the loss of all 31 aboard.[32]
August
Main article: August 1966
· August 1
· Sniper Charles Whitman kills 15 people and wounds 31 from roof of the University of Texas at Austin Main Building tower in the United States, after earlier killing his wife and mother.[33]
· The British Colonial Office merges with the Commonwealth Relations Office to form a new Commonwealth Office.
· August 5
· The Caesars Palace hotel and casino opens in Las Vegas, United States.
· The Beatles releases the album Revolver, in the UK.
· August 6
· Braniff International Airways Flight 250 crashes in Falls City, Nebraska, United States, killing all 42 of those on board.[34]
· René Barrientos takes office as the President of Bolivia.
· The Salazar Bridge (later the 25 de Abril Bridge) opens in Lisbon, Portugal.
· August 10 – Lunar Orbiter 1, the first U.S. spacecraft to orbit the Moon, is launched.
· August 11
· Indonesia and Malaysia issue a joint peace declaration, formally ending the Indonesia–Malaysia confrontation which began in 1963.
· The Beatles hold a press conference in Chicago, during which John Lennon apologizes for his "more popular than Jesus" remark, saying, "I didn't mean it as a lousy anti-religious thing."
· August 12 – Massacre of Braybrook Street: Harry Roberts, John Duddy and Jack Witney shoot dead 3 plainclothes policemen in London; they are later sentenced to life imprisonment.
· August 15 – Syrian and Israeli troops clash over Lake Kinneret (also known as the Sea of Galilee) for 3 hours.
· August 17 – Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Republic begin negotiations in Kuwait to end the war in Yemen.
· August 18 – Vietnam War – Battle of Long Tan: D Company, 6th Battalion of the Royal Australian Regiment, meets and defeats a Viet Cong force estimated to be four times larger, in Phuoc Tuy Province, Republic of Vietnam.
· August 19 – The 6.8 Mw Varto earthquake affects the town of Varto in eastern Turkey with a maximum Mercalli intensity of IX (Violent), killing at least 2,394–3,000 and injuring at least 1,420.
· August 21 – Seven men are sentenced to death in Egypt for anti-Nasser agitation.
· August 22
· The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is established.
· The United Farm Workers Organizing Committee (UFWOC), predecessor of the United Farm Workers of America (UFW), is formed.
· August 26 – The first battle of the South African Air Force and the South African Police with PLAN, the armed wing of the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO), takes place at Ongulumbashe during Operation Blue Wildebeest, triggering the South African Border War which continues until 1989.
· August 29 – The Beatles end their U.S. tour with a concert at Candlestick Park in San Francisco. It is their last performance as a live touring band.
· August 30 – France offers independence to French Somaliland (Djibouti from 1977).
September
Main article: September 1966
September 30: Botswana becomes independent
· September 1
· United Nations Secretary-General U Thant declares that he will not seek re-election, because U.N. efforts in Vietnam have failed.
· 98 British tourists die when Britannia Airways Flight 105 crashes in Ljubljana, Yugoslavia.
· September 6 – South African Prime Minister Hendrik Verwoerd is stabbed to death in Parliament by Dimitri Tsafendas.
· September 9 – NATO decides to move Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe to Belgium.
· September 12
· B. J. Vorster becomes the new Prime Minister of South Africa.
· Gemini 11 (Charles "Pete" Conrad Jr., Richard F. Gordon Jr) is launched from the United States. The crew performed the first direct-ascent (first orbit) rendezvous with an Agena Target Vehicle, docking with it.
· September 13 – Cultural Revolution in China: Clashes between the Chinese Communist Party and the Red Guards are reported by TASS in the Soviet Union.
· September 16
· In South Vietnam, Thích Trí Quang ends a 100-day hunger strike.
· The Metropolitan Opera House opens at Lincoln Center in New York City with the world premiere of Samuel Barber's opera Antony and Cleopatra.
· September 19 – Indonesian military commander (later President) Suharto announces the resumption of Indonesian participation in the United Nations.
· September 29 – Hurricane Inez strikes Hispaniola, leaving thousands dead and tens of thousands homeless in the Dominican Republic and Haiti.[35]
· September 30
· The Bechuanaland Protectorate in Africa achieves independence from the United Kingdom as Botswana, with Seretse Khama as its first President.
· Baldur von Schirach and Albert Speer are released from Spandau Prison in West Berlin.
October
Main article: October 1966
October 4: Lesotho becomes independent
· October 1 – West Coast Airlines Flight 956 crashes with 18 fatal injuries and no survivors 5.5 miles (8.9 km) south of Wemme, Oregon, the first loss of a DC-9.[36]
· October 3 – Tunisia severs diplomatic relations with the United Arab Republic.
· October 4
· Israel applies for membership in the European Economic Community, which is never granted.
· Basutoland becomes independent of the United Kingdom and takes the name Lesotho.
· October 5
· UNESCO signs the Recommendation Concerning the Status of Teachers. This event is to be celebrated as World Teachers' Day.
· Spain closes its Gibraltar border to vehicular traffic.[37]
· An experimental breeder reactor at the Enrico Fermi Nuclear Generating Station in Michigan suffers a partial meltdown when its cooling system fails.
· October 6
· LSD is made illegal in the United States and controlled so strictly that not only are possession and recreational use criminalized, but all legal scientific research programs on the drug in the country are shut down as well.
· The Love Pageant Rally takes place in the Panhandle of Golden Gate Park (a narrow section that projects into San Francisco's Haight-Ashbury district).
· October 7 – The Soviet Union declares that all Chinese students must leave the country before the end of October.
· October 9 – Vietnam War: Binh Tai Massacre.
· October 11 – France and the Soviet Union sign a treaty for cooperation in nuclear research.
· October 14
· Closure of Intra Bank begins a crisis in the Lebanese banking system.
· The city of Montreal inaugurates the Montreal Metro system.
· October 15 – Bobby Seale and Huey P. Newton found the Black Panther Party in the United States.
· October 17 – Lesotho and Botswana are admitted to the United Nations.
· October 21 – Aberfan disaster in South Wales (U.K.): 144 (including 116 children) are killed by a collapsing coal spoil tip.[38]
· October 26
· NATO decides to move its headquarters from Paris to Brussels.[39]
· A fire aboard the US aircraft carrier USS Oriskany in the Gulf of Tonkin kills 44 crewmen.
· October 27
· The United Nations terminates the mandate given by the League of Nations and proclaims that South West Africa will be administrated by the United Nations. This is rejected by South Africa.
· Walt Disney records his final filmed appearance prior to his death, detailing his plans for EPCOT, a utopian planned city to be built in Florida.
November
Main article: November 1966
November 30: Barbados becomes independent
· November 2
· The Cuban Adjustment Act comes into force, allowing 123,000 Cubans the opportunity to apply for permanent residency in the United States.[40]
· North Korean commandos ambush a UN command control consisting of 2nd Infantry Division soldiers south of the Korean Demilitarized Zone.[41]
· November 4 – 1966 flood of the Arno river in Italy hits Florence, flooding it to a maximum depth of 6.7 m (22 ft), leaving thousands homeless and destroying millions of masterpieces of art and rare books. In addition, a severe tidal flood hits Venice.
· November 5 – Thirty-eight African states demand that the United Kingdom use force against the Rhodesian government.
· November 6 – Lunar Orbiter 2 is launched.
· November 8 – Screen actor Ronald Reagan is elected Governor of California.
· November 10 – Seán Lemass retires as Taoiseach of the Republic of Ireland, to be replaced in the role by fellow Fianna Fáil member Jack Lynch.
· November 11
· A mine kills three Israeli paratroopers on the West Bank border.
· Spain declares a general amnesty for crimes committed during the Spanish Civil War, effective only for the Falangists' side.
· November 12 – A total solar eclipse occurs, the 20th solar eclipse of Solar Saros 142.
· November 15 – Gemini 12 (James A. Lovell, Buzz Aldrin) splashes down safely in the Atlantic Ocean, 600 km (370 mi) east of the Bahamas.
· November 17
· The U.N. General Assembly decides to found the United Nations Industrial Development Organization.
· A spectacular Leonid meteor shower passes over Arizona, at the rate of 2,300 a minute for 20 minutes.
· November 24 – TABSO Flight 101, from Sofia, Bulgaria, crashes near Bratislava, Czechoslovakia, killing all 82 people on board.[42]
· November 26
· 1966 Australian federal election: Harold Holt's Liberal/Country Coalition government is re-elected with a significantly increased majority, defeating the Labor Party led by Arthur Calwell. Calwell resigns as Labor leader shortly after; he will be replaced by his deputy and future Prime Minister Gough Whitlam.
· In the Canadian Football League, the Saskatchewan Roughriders defeat the Ottawa Rough Riders to win the 54th Grey Cup at Vancouver's Empire Stadium 29–14. Saskatchewan are led by quarterback Ron Lancaster.
· November 27 – The Washington Redskins defeat the New York Giants 72–41 in the highest scoring game in National Football League history.
· November 28 – Truman Capote's Black and White Ball ("The Party of the Century") is held in New York City.
· November 29 – The SS Daniel J. Morrell sinks in a storm on Lake Huron, killing 28 of 29 crewmen.
· November 30 – Barbados achieves independence from the United Kingdom.
December
Main article: December 1966
· December 1
· Kurt Georg Kiesinger is elected Chancellor of West Germany.
· British Prime Minister Harold Wilson and Rhodesian Prime minister Ian Smith negotiate aboard HMS Tiger in the Mediterranean.
· December 2 – U Thant agrees to serve a second term as United Nations Secretary General.
· December 3 – Anti-Portuguese demonstrations occur in Macau; a curfew is declared the next day.
· December 5 – The U.S. Supreme Court rules in Bond v. Floyd that the Georgia House of Representatives must seat Julian Bond, having violated his First and Fourteenth Amendment rights.
· December 6 – Vietnam War: Bình Hòa massacre.
· December 7
· Syria offers weapons to rebels in Jordan.
· Barbados is admitted to the United Nations.
· December 8 – The Typaldos Line's ferry SS Heraklion sinks in rough seas in the Aegean Sea near Crete, leaving 217 dead.
· December 16
· The United Nations Security Council approves an oil embargo against Rhodesia.
· The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights are adopted by the General Assembly, as Resolution 2200 A (XXI).
· December 17 – South Africa does not join the trade embargo against Rhodesia.
· December 18 – How the Grinch Stole Christmas, narrated by Boris Karloff, is shown for the first time on CBS in the United States. It becomes a Christmas tradition.
· December 19 – The Asian Development Bank begins operations.
· December 20 – U.K. Prime Minister Harold Wilson withdraws all his previous offers to the Rhodesian government and announces that he will agree to independence for the country only after the establishment of a Black majority government there.
· December 22 – Prime Minister Ian Smith declares that Rhodesia is already a republic.
· December 26 – The first Kwanzaa is celebrated by Maulana Karenga, founder of Organization US (a black nationalist group) and chair of Black Studies at California State University, Long Beach, from 1989 to 2002.[43]
· December 31
· East German Premier Walter Ulbricht discusses negotiations about German reunification.
· Eight paintings worth millions of pounds are stolen from Dulwich Picture Gallery in London, but are recovered locally within a week.
· The Congolese government takes over the Union Minière du Haut Katanga.
Date unknown
· Konstantin Chernenko, later leader of the Soviet Union, becomes a candidate member of the Central Committee.
· Lise Meitner and Otto Hahn are awarded the Fermi Prize.
· The Congress of the United States creates the National Council for Marine Resources and Engineering Development.
· Martin Richards designs the programming language BCPL.
· Joseph Weizenbaum created ELIZA, the first chatbot.
· The World Buddhist Sangha Council is convened by Theravadins in Sri Lanka, with the hope of bridging differences and working together.
· The Jerusalem Bible, a Roman Catholic translation, is published in English.
· Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann publish The Social Construction of Reality.
· Long-term potentiation (LTP), the putative cellular mechanism of learning and memory, is first observed by Terje Lømo in Oslo, Norway.
· In or about this year, one person returning to Haiti from the Congo is thought to have first brought HIV to the Americas.[44]

1967
January
Main article: January 1967
· January 1 – Canada begins a year-long celebration of the 100th anniversary of Confederation, featuring the Expo 67 World's Fair.
· January 6 – Vietnam War: United States Marine Corps and Army of the Republic of Vietnam troops launch Operation Deckhouse Five in the Mekong Delta.[1]
· January 8 – Vietnam War: Operation Cedar Falls starts, in an attempt to eliminate the Iron Triangle.
· January 13 – A military coup occurs in Togo under the leadership of Étienne Eyadema.[2]
· January 15 – Louis Leakey announces the discovery of pre-human fossils in Kenya; he names the species Kenyapithecus africanus.[citation needed]
· January 23
· In Munich, the trial begins of Wilhelm Harster, accused of the murder of 82,856 Jews (including Anne Frank) when he led German security police during the German occupation of the Netherlands. He is eventually sentenced to 15 years in prison.[3]
· Milton Keynes in England is founded as a new town by Order in Council, with a planning brief to become a city of 250,000 people. Its initial designated area encloses three existing towns and twenty one villages. The area to be developed is largely farmland, with evidence of permanent settlement dating back to the Bronze Age.
· January 25 – South Vietnamese junta leader and Prime Minister Nguyen Cao Ky forces his rival, Deputy Prime Minister and Defence Minister Nguyen Huu Co, into exile while overseas on a diplomatic visit.[4]
· January 26
· The Parliament of the United Kingdom decides to nationalise 90% of the nation's steel industry.
· The largest-ever blizzard to hit the US city of Chicago begins.[5]
· January 27
· Apollo 1: U.S. astronauts Gus Grissom, Ed White and Roger Chaffee are killed when fire breaks out in their Apollo spacecraft during a launch pad test.[6]
· The United States, Soviet Union and United Kingdom sign the Outer Space Treaty (ratified by USSR May 19; comes into force October 10), prohibiting weapons of mass destruction from space.
· January 31 – West Germany and Romania establish diplomatic relations.
February
Main article: February 1967
· February 3 – Ronald Ryan becomes the last man hanged in Australia, for murdering a guard while escaping from prison in December 1965.[7]
· February 5
· NASA launches Lunar Orbiter 3.
· Italy's first guided missile cruiser, the Vittorio Veneto, is launched.
· General Anastasio Somoza Debayle becomes president of Nicaragua.
· February 6 – Alexei Kosygin arrives in the UK for an 8-day visit. He meets The Queen on February 9.
· February 7 – Serious bushfires in southern Tasmania claim 62 lives and destroy 2,642.7 square kilometres (653,025.4 acres) of land.
· February 10 – The Twenty-fifth Amendment to the United States Constitution (presidential succession and disability) is ratified.
· February 11 – Burgess Ice Rise, lying off the west coast of Alexander Island, Antarctica, is first mapped by the British Antarctic Survey (BAS).[8]
· February 13 – American researchers discover the Madrid Codices by Leonardo da Vinci in the National Library of Spain.[9]
· February 22
· Suharto takes power from Sukarno in Indonesia (see Transition to the New Order and Supersemar).
· Donald Sangster becomes the new prime minister of Jamaica, succeeding Alexander Bustamante.
· February 23
· Trinidad and Tobago is the first Commonwealth nation to join the Organization of American States.
· The Twenty-fifth Amendment to the United States Constitution is enacted.[10]
· February 24 – Moscow forbids its satellite states to form diplomatic relations with West Germany.
· February 25 – Britain's second Polaris missile submarine, HMS Renown, is launched.
· February 26 – A Soviet nuclear test is conducted at the Semipalatinsk Test Site, Eastern Kazakhstan.
March
Main article: March 1967
· March 1
· Brazilian police arrest Franz Stangl, ex-commander of Treblinka and Sobibór extermination camps.
· Óscar Gestido is sworn in as President of Uruguay after 15 years of collegiate government.
· March 4
· The first North Sea gas is pumped ashore at Easington, East Riding of Yorkshire, UK.
· Queens Park Rangers become the first 3rd Division side to win the English Football League Cup at Wembley Stadium, defeating West Bromwich Albion 3–2.
· March 9 – Joseph Stalin's daughter, Svetlana Alliluyeva, defects to the United States via the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi.[11]
· March 11 – The first phase of the Cambodian Civil War begins between the Kingdom of Cambodia and the Khmer Rouge.
· March 12 – The Indonesian State Assembly takes all presidential powers from Sukarno and names Suharto as acting president (Suharto resigned in 1998).
· March 13 – Moise Tshombe, ex-prime minister of Congo, is sentenced to death in absentia.
· March 14
· The body of U.S. President John F. Kennedy is moved to a permanent burial place at Arlington National Cemetery.
· Nine executives of the German pharmaceutical company Grunenthal are charged with breaking German drug laws because of thalidomide.
· March 18
· Torrey Canyon oil spill: The supertanker SS Torrey Canyon runs aground between Land's End and the Scilly Isles off the coast of Britain, causing the biggest oil spill in history up to that point.[12]
· March 19 – A referendum in French Somaliland favors the connection to France.[13]
· March 21
· A military coup takes place in Sierra Leone.
· Vietnam War: In ongoing campus unrest, Howard University students protesting the Vietnam War, the ROTC program on campus and the draft, confront Gen. Lewis Hershey, then head of the U.S. Selective Service System, and as he attempts to deliver an address, shout him down with cries of "America is the Black man's battleground!"[14]
· Charles Manson is released from Terminal Island. Telling the authorities that prison had become his home, he requested permission to stay. Upon his release, he relocates to San Francisco where he spends the Summer of Love.[15]
· March 26 – Jim Thompson, co-founder of the Thai Silk Company, disappears from the Cameron Highlands.[16]
· March 28 – Pope Paul VI issues the encyclical Populorum progressio.
· March 29
· The first French nuclear submarine, Le Redoutable, is launched.
· The SEACOM Asian telephone cable is inaugurated.
· Torrey Canyon oil spill: British Fleet Air Arm and Royal Air Force aircraft bomb and sink the grounded supertanker SS Torrey Canyon.
April
Main article: April 1967
· April 2 – A United Nations delegation arrives in Aden as its independence approaches. The delegation leaves April 7, accusing British authorities of lack of cooperation. The British say the delegation did not contact them.
· April 4 – Martin Luther King Jr. denounces the Vietnam War during his sermon at the Riverside Church in New York City.
· April 7 – Six-Day War (approach): Israeli fighters shoot down 7 Syrian MIG-21s.
· April 8 – Puppet on a String by Sandie Shaw (music and lyrics by Bill Martin and Phil Coulter) wins the Eurovision Song Contest 1967 for the United Kingdom.
· April 9 – The first Boeing 737 (A-100 series) takes its maiden flight.
· April 10 – The AFTRA strike is settled just in time for the 39th Academy Awards ceremony to be held, hosted by Bob Hope. Best Picture goes to A Man for All Seasons.
· April 15 – Large demonstrations are held against US involvement in the Vietnam War in New York City and San Francisco. The march, organized by the National Mobilization Committee to End the War in Vietnam, from Central Park to the United Nations drew hundreds of thousands of people, including Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Harry Belafonte, James Bevel, and Dr. Benjamin Spock, who marched and spoke at the event. A simultaneous march in San Francisco is attended by Coretta Scott King.[17]
· April 20
· The Surveyor 3 probe lands on the Moon.
· A Globe Air Bristol Britannia turboprop crashes at Nicosia, Cyprus, killing 126 people.[18]
· April 21
· Greece suffers a military coup by a group of military officers, who establish a military dictatorship led by Georgios Papadopoulos; future-Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou remains a political prisoner till December 25. The dictatorship ends in 1974.
· An outbreak of tornadoes strikes the upper Midwest section of the United States (in particular the Chicago area, including the suburbs of Belvidere and Oak Lawn, Illinois[19] where 33 people are killed and 500 injured).
· April 23 – A group of young leftist radicals are expelled from the Nicaraguan Socialist Party (PSN). This group goes on to found the Socialist Workers Party (POS).
· April 24 – Soyuz 1: Vladimir Komarov becomes the first Soviet cosmonaut to die, when the parachute of his space capsule fails during re-entry.
· April 27 – Montreal, Quebec, Expo 67, a World's Fair to coincide with the Canadian Confederation centennial, officially opens with Prime Minister Lester B. Pearson igniting the Expo Flame in the Place des Nations.
· April 28
· In Houston, Texas, United States, boxer Muhammad Ali refuses military service. He is stripped of his boxing title and barred from professional boxing for the next three years.
· Expo 67 opens to the public, with over 310,000 people attending. Al Carter from Chicago is the first visitor as noted by Expo officials.
· The U.S. aerospace manufacturer McDonnell Douglas is formed through a merger of McDonnell Aircraft and Douglas Aircraft (it becomes part of The Boeing Company three decades later).
· April 29 – Fidel Castro announces that all intellectual property belongs to the people and that Cuba intends to translate and publish technical literature without compensation.
· April 30 – Moscow's 537 m tall TV tower is finished.
May
Main article: May 1967
· May 1
· Elvis Presley and Priscilla Beaulieu are married in Las Vegas.
· GO Transit, Canada's first interregional public transit system, is established.
· May 2
· The Toronto Maple Leafs win the Stanley Cup. It is their last Stanley Cup and last finals appearance to date. It will turn out to be the last game in the Original Six era. Six more teams will be added in the fall.
· British Prime Minister Harold Wilson announces that the United Kingdom has decided to apply for EEC membership.
· May 4 – Lunar Orbiter 4 is launched by the United States.
· May 6
· Zakir Husain is the first Muslim to become president of India.
· Hong Kong 1967 riots: Clashes between striking workers and police kill 51 and injure 800.
· May 8 – The Philippine province of Davao is split into three: Davao del Norte, Davao del Sur, and Davao Oriental.
· May 9 – A partial solar eclipse took place.
· May 10 – The Greek military government accuses Andreas Papandreou of treason.
· May 11 – The United Kingdom and Ireland apply officially for European Economic Community membership.
· May 15 – The Waiting period leading up to the Six-Day War begins.
· May 17
· Syria mobilizes against Israel.
· President Gamal Abdal Nasser of Egypt demands withdrawal of the peacekeeping UN Emergency Force in the Sinai. U.N. Secretary-General U Thant complies (May 18).[20]
· May 18
· Tennessee Governor Ellington repeals the "Monkey Law" (officially the Butler Act; see the Scopes Trial).
· In Mexico, schoolteacher Lucio Cabañas begins guerrilla warfare in Atoyac de Alvarez, west of Acapulco, in the state of Guerrero.
· NASA announces the crew for the Apollo 7 space mission (the first in the Apollo series with a crew): Wally Schirra, Donn F. Eisele, and R. Walter Cunningham.
· May 19 – Yuri Andropov becomes KGB chief in the Soviet Union.[21]
· May 20 – The Spring Mobilization Conference, a gathering of 700 antiwar activists is held in Washington D.C. to chart the future moves for the U.S. antiwar movement
· May 22 – The Innovation department store in the centre of Brussels, Belgium, burns down. It is the most devastating fire in Belgian history, resulting in 323 dead and missing and 150 injured.[22]
· May 23
· A significant worldwide geomagnetic flare unfolded. Radio emissions coming from the Sun jammed military surveillance radars.[23]
· Egypt closes the Straits of Tiran to Israeli shipping, blockading Israel's southern port of Eilat, and Israel's entire Red Sea coastline.
· 25 May – Celtic F.C. defeat Inter Milan 2–1 in Lisbon to win the European Cup, becoming the first British football club to win the competition. The team, later nicknamed the Lisbon Lions, was composed entirely of players born within 30 miles of Glasgow.[24]
· May 26 – The Beatles release the groundbreaking album Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band in the United Kingdom. It becomes one of the most influential albums in popular music history.
· May 27
· Naxalite Guerrilla War: Beginning with a peasant uprising in the town of Naxalbari, this Marxist/Maoist rebellion sputters on in the Indian countryside. The guerrillas operate among the impoverished peasants, fighting both the government security forces and private paramilitary groups funded by wealthy landowners. Most fighting takes place in the states of Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha and Madhya Pradesh.[25]
· The Australian referendum, 1967 passes with an overwhelming 90% support, removing, from the Australian Constitution, 2 discriminatory sentences referring to Indigenous Australians. It signifies Australia's first step in recognising Indigenous rights.
· May 30 – Biafra, in eastern Nigeria, announces its independence, which is not recognized.
June
Main article: June 1967
June 5: Six-Day War, Israel defeats Arab countries
· June 2 – Protests in West Berlin against the arrival of the Shah of Iran turn into fights, during which 27-year-old student Benno Ohnesorg is killed by a police officer. His death results in the founding of the terrorist group 2 June Movement.[26]
· June 4 – Stockport air disaster: British Midland flight G-ALHG crashes in Hopes Carr, Stockport, killing 72 passengers and crew.
· June 5 – Six-Day War begins: Israel launches Operation Focus, an attack on Egyptian Air Force airfields; the allied armies of Egypt, Syria, Iraq, and Jordan invade Israel. Battle of Ammunition Hill, start of the Jordanian campaign
· June 7 – East Jerusalem is captured in a battle conducted by Israeli forces, without the use of artillery, in order to avoid damage to the Holy City.
· June 8
· Ras Sedr massacre in the Sinai Peninsula: a mass killing of dozens of Egyptian prisoners of war by the Israel Defense Forces.[27]
· USS Liberty incident: a United States Navy spy ship is attacked by Israeli forces, allegedly in error, killing 34 crew.
· Egypt severs diplomatic relations with the United States.
· June 10
· Six-Day War ends: Israel and Syria agree to a United Nations-mediated cease-fire.
· The Soviet Union severs diplomatic relations with Israel.
· Margrethe, heir apparent to the throne of Denmark, marries French count Henri de Laborde de Monpezat.
· June 11 – A race riot occurs in Tampa, Florida after the shooting death of Martin Chambers by police while he was allegedly robbing a camera store. The unrest lasts several days.
· June 12
· Loving v. Virginia: The United States Supreme Court declares all U.S. state laws prohibiting interracial marriage to be unconstitutional.[28]
· Venera program: Venera 4 is launched by the Soviet Union (the first space probe to enter another planet's atmosphere and successfully return data).
· June 13 – Solicitor General Thurgood Marshall is nominated as the first African American justice of the United States Supreme Court.[29]
· June 14 – Mariner program: Mariner 5 is launched toward Venus.
· June 16 – The Monterey Pop Festival begins and is held for 3 days.
· June 17 – Project 639: The People's Republic of China tests its first hydrogen bomb.[30]
· June 18 – Eighteen British soldiers are killed in the Aden police mutiny.[31]
· June 23 – Cold War: U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson meets with Soviet Premier Alexei Kosygin in Glassboro, New Jersey, for the 3-day Glassboro Summit Conference. Johnson travels to Los Angeles for a dinner at the Century Plaza Hotel where earlier in the day thousands of war protesters clashed with L.A. police.[32]
· June 24 – Flooding kills six cavers in Mossdale Caverns in the United Kingdom, the single deadliest incident in British caving.[33]
· June 25 – 400 million viewers watch Our World, the first live, international, satellite television production. It features the live debut of The Beatles' song "All You Need Is Love".
· June 26
· Pope Paul VI ordains 27 new cardinals (one of whom is the future Pope John Paul II).
· The Buffalo Race Riot begins, lasting until July 1; leads to 200 arrests.[34]
Plaque commemorating installation of world's first bank cash machine
· June 27 – The first automatic cash machine (voucher-based) is installed, in the office of Barclays Bank in Enfield, England.
· June 28 – Israel declares the annexation of East Jerusalem.
· June 30 – Moise Tshombe, former president of Katanga and former prime minister of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, is kidnapped and taken to Algeria.
July
Main article: July 1967
· July 1
· Canada celebrates its first one hundred years of Confederation.
· The EEC joins with the European Coal and Steel Community and the European Atomic Community, to form the European Communities (from the 1980s usually known as European Community [EC]).
· Seaboard Air Line Railroad merges with Atlantic Coast Line Railroad to become Seaboard Coast Line Railroad, first step to today's CSX Transportation.
· The first UK colour television broadcasts begin on BBC2. The first one is from the Wimbledon tennis championships. A full colour service begins on BBC2 on December 2.
· American Samoa's first constitution becomes effective.
· July 3 – A military rebellion led by Belgian mercenary Jean Schramme begins in Katanga, Democratic Republic of the Congo.
· July 4 – The British Parliament decriminalizes homosexuality.
· July 5 – Troops of Belgian mercenary commander Jean Schramme revolt against Mobutu Sese Seko, and try to take control of Stanleyville, Congo.
· July 6
· Nigerian Civil War: Nigerian forces invade the secessionist Biafra May 30.
· Langenweddingen level crossing disaster: A level crossing collision between a train loaded with children and a tanker-truck near Magdeburg, East Germany, kills 94 people, mostly children.
· July 7 – All You Need Is Love is released in the UK.
· July 10
· Heavy massive rains and a landslide at Kobe and Kure, Hiroshima, Japan, kill at least 371.
· New Zealand decimalises its currency from pound to dollar at £1 to $2 ($1 = 10/-).
· July 12
· The Greek military regime strips 480 Greeks of their citizenship.
· 1967 Newark riots: After the arrest of an African-American cab driver for allegedly illegally driving around a police car and gunning it down the road, race riots break out in Newark, New Jersey, lasting 5 days and leaving 26 dead.
· July 14 – Near Newark, New Jersey, the Plainfield, NJ, riots take place.
· July 16 – A prison riot in Jay, Florida, United States leaves 37 dead.
· July 19
· A race riot breaks out in the North Side of Minneapolis on Plymouth Street during the Minneapolis Aquatennial Parade; businesses are vandalized and fires break out in the area, although the disturbance is quelled within hours. However, the next day a shooting sets off another incident in the same area that leads to 18 fires, 36 arrests, 3 shootings, 2 dozen people injured, and damages totaling 4.2 million. Two more such incidents occur during the following two weeks.[35]
· Eighty-two people are killed in a collision between Piedmont Airlines Flight 22 and a Cessna 310 near Hendersonville, North Carolina, United States.
· July 20 – Chilean poet Pablo Neruda receives the first Viareggio-Versile prize.
· July 23–31 – 12th Street Riot: In Detroit, one of the worst riots in United States history begins on 12th Street in the predominantly African American inner city: 43 are killed, 342 injured and 1,400 buildings burned.
· July 24 – During an official state visit to Canada, French President Charles de Gaulle declares to a crowd of over 100,000 in Montreal: Vive le Québec libre! (Long live free Quebec!). The statement, interpreted as support for Quebec independence, delights many Quebecers but angers the Canadian government and many English Canadians.
· July 29
· An explosion and fire aboard the U.S. Navy aircraft carrier USS Forrestal in the Gulf of Tonkin leaves 134 dead.
· Georges Bidault moves to Belgium where he receives political asylum.
· An earthquake in Caracas, Venezuela leaves 240 dead.
· July 30 – The 1967 Milwaukee race riots begin, lasting through August 3 and leading to a ten-day shutdown of the city from August 1.
August
Main article: August 1967
· August 1 – The UAC TurboTrain makes its first journey.[36]
· August 6 – A pulsar is noted by Jocelyn Bell and Antony Hewish.[37] The discovery is first recorded in print in 1968: "An entirely novel kind of star came to light on Aug. 6 last year [...]".[38]
· August 7
· Vietnam War: The People's Republic of China agrees to give North Vietnam an undisclosed amount of aid in the form of a grant.
· A general strike in the old quarter of Jerusalem protests Israel's unification of the city.
· August 8 – The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is founded in Bangkok, Thailand.
· August 9 – Vietnam War – Operation Cochise: United States Marines begin a new operation in the Que Son Valley.
· August 10 – Belgian mercenary Jean Schramme's troops take the Congolese border town of Bukavu.
· August 15 – The United Kingdom Marine, &c., Broadcasting (Offences) Act 1967 declares participation in offshore pirate radio illegal. Radio Caroline defies the act and continues broadcasting.
· August 19 – West Germany receives 36 East German prisoners it has "purchased" through the border posts of Herleshausen and Wartha.
· August 21
· A truce is declared in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.
· Two U.S. Navy jets stray into the airspace of the People's Republic of China following an attack on a target in North Vietnam and are shot down. Lt. Robert J. Flynn, the only survivor, is captured alive and will be held prisoner by China until 1973.
· August 24 – Pakistan's first steel mill is inaugurated in Chittagong, East Pakistan (Bangladesh).[39]
· August 30 – Thurgood Marshall is confirmed as Justice of the United States Supreme Court. He is the first African American to hold the position.
September
Main article: September 1967
· September 1
· The Khmer–Chinese Friendship Association is banned in Cambodia.
· Ilse Koch, known as the "Witch of Buchenwald", commits suicide in the Bavarian prison of Aichach.
· September 3
· Nguyễn Văn Thiệu is elected President of South Vietnam.
· At 5:00 a.m. local time, all road traffic in Sweden switches from left-hand traffic pattern to right-hand traffic.[40]<
· September 4 – Vietnam War – Operation Swift: The United States Marines launch a search and destroy mission in Quảng Nam and Quảng Tín provinces. The ensuing 4-day battle in Que Son Valley kills 114 Americans and 376 North Vietnamese.
· September 10 – In a Gibraltar sovereignty referendum, only 44 voters out of 12,182 in the British Crown colony of Gibraltar support union with Spain.
· September 17
· A riot during a football match in Kayseri, Turkey leaves 44 dead, about 600 injured.
· Jim Morrison and The Doors defy CBS censors on The Ed Sullivan Show, when Morrison sings the word "higher" from their #1 hit Light My Fire, despite having been asked not to.
· September 27 – The RMS Queen Mary arrives in Southampton at the end of her last transatlantic crossing.
· September 30 – In the United Kingdom, BBC Radio completely restructures its national programming: the Light Programme is split between new national pop station Radio 1 (modelled on the successful pirate station Radio London) and Radio 2; the cultural Third Programme is rebranded as Radio 3; and the primarily-talk Home Service becomes Radio 4.
October
Main article: October 1967
· October 3 – An X-15 research aircraft with test pilot William J. Knight establishes an unofficial world fixed-wing speed record of Mach 6.7.
· October 4
· Omar Ali Saifuddin III of Brunei abdicates in favour of his son, His Majesty Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah.
· The Shag Harbour UFO incident occurs.
· October 5 – Widespread coverage of the mutilation of "Snippy" the horse.
· October 6 – Southern California's Pacific Ocean Park, known as the "Disneyland By The Sea", closes down.
· October 8 – Guerrilla leader Che Guevara and his men are captured in Bolivia; they are executed the following day.
· October 12
· Vietnam War: U.S. Secretary of State Dean Rusk states during a news conference that, because of North Vietnam's opposition, proposals by the U.S. Congress for peace initiatives are futile.
· The Naked Ape, by Desmond Morris, is published.[41]
· October 14 – Quebec Nationalism: René Lévesque leaves the Liberal Party.
· October 16 – Thirty-nine people, including singer-activist Joan Baez, are arrested in Oakland, California, for blocking the entrance of that city's military induction center.
· October 17
· The musical Hair opens off-Broadway. It moves to Broadway the following April.
· Vietnam War: The Battle of Ong Thanh takes place.
· October 18
· Vietnam War: Students at the University of Wisconsin–Madison protest over recruitment by Dow Chemical on the university campus; 76 are injured in the resulting riot.
· Walt Disney's 19th full-length animated feature The Jungle Book, the last animated film personally supervised by Disney, is released and becomes an enormous box-office and critical success. On a double bill with the film is the (now) much less well-known true-life adventure, Charlie the Lonesome Cougar.[42]
· The Venera 4 probe descends through the Venusian atmosphere.
· A total lunar eclipse occurred.
· October 19 – The Mariner 5 probe flies by Venus.
· October 20 – Patterson–Gimlin film: Roger Patterson and Robert Gimlin's famous film of an unidentified animate cryptid, thought to be Bigfoot or Sasquatch, is recorded at Bluff Creek, California.
· October 21
· Approximately 70,000 Vietnam War protesters march in Washington, D.C. and rally at the Lincoln Memorial; in a successive march that day, 50,000 people march to the Pentagon, where Allen Ginsberg, Abbie Hoffman, and Jerry Rubin symbolically chant to "levitate" the building and "exorcise the evil within."
· An Egyptian surface-to-surface missile sinks the Israeli destroyer Eilat, killing 47 Israeli sailors. Israel retaliates by shelling Egyptian refineries along the Suez Canal.
· October 23 – Charles de Gaulle becomes the first French Co-Prince of Andorra to visit his Andorran subjects. In addition to being President of France, de Gaulle is a joint ruler (along with Spain's Bishop of Urgel) of the tiny nation located in the mountains between France and Spain, pursuant to the 1278 agreement creating the nation.[43]
· October 25 – The Abortion Act 1967 passes in the British Parliament and receives royal assent two days later.
· October 26
· The coronation ceremony of Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi of Iran, ruler of the nation since 1941, takes place.
· U.S. Navy pilot John McCain is shot down over North Vietnam and taken prisoner. His capture is confirmed two days later, and he remains a prisoner of war for more than five years.
· October 27 – French President Charles de Gaulle vetoes British entry into the European Economic Community for the second time in the decade.
· October 29
· President Joseph Mobutu of the Democratic Republic of the Congo launches an offensive against mercenaries in Bukavu.
· Expo 67 closes in Montreal, after having attracted more than 50 million visitors in six months.
· October 30 – Hong Kong 1967 riots: British troops and Chinese demonstrators clash on the border of China and Hong Kong.
November
Main article: November 1967
· November – Islamabad officially becomes Pakistan's political capital.[44]
· November 2
· Vietnam War: U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson holds a secret meeting with a group of the nation's most prestigious leaders ("the Wise Men") and asks them to suggest ways to unite the American people behind the war effort. They conclude that the American people should be given more optimistic reports on the progress of the war.[45]
· A non-central total solar eclipse took place.
· November 3 – Vietnam War – Battle of Dak To: Around Đắk Tô (located about 280 miles north of Saigon near the Cambodian border), heavy casualties are suffered on both sides; U.S. troops narrowly win the battle on November 22.
· November 4–5 – In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, mercenaries of Jean Schramme and Jerry Puren withdraw from Bukavu, over the Shangugu Bridge, to Rwanda.
· November 6 – The Rhodesian parliament passes pro-Apartheid laws.
· November 7
· U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson signs the Public Broadcasting Act of 1967, establishing the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.
· Carl B. Stokes is elected Mayor of Cleveland, Ohio, becoming the first African American elected mayor of a major United States city.
· The 50th anniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution is celebrated in the Soviet Union.
· November 9 – Apollo program: NASA launches the first Saturn V rocket, successfully carrying the Apollo 4 test spacecraft from Cape Kennedy into Earth orbit.
· November 11 – Vietnam War: In a ceremony in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 3 United States prisoners of war are released by the Viet Cong and turned over to American "New Left" antiwar activist Tom Hayden.
· November 13 – The first of its many UFO sightings is made at Pudasjärvi, Finland.[46]
· November 14 – The Congress of Colombia, in commemoration of the 150-year anniversary of the death of Policarpa Salavarrieta, declares this day as the "Day of the Colombian Woman".
· November 15
· General Georgios Grivas and his 10,000 strong Greek Army division are forced to leave Cyprus, after 24 Turkish Cypriot civilians are killed by the Greek Cypriot National Guard in the villages of Kophinou and Ayios Theodhoros; relations sour between Nicosia and Athens. Turkey flies sorties into Greek territory, and masses troops in Thrace on her border with Greece.[citation needed]
· Test pilot Michael Adams is killed when his X-15 rocket plane tumbles out of control during atmospheric re-entry and disintegrates.
· November 17
· Vietnam War: Acting on optimistic reports he was given on November 13, U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson tells the nation that, while much remains to be done, "We are inflicting greater losses than we're taking ... We are making progress." (Two months later the Tet Offensive by the Viet Cong is widely reported as a Viet Cong victory by the U.S. press and thus as a major setback to the U.S.)[47]
· French author Régis Debray is sentenced to 30 years imprisonment in Bolivia. (He will be released in 1970 after less than three years imprisonment.)
· November 18 – The UK pound is devalued from £1 = US$2.80 to £1 = US$2.40.
· November 19 – The establishment of TVB, the first wireless commercial television station in Hong Kong.
· November 20 – The "population clock" of the United States Census Bureau records the U.S. population at 200 million people at 11:03 a.m. Washington, D.C. time.[48]
· November 21 – Vietnam War: United States General William Westmoreland tells news reporters: "I am absolutely certain that whereas in 1965 the enemy was winning, today he is certainly losing."[49]
· November 22 – UN Security Council Resolution 242 is adopted by the UN Security Council, establishing a set of principles aimed at guiding negotiations for an Arab–Israeli peace settlement.
· November 25 – 1967 Australian Senate election: The Liberal/Country Coalition government led by Prime Minister Harold Holt lost two seats, while the Labor Party led by Gough Whitlam failed to make any gains. The Democratic Labor Party won the two seats from the Liberals and gained the sole balance of power in the Senate.
· November 26 – Major floods hit Lisbon, Portugal, killing 462.
· November 27 – The Beatles release Magical Mystery Tour in the U.S. as a full album. The songs added to the original six songs on the double EP include "All You Need Is Love", "Penny Lane", "Strawberry Fields Forever", "Baby, You're a Rich Man" and "Hello, Goodbye". Release as a double EP will not take place in the UK until December.[50]
· November 28 – The first pulsar to be discovered by Earth observers is found in the constellation of Vulpecula by astronomers Jocelyn Bell Burnell and Antony Hewish, and is given the name PSR B1919+21.
· November 29 – Vietnam War: U.S. Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara announces his resignation to become president of the World Bank. McNamara's resignation follows U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson's outright rejection of McNamara's early November recommendations to freeze troop levels, stop the bombing of North Vietnam, and hand over ground fighting to South Vietnam.[51]
· November 30
· Zulfikar Ali Bhutto founds the Pakistan People's Party and becomes its first chairman. It has gone on to become one of Pakistan's major political parties (alongside the Pakistan Muslim League) that is broken into many factions, bearing the same name under different leaders, such as the Pakistan's Peoples Party Parliamentarians (PPPP).
· The People's Republic of South Yemen becomes independent of the United Kingdom.
· Pro-Soviet communists in the Philippines establish Malayang Pagkakaisa ng Kabataan Pilipino as its new youth wing.
· U.S. Senator Eugene McCarthy announces his candidacy for the Democratic Party presidential nomination, challenging incumbent President Lyndon B. Johnson over the Vietnam War.
December
Main article: December 1967
December 3: Christiaan Barnard carries out first heart transplant
· December 1 – The RMS Queen Mary is retired. Her place is taken by the Queen Elizabeth 2.
· December 3 – Christiaan Barnard carries out the world's first heart transplant at Groote Schuur Hospital in Cape Town, South Africa.
· December 4
· At 6:50 PM, a volcano erupts on Deception Island in Antarctica.
· Vietnam War: U.S. and South Vietnamese forces engage Viet Cong troops in the Mekong Delta (235 of the 300-strong Viet Cong battalion are killed).
· December 5 – In New York City, Benjamin Spock and Allen Ginsberg are arrested for protesting against the Vietnam War.
· December 6 – Vice President Jorge Pacheco Areco is sworn in as President of Uruguay after President Oscar Gestido dies in office.
· December 8 – Magical Mystery Tour is released by The Beatles as a double EP in the UK, while the only psychedelic rock album by The Rolling Stones, Their Satanic Majesties Request, is released in the UK and in the US.
· December 9
· Nicolae Ceaușescu becomes the Chairman of the Romanian State Council, making him the de facto leader of Romania.[52]
· Jim Morrison is arrested on stage in New Haven, Connecticut for attempting to spark a riot in the audience during a concert.
· December 11 – Supersonic airliner Concorde is unveiled in Toulouse, France.
· December 12 – Guess Who's Coming to Dinner, one of the seminal race relations films of the 1960s, is released to theaters.
· December 13 – King Constantine II of Greece flees the country when his coup attempt fails.
· December 15 – The Silver Bridge over the Ohio River in Point Pleasant, West Virginia, collapses, killing 46 people.
· December 17 – Harold Holt, 17th Prime Minister of Australia, disappears when swimming at Cheviot Beach, 60 km from Melbourne. He was briefly replaced as prime minister by John McEwen, until the Liberal Party elected Minister for Education and Science John Gorton as leader.
· December 19 – The Rescue Agreement setting forth rights and obligations in outer space is voted into consensus by the United Nations General Assembly.[53]
· December 26 – The Beatles' film Magical Mystery Tour receives its world première on BBC Television in the UK.
· December 29 – Hyundai Motor founded in South Korea.[54]
· December 31 – Motorcycle daredevil Evel Knievel attempts to jump 141 feet over the Caesars Palace Fountains on the Las Vegas Strip in the United States. Knievel crashes on landing and the accident is caught on film.
Date unknown
· Warner Bros. becomes a wholly owned subsidiary of Seven Arts Productions, thus becoming Warner Bros.-Seven Arts.
· The Jari project begins in the Amazon.
· Albania is officially declared an atheist state by its leader, Enver Hoxha.
· Lonsdaleite (the rarest allotrope of carbon) is first discovered in the Barringer Crater, Arizona.
· St Christopher's Hospice, the world's first purpose-built secular hospice specialising in palliative care of the terminally ill, is established in South London by Dame Cicely Saunders with the support of Albertine Winner.[55]
· PAL is first introduced in Germany.
· Gunsmoke, after 12 seasons and with declining ratings, almost gets cancelled, but protests from viewers, network affiliates and even members of Congress and especially William S. Paley, the head of the network, lead the network to move the series from its longtime late Saturday time slot to early Mondays for the fall—displacing Gilligan's Island, which initially had been renewed for a fourth season but is cancelled instead. Gunsmoke would remain on CBS until 1975.[56]
· The Greek military junta exiles Melina Mercouri.



Control Period for 1981 CYCLE: 1979-1980
1979
Events
January
Main article: January 1979
· January 1
· United Nations Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim heralds the start of the International Year of the Child.[1] Many musicians donate to the Music for UNICEF Concert fund, among them ABBA, who write the song Chiquitita to commemorate the event.
· In 1979, the United States officially severed diplomatic ties with the Republic of China (Taiwan). This decision marked a significant shift in U.S. foreign policy, turning to view the People's Republic of China as the sole legitimate representative of China.
· The United States and the People's Republic of China establish full diplomatic relations.
· Following a deal agreed during 1978, French carmaker Peugeot completes a takeover of American manufacturer Chrysler's European operations, which are based in Britain's former Rootes Group factories, as well as the former Simca factories in France.
· January 6 – Geylang Bahru family murders: Four children, aged five to ten, are brutally killed in Geylang Bahru, Singapore.
· January 7 – Cambodian–Vietnamese War: The People's Army of Vietnam and Vietnamese-backed Cambodian insurgents announce the fall of Phnom Penh, Cambodia, and the collapse of the Pol Pot regime. Pol Pot and the Khmer Rouge retreat west to an area along the Thai border, ending large-scale fighting.
· January 8 – Whiddy Island Disaster: The French tanker Betelgeuse explodes at the Gulf Oil terminal at Bantry, Ireland; 50 people are killed.
· January 9 – The Music for UNICEF Concert is held at the United Nations General Assembly to raise money for UNICEF and promote the Year of the Child. It is broadcast the following day in the United States and around the world. Hosted by the Bee Gees, other performers include Donna Summer, ABBA, Rod Stewart and Earth, Wind & Fire. A soundtrack album is later released.
· January 16 – Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi flees Iran with his family, relocating to Egypt after a year of turmoil.
· January 19 – Former U.S. Attorney General John N. Mitchell is released on parole after 19 months at a federal prison in Alabama.[2]
· January 20 – Capital punishment in Peru: Following a hasty conviction on espionage and treason charges, Air Force member Julio Vargas Garayar became the last person to be executed by Peru.
· January 22 – Uganda–Tanzania War: Battle of Mutukula: The Tanzanian military captures the Ugandan border town of Mutukula after a short battle.
· January 25 – Pope John Paul II arrives in Mexico City for his first visit to Mexico, mainly for 1979's Latin American Episcopal Conference (CELAM) or Conference of Puebla.
· January 28 – Deng Xiaoping arrives in Washington, D.C., for the first visit of a paramount leader of the People's Republic of China to the United States.
February
Main article: February 1979
22 February: Saint Lucia becomes independent
· February 1 – Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini returns to Tehran, Iran after nearly 15 years of exile.[3]
· February 3 – Ayatollah Khomeini creates the Council of the Islamic Revolution.
· February 7
· Iranian Revolution: Supporters of Ayatollah Khomeini take over the Iranian law enforcement, courts, and government administration; the final session of the Iranian National Consultative Assembly is held.
· Pluto moves inside Neptune's orbit for the first time since either was known to science.
· Nazi criminal Josef Mengele suffers a fatal stroke and drowns while swimming in Bertioga, Brazil. His remains are found in 1985.
· February 10 – 11 – The Iranian Revolution ends with the Iranian army withdrawing to its barracks leaving power in the hands of Ayatollah Khomeini, ending the Pahlavi dynasty.
· February 11 – Uganda–Tanzania War: Battle of Simba Hills: The Tanzanian military began its assault on the Simba Hills near the town of Kakuuto.
· February 12 – Prime Minister Hissène Habré starts the Battle of N'Djamena in an attempt to overthrow Chad's President Félix Malloum.
· February 13
· An intense windstorm strikes western Washington and sinks a 1.3 km (0.81 mi) long section of the Hood Canal Bridge.[4]
· The Guardian Angels are formed in New York City as an unarmed organization of young crime fighters.
· February 14 – In Kabul, Muslim extremists kidnap the American ambassador to Afghanistan, Adolph Dubs, who is killed during a gunfight between his kidnappers and police.[5]
· February 15 – A suspected gas explosion in a Warsaw bank kills 49 people.[6]
· February 17 – The People's Republic of China invades northern Vietnam, launching the Sino-Vietnamese War.
· February 18
· The 1979 Daytona 500 is televised on CBS, the first ever full airing of a 500-mile race on US television, Richard Petty wins after Cale Yarborough and Donnie Allison battle for first place on the final lap and crash out, leading to a fist fight. This race brought NASCAR to a wider audience.[7]
· The Khomeini government in Iran cuts diplomatic relations with Israel.
· February 21 – Uganda–Tanzania War: Battle of Gayaza Hills: A Tanzanian brigade successfully dislodged Ugandan forces from the Gayaza Hills. The battle is hard-fought, and the Tanzanians suffer their largest number of casualties in a single engagement of the war.
· February 22 – Saint Lucia becomes independent from the United Kingdom.[8]
· February 26
· A total solar eclipse, the last visible from the continental United States until 2017, arcs over northwestern conterminous US and central Canada ending in Greenland. A partial solar eclipse is visible over almost all of North America and Central America including the eastern half of Alaska and the western half of the UK.[9]
· The Superliner railcar enters revenue service with Amtrak.
· February 27
· The annual Mardi Gras celebration in New Orleans is cancelled due to a strike called by the New Orleans Police Department.
· The Soviet oil tanker Antonio Gramsci suffers a minor shipwreck in shallow waters shortly after leaving shore in Ventspils, resulting in a 5,000 ton oil spill, the largest that has ever occurred on the Baltic Sea.[10]
March
Main article: March 1979
· March 1
· Scottish devolution referendum: Scotland votes in favour of a Scottish Assembly, which is not implemented due to failing a condition that at least 40% of the electorate must support the proposal; in a Welsh devolution referendum, Wales votes against devolution.
· Philips publicly demonstrate a prototype of an optical digital audio disc at a press conference in Eindhoven, Netherlands.
· March 2 – Uganda–Tanzania War: Battle of Tororo: Ugandan rebels attack and capture the town of Tororo.
· March 4
· The U.S. Voyager 1 spaceprobe photos reveal Jupiter's rings.
· Uganda–Tanzania War: Battle of Tororo: The Ugandan military retakes Tororo from rebels.
· March 5 – Voyager 1 makes its closest approach to Jupiter at 277,000 kilometres (172,000 mi).
· March 7 – The largest Magnetar (Soft gamma repeater) event is recorded.
· March 8
· Philips demonstrates the compact disc publicly for the first time.
· Thousands of women participate in the International Women's Day Protests in Tehran, 1979 against the introduction of mandatory veiling during the Iranian revolution.
· Images taken by Voyager 1 prove the existence of volcanoes on Io, a moon of Jupiter.[11]
· March 10 – Uganda–Tanzania War: Battle of Lukaya: The Ugandan military, a Libyan expeditionary force and allied Palestine Liberation Organisation militants begin a counter-offensive against Tanzanian troops in south-central Uganda. The Ugandan-led alliance retakes Lukaya after a short clash with the Tanzanian military.
· March 11 – Uganda–Tanzania War: Battle of Lukaya: The Tanzanian military counter-attacks at Lukaya, completely defeating the Ugandan-led alliance. This defeat permanently cripples the Ugandan military.
· March 13 – Maurice Bishop leads a successful coup in Grenada. His government will be crushed by American intervention in 1983.
· March 14 – In China, a Hawker Siddeley Trident crashes into a factory near Beijing, killing 31 people on the ground and injuring 200.
· March 16
· End of major hostilities in the Sino-Vietnamese War.
· In his letter to the United Nations, Elisio De Figueiredo, the People's Republic of Angola's Permanent Representative to the United Nations, requests an urgent meeting of the United Nations Security Council on the question of South Africa's continuous acts of aggression in Angola.[12]
· March 17 – The Penmanshiel Tunnel in the UK collapses, killing two workers.[13]
· March 19 – C-SPAN, an American television channel focusing on government and public affairs, is launched.
· March 18 – Ten miners die in a methane gas explosion at Golborne Colliery near Wigan, Greater Manchester, England.[14]
· March 22 – The National Hockey League votes to approve its merger with the World Hockey Association, to take effect in three months, following the leagues' respective postseasons.
· March 25 – The first fully functional Space Shuttle orbiter, Columbia, is delivered to the Kennedy Space Center, to be prepared for its first launch.
· March 26
· In a ceremony at the White House, President Anwar Sadat of Egypt and Prime Minister Menachem Begin of Israel sign an Egypt–Israel peace treaty.
· Michigan State University, led by Earvin "Magic" Johnson, defeats Larry Bird-led Indiana State 75–64 in the NCAA tournament championship game at Salt Lake City.
· March 28
· In Britain, James Callaghan's minority Labour government loses a motion of confidence by one vote, forcing a general election which is to be held on 3 May.[15]
· America's most serious nuclear power plant accident occurs, at Three Mile Island, Pennsylvania.
· March 29 – Sultan Yahya Petra of Kelantan, the 6th Yang di-Pertuan Agong (Head of State) of Malaysia, dies in office. He is replaced by Sultan Ahmad Shah of Pahang.
· March 30 – Airey Neave, Conservative M.P. in the British House of Commons, is killed, presumably by an Irish National Liberation Army bomb in the car park for the Houses of Parliament.
· March 31
· The last British soldier (belonging to the Royal Navy) leaves the Maltese Islands, after 179 years of presence. Malta declares its Freedom Day (Jum il-Helsien).
· Milk and Honey win the Eurovision Song Contest 1979 for Israel, with the song Hallelujah.
April
Main article: April 1979
· April 1
· Iran's government becomes an Islamic Republic by a 98% vote, overthrowing the Shah officially.
· Nickelodeon launches from QUBE's Pinwheel experiment and begins airing on various Warner Cable systems beginning in Buffalo, New York, expanding its audience reach.
· Dale Earnhardt Sr. wins his first career NASCAR race at the 1979 Southeastern 500 at Bristol Motor Speedway. He would go on to win 76 races and seven championships during his career.
· April 1 – 18 – Police lock Andreas Mihavecz in a holding cell in Bregenz, Austria and forget about him, leaving him there without food or drink.
· April 2 – Sverdlovsk anthrax leak: A Soviet biowarfare laboratory at Sverdlovsk accidentally releases airborne anthrax spores, killing 66 plus an unknown amount of livestock. It is a violation of the Biological Weapons Convention of 1972.
· April 2 – In Japan, the channel of TV Asahi premieres Doraemon.
· April 4 – Pakistani Prime Minister Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto is executed by hanging for the murder of a political opponent.
· April 6 – Student protests break out in Nepal.
· April 7 – In Japan, Yoshiyuki Tomino directs Mobile Suit Gundam, the first series of the metaseries of the same name.
· April 10 – A tornado hits Wichita Falls, Texas, killing 42 people (the most notable of 26 tornadoes that day).
· April 11 – Uganda–Tanzania War: Fall of Kampala: Tanzanian troops take Kampala, the capital of Uganda; Idi Amin flees.
· April 13 – The La Soufrière volcano erupts in St. Vincent and the Grenadines.
· April 14 – The Progressive Alliance of Liberia stages a protest, without a permit, against an increase in rice prices proposed by the government, with clashes between protestors and the police resulting over 70 deaths and over 500 injured.[16]
· April 15 – 1979 Montenegro earthquake: A 6.9 Mw shock affects Montenegro (then part of Yugoslavia) and parts of Albania, causing extensive damage to coastal areas and taking 136 lives; the old town of Budva is devastated.
· April 17 – Schoolchildren in the Central African Republic are arrested (and around 100 killed) for protesting against compulsory school uniforms. An African judicial commission later determines that Emperor Jean-Bédel Bokassa "almost certainly" took part in the massacre.
· April 22 – The Albert Einstein Memorial is unveiled at the National Academy of Sciences in Washington, D.C.
· April 23 – Fighting breaks out in London between the Anti-Nazi League and the Metropolitan Police's Special Patrol Group; protester Blair Peach receives fatal injuries during the incident, now officially attributed to the SPG.
May
Main article: May 1979
· May 1 – Greenland is granted limited autonomy from Denmark, with its own Parliament sitting in Nuuk.
· May 3 – The 1979 United Kingdom general election for the House of Commons takes place, giving the Conservatives a majority, and designating Margaret Thatcher the nation's first woman prime minister, ending the rule of James Callaghan's Labour government.[17]
· May 4 – Thatcher is appointed the prime minister of the United Kingdom.
· May 8 – Ten shoppers die in a fire at the Woolworths department store in Manchester city centre in England.
· May 9
· The Salvadoran Civil War begins.
· The Unabomber bomb injures Northwestern University graduate student John Harris.
· May 10 – The Federated States of Micronesia becomes self-governing.
· May 15 – Uganda–Tanzania War: Battle of Lira: Tanzania and its Uganda National Liberation Front allies capture Lira, Uganda, from the forces of Ugandan dictator Idi Amin.
· May 21
· Dan White is convicted of manslaughter, rather than murder, for the assassination of San Francisco Mayor George Moscone and Supervisor Harvey Milk, after using what would become known as the "Twinkie defense" and persuading a jury that the crime was not premeditated. The maximum sentence is seven years imprisonment, with eligibility for early parole, prompting the "White Night riots" in the gay community.
· The Montreal Canadiens defeat the New York Rangers four games to one to win their fourth consecutive Stanley Cup.
· May 24
· Thorpe Park: Opens its doors having attractions such as Phantom Fantasia also next door had a farm called Thorpe Farm
· May 25
· American Airlines Flight 191: In Chicago, a DC-10 crashes during takeoff at O'Hare International Airport, killing all 271 on board and 2 people on the ground in the deadliest aviation accident in U.S. history.
· John Spenkelink is executed in Florida, in the first use of the electric chair in America after the reintroduction of the death penalty in 1976.
· Etan Patz, six years old, is kidnapped in New York. He is often referred to as the "Boy on the Milk Carton" and the investigation later sprouts into one of the most famous child abduction cases of all time. This is a cold case until 2010 when it is re-opened. In April 2017, Pedro Hernandez is convicted of the murder and kidnapping and sentenced to life imprisonment.
· May 27 – Indianapolis 500: Rick Mears wins the race for the first time, and car owner Roger Penske for the second time.
June
Main article: June 1979
· June 1
· The Vizianagaram district is formed in Andhra Pradesh, India.
· The first black-led government of Rhodesia in 90 years takes power, in succession to Ian Smith and under his power-sharing deal, in the unrecognized republic of Zimbabwe Rhodesia.
· The Seattle SuperSonics win the NBA Championship against the Washington Bullets.
· June 2
· Pope John Paul II arrives in his native Poland on his first official, nine-day stay, becoming the first Pope to visit a Communist country. This visit, known as nine days that changed the world, brings about the solidarity of the Polish people against Communism, ultimately leading to the rise of the Solidarity movement.
· Los Angeles' city council passes the city's first homosexual rights bill signed without fanfare by mayor Tom Bradley.
· June 3
· Ixtoc I oil spill: A blowout at the Ixtoc I oil well in the southern Gulf of Mexico causes at least 600,000 tons (176,400,000 gallons) of oil to be spilled into the waters, the worst oil spill to date. Some estimate the spill to be 428 million gallons, making it the largest unintentional oil spill until it is surpassed by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill in 2010.
· 1979 Italian general election: The Italian Communist Party loses a significant number of seats.
· June 4
· Joe Clark becomes Canada's 16th and youngest Prime Minister.
· Flight Lieutenant Jerry Rawlings takes power in Ghana after a military coup in which General Fred Akuffo is overthrown.
· Following the "Muldergate" Information Scandal, John Vorster resigns as State President of South Africa.[18]
· June 7 – 1979 European Parliament election: The first direct elections to the European Parliament begin, allowing citizens from across all nine (at this time) member states of the European Communities to elect 410 MEPs. It is also the first international election in history.
· June 9 – 23 – The 1979 Cricket World Cup is held in England with West Indies defeating England in the final.
· June 12 – Bryan Allen flies the man-powered Gossamer Albatross across the English Channel.
· June 13 – The 1979 NHL Expansion Draft takes place, restocking the franchises from Edmonton, Hartford, Quebec, and Winnipeg, which are being admitted from the WHA as expansion teams.
· June 15
· McDonald's introduces the Happy Meal in the United States in a nationwide advertising campaign after testing the product since February in franchises in the U.S. state of Missouri.[19]
· The ecological horror-thriller Prophecy is released in the United States by Paramount Pictures.
· June 18 – Jimmy Carter and Leonid Brezhnev sign the SALT II agreement in Vienna.
· June 19 – Marais Viljoen becomes State President of South Africa.[18]
· June 20 – A Nicaraguan National Guard soldier kills ABC TV news correspondent Bill Stewart and his interpreter Juan Espinosa. Other members of the news crew capture the killing on tape.
· June 22
· Former Liberal Party leader Jeremy Thorpe was acquitted of conspiracy to murder Norman Scott, who had accused Thorpe of having a relationship with him.[20]
· The WHA formally ceases operations, completing the merger with the NHL.
· June 23 – New South Wales Premier Neville Wran officially opens the Eastern Suburbs Railway in Sydney. It operates as a shuttle between Central and Bondi Junction until full integration with the Illawarra Line in 1980.
· June 24 – The Permanent Peoples' Tribunal, an international opinion tribunal, is founded in Bologna at the initiative of Senator Lelio Basso.
· June 25 – NATO Supreme Allied Commander Alexander Haig escapes an assassination attempt in Belgium by the Baader-Meinhof terrorist organization.
July
Main article: July 1979
12 July: Kiribati becomes independent
· July 1
· Sweden becomes the first country to outlaw corporal punishment in the home.
· The Sony Walkman goes on sale for the first time in Japan.
· July 3 – U.S. President Jimmy Carter signs the first directive for secret aid to the opponents of the pro-Soviet regime in Afghanistan.
· July 5 – Queen Elizabeth II attends the millennium celebrations of the Isle of Man's Parliament, Tynwald.[21]
· July 8 – Los Angeles passes its gay and lesbian civil rights bill.[citation needed]
· July 9 – A car bomb destroys a Renault owned by Nazi hunters Serge and Beate Klarsfeld at their home in France. A note purportedly from ODESSA claims responsibility.
· July 11 – NASA's first orbiting space station, Skylab, begins falling back Earth as its orbit decays after more than six years.
· July 12
· The Gilbert Islands become fully independent of the United Kingdom as Kiribati.
· A Disco Demolition Night publicity stunt goes awry at Comiskey Park, forcing the Chicago White Sox to forfeit their game against the Detroit Tigers.
· Carmine Galante, boss of the Bonanno crime family, is assassinated in Brooklyn.
· A fire at a hotel in Zaragoza, Spain, leaves 72 dead, the worst hotel fire in Europe in decades.
· July 15 – President Jimmy Carter addresses the nation in a televised speech talking about the "crisis of confidence in America today"; it would go on to be known as his "national malaise" speech.
· July 16 – Iraqi President Hasan al-Bakr resigns and Vice President Saddam al-Tikriti, more commonly referred to in the Western press as "Saddam Hussein", assumes the presidency.
· July 17 – Nicaraguan president General Anastasio Somoza Debayle resigns and flees to Miami.
· July 18 – Over 500 people die after a tsunami occurs on Lembata Island, triggered by a landslide on the Iliwerung volcano.[22]
· July 21
· Nicaraguan Revolution: The Sandinista National Liberation Front concludes a successful revolutionary campaign against the Somoza dynasty and assumes power in Nicaragua.
· Maria de Lourdes Pintasilgo becomes prime minister of Portugal.
· Maritza Sayalero of Venezuela wins the Miss Universe pageant; the stage collapses after contestants and news photographers rush to her throne.
· The disco music genre dominates and peaks on the Billboard Hot 100 chart, with the first six spots (beginning with Donna Summer's Bad Girls), and seven of the chart's top ten songs ending that week.
· July 22 – 1979 Ba'ath Party Purge: Iraqi president Saddam Hussein arranges the arrest and later execution of nearly seventy members of his ruling Ba'ath Party.
· July 28 – Morarji Desai resigns as India's prime minister and Charan Singh succeeds him.
August
Main article: August 1979
· August 3 – Dictator Francisco Macías Nguema of Equatorial Guinea is overthrown in a bloody coup d'état led by Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo.
· August 4 – Opening game of the American Football Bundesliga played between Frankfurter Löwen and Düsseldorf Panther, first-ever league game of American football in Germany.[23]
· August 5 – The Polisario Front signs a peace treaty with Mauritania. Mauritania withdraws from the Western Sahara territory it had occupied, and cedes it to the SADR.
· August 6 – Bauhaus releases their debut single "Bela Lugosi's Dead", considered to be the first gothic rock release.
· August 8 – Two American commercial divers, Richard Walker and Victor Guiel, die of hypothermia after their diving bell becomes stranded at a depth of over 160 metres (520 ft) in the East Shetland Basin. The legal repercussions of the accident will lead to important safety changes in the diving industry.[24][25]
· August 9 – Raymond Washington, co-founder of the Crips, today one of the largest, most notorious gangs in the United States, is killed in a drive-by shooting in Los Angeles; the killers have not yet been identified.
· August 10 – Michael Jackson releases his breakthrough album Off the Wall. It sells 7 million copies in the United States alone, making it a 7× platinum album.
· August 11
· The former Mauritanian province of Tiris al-Gharbiyya in Western Sahara is annexed by Morocco.
· The Machchu-2 dam in Morbi, India, collapses, killing between 1800 and 25000 people in one of the worst ever dam failures.
· August 14 – A freak storm during the Fastnet Race results in the deaths of 15 sailors.
· August 17 – The controversial religious satirical film Monty Python's Life of Brian premieres in the United States.
· August 27 – The Troubles: Lord Mountbatten of Burma and two others are killed in a bombing on his boat in the Republic of Ireland by the Provisional Irish Republican Army (IRA). Mountbatten was a British fleet admiral, statesman and an uncle of The Duke of Edinburgh. On the same day, the Warrenpoint ambush occurs, killing 18 British soldiers. Doreen Knatchbull, Baroness Brabourne would die in a hospital the following day from injuries sustained in the bombing.
· August 29 – A national referendum is held in which Somali voters approve a new liberal constitution, promulgated by President Siad Barre to placate the United States.
September
Main article: September 1979
· September 1
· The U.S. Pioneer 11 becomes the first spacecraft to visit Saturn when it passes the planet at a distance of 21,000 kilometres (13,000 mi).
· Sri Lanka Army Women's Corps is formed.
· September 7 – The first cable sports channel, the Entertainment Sports Programming Network (better known as ESPN), is launched in the United States.
· September 9 – The long-running comic strip For Better or For Worse begins its run, in Canada, before becoming syndicated elsewhere in North America and the world.
· September 12 – Hurricane Frederic makes landfall at 10:00 p.m. on Alabama's Gulf Coast.
· September 13 – South Africa grants independence to the "homeland" of Venda (not recognised outside South Africa).
· September 16
· East German balloon escape: Two families flee from East Germany by balloon.
· The Sugarhill Gang release Rapper's Delight in the United States, the first rap single to become a Top 40 hit on the Billboard Hot 100.
· September 20 – French paratroopers help David Dacko to overthrow Emperor Bokassa in the Central African Empire.
· September 22 – Vela incident: The "South Atlantic Flash" is observed near the Prince Edward Islands in the Indian Ocean, thought to be a nuclear weapons test conducted by South Africa and Israel.
· September 29 – The overthrown dictator Francisco Macías Nguema of Equatorial Guinea is convicted of genocide and executed by firing squad.
· September 30 – The MTR in Hong Kong begins service with the opening of its Modified Initial System, the Kwun Tong Line.
October
Main article: October 1979
27 October: Saint Vincent and the Grenadines becomes independent
· October 1 – Nigeria terminates military rule, and the Second Nigerian Republic is established.
· October 1 – 7 – Pope John Paul II makes a six-city visit to the United States, starting in Boston.
· October 1 – The MTR, the rapid transit railway system in Hong Kong, opens.
· October 2 – Pope John Paul II arrives in New York City for his first papal tour where he addresses the U.N. General Assembly against all forms of concentration camps and torture.
· October 6 – Federal Reserve System changes from an interest rate target policy to a money supply target policy.
· October 7 – Pope John Paul II ends his first U.S. papal visit in Washington, D.C., with his first-ever visit to the White House.
· October 9 – Peter Brock wins the Bathurst 1000 by a record six laps, with a lap record on the last lap.
· October 12
· Near Guam, Typhoon Tip reaches a record intensity of 870 millibars, the lowest pressure recorded at sea level. This makes Tip the most powerful tropical cyclone in known world history.
· Thorbjörn Fälldin returns as Prime Minister of Sweden, replacing Ola Ullsten who is named Foreign Minister of Sweden.
· The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy, the first novel by Douglas Adams, is published in the United Kingdom
· October 14 – National March for gay rights takes place in Washington, D.C., involving tens of thousands of people.
· October 15 – Black Monday events, in which members of a political group sack a newspaper office, unfold in Malta.
· October 16 – A tsunami in Nice, France kills 23 people.
· October 17 – The Pittsburgh Pirates become only the fourth MLB team (as well as the only MLB franchise to accomplish the feat twice) to recover from a 3-games-to-1 deficit to win the 1979 World Series.
· October 19 – 13 U.S. Marines die in a fire at Camp Fuji, Japan as a result of Typhoon Tip.[26]
· October 20 – The first McDonald's in Singapore opens at Liat Towers in Orchard Road.[27]
· October 26 –
· Park Chung Hee, the President of South Korea, is assassinated by KCIA director Kim Jae-gyu.
· The eradication of the smallpox virus is announced by the World Health Organization,[28] making smallpox the first of only two human diseases that have been driven to extinction (rinderpest in 2011 being the other).
· October 27 – Saint Vincent and the Grenadines gains independence from the UK.
· October 31 – Western Airlines Flight 2605 crashes upon landing at Mexico City International Airport, killing 72 occupants plus one on the ground; 16 people on board survive.
November
Main article: November 1979
· November 1
· Military coup in Bolivia.
· Iran hostage crisis: Iranian Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini urges his people to demonstrate on November 4 and to expand attacks on United States and Israeli interests.
· November 2
· French police shoot gangster Jacques Mesrine in Paris.
· Assata Shakur (née Joanne Chesimard), a former member of the Black Panther Party and Black Liberation Army, escapes from a New York prison to Cuba, where she remains under political asylum until her death in 2025.
· November 3 – In Greensboro, North Carolina, five members of the Communist Workers Party are shot to death and seven are wounded by a group of Klansmen and neo-Nazis, during a "Death to the Klan" rally.
· November 4 – Iran hostage crisis begins: 500 Iranian radicals, mostly students, invade the U.S. Embassy in Tehran and take 90 hostages (53 of whom are American). They demand that the United States send the former Shah of Iran back to stand trial.
· November 5
· All Saints' Massacre: The military junta in Bolivia initiates a violent crack-down on its opponents.
· The radio news program Morning Edition premieres on National Public Radio in the United States.
· November 6 – At Montevideo, Uruguay, the International Olympic Committee adopts a resolution, whereby Taiwan Olympic and sports teams will participate with the name Republic of China in future Olympic Games and international sports tournaments and championships.
· November 7 – U.S. Senator Ted Kennedy announces that he will challenge President Jimmy Carter for the 1980 Democratic presidential nomination.
· November 9
· The Carl Bridgewater murder trial ends in England with all four men found guilty. James Robinson, 45, and 25-year-old Vincent Hickey are sentenced to life imprisonment with a recommended 25-year minimum for murder. 18-year-old Michael Hickey is also found guilty of murder and sentenced to indefinite detention. Patrick Molloy, 53, is found guilty on a lesser charge of manslaughter and sentenced to 12 years in prison.[29]
· Nuclear false alarm: the NORAD computers and the Alternate National Military Command Center in Fort Ritchie, Maryland, detect an apparent massive Soviet nuclear strike. After reviewing the raw data from satellites and checking the early-warning radars, the alert is cancelled.[30]
· November 10 – 1979 Mississauga train derailment: A 106-car Canadian Pacific freight train carrying explosive and poisonous chemicals from Windsor, Ontario, Canada derails in Mississauga, just west of Toronto, causing a massive explosion and the largest peacetime evacuation in Canadian history and one of the largest in North American history.
· November 12
· Iran hostage crisis: In response to the hostage situation in Tehran, U.S. President Jimmy Carter orders a halt to all oil imports into the United States from Iran.
· Süleyman Demirel, of the Justice Party (AP) forms the new government of Turkey (43rd government, a minority government).
· November 13 – Ronald Reagan announces his candidacy for President of the United States, 9 days after the beginning of the Iran hostage crisis.
· November 14 – Iran hostage crisis: U.S. President Jimmy Carter issues Executive Order 12170, freezing all Iranian assets in the United States and U.S. banks in response to the hostage crisis.
· November 15 – British art historian and former Surveyor of the Queen's Pictures Anthony Blunt's role as the "fourth man" of the 'Cambridge Five' double agents for the Soviet NKVD during World War II is revealed by Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher in the House of Commons of the United Kingdom;[31] she gives further details on November 21.[32]
· November 16 – Bucharest Metro Line One is opened, in Bucharest, Romania (from Timpuri Noi to Semanatoarea stations, 8.63 kilometres (5.36 mi)).
· November 17 – Iran hostage crisis: Iranian leader Ruhollah Khomeini orders the release of 13 female and African American hostages being held at the U.S. Embassy in Tehran.
· November 20 – Grand Mosque seizure: A group of 200 Juhayman al-Otaybi militants occupy Mecca's Masjid al-Haram, the holiest place in Islam. They are driven out by Saudi military forces after bloody fighting that leaves 250 people dead and 600 wounded.
· November 21 – After false radio reports from the Ayatollah Khomeini that the Americans had occupied the Grand Mosque in Mecca, the United States Embassy in Islamabad, Pakistan is attacked by a mob and set afire, killing four, and disturbing Pakistan–United States relations.
· November 23 – The Troubles: In Dublin, Ireland, Provisional Irish Republican Army member Thomas McMahon is sentenced to life in prison for the assassination of Lord Mountbatten of Burma in August. He was released in 1998 under the terms of the Good Friday Agreement.
· November 25 – The last cargo of phosphate was shipped from Banaba Island in Kiribati in the South Pacific Ocean, bringing an end to the island's chief industry.
· November 28 – Air New Zealand Flight 901: an Air New Zealand DC-10 crashes into Mount Erebus in Antarctica on a sightseeing trip, killing all 257 people on board.
· November 29 – After 12 years of environmental controversy and legal action, the Tennessee Valley Authority's Tellico Dam project is completed.[33] It remains the last dam to be built by the agency as of 2023.[34]
· November 30 – The Wall, a rock opera concept album by Pink Floyd, is first released.
December
Main article: December 1979
· December 3
· The Who concert disaster: Eleven fans are killed during a crowd crush for unreserved seats before The Who rock concert at the Riverfront Coliseum in Cincinnati.
· The United States dollar exchange rate with the Deutsche Mark falls to 1.7079 DM, the all-time low so far; this record is not broken until November 5, 1987.
· Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini becomes the first Supreme Leader of Iran.
· December 4 – The Hastie fire in Kingston upon Hull, England, leads to the deaths of 3 boys and begins the hunt for Bruce George Peter Lee, the UK's most prolific killer.
· December 5 – Jack Lynch resigns as Taoiseach of Ireland; he is succeeded by Charles Haughey.
· December 6 – The world premiere of Star Trek: The Motion Picture is held at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C.
· December 12
· The NATO Double-Track Decision: is the decision of NATO from December 12, 1979, to offer the Warsaw Pact a mutual limitation of medium-range ballistic missiles and intermediate-range ballistic missiles combined with the threat that in case of disagreement NATO would deploy more middle-range nuclear weapons in Western Europe, following the so-called "Euromissile Crisis".
· The 8.2 Mw Tumaco earthquake shakes Colombia and Ecuador with a maximum Mercalli intensity of IX (Violent), killing 300–600, and generating a large tsunami.
· Coup d'état of December Twelfth: South Korean Army Major General Chun Doo-hwan orders the arrest of Army Chief of Staff General Jeong Seung-hwa without authorization from President Choi Kyu-hah, alleging involvement in the assassination of ex-President Park Chung Hee.
· The unrecognised state of Zimbabwe Rhodesia returns to British control and resumes using the name Southern Rhodesia.
· December 13 – The Canadian Progressive Conservative minority government of Prime Minister Joe Clark, falls in a non-confidence motion.
· December 15 – The directorial debut of Hayao Miyazaki, The Castle of Cagliostro based on the manga series Lupin III is released in Japan.
· December 21 – Lancaster House Agreement: A ceasefire for Rhodesia is signed at London.
· December 23 – The highest aerial tramway in Europe, the Klein Matterhorn, opens.
· December 24
· The Soviet Union covertly launches its invasion of Afghanistan – 3 days later, PDPA general secretary Hafizullah Amin is executed in Operation Storm-333 and Babrak Karmal replaces him, beginning the war.
· The first European Ariane rocket is launched.
· December 26 – In Rhodesia, 96 Patriotic Front guerrillas enter the capital Salisbury to monitor a ceasefire that begins December 28.
Date unknown
· The One-child policy is introduced in China – it contributes to the country's sex-ratio imbalance. It was loosened in 2013.
· Hànyǔ Pīnyīn is widely adopted as the official romanization system for Standard Chinese, leading to changes in Western spelling of Chinese toponyms.
· VisiCalc becomes the first commercial spreadsheet program.
· The first usenet experiments are conducted by Tom Truscott and Jim Ellis of Duke University.
· Worldwide per capita oil production reaches a historic peak.
· The remains of Tsar Nicholas II and some of the Romanovs are discovered and exhumed near Sverdlovsk (now Yekaterinburg).
· NBC introduces a new version of its famous peacock, used in conjunction with the 1975-style N, for the Fall season.
· Onde Tem Bruxa Tem Fada, book is published.
· China International Trust Investment Group (CITIC) founded.[35

1980
January
Main article: January 1980
· January 4 – U.S. President Jimmy Carter proclaims a grain embargo against the USSR with the support of the European Commission.[1]
· January 6 – Global Positioning System time epoch begins at 00:00 UTC.
· January 9 – In Saudi Arabia, 63 Islamist insurgents are beheaded for their part in the siege of the Great Mosque in Mecca in November 1979.[2]
· January 14 – Congress (I) party leader, Indira Gandhi returns to power as the Prime Minister of India.[3]
· January 20 – At least 200 people are killed when the Corralejas Bullring collapses at Sincelejo, Colombia.[4]
· January 21 – The London Gold Fixing hits its highest price ever of $843 per troy ounce[5] ($2,249.50 in 2020 when adjusted for inflation).
· January 22 – Andrei Sakharov, Soviet scientist and human rights activist, is arrested in Moscow.[6]
· January 26 – Israel and Egypt establish diplomatic relations.[7]
· January 27 – Canadian Caper: Six United States diplomats, posing as Canadians, manage to escape from Tehran, Iran, as they board a flight to Zürich, Switzerland, on Swissair.
· January 31 – Burning of the Spanish Embassy in Guatemala: The Spanish Embassy in Guatemala is invaded and set on fire, killing 36 people. In the United States, it is dubbed "Spain's own Tehran".[8]
February
Main article: February 1980
· February 2 – Abscam: FBI personnel target members of the Congress of the United States in a sting operation.[9]
· February 2–3 – The New Mexico State Penitentiary riot takes place; 33 inmates are killed and more than 100 inmates injured.
· February 4 – Abolhassan Banisadr is sworn in as the first President of Iran after winning the January 25 presidential election.
· February 13 – The 1980 Winter Olympics open in Lake Placid, New York.[10]
· February 15 – In Vanuatu, followers of John Frum's cargo cult on the island of Tanna declare secession as the nation of Tafea.
· February 16 – A total solar eclipse is seen in North Africa and West Asia. It was the 50th solar eclipse of Solar Saros 130.
· February 22 – The US upset the USSR in the Olympics, a hockey game known as the Miracle on Ice. They then proceeded to defeat Finland to secure the first and only gold medal since 1960.
· February 23 – Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini states that Iran's parliament will decide the fate of the American embassy hostages.
· February 25 – A coup in Suriname ousts the government of Henck Arron; leaders Dési Bouterse and Roy Horb replace it with a National Military Council.[11]
· February 27 – M-19 guerrillas begin the Dominican embassy siege in Colombia, holding 60 people hostage, including 14 ambassadors.[12]
March
Main article: March 1980
· March 1
· Steven Stayner returned home after being kidnapped for seven years, and brought a 5 year old, Timothy White (abduction victim), who had been kidnapped after Steven, to a police station to save him.
· The Commonwealth Trade Union Council is established.
· The Voyager 1 probe confirms the existence of Janus, a moon of Saturn.
· March 3 – Pierre Trudeau returns to office as Prime Minister of Canada.
· March 4 – Robert Mugabe is elected Prime Minister of Zimbabwe.[13]
· March 8 – The Soviet Union's first rock music festival starts.
· March 14 – LOT Polish Airlines Flight 007 crashes during an emergency landing near Warsaw, Poland, killing a 14-man American boxing team and 73 others.[14]
· March 18 – Fifty people are killed at the Plesetsk Cosmodrome in Russia, when a Vostok-2M rocket explodes on its launch pad during a fueling operation.
· March 19–20 – The MV Mi Amigo, the ship housing pirate radio station Radio Caroline, sinks off the English coast (the station returns aboard a new ship in 1983).
· March 21 – U.S. President Jimmy Carter announces that the United States will boycott the 1980 Summer Olympics in Moscow because of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.[15]
· March 26 – A mine lift cage at the Vaal Reefs gold mine in South Africa falls 1.9 kilometres (1.2 mi), killing 23 workers.[16]
· March 27 – The Norwegian oil platform Alexander L. Kielland collapses in the North Sea, killing 123 of its crew of 212.[17]
· March 28 – The Talpiot Tomb is discovered by construction workers in Jerusalem.[18]
April
Main article: April 1980
· April 1 – The Southern African Development Coordination Conference (SADCC) is formed in Lusaka, Zambia.
· April 2 – The St Pauls riot breaks out in Bristol.[19]
· April 7 – The United States severs diplomatic relations with Iran and imposes economic sanctions, following the taking of American hostages on November 4, 1979.[20]
· April 10 – In Lisbon, Portugal, the governments of Spain and the United Kingdom agree to reopen the border between Gibraltar and Spain (closed since 1969) in 1985.
· April 12
· 1980 Liberian coup d'état: Samuel K. Doe overthrows the government of Liberia in a violent coup d'état, executing President William Tolbert and ending over 130 years of democratic presidential succession in that country.
· Terry Fox begins his Marathon of Hope, a plan to run across Canada to raise money for cancer research, setting off from St. John's, Newfoundland and running westward.
· April 14 – Iron Maiden's debut self-titled album Iron Maiden is released in the U.K.
· April 18 – Zimbabwe gains de jure independence from the United Kingdom with Robert Mugabe as its first Prime Minister.[21]
· April 24–25 – Operation Eagle Claw, a commando mission in Iran to rescue American embassy hostages, is aborted after mechanical problems ground the rescue helicopters. Eight United States troops are killed in a mid-air collision during the failed operation.[22]
· April 25 – Dan-Air Flight 1008 crashes in Tenerife, killing all 146 occupants; at the time it was the worst air disaster involving a British-registered aircraft in terms of loss of life.[23]
· April 26 – Louise and Charmian Faulkner disappear from outside their flat in St Kilda, Victoria, Australia.[24]
· April 27 – The Dominican embassy siege in Colombia ends with all remaining hostages released after the guerrillas are allowed to escape to Cuba.
· April 30
· Iranian Embassy siege: Six Iranian-born terrorists take over the Iranian embassy in London, England. SAS retakes the Embassy on May 5; one terrorist survives.
· Queen Juliana of the Netherlands abdicates and her daughter Beatrix accedes to the throne.[25]
May
Main article: May 1980
· May 1 – "About that Urban Renaissance...", an article by journalist Dan Rottenberg in Chicago, contains the first recorded use of the word "yuppie".[26]
· May 2 – Referendum on system of government held in Nepal.
· May 4 – Yugoslav President Josip Broz Tito dies. The largest state funeral in history is organized, with state delegations from 128 different countries out of 154 UN members at the time.
· May 7 – Paul Geidel, convicted of second-degree murder in 1911, is released from prison in Beacon, New York, after 68 years and 245 days (the longest-ever time served by an inmate).
· May 8 – Global eradication of smallpox certified by the World Health Organization.
· May 9
· In Florida, United States, the Liberian freighter Summit Venture hits the Sunshine Skyway Bridge over Tampa Bay. A 1,400-foot (430 m) section of the bridge collapses and 35 people (most of them on a bus) are killed.[27]
· James Alexander George Smith "Jags" McCartney the Turks and Caicos Islands' first chief minister, is killed in a plane crash over New Jersey.
· May 14 – The Sumpul River massacre occurs in Chalatenango, El Salvador.
· May 17 – Internal conflict in Peru: On the eve of presidential elections, Maoist guerrilla group Shining Path attacks a polling location in the town of Chuschi, Ayacucho.
· May 18 – The 1980 eruption of Mount St. Helens volcano in Washington (state) kills 57 and causes US$3 billion in damage.
· May 18–27 – Gwangju Uprising: Students in Gwangju, South Korea, begin demonstrations, calling for democratic reforms.
· May 20 – 1980 Quebec referendum: Voters in Quebec reject, by a vote of 60%, a proposal to seek independence from Canada.
· May 22 – Namco's Pac-Man, the highest-earning arcade game of all time, is released in Japan.
· May 24 – The International Court of Justice calls for the release of U.S. Embassy hostages in Tehran.
· May 26
· John Frum supporters in Vanuatu storm government offices on the island of Tanna. Vanuatu government troops land the next day and drive them away.
· May 28 – A fiery bus crash near the small village of Webb, Saskatchewan, Canada, claims 22 lives.[28]
June
Main article: June 1980
· June 1 – The first 24-hour news channel, Cable News Network (CNN), is launched.
· June 3 – 1980 Grand Island tornado outbreak: A series of deadly tornadoes strikes Grand Island, Nebraska, causing over $300m in damage, killing five people and injuring over 250.
· June 10 – Apartheid: The African National Congress in South Africa publishes a statement by their imprisoned leader Nelson Mandela.[29]
· June 23–September 6 – The 1980 United States heat wave claims 1,700 lives.
· June 23
· Sanjay Gandhi, the politically influential son of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, is killed in a plane crash.[30]
· Tim Berners-Lee begins work on ENQUIRE,[31] the system that will eventually lead to the creation of the World Wide Web in autumn 1990.
· June 25 – A Muslim Brotherhood assassination attempt against Syrian president Hafez al-Assad fails. Assad retaliates by sending the army against them.
· June 27
· Itavia Flight 870 crashes into the sea near Ustica island, Italy, killing all 81 people on board. The cause of the accident remains unclear.
· U.S. President Jimmy Carter signs Proclamation 4771, requiring 18- to 25-year-old males to register for a peacetime military draft, in response to the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.
· June 29 – Vigdís Finnbogadóttir is elected President of Iceland, making her the first woman democratically elected as head of state.
July
Main article: July 1980
July 10: Fire at Alexandra Palace
· July 8 – A wave of strikes begins in Lublin, Poland.
· July 9 – Pope John Paul II visits Brazil; seven people are crushed to death in a crowd waiting to see him at afternoon Mass at the stadium in Fortaleza.
· July 16 – Former California Governor and actor Ronald Reagan is nominated for U.S. president, at the 1980 Republican National Convention in Detroit. Influenced by the Religious Right, the convention also drops its long-standing support for the Equal Rights Amendment, dismaying moderate Republicans.
· July 19 – Former Turkish Prime Minister Nihat Erim is killed by two gunmen in Istanbul, Turkey.
· July 19–August 3 – The 1980 Summer Olympics are held in Moscow, Soviet Union. As 82 countries boycott the Games, athletes from 16 of them participate under a neutral flag.
· July 30
· Vanuatu gains independence.
· Israel's Knesset passes the Jerusalem Law.
August
Main article: August 1980
Moscow Olympic Games on August 2, 1980
· August 1 – Vigdís Finnbogadóttir becomes the 4th President of Iceland, the world's first democratically directly elected female president.[32]
· August 2 – Strage di Bologna: A terrorist bombing at the Bologna Centrale railway station in Italy kills 85 people and wounds more than 200.[33]
· August 3 – The 1980 Summer Olympics in Moscow officially ends.
· August 4 – Hurricane Allen (category 5) pounds Haiti, where it kills more than 200 people.[34]
· August 7–31 – Lech Wałęsa leads the first of many strikes at the Gdańsk Shipyard in the Polish People's Republic.
· August 17 – In Australia, baby Azaria Chamberlain disappears from a campsite at Ayers Rock (Uluru), reportedly taken by a dingo.
· August 19 – In one of aviation's worst disasters, 301 people are killed when Saudia Flight 163 catches fire in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
· August 25 – The last performance of the Jahrhundertring at the Bayreuth Festival receives ovations of 45 minutes.[35][36]
· August 31 – Victory of the strike in Gdańsk Shipyard, Poland. The Gdańsk Agreement is signed, opening a way to start the first free (i.e. not state-controlled) trade union in the communist bloc, "Solidarity" (Solidarność).
September
Main article: September 1980
· September 1 – Terry Fox is forced to end his Marathon of Hope run outside of Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada, after finding out that the cancer has spread to his lungs.
· September 2 – Ford Europe launches the Escort MK3, a new front-wheel-drive hatchback.
· September 3 – Zimbabwe breaks diplomatic and consular relations with South Africa, even though it maintains a commercial mission in Johannesburg.
· September 5 – The Gotthard Road Tunnel opens in Switzerland as the world's longest highway tunnel, at 16.3 kilometres (10.1 mi), stretching from Göschenen to Airolo beneath the Gotthard Pass.
· September 12 – Kenan Evren stages a military coup in Turkey. It stops political gang violence, but begins stronger state violence leading to the execution of many young activists.[37]
· September 17 – After weeks of strikes at the Lenin Shipyard in Gdańsk, Poland, the nationwide independent trade union Solidarity is established.[38]
· September 21 – Bülent Ulusu, ex admiral, forms the new government of Turkey (44th government, composed mostly of technocrats).[39]
· September 22 – The command council of Iraq orders its army to "deliver its fatal blow on Iranian military targets", initiating the Iran–Iraq War.[40]
· September 26
· Oktoberfest bombing: 13 people are killed and 211 injured in a right-wing terror attack in Munich (West Germany).[41]
· The Mariel boatlift in Cuba officially ends.[42]
· September 30 – Digital Equipment Corporation, Intel and Xerox introduce the DIX standard for Ethernet, which is the first implementation outside of Xerox and the first to support 10 Mbit/s speeds.[43]
October
Main article: October 1980
· October 5
· The Elisabeth blast furnace is demolished at Bilston Steelworks, marking the end of iron and steel production in the Black Country region of the U.K.[44]
· British Leyland launches its new Metro, a three-door entry-level hatchback which is designed as the eventual replacement for the Mini. It gives BL a long-awaited modern competitor for the likes of the Ford Fiesta and Vauxhall Chevette.
· October 10 – The 7.1 Mw  El Asnam earthquake shakes northern Algeria with a maximum Mercalli intensity of X (Extreme), killing 2,633–5,000 and injuring 8,369–9,000.
· October 14
· The Staggers Rail Act is enacted, deregulating American railroads.
· The 6th Congress of the Workers' Party ends, having anointed North Korean President Kim Il Sung's son Kim Jong Il as his successor.[45][46]
· October 15 – James Callaghan announces his resignation as leader of the British Labour Party.
· October 16 – The most recent atmospheric nuclear weapons test to date was conducted by China.[47]
· October 18 – 1980 Australian federal election: Malcolm Fraser's Liberal/National Country Coalition government is re-elected with a substantially reduced majority, defeating the Labor Party led by Bill Hayden. The Government also loses control of the Senate, with the Australian Democrats winning the balance of power.
· October 20
· Greece rejoins the NATO military structure.
· In continuous production since 1962, the last MG MGB roadster rolls off the assembly line at the Abingdon-on-Thames (England) factory, ending production for the MG Cars marque.
· October 21 – In Major League Baseball, The Philadelphia Phillies of the National League defeat the Kansas City Royals of the American League, 4–1, in Game Six of the World Series to win the championship.[48]
· October 25 – Proceedings on the Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction conclude at The Hague.
· October 27 – Six Provisional Irish Republican Army prisoners in Maze prison in Northern Ireland refuse food and demand status as political prisoners; the hunger strike lasts until December.
· October 30 – El Salvador and Honduras sign a peace treaty to put the border dispute fought over in 1969's Football War before the International Court of Justice.
· October 31
· The Polish government recognizes Solidarity.
· Reza Pahlavi, eldest son of the Shah of Iran, proclaims himself the rightful successor to the Peacock Throne.
November
Main article: November 1980
· November 4 – 1980 United States presidential election: Republican challenger and former Governor Ronald Reagan of California defeats incumbent Democratic President Jimmy Carter and is elected the 40th President of the United States.
· November 7 – Legendary actor Steve McQueen dies at the age of 50 of a cardiac arrest after surgery to remove tumours in his neck after previously been diagnosed with lung cancer.
· November 10–12 – Voyager program: The NASA space probe Voyager I makes its closest approach to Saturn, when it flies within 77,000 miles (124,000 km) of the planet's cloud-tops and sends the first high-resolution images of the world back to scientists on Earth.
· November 20 – The Gang of Four trial begins in China.[49]
· November 21
· A fire at the MGM Grand Hotel and Casino on the Las Vegas Strip kills 85 people.[50]
· A record number of viewers on this date (for an entertainment program) tune into the U.S. television show Dallas to learn who shot lead character J. R. Ewing. The "Who shot J.R.?" event is an international obsession.
· November 23 – The 6.9 Mw  Irpinia earthquake shakes southern Italy with a maximum Mercalli intensity of X (Extreme). Officially, there were 2,483 people killed and 8,934 injured, though the deaths may have been as high as 4,900.[51]
December
Main article: December 1980
December 8: The former Beatles member and peace activist John Lennon is shot dead outside his home in New York.
· December 2 – A missionary (Jean Donovan) and three Roman Catholic nuns (Maura Clarke, Ita Ford, Dorothy Kazel), all Americans, are murdered by a military death squad in El Salvador while doing charity work during that country's civil war.[52]
· December 8 – Murder of John Lennon: Mark David Chapman is arrested following the murder of English musician John Lennon, formerly of the Beatles, outside his New York City apartment building, The Dakota.[53]
· December 14 – Four people are murdered and four others are injured by two armed robbers at Bob's Big Boy on La Cienega Boulevard in Los Angeles, in what is one of the city's most brutal crimes ever.
· December 15 – The Academia de la Llingua Asturiana (Academy of the Asturian language) is created.
· December 16 – During a summit on the island of Bali, OPEC decides to raise the price of petroleum by 10%.

Control Period for 1987 CYCLE: 1985-1986
1985
Events
January
· January 1
· The Internet's Domain Name System is created.[citation needed]
· Greenland withdraws from the European Economic Community as a result of a new agreement on fishing rights.[1]
· January 7 – Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency launches Sakigake, Japan's first interplanetary spacecraft and the first deep space probe to be launched by any country other than the United States or the Soviet Union.
· January 15 – Tancredo Neves is elected president of Brazil by the Congress, ending the 21-year military rule.[2]
· January 27 – The Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) is formed, in Tehran.[3]
· January 28 – The charity single record "We Are the World" is recorded by USA for Africa.[4]
February
· February 4 – The border between Gibraltar and Spain reopens for the first time since Francisco Franco closed it in 1969.[5]
· February 5 – Australia cancels its involvement in U.S.-led MX missile tests.[6]
· February 9 – U.S. drug agent Kiki Camarena is kidnapped and murdered in Mexico by drug traffickers; his body is later discovered on March 5.[7]
· February 14 – Lebanon hostage crisis: CNN reporter Jeremy Levin is freed from captivity in Lebanon.[8]
· February 16
· Israel begins withdrawing troops from Lebanon.
· The ideology of Hezbollah is declared in a program issued in Beirut.
· February 19
· William J. Schroeder becomes the first patient with an artificial heart to leave the hospital.[9][10][11]
· Iberia Airlines Flight 610 crashes, killing all 148 on board.[12]
· China Airlines Flight 006 is involved in a mid-air incident; while there are 22 minor injuries and 2 serious injuries, no one is killed.[13]
· February 25 – Tears for Fears release their second studio album, Songs from the Big Chair, which includes the hit singles "Shout" and "Everybody Wants to Rule the World."[14]
· February 28 – The Provisional Irish Republican Army carries out a mortar attack on the Royal Ulster Constabulary police station at Newry in Northern Ireland. With nine officers dead, it is the highest loss of life for the RUC on a single day.[15][16]
March
· March – The GNU Manifesto, written by Richard Stallman, is first published.[17]
· March 1 – After a 12-year-long dictatorship, Julio María Sanguinetti is sworn in as the first democratically elected President of Uruguay.[18]
· March 3 – The 8.0 Mw Algarrobo earthquake hits Santiago and Valparaíso, Chile, leaving 177 dead, 2,575 injured, 142,489 houses destroyed, and approximately a million people homeless.[19]
· March 6 – Greek Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou instigated a constitutional crisis to divert voter's attention from the deterioration of the Greek economy, by suddenly not supporting Konstantinos Karamanlis for a second term as President of Greece and violating constitutional voting protocol to get his presidential candidate to power. At the same time, he proposed a constitutional reforms to remove constitutional checks and balances constraining his position.[20]
· March 8 – A Beirut car bomb, planted in an attempt to assassinate Islamic cleric Sayyed Mohammad Hussein Fadlallah, kills more than 80 people and injures 200 more.[21]
· March 11
· Mikhail Gorbachev becomes General Secretary of the Soviet Communist Party and de facto leader of the Soviet Union.[22]
· Mohamed Al-Fayed buys the London-based department store company Harrods.[23]
· March 15 – Vice-president José Sarney, upon becoming vice president, assumes the duties of president of Brazil, as the new president Tancredo Neves had become severely ill the day before. Sarney would later become Brazil's first civilian president in 21 years, upon Neves' death on April 21.[24]
· March 16 – Lebanon hostage crisis: US journalist Terry Anderson is taken hostage in Beirut; he remains a prisoner until December 4, 1991.[25]
· March 17 – Expo '85, an international exhibition, opens in Tsukuba, Ibaraki, Japan, running until September 16.[26]
· March 18 – Australia's longest-running soap opera, Neighbours, debuts on Seven Network.[27]
· March 21 – Canadian paraplegic athlete and activist Rick Hansen sets out on his 26-month, 40,000-kilometre (25,000 mi) Man in Motion tour, which raises US$26 million for spinal cord research and quality-of-life initiatives.[28]
· March 25
· The 57th Academy Awards are held in Los Angeles, with Amadeus winning Best Picture.[29]
· The Organization Commune Africaine et Malgache is officially dissolved.[30]
· March 29 - two Lockheed CC-130H Hercules of the RCAF collided mid-air above the Canadian Forces base in Edmonton killing 10 servicemen.
· March 31 – The inaugural WrestleMania is held in Madison Square Garden, New York, and is "main-evented" by Hulk Hogan and Mr. T vs. Paul Orndorff and Roddy Piper in a tag-team match.
April
· Soviet–Afghan War: The Soviet Union begins to transfer the burden of fighting the mujahideen to the armed forces of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan, a cause of the Revolutions of 1989.
· April 1 – Telegraph and Telephone Public Corporation, and Japan Tobacco and Salt Public Corporation, are privatized and change their names to Nippon Telegraph and Telephone, and Japan Tobacco, respectively.
· April 12 – El Descanso bombing: A terrorist bombing attributed to the Islamic Jihad Organization in the El Descanso restaurant near Madrid, Spain, mostly attended by U.S. personnel from the Torrejón Air Base, causes 18 deaths (all Spaniards) and 82 injuries.
· April 15 – South Africa ends its ban on interracial marriages.[31]
· April 19 – The Soviet Union performs a nuclear weapon test in eastern Kazakhstan.
· April 23 – Coca-Cola changes its formula and releases New Coke. The response is overwhelmingly negative and the original formula is back on the market in less than three months.
· April 28 – The Australian Nuclear Disarmament Party (NDP) splits.
May
· May 4 – The 30th Eurovision Song Contest takes place in Gothenburg, Sweden and is won by the Bobbysocks! song La det swinge for Norway.[32]
· May 5 – U.S. President Ronald Reagan joins West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl for a controversial funeral service at a cemetery in Bitburg, West Germany, which includes the graves of 59 elite S.S. troops from World War II.[33]
· May 9 – The 3rd total Victory Day Parade (the first being in 1945 and the next in 1965) is held on Red Square in Moscow in the Soviet Union. It features T-34-85 tanks, veterans of World War II from Poland, Czechoslovakia and the Soviet Union, and is the first parade to be held during the reign of Mikhail Gorbachev.
· May 11
· The FBI brings charges against the suspected heads of the five Mafia families in New York City.
· Bradford City stadium fire: A fire engulfs a wooden stand at the Valley Parade stadium in Bradford, England, during an Association football match, killing 56 people.[34]
· May 15 – Argentine President Raúl Alfonsín terminates Argentine administration of the Falkland Islands but does not relinquish Argentina's claim to the islands.
· May 16 – Scientists of the British Antarctic Survey announce the discovery of the ozone hole.[35][36][37]
· May 25 – Approximately 10,000 people are killed when Bangladesh is affected by the storm surge from Tropical Storm One (1B).
· May 26 – Young driver Danny Sullivan beats veteran Mario Andretti to win the 1985 Indianapolis 500.[38]
· May 29 – Heysel Stadium disaster: Thirty-nine spectators are killed in rioting on the terraces during the European Cup final between Liverpool F.C. and Juventus (0–1) at Heysel Stadium in Brussels, Belgium.
· May 31 – Forty-four tornadoes hit Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York and Ontario, including a rare and powerful F5. In total, the event kills 90 people.
June
· June 6 – The remains of Josef Mengele, the physician notorious for Nazi human experimentation on inmates of Auschwitz concentration camp, buried in 1979 under the name of Wolfgang Gerhard, are exhumed in Embu das Artes, Brazil.[39]
· June 14
· TWA Flight 847, carrying 153 passengers from Athens to Rome, is hijacked by a Hezbollah fringe group. One passenger, U.S. Navy Petty Officer Robert Stethem, is killed. Greek police arrest a 65-year-old Lebanese suspect on September 21, 2019.[40]
· The Schengen Agreement is signed between certain member states of the European Economic Community, creating the Schengen Area, a bloc of (at the time) 5 states with no internal border controls.[41]
· June 15 – Studio Ghibli, an animation studio, is founded in Tokyo.[42]
· June 20 – 1985 Nepal bombings: A series of bomb blasts occurs in Kathmandu and other cities of Nepal.[43]
· June 22 – British and Irish police foil a "mainland bombing campaign" sponsored by the Provisional Irish Republican Army which targets luxury vacation resorts.
· June 23 – Air India Flight 182, a Boeing 747, is blown up by a terrorist bomb 31,000 feet (9,500 m) above the Atlantic Ocean, south of Ireland, on a Montreal–London–Delhi flight, killing all 329 aboard.[44]
· June 24 – STS-51-G: Space Shuttle Discovery completes its mission, best remembered for having Sultan bin Salman Al Saud, the first Arab and first Muslim in space, as a payload specialist.[45]
· June 26 – The iconic U.S. Route 66 is officially decommissioned.[46]
July
Live Aid at JFK Stadium in Philadelphia
· July 1 – The Convention on the Transfer of Sentenced Persons enters into force.[47]
· July 10
· The Greenpeace vessel Rainbow Warrior is bombed and sunk in Auckland Harbour by French DGSE agents.[48]
· Aeroflot Flight 5143 crashes near Uchquduq, Uzbek SSR, Soviet Union, killing all 200 people on board.
· July 13 – Live Aid benefit concerts in London and Philadelphia raise over £50 million for famine relief in Ethiopia.
· July 19
· New Hampshire teacher Christa McAuliffe is selected as the first person to go into space under the Teacher in Space Project, and designated to ride aboard the Space Shuttle Challenger.[49]
· The Val di Stava dam collapses in Italy, killing 268 people, destroying 63 buildings, and demolishing eight bridges.
· July 20 – State President of South Africa, P. W. Botha, declares a state of emergency in 36 magisterial districts of South Africa amid growing civil unrest in black townships.
August
· August 2 – Delta Air Lines Flight 191 crashes near Dallas, Texas, United States, killing 137 people.
· August 12 – Japan Air Lines Flight 123 crashes in Japan, killing 520 people, including Japanese singer Kyu Sakamoto; it is the worst single-aircraft disaster in aviation history.[50]
· August 14 – The Accomarca massacre takes place in Ayacucho, Peru.
· August 22 – British Airtours Flight 28M: The 737's left engine catches fire while on its takeoff roll at Manchester Airport in the UK and 55 people are killed while trying to evacuate the aircraft.[51]
· August 25 – Bar Harbor Airlines Flight 1808 crashes in the United States, killing all 8 on board, including thirteen-year-old American celebrity schoolgirl Samantha Smith.[52]
September
· September 1 – The wreck of the RMS Titanic is located by a joint American-French expedition led by Robert Ballard (WHOI) and Jean-Louis Michel (IFREMER) using side-scan sonar from RV Knorr.[53]
· September 6 – Midwest Express Airlines Flight 105, a McDonnell Douglas DC-9, crashes just after takeoff from Milwaukee, killing all 31 on board.
· September 13 - The first Super Mario Bros gets released on the Nintendo Entertainment System.
· September 19 – An 8.0 Mw earthquake strikes Mexico City, killing between 5,000 and 45,000 people and injuring 30,000 more.
· September 20 – The capital gains tax is introduced to Australia.[54]
· September 22
· The Plaza Accord is signed by five nations.[55]
· Artists Christo and Jeanne-Claude wrap the Pont Neuf, the oldest bridge in Paris, for two weeks (22 Sep. – 5 Oct. 1985). The Pont Neuf Wrapped attracts three million visitors.[56]
The Pont Neuf wrapped. Paris, 1985, Sep 22 - Oct 5
· September 23 – Italian crime reporter Giancarlo Siani is killed by the Camorra.
October
· October 1 – Operation Wooden Leg: The Israeli air force bombs Palestine Liberation Organization headquarters near Tunis.
· October 3 – The Space Shuttle Atlantis makes its maiden flight.
· October 7 – The cruise ship Achille Lauro is hijacked in the Mediterranean Sea by four heavily armed Palestinian terrorists. One passenger, American Leon Klinghoffer, is killed.
· October 16 – The Finnish dry cargo ship MS Hanna-Marjut, on its way from Mariehamn to Naantali, sinks in hard sea on the open water of Kihti between the Kökar and Sottunga islands of Åland, leading to the drowning of four people.[57][58]
· October 18 – The Nintendo Entertainment System is released in North America.
· October 19 - The first Blockbuster store opened in Dallas, Texas.[59]
· October 25 – The airline Emirates is established in Dubai and makes its first flight, to Karachi, Pakistan.
November
· November 6
· Palace of Justice siege: Members of the 19th of April Movement (M-19) Marxist guerrilla group take over the Palace of Justice of Colombia in Bogotá and hold the Supreme Court hostage. Hours later, after a military raid, the incident leaves almost half of the 25 Supreme Court Justices dead.
· The Argentine tourist village of Villa Epecuén is permanently flooded through the collapse of a dam and dyke.
· November 9 – In an all-Soviet match, 22-year-old Garry Kasparov defeats Anatoly Karpov to become the youngest-ever undisputed winner of the World Chess Championship.
· November 12 – A total solar eclipse occurs over Antarctica at 14:11:22 UTC.
· November 13 – Armero tragedy: The Nevado del Ruiz volcano erupts, killing an estimated 23,000 people, including 21,000 killed by lahars, in the town of Armero, Colombia.
· November 19 – Cold War: In Geneva, U.S. President Ronald Reagan and Soviet Union leader Mikhail Gorbachev meet for the first time.
· November 20 – Microsoft Corporation releases the first U.S. release of Windows 1.0, as version 1.01.[60] International support comes with the release of Windows 1.02 in Europe in May 1986.[61]
· November 23 – EgyptAir Flight 648 is hijacked by the Abu Nidal group and flown to Malta, where Egyptian commandos storm the plane; 60 are killed by gunfire and explosions.
· November 25 – 1985 Aeroflot Antonov An-12 shoot-down: A Soviet Aeroflot Antonov An-12 cargo airplane, en route from Cuito Cuanavale to Luanda, is shot down by South African Special Forces and crashes approximately 43 km (27 mi) east of Menongue, the provincial center of the Cuando Cubango Province, Angola, killing 8 crew members and 13 passengers on board.
· November 29 – Gérard Hoarau, exiled political leader from the Seychelles, is assassinated in London.
December
· December 1
· The Organization of Ibero-American States for Education, Science and Culture (Spanish: Organización e Estados Iberoamericanos para la Educación la Ciencia y la Cultura; OEI) is created.
· The Ford Taurus and Mercury Sable are released for sale to the public in the US.
· December 8 – The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) is established.
· December 11 – Hugh Scrutton is killed outside his Sacramento, California, computer rental store by a Unabomber explosive, becoming the first fatality of the bombing campaign.
· December 12 – Arrow Air Flight 1285R, a Douglas DC-8, crashes after takeoff from Gander, Newfoundland, killing 256 people – 248 of whom were U.S. servicemen returning to Fort Campbell, Kentucky, after overseeing a peacekeeping force in the Sinai Peninsula.[62]
· December 20 – Pope John Paul II announces the institution of World Youth Day for Catholic youths.
· December 27
· Rome and Vienna airport attacks: Abu Nidal terrorists open fire in the airports of Rome and Vienna, leaving 18 dead and 120 injured.
· American naturalist Dian Fossey is found brutally murdered in Rwanda.
Date unknown
· The fullerene Buckminsterfullerene (C60) is first intentionally prepared by Harold Kroto, James R. Heath, Sean O'Brien, Robert Curl and Richard Smalley at Rice University in the US.
· DNA is first used in a criminal case.[63]
· The 1983–85 famine in Ethiopia continues; USA for Africa (We Are the World) and Live Aid raise funds for famine relief.
· The Union for Aromanian Language and Culture, an Aromanian cultural organization, is founded in Freiburg im Breisgau by the Aromanian professor Vasile Barba [bg].[64]
· Africa has a population growth of 3.2 percent per year.

1986
January
· January 1
· Aruba gains increased autonomy from the Netherlands by separating from the Netherlands Antilles.
· Spain and Portugal enter the European Community, which becomes the European Union in 1993.
· January 11 – The Gateway Bridge in Brisbane, Australia, at this time the world's longest prestressed concrete free-cantilever bridge, is opened.[1]
· January 13–24 – South Yemen Civil War.
· January 20 – The United Kingdom and France announce plans to construct the Channel Tunnel.
· January 21 – Conservative protestors attacked a mock shanty town that had been erected on the Green at Dartmouth College as part of anti-apartheid protests.[2]
· January 24 – The Voyager 2 space probe makes its first encounter with Uranus.
· January 25 – Yoweri Museveni's National Resistance Army Rebel group takes over Uganda after leading a five-year guerrilla war in which up to half a million people are believed to have been killed. They will later use January 26 as the official date to avoid a coincidence of dates with Dictator Idi Amin's 1971 coup.
· January 28 – Space Shuttle Challenger disaster – STS-51-L: Space Shuttle Challenger disintegrates 73 seconds after launch from the United States, killing the crew of seven astronauts, including schoolteacher Christa McAuliffe.[3]
· January 29 – Yoweri Museveni is sworn in as President of Uganda.[4]
February
· February 3 – Pixar is founded by John Lasseter along with Steve Jobs.
· February 7
· Anti-Duvalier protest movement: President Jean-Claude Duvalier ("Baby Doc") flees Haiti, ending 28 years of family rule.[5]
· The snap presidential election in the Philippines earlier announced by President Ferdinand Marcos is held amidst controversy, that paves the way for a chain of protests, culminating in the People Power Revolution.
· February 8 – Hinton train collision: A Canadian National train heading westbound collides with a Via Rail train in Hinton, Alberta; 23 people are killed and 71 injured in the accident.
· February 9 – Halley's Comet reaches its perihelion, the closest point to the Sun, during its second visit to the Solar System in the 20th century (the first was in 1910).
· February 10 – The Maxi Trial (Italian: Maxiprocesso) begins in the bunker room of the Ucciardone prison (Palermo). It will be the largest trial against the Sicilian Mafia.[6]
· February 11 – Human rights activist Natan Sharansky is released by Soviet authorities and leaves the country for Israel.
· February 15 – The Beechcraft Starship makes its maiden flight.
· February 16
· The Soviet liner MS Mikhail Lermontov sinks in the Marlborough Sounds, New Zealand.[7]
· Ouadi Doum air raid: The French Air Force raids the Libyan Ouadi Doum airbase in northern Chad.
· Mário Soares wins the second round of the Portuguese presidential election.
· February 17 – The Single European Act is signed.[8]
· February 19
· The Soviet Union launches the Mir space station.
· The United States Senate approves a treaty outlawing genocide.
· February 22 – The People Power Revolution begins in the Philippines to remove President Ferdinand Marcos from office.
· February 25
· The 27th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union opens in Moscow. The General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev introduces the keywords of his mandate to the audience: Glasnost and Perestroika.
· People Power Revolution: President Ferdinand Marcos of the Philippines is ousted from power and goes into exile in Hawaii after 20 years of dictatorial rule; Corazon Aquino becomes the first Filipino woman president and forms an interim government with Salvador Laurel becoming her Vice-president and Prime Minister.[9][10]
· A three-day riot begins in Cairo, Egypt when around 25,000 conscripts of the Central Security Forces (CSF), staged protests in and around the city. Three luxury hotels, several nightclubs, restaurants and cars were looted and burned in the tourist districts near the Pyramids over several days.[11] The riot became known as the Egyptian Conscripts Riot. At least 25 people died during the first day in Cairo, and an estimated 8,000 people, mostly conscripts in regions outside the city, were killed in total.
· February 27 – The United States Senate allows its debates to be televised on a trial basis.
· February 28 – Swedish Prime Minister Olof Palme is shot to death on his way home from the cinema in Stockholm, Sweden.[12]
March
· March 1 – Olof Palme's deputy Ingvar Carlsson becomes acting Prime Minister of Sweden. He is elected Prime Minister by the Swedish Riksdag on March 15.
· March 3 – The first paper is published describing the atomic force microscope invented the previous year by Gerd Binnig, Calvin Quate and Christopher Berger.[13]
· March 8 – The Japanese Suisei probe flies by Halley's Comet, studying its UV hydrogen corona and solar wind.
· March 9 – United States Navy divers find the largely intact but heavily damaged crew compartment of the Space Shuttle Challenger; the bodies of all seven astronauts are still inside.
· March 13
· In a Black Sea incident, American cruiser USS Yorktown and the destroyer USS Caron, claiming the right of innocent passage, enter the Soviet territorial waters near the southern Crimean Peninsula.
· Microsoft Corporation holds its initial public offering of stock shares.[14]
· March 15 – Hotel New World collapses, 33 killed and 17 rescued from rubble.[15]
· March 24 – The 58th Academy Awards are held in Los Angeles, with Out of Africa winning Best Picture.
· March 26 – An article in The New York Times charges that Kurt Waldheim, former United Nations Secretary-General and candidate for president of Austria, may have been involved in Nazi war crimes during World War II.[16]
· March 27 – Russell Street Bombing: A car bomb explodes at Russell Street Police Headquarters in Russell Street, Melbourne, killing a woman constable, the first Australian policewoman to be killed in the line of duty.
· March 31 – Mexicana Flight 940 crashes near Maravatío, Mexico, killing 167.[17]
April
· April – The government of Ivory Coast requests international diplomatic use of the French form of its name, Côte d'Ivoire.
· April 1 – Sector Kanda: Communist Party of Nepal (Mashal) cadres attack a number of police stations in Kathmandu, seeking to incite a popular rebellion.
· April 2 – A bomb explodes on a Trans World Airlines flight from Rome to Athens, killing 4 people.
· April 5 – 1986 Berlin discotheque bombing: The West Berlin discothèque La Belle, a known hangout for United States soldiers, is bombed, killing three and injuring 230; Libya is held responsible.
· April 11 – The infamous FBI shootout in Miami results in the death of two FBI agents and the wounding of five others.[18]
· April 13
· Pope John Paul II officially visits the Great Synagogue of Rome, the first time a modern Pope has visited a synagogue.[19]
· The first child born to a non-related surrogate mother is born.[20]
· April 14 – Hailstones weighing 1 kilogram (2.2 lb) fall on Gopalganj District, Bangladesh, killing 92.
· April 15 – Operation El Dorado Canyon: At least 15 people die after United States planes bomb targets in the Libyan capital, Tripoli, and the Benghazi region.
· April 16 – The United Kingdom and the Kingdom of the Netherlands sign a peace treaty, thus ending the Three Hundred and Thirty Five Years' War, one of the longest wars in human history.
· April 17
· Lebanon hostage crisis: British journalist John McCarthy is kidnapped in Beirut (he is released in August 1991) and three others are killed in retaliation for the bombing of Libya.
· The Hindawi affair begins when an Irish woman is found carrying explosives onto an El Al flight from London to Tel Aviv.
· An alleged state of war lasting 335 years between the Netherlands and the Isles of Scilly declared peace, bringing an end to any hypothetical war that may have existed.[21]
· April 18 – Titan 34D-9 explodes just after launch while carrying the final KH-9 satellite.[22]
· April 21 – Lorimar-Telepictures launches as a mass media company.
· April 26 – Chernobyl disaster: A mishandled safety test at the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant in Pripyat, Ukrainian SSR, Soviet Union "killed at least 4,056 people and damaged almost $7 billion of property".[23] Radioactive fallout from the accident is concentrated near Belarus, Ukraine and Russia and at least 350,000 people are forcibly resettled away from these areas. After the accident, "traces of radioactive deposits unique to Chernobyl were in nearly every country in the northern hemisphere".[23]
· April 29 – The Diamond Jubilee of Hirohito is held at the Kokugikan in Tokyo.
May
· May 2 – Expo 86, the 1986 World Exposition on Transportation and Communication, a World's fair, opens in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.
· May 8 – Óscar Arias is inaugurated into his first term as President of Costa Rica.
· May 12 – NBC unveils its current peacock logo at the finale of its 60th anniversary special.
· May 16
· The Seville Statement on Violence is adopted by an international meeting of scientists, convened by the Spanish National Commission for UNESCO, in Seville, Spain.
· Paramount Pictures releases Top Gun.
· May 23 – Somali President Siad Barre is injured in a car accident in Mogadishu and taken to Saudi Arabia for treatment. Somali opposition groups see this as an opportunity to try to remove Barre, beginning the Somali Civil War.[24]
· May 25
· Hands Across America: At least 5,000,000 people form a human chain from New York City to Long Beach, California, to raise money to fight hunger and homelessness.[25]
· The Bangladeshi double-decked ferry Shamia capsizes in the Meghna River, southern Barisal, Bangladesh, killing more than 500 by some estimates.[26]
· May 27
· Islamic scholars Isma'il and Lois Lamya al-Faruqi are murdered in their home in Wyncote, Pennsylvania, drawing attention due to their academic prominence and the brutality of the attack.
June
June 14: The Mindbender at Galaxyland inside West Edmonton Mall derails, kills three riders, injures one rider, and slams into a concrete post
· June – Construction of the Oosterscheldekering, the world's largest openable storm surge flood barrier, is completed in the Netherlands.
· June 4 – Jonathan Pollard pleads guilty to espionage for selling top secret United States military intelligence to Israel.
· June 7 - Washington DC metro opens Falls Church, Vienna, and Dunn Loring train stations on the Orange line.
· June 8 – Former United Nations Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim is elected president of Austria.
· June 9 – The Rogers Commission releases its report on the Space Shuttle Challenger disaster.
· June 12 – South Africa declares a nationwide state of emergency.[27]
· June 14 – Fantasyland's Mindbender derails and kills three people.
· June 22 – In one of the most famous FIFA World Cup matches, Argentinian football player Diego Maradona scores one handball goal (nicknamed the "Hand of God") and then dribbles past the entire English football team to score a second goal (nicknamed "The Goal of the Century") with Argentina winning 2–1 against England.
· June 23 – Eric Thomas develops LISTSERV, the first email list management software.[28]
· June 29 – Argentina defeats West Germany 3–2 to win the 1986 World Cup in Estadio Azteca in Mexico City.
July
· July 2 – Walt Disney Pictures releases the company's 26th animated film, The Great Mouse Detective.[29]
· July 4 – The Statue of Liberty is reopened to the public after celebrating its centennial and an extensive refurbishment.[30]
· July 5 – 20 – The inaugural Goodwill Games are held in Moscow, marking the first international event in a decade for competition between the United States and the Soviet Union.
· July 7 – Australian drug smugglers Kevin Barlow and Brian Chambers are executed in Malaysia.[31]
· July 11 – The New Zealand Homosexual Law Reform Act decriminalizes consensual sex between men from the age of 16.[32]
· July 23 – In London, the then Prince Andrew, Duke of York (later Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor) marries Sarah Ferguson at Westminster Abbey.[33]
August
· August 6
· A low-pressure system moving from South Australia and redeveloping off the New South Wales coast dumps a record 328 millimetres (12.9 in) of rain in a day on Sydney.
· Australian Democrats leader Don Chipp retires from federal parliament and is succeeded by Janine Haines, the first woman to lead a political party in Australia.
· August 16 – Typhoon Wayne formed over the South China Sea, going on to become one of the longest-lived tropical cyclones at 21 days, and kill 490.[34][35]
· August 19 – Two weeks after it was stolen, the Picasso painting The Weeping Woman is found in a locker at the Spencer Street Station in Melbourne, Australia.
· August 20 – In Edmond, Oklahoma, United States Postal Service employee Patrick Sherrill guns down 14 of his coworkers before committing suicide.
· August 21 – The Lake Nyos disaster, a limnic eruption, occurs in Cameroon, killing nearly 2,000 people.
· August 31
· The Soviet passenger liner SS Admiral Nakhimov collides with the bulk carrier Pyotr Vasev in the Black Sea and sinks almost immediately, killing 398.
· Aeroméxico Flight 498, a Douglas DC-9, collides with a Piper PA-28 over Cerritos, California, killing 82 (67 on both aircraft and 15 on the ground).
· The cargo ship Khian Sea departs from the docks of Philadelphia, carrying 14,000 tons of toxic waste. It wanders the seas for the next 16 months trying to find a place to dump its cargo. The waste is later dumped in Haiti.
September
	
	


· September 1 – Jordan University of Science and Technology is established in Jordan.
· September 4 – Eusko Alkartasuna, the Basque Social Democratic Party, is created in Vitoria-Gasteiz.
· September 5 – Pan Am Flight 73, with 358 people on board, is hijacked at Karachi International Airport by four Abu Nidal terrorists.
· September 6
· The Big Mac Index is introduced in The Economist newspaper as a semi-humorous international measure of purchasing power parity.[36][37]
· In Istanbul, two Abu Nidal terrorists kill 22 and wound 6 inside the Neve Shalom Synagogue during Shabbat services.
· September 7
· Desmond Tutu becomes the first black Anglican Church bishop in South Africa.
· Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet survives an assassination attempt by the FPMR;[38][39] 5 of Pinochet's bodyguards are killed.
· September 13 – The 6.0 Mw Kalamata earthquake shook southern Greece with a maximum Mercalli intensity of X (Extreme). The shock left at least 20 dead, 300 injured, and caused $5 million in damage.
· September 28 – The Democratic Progressive Party is founded. It was part of the Tangwai movement in the new generation to challenge Kuomintang in Taiwan's one-party politics, and is currently one of only two parties to win presidential elections in Taiwan.
October
· October 1 – U.S. President Ronald Reagan signs the Goldwater–Nichols Act into law, making official the largest reorganization of the United States Department of Defense since the Air Force was made a separate branch of service in 1947.
· October 3
· TASCC, a superconducting cyclotron, officially opens at Chalk River Laboratories.
· A hybrid solar eclipse was visible off the coast of Iceland, and was the 53rd solar eclipse of Solar Saros 124.
· October 9
· United States District Court Judge Harry E. Claiborne becomes the fifth federal official to be removed from office through impeachment.
· News Corporation completes its acquisition of the Metromedia group of companies, thereby launching the Fox Broadcasting Company.
· The Phantom of the Opera, the longest running Broadway show in history, opens at Her Majesty's Theatre in London.
· October 10 – The 5.7 Mw  San Salvador earthquake shook San Salvador, El Salvador with a maximum Mercalli intensity of IX (Violent). Up to 1,500 people were killed.
· October 11–12 – Cold War: Ronald Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev meet in Reykjavík, Iceland, to continue discussions about scaling back their intermediate missile arsenals in Europe, which end in failure.[40]
· October 16 – The International Olympic Committee chooses Albertville, France to be the host city of the 1992 Winter Olympics and Barcelona, Spain to be the host city of the 1992 Summer Olympics. The IOC also announces that the summer and winter games will separate with the winter games on every even, common year; and the summer games on every leap year starting from 1992.[41]
· October 19 – Mozambican President Samora Machel's plane crashes in South Africa, killing him and 33 and others.[42]
· October 21 – The Marshall Islands became an associated state under the Compact of Free Association.
· October 22 – In New York City, WNBC Radio's traffic helicopter crashes into the Hudson River, killing traffic reporter Jane Dornacker. The last words heard on-the-air are Dornacker's screams of terror, "Hit the water! Hit the water! Hit the water!"[43]
· October 25 – A routine slow roller slips through Bill Buckner’s legs, allowing the New York Mets to complete a stunning comeback in Game 6 of the 1986 World Series against the Boston Red Sox. The Mets won 6–5 in 10 innings.[44]
· October 26
· Bus deregulation goes into effect in the United Kingdom, except Greater London and Northern Ireland.
· The state funeral of President Samora Machel of Mozambique takes place in Maputo.
· October 27 – The New York Mets win 4 games to 3 in the 1986 World Series against the Boston Red Sox.
· October 29 – British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher officially opens the M25 Motorway, which encircles Greater London, in a ceremony on the carriageway near Potters Bar. It became Europe's second longest orbital road upon completion, and provides the first and only full bypass of London.
· October 30 – The National Park Passport Stamps program begins in the United States.
November
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· November 1
· Queensland, Australia: Joh Bjelke-Petersen wins his final election as Premier of Queensland with 38.6% of the vote. He resigns on December 1, 1987, following revelations of his involvement with corruption released in the Fitzgerald Inquiry.
· Sandoz chemical spill: A major environmental disaster near Basel, Switzerland pollutes the Rhine, when an agrochemical storehouse catches on fire.
· November 3
· Iran–Contra affair: The Lebanese magazine Ash-Shiraa reports that the United States has been selling weapons to Iran in secret, in order to secure the release of 7 American hostages held by pro-Iranian groups in Lebanon.
· The Northern Mariana Islands enter in a political union with the United States. The island's government adopted its own constitution in 1977, and the constitutional government took office in January 1978. The covenant was fully implemented November 3, 1986, pursuant to Presidential Proclamation no. 5564, which conferred United States citizenship on legally qualified island residents.
· November 6
· 45 people are killed in the 1986 British International Helicopters Chinook crash.
· Alex Ferguson is appointed as the new manager of Manchester United.
· November 18 – Greater Manchester Police announce that they will search for the bodies of 2 missing children (who both vanished more than 20 years ago) after the Moors murderers Ian Brady and Myra Hindley confess to 2 more murders.
· November 21 – Iran-Contra Affair: National Security Council member Oliver North and his secretary, Fawn Hall, start shredding documents implicating them in selling weapons to Iran and channeling the proceeds to help fund the Contra rebels in Nicaragua.
December
· December 4
· The MV Amazon Venture oil tanker begins leaking oil while at the port of Savannah in the United States, resulting in an oil spill of approximately 500,000 US gallons (1,900,000 L).[45]
· 29 people are killed in the Pozzetto massacre
· December 6 – Johnny Hallyday released his 35th album Gang.
· December 7 – A magnitude 5.7 earthquake destroys most of the Bulgarian town of Strajica, killing 2 people.
· December 14 – Rutan Voyager, an experimental aircraft designed by Burt Rutan and piloted by Dick Rutan and Jeana Yeager, begins its flight around the world from Edwards Air Force Base in the United States.
· December 16 – Jeltoqsan, mass anti-government protests, break out across the Kazakh SSR, resulting in the massacre of over 165 protesters.
· December 19 – Soviet dissident Andrei Sakharov is permitted to return to Moscow after six years of internal exile.
· December 20 – Three African Americans are assaulted by a group of white teens in the Howard Beach neighborhood of Queens, New York. One of the victims, Michael Griffith, is run over and killed by a motorist while attempting to flee the attackers.
· December 23 – Rutan Voyager completes the first nonstop circumnavigation of the earth by air without refueling in 9 days, 3 minutes and 44 seconds.
· December 31
· Dupont Plaza Hotel arson: A hotel fire in San Juan, Puerto Rico, kills 97 and injures 140.[46]
· Soviet submarine Krasnoyarsk (K-173) is commissioned.
Date unknown
· Average per capita income in Japan exceeds that in the United States.
· The first commercially available 3D printer is sold.[47]
· Opus Pro, a Latvian hard rock group, is established.[48]
· The band Sweet Children (now known as Green Day) was formed by the lead singer, Billie Joe Armstrong.
· The Province of Flevoland is established in the Netherlands.

Control Period for 2006 CYCLE: 2004-2005
2004
January
· January 3 – Flash Airlines Flight 604 crashes into the Red Sea off the coast of Egypt, killing all 148 aboard, making it one of the deadliest aviation accidents in Egyptian history at the time.[42]
· January 4 – NASA's MER-A (Spirit) spacecraft lands on the surface of Mars.[43]
· January 6
· Construction on the tallest human-made structure to date, the Burj Khalifa, begins in Dubai in the United Arab Emirates.
· Apple introduces the iPod Mini.[44]
· January 8 – The RMS Queen Mary 2, at the time the largest ocean liner ever built, is christened by its namesake's granddaughter, Queen Elizabeth II.[45]
· January 13 – Eastman Kodak announces the phasing-out of its reloadable film-based cameras in favor of digital cameras.[46]
· January 14 – George W. Bush directs NASA to begin efforts toward establishing a permanent base on the Moon by the year 2020.[44]
· January 19 – Japanese involvement in the Iraq War: 550 Japanese soldiers arrive in Samawah, in Japan's first military combat role since World War II.
· January 25 – NASA's MER-B (Opportunity) spacecraft lands on the surface of Mars.[47]
· January 26 – The MyDoom virus is first identified.[48]
· January 28 – Lord Hutton releases his report on David Kelly's suspicious death, ruling it a suicide.[44]
February
· February 1 – Super Bowl XXXVIII halftime show controversy : Janet Jackson suffers a "wardrobe malfunction" during a live performance with Justin Timberlake.
· February 3 – The Ghan: Australia opens a passenger rail line between Alice Springs and Darwin, after 126 years of planning.[44]
· February 4
· The DARPA LifeLog project by United States Department of Defense was canceled by the Pentagon, citing criticism concerning the privacy implications of the system.[49][50]
· Mark Zuckerberg launches "TheFacebook", later renamed to Facebook, a social networking website for Harvard University students.[51]
· Sierra Leone Civil War: The United Nations officially concludes the disarming of 72,600 combatants, two years after the end of hostilities.[44]
· February 6 – Moscow Metro Bombing: 41 people are killed when a terrorist suicide bomb detonates at the Avtozavodskaya station.[44]
· February 13 – First EuroMillions transnational lottery drawn, in Paris.[52]
· February 14 – Roof collapse at the Transvaal water park in Moscow kills 28 people, including 8 children. The structural failure is blamed on faulty engineering.[44]
· February 15 – The Redfern riots break out in Sydney after an aboriginal teen is killed in an encounter with the police.[44]
· February 24 – The National Review Board releases its official report on child sexual abuse by Roman Catholic clergy.[44]
· February 26 – Macedonian president Boris Trajkovski is killed in a plane crash near Mostar, Bosnia and Herzegovina.[53]
· February 27 – First Ivorian Civil War: The United Nations approves a peacekeeping mission to Côte d'Ivoire.[44]
· February 29 – Haitian president Jean-Bertrand Aristide is overthrown in a coup d'état.[54]
March
· March 2 – A series of bombings occur in Karbala, Iraq, killing over 140 Shia Muslims commemorating the Day of Ashura.[55]
· March 5 – ImClone stock trading case: Martha Stewart is found guilty of financial crimes.[44]
· March 7 – The 2004 Greek legislative election is held to elect all 300 members of the Hellenic Parliament and the New Democracy party, led by Kostas Karamanlis, won 165 out of 300 seats, ending over 11 years of rule by the PASOK party.[56]
· March 11 – Al-Qaeda bombings on Cercanías trains in Madrid, Spain, kill at least 192 people.[57][58]
· March 14 – The PSOE wins the election in Spain; José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero is elected Prime Minister of Spain, replacing José María Aznar.[59]
· March 18 – The Pan-African Congress meets for the first time, in Addis Ababa.
· March 19 – The Konginkangas bus disaster kills 23 and injures 14 people in Äänekoski, Finland.[60]
· March 28 – Hurricane Catarina, the first ever recorded South Atlantic hurricane, makes landfall in Santa Catarina, Brazil.[61]
· March 29 – Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia are admitted to NATO, the largest expansion of the organization.[62]
· March 30 – The Iranian government under President Mohammad Khatami approved a policy stating that children of foreign nationals in Iran without valid documentation are not entitled to education in Iran. Furthermore, foreign students with valid documents are required to pay all or part of the enrollment fees and are not allowed to study in pre-university courses, vocational and technical schools, or evening classes.[63]
· March 31 – Air America, a planned progressive alternative to the popularity of conservative talk radio in the U.S., airs its first broadcast.[44]
April
· April 1 – George W. Bush signs the Unborn Victims of Violence Act into law. The law recognizes a "child in utero" as a legal victim if killed in the commission of a crime.[44]
· April 4 – The First Battle of Fallujah starts.
· April 7 – Rwanda observes a national moment of silence on the 10th anniversary of the start of the Rwandan genocide.[44]
· April 8 – The Humanitarian Ceasefire Agreement is signed by the Sudanese government and two rebel groups, in order to put a pause on the War in Darfur.
· April 17 – Israeli helicopters fire missiles at a convoy of vehicles in the Gaza Strip, killing Hamas leader Abdel Aziz al-Rantisi.[64]
· April 18 – Newly-elected prime minister of Spain, José Zapatero, announces the withdrawal of all 1,300 Spanish troops from Iraq.[65]
· April 23 – The United States eases economic embargo against Libya, in preparation for the resumption of diplomatic relations in July.[66]
· April 24 – Referendums on the Annan Plan for Cyprus, which proposes to reunite the island, take place in both the Greek-controlled and the Turkish-controlled parts. Although the Turkish Cypriots vote in favour, the Greek Cypriots reject the proposal.[67]
· April 28 – CBS News first breaks the story of Abu Ghraib torture and prisoner abuse.[44]
· April 29 – The World War II Memorial in Washington, D.C. opens to the public.[44]
May
· May 1
· The European Union expands by 10 new member states: Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia, and Slovenia.[68]
· The First Battle of Fallujah ends.
· May 6 – 2004 Adjara crisis: Aslan Abashidze goes into exile in Moscow, leaving Adjara to come under Georgian government control.[69]
· May 7
· Hamid Karzai is sworn in as the first popularly-elected leader in Afghanistan's history.[44]
· Vladimir Putin is sworn in for a second term as Russia's president.[70]
· Chilean President Ricardo Lagos signs a bill legalizing divorce, making Chile the last South American country to do so.[71]
· May 9 – A stadium bombing in Grozny, Chechnya, Russia kills ten people, including regional governor Akhmad Kadyrov.[72]
· May 10 – 2004 Philippine presidential election: Incumbent president Gloria Macapagal Arroyo won a full six-year term as Philippine President.
· May 12–15 – The Eurovision Song Contest 2004 takes place in Istanbul, Turkey, and is won by Ukrainian entrant Ruslana with the song "Wild Dances".[73]
· May 15 - Arsenal F.C. defeat Leicester City F.C. 2 - 1 at Highbury Stadium on the last day of the 2003–04 FA Premier League to end the season unbeaten, the first and, so far, only time a team in the Premier League has done so. The team would go on to be known throughout the world as The Invincibles (English football).
· May 18 – Royal Tongan Airlines ceases operations.[44]
· May 19 – The Muskogee, Oklahoma school district announces it will comply with the Department of Justice's order to permit the wearing of hijab by Muslim students.[74]
· May 22 – Manmohan Singh (a Sikh) is sworn in as India's first non-Hindu prime minister.[75]
June
· June 1 – A United Nations peacekeeping mission in Haiti begins, the United Nations Stabilisation Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH).
· June 4 – Marvin Heemeyer takes his modified and armoured Komatsu D355A bulldozer (killdozer) on a rampage through the town of Granby, Colorado, causing approximately 7 million dollars' worth of damage.[76]
· June 8 – 2004 transit of Venus.[77]
· June 12–July 4 – Portugal hosts the UEFA Euro 2004 football tournament, which is won by Greece.
· June 21
· In Mojave, California, United States, SpaceShipOne becomes the first privately funded spaceplane to achieve spaceflight.[78]
· 2002-2006 municipal reorganization of Montreal: Quebec voters pass a referendum to reverse the 2002 Montreal "Mega-City" consolidation.[79]
· June 22 – Repairs are completed on the Frauenkirche in Dresden, heavily damaged in the 1945 firebombing.[44]
· June 26 – Minneapolis inaugurates a light rail service, 56 years after the end of the city's trolley service.[80]
· June 28 – The U.S.-led coalition occupying Iraq, the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA), transfers sovereignty to the Iraqi Interim Government.[81]
· June 30 – Preliminary hearings begin in Iraq in the trial of president Saddam Hussein, for war crimes and crimes against humanity.
July
· July 1
· The unpiloted Cassini–Huygens spacecraft arrives at Saturn.[82]
· One-third of the Great Barrier Reef is closed to fishing, creating the world's largest no-fishing zone.[44]
· Public libraries in the United States are hereafter required to install and maintain Internet content filters.[44]
· July 3
· The African Union condemns Robert Mugabe for alleged human rights violations in Zimbabwe.[44]
· A subway system in Bangkok opens.[83]
· July 9 – The Senate Intelligence Committee criticizes the CIA for "flawed" intelligence regarding the presence of weapons of mass destruction in Iraq.[44]
· July 11 – The Russian Federation stops recognizing Soviet Union passports as legal identification.[84]
· July 12 – Ancestral land conflict in Botswana: Botswana's high court hears the eviction case of the San people.[44]
· July 13 – Montenegro's ruling party urges the dissolving of the Montenegrin national union with Serbia.[44]
· July 24 – The Mexican government files charges against former President of Mexico Luis Echeverría for his role in the 1971 Corpus Christi massacre.[44]
· July 28 – The Italian parliament raises the national retirement age from 57 to 60.[44]
August
· August 1 – A fire in the "Ycua Bolaños-Botánico" supermarket in Asunción, Paraguay kills around 400 people.[85]
· August 3 – NASA's unpiloted MESSENGER spacecraft is launched, with its primary mission being the study of Mercury.[86]
· August 12 – Lee Hsien Loong is sworn in as the third Prime Minister of Singapore.[87]
· August 13 – Hurricane Charley makes landfall at Punta Gorda, Florida, at Category 4 intensity.[44]
· August 13 – Akku Yadav, a notorious gangster and serial rapist, is lynched to death by several women in a courtroom in Nagpur, India, while appearing for a bail hearing.[88]
· August 13–29 – The 2004 Summer Olympics are held in Athens, Greece.[89]
· August 18 – Broadband internet connections surpass dial-up for the first time in the United States.[90]
· August 22 – Armed robbers steal Edvard Munch's The Scream, Madonna, and other paintings from the Munch Museum in Oslo, Norway.[91]
· August 24
· After departing Domodedovo International Airport in Moscow, Volga-AviaExpress Flight 1303, a Tupolev Tu-134, explodes over Russia's Tula Oblast and crashes, killing all 43 people on board; minutes later, Siberia Airlines Flight 1047, a Tupolev Tu-154 departing the same airport, explodes over Rostov Oblast and crashes, killing all 46 on board. The Government of Russia declares the explosions to have been caused by female Chechen suicide bombers.
· The United States Department of Defense releases its report on the Abu Ghraib scandal, calling it a "failure of military leadership and discipline."[44]
September
· September 1 – Beslan school siege: Chechen rebels take 1,128 people, mostly children, hostage at a school in Beslan, Russia. The crisis ends when Russian security forces storm the building, resulting in more than 330 people being killed.[92]
· September 7 – The United States' death toll in the Iraq War reaches 1,000.[44]
· September 8 – The Genesis space probe crash-lands in Utah after a three-year study of the Sun.
· September 9
· A car bomb of the Jemaah Islamiyah explodes at the Australian embassy in Jakarta, Indonesia, killing 9 people.[93]
· Colin Powell refers to the escalating violence in Darfur as a genocide.
· September 11 – A Boeing Chinook helicopter crashes into the Aegean Sea while en route to the monasteries of Mount Athos, killing all 17 people aboard, including Patriarch Peter VII of Alexandria and several other Orthodox Christian bishops.[94]
· September 12 – US Airways files for bankruptcy protection.[95]
· September 13 – The United States' 1994 Federal Assault Weapons Ban expires without being renewed.[96]
· September 14 – Turkey's governing AKP withdraws a controversial plan to criminalize adultery.[97]
· September 15 – Bakassi conflict: Nigeria fails to transfer disputed territory of Bakassi to Cameroonian administration by the International Court of Justice deadline.
· September 17 – UNAMSIL announces the extending of their peacekeeping mission in Sierra Leone until at least June 2005.
· September 21 – The National Museum of the American Indian opens to the public.
· September 22 – West Sulawesi is established as the 33rd province of Indonesia.
· September 30 – Painkiller Vioxx is pulled from the market due to a potential doubling of heart attack risk.[98]
October
· October 8 – Suicide bombers detonate two bombs at the Red Sea resort of Taba, Egypt, killing 34 people and injuring 171, mostly Israeli tourists.[99]
· October 9 – 2004 Australian federal election: John Howard's Liberal/National Coalition government is re-elected with an increased majority, defeating the Labor Party led by Mark Latham.[100]
· October 17 – Parque Central Complex fire: A fire that lasted over 15 hours destroyed almost one third of the East Tower of the Parque Central Urban Complex in Caracas, Venezuela.[101]
· October 19 – A team of explorers reach the bottom of Krubera Cave, the world's deepest cave, with a depth of 2,080 meters (6,824 feet).[102]
· October 20 – Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono is sworn in as the 6th President of Indonesia, becoming the first directly elected president in Indonesia.[103]
· October 27 – The Boston Red Sox win the World Series for the sixth time after completing a sweep of the St. Louis Cardinals. It was their first championship since 1918.
· October 29 – European heads of state sign in Rome the Treaty and Final Act, establishing the first European Constitution.[104]
November
· November 2 – 2004 United States presidential election: George W. Bush is re-elected President of the United States, defeating his Democratic challenger John Kerry.
· November 7 – The Second Battle of Fallujah starts.
· November 13 – The European Space Agency probe SMART-1 arrives at the Moon, becoming the first European satellite to fly to the Moon and orbit it.[105]
· November 16 – NASA's hypersonic Scramjet breaks a record by reaching a velocity of about 7,000 mph (Mach 9.6) in an unpiloted experimental flight.[106][107][108]
· November 21 – Nintendo releases the Nintendo DS, the best-selling handheld game console, in North America.
· November 22 – The Orange Revolution begins, following a disputed presidential election in Ukraine where Viktor Yanukovych won against Viktor Yushchenko amid accusations of electoral fraud. A revote results in Yushchenko being declared the winner.[109]
· November 26 – The last known Po'ouli dies in captivity at the Maui Bird Conservation Center in Maui, Hawaii.
· November 30 – A McDonnell Douglas MD-82, operating as Lion Air Flight 538, overran the runway and crashed on a cemetery near Adisumarmo Airport, Surakarta, Central Java, Indonesia, killing 25 people.[110]
December
· December 2 – EUFOR takes over peacekeeping duties in Bosnia and Herzegovina from the United Nations.[44]
· December 12 – Vladimir Putin signs a bill bringing gubernatorial elections in Russia to an end; governors will hereafter be appointed rather than directly elected.[44]
· December 13 – New Zealand passes the Civil Union Act, granting civil unions to same-sex couples as of April 2005.
· December 14 – The world's tallest bridge, the Millau Viaduct over the Tarn in the Massif Central mountains, France, is officially opened.[111]
· December 16 – The European Council decides to start accession negotiations for Turkey to become a full member of the European Union.[112]
· December 20 – Hungary withdraws the last of its 300 coalition troops from Iraq.[44]
· December 21 – Iraqi insurgents attack a U.S. military base in the city of Mosul, killing 22 people.[113]
· December 23 – The Second Battle of Fallujah ends.
· December 26 – The 9.1–9.3 Mw  Indian Ocean earthquake shakes northern Sumatra with a maximum Mercalli intensity of IX (Violent). One of the largest observed tsunamis follows, affecting coastal areas of Thailand, India, Sri Lanka, Somalia, the Maldives, Malaysia, Myanmar, Bangladesh, and Indonesia, killing 227,000 people.[114]
· December 27 – Astrophysicists from the Max Planck Institute for Extraterrestrial Physics in Garching near Munich measure the strongest burst from a magnetar. At 21:30:26 UT Earth is hit by a huge wave front of gamma and X-rays. It is the strongest flux of high-energetic gamma radiation measured so far.[115]
· December 30 – A fire in the República Cromañón nightclub in Buenos Aires, Argentina kills 194.[116]
· December 31 – Taipei 101, at the time the tallest skyscraper in the world, standing at a height of 1,670 feet (510 m), officially opens.[117]
Date unknown
· Metrocable (Medellín) Line K opens, the first modern urban transit cable car.[118

2005
January
· January 1 – Jeanna Giese from Wisconsin, United States, comes home from the hospital and officially becomes the first person to ever survive rabies without a vaccination.[36][37]
· January 5 – Eris, the most massive known dwarf planet in the Solar System, is discovered by a team led by Michael E. Brown using images originally taken on October 21, 2003, at the Palomar Observatory.[38]
· January 9 – The Comprehensive Peace Agreement is signed, ending the Second Sudanese Civil War in Sudan.[39]
· January 12 – Deep Impact is launched from Cape Canaveral with the purpose of studying the comet Tempel 1.[40]
· January 14 – The Huygens spacecraft lands on Titan, the largest moon of Saturn.[41]
· January 20 – The most intense solar particle event in recorded history is observed.[42]
February
· February 7 – A presidential decree on redenomination of the Azerbaijani manat is issued, equating 1 new manat to 5000 old manats.[43]
· February 10 – North Korea announces that it possesses nuclear weapons as a protection against the hostility it says it perceives from the United States.[44]
· February 14
· Former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafic Hariri is assassinated, along with 21 others, by a suicide bomber in Beirut.[45]
· YouTube, an American online video sharing and social media platform was founded by Steve Chen, Chad Hurley, and Jawed Karim headquartered in San Bruno, California.
· February 16 – The Kyoto Protocol officially goes into effect.[46]
March
· March 14 – China ratifies an anti-secession law, aimed at preventing Taiwan from declaring independence.[47]
· March 24 – The President of Kyrgyzstan, Askar Akayev, is deposed following mass anti-government demonstrations and flees the country.[48]
· March 28 – The 8.6 Mw Nias–Simeulue earthquake shakes northern Sumatra with a maximum Mercalli intensity of VI (Strong), leaving 915–1,314 people dead and 340–1,146 injured.[49]
· March 31 – The dwarf planet Makemake is discovered by a team led by Michael E. Brown at the Palomar Observatory.[50]
April
· April 2 – Pope John Paul II dies; over four million people travel to the Vatican to mourn him.[51][52][53] Pope Benedict XVI succeeds him on April 19, becoming the 265th pope.[54][55]
· April 8 – The first solar eclipse of the year was a rare hybrid event, occurring at ascending node in Aries. This was 4.4 days after the Moon reached perigee. Gamma had a value of -0.34733. A hybrid solar eclipse was visible from south Pacific, Panama, Colombia and Venezuela, and was the 51st solar eclipse of Solar Saros 129.
· April 9 – Charles, Prince of Wales marries Camilla Parker Bowles in a civil ceremony at Windsor's Guildhall. Camilla receives the title Duchess of Cornwall.[56]
· April 23 – The first ever YouTube video is uploaded, titled Me at the zoo.[57]
· April 24 – The first lunar eclipse of the year was a penumbral event, occurring at descending node in Virgo. This was 5 days before the Moon reached perigee. Gamma had a value of -1.08851. A penumbral lunar eclipse was visible in eastern Asia, Australia, Pacific and Americas, and was the 23rd lunar eclipse of Lunar Saros 141.
· April 26 – Cedar Revolution: Syria withdraws the last of its military garrison from Lebanon, ending its 29-year military occupation of the country.[58]
· April 27 – The Superjumbo jet aircraft Airbus A380 makes its first flight from Toulouse.[59]
May
· May 5 – The 2005 United Kingdom general election is won by Prime Minister Tony Blair and the Labour Party for a third consecutive majority government.
· May 13 – Uzbek Interior Ministry and National Security Service troops massacre at least 200 protesters in the city of Andijan.[60]
· May 18 – English whisky is re-established in England.[61]
· May 19–21 – The Eurovision Song Contest 2005 takes place in Kyiv, Ukraine, and is won by Greek entrant Helena Paparizou with the song "My Number One".
· May 21 – Kingda Ka is opened for the first time to the public at Six Flags Great Adventure, becoming the world's tallest and fastest roller coaster at the time.[62][63]
· May 21 - David Foster Wallace delivers his now-famous commencement address, This is Water at Kenyon College in Ohio.
June
· June 4 – The Civic Forum of the Romanians of Covasna, Harghita and Mureș is founded.[64]
July
· July 2 – Live 8, a set of 10 simultaneous concerts, takes place throughout the world, raising interest in the Make Poverty History campaign.[65]
· July 6
· The European Parliament rejects the proposed directive on the patentability of computer-implemented inventions in its second reading.[66]
· The International Olympic Committee awards London the right to host the 2012 Summer Olympics.[67]
· July 7 – Four coordinated suicide bombings hit central London, killing 52 people and injuring over 700.[68]
· July 23 – A series of bombings hit the resort city of Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt, killing over 80 people.[69]
· July 28 – As a result of the Good Friday Agreement signed in 1998, the Provisional Irish Republican Army ends its armed campaign and decommissions their weapons, by ordering all its units to drop their arms under the supervision of the Independent International Commission on Decommissioning.[70]
August
· August 12 – The Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter is launched from Cape Canaveral, designed to explore Mars.[71]
· August 14 – Helios Airways Flight 522, en route from Larnaca, Cyprus to Prague, Czech Republic via Athens, crashes in the hills near Grammatiko, Greece, killing 121 passengers and crew.[72]
· August 16 – West Caribbean Airways Flight 708 crashes into a mountain in Venezuela, killing 160 passengers and crew.[73]
· August 18 – Peace Mission 2005, the first joint China–Russia military exercise, begins its eight-day training on the Shandong Peninsula.[74]
· August 26 – The Constitution of Chile is heavily amended, eliminating senators for life, reducing the presidential terms from six to four years, giving the president exclusive rights to summon the National Security Council, and removes legal obstacles for the creation of new regions.[75]
· August 29 – Hurricane Katrina makes landfall along the U.S. Gulf Coast, causing severe damage, killing over a thousand people and causing an estimated $108 billion in damage.[76]
· August 31 – The Al-Aimmah bridge disaster in Baghdad, Iraq kills 953 Shia Muslim pilgrims who were celebrating a religious festival.[77]
September
· September 7 – Egypt holds its first ever multi-party presidential election, which is marred with allegations of fraud.[78]
· September 12 – Israel demolishes multiple settlements and withdraws its army from the Gaza Strip.[79]
· September 19 – North Korea agrees to stop building nuclear weapons in exchange for aid and cooperation.[80]
· September 30 – Controversial drawings of Muhammad are printed in the Danish newspaper Jyllands-Posten, sparking outrage and violent riots by Muslims around the world.[81]
October
· October 1 – A series of suicide bombs exploded at Kuta and Jimbaran, Bali, Indonesia. The attack killed 20 and injured over 100 others.[82]
· October 3
· Croatia and Turkey's accession negotiations to the European Union officially starts.[83][84]
· The second solar eclipse of 2005 was an annular event, occurring at descending node in Virgo. This was 4.8 days after the Moon reached apogee. Gamma had a value of 0.33058. An annular solar eclipse was visible in Portugal, Spain, Libya, Sudan and Kenya, and was the 43rd solar eclipse of Solar Saros 134.
· October 8 – The 7.6 Mw Kashmir earthquake strikes Azad Kashmir, Pakistan and nearby areas with a maximum Mercalli intensity of VIII (Severe), killing more than 86,000 people and displacing several million more.[85]
· October 12 – The second crewed Chinese spacecraft, Shenzhou 6, is launched.[86]
· October 17 – The final eclipse of 2005 was a partial lunar eclipse event, occurring at ascending node in Aries. This was 2.9 days after the Moon reached perigee. Gamma had a value of 0.97960. A partial lunar eclipse was visible in Asia, Australia, Pacific and North America, and was the 10th lunar eclipse of Lunar Saros 146.
· October 19 – The trial of Saddam Hussein begins.[87]
· October 20 – The general conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) passes the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions.[88]
· October 24
· Hurricane Wilma, the most intense Atlantic hurricane on record, makes landfall near Cape Romano, causing an estimated $29.1 billion in damage.[89]
· Rosa Parks dies of natural causes.
November
· November 9 – At least 60 people are killed and 115 more are wounded in a series of coordinated suicide bombings in Amman, Jordan.[90]
· November 11 – In Kazakhstan, Zamanbek Nurkadilov, former mayor of Almaty, government minister and a political opponent of Nursultan Nazarbayev is found dead at his family compound.[91]
· November 13 – Andrew Stimpson, a 25-year-old Scottish man, is reported as the first person proven to have been 'cured' of HIV.[92]
· November 22
· Angela Merkel assumes office as the first female Chancellor of Germany.[93]
· Microsoft releases the Xbox 360.[94]
· November 23 – Ellen Johnson Sirleaf wins the Liberian general election, making her the first democratically elected female head of state in Africa.[95]
· November 28 – The United Nations Climate Change Conference is held in Montreal.[96]
· November 30 – Surgeons in France carry out the first human face transplant with Isabelle Dinoire becoming the first person to undergo it.[97]
December
· December 12 – Scientists announce that they have created mice with small numbers of human neurons in an effort to make realistic models of neurological disorders.[98]
· December 16 – Find-a-drug medical distributed computing project is concluded.[99]
· December 18 – Chad descends into civil war after various rebel forces, with support from Sudan, attack the capital, N'Djamena.[100]
· December 19 – Chalk's Ocean Airways Flight 101 crashes into the ocean off of Miami Beach in Florida. 20 people are lost.
· December 25 – An express train bound for the city of Niigata, Niigata Prefecture, Japan, is derailed by strong winds in Shonai, Yamagata Prefecture. Five people are killed and at least 33 injured.[101]
· December 31 – Another second is added, 23:59:60, to end the year 2005, the first time since 1998.[102]
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